OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 10.01.17.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th January 2017 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Cllr. Abbott tabled recruitment posters for the Cubs and Clerk & councillors to put on notice board and website.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: P Jones (personal) P White (illness)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  

	
	Cllr. Nicholas for item 9 as Chair of Allotment Group and an allotment tenant.  Cllr. Fardon for item 10 as Youth Club manager.  Cllr. Olney for items 10 & 17d) as Trustee of the Old School, item 15a) as a neighbour of the applicant and item 17a) as a relative of one of the Borough officers.  Cllr. Abbott for item 17d) as a Scout leader
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th December 2016:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – pothole on the bridges had been reported and street light in Lincroft to be turned on this week.  Bedford BC had acknowledged that the wrong kerbs had been lifted in Burleigh Place and the contractor would be returning to correct.  In response to Council’s comments on the level of traffic over the bridges Bedford BC had advised that they were carrying out traffic counts following the opening of the link road.  Cllr. Olney had asked Bedford BC to put monitoring wires in Oakley.
	

	
	Tree works - Grange green trees had ben trimmed 03.01.17.  One resident had commented that much of the work was unnecessary.
	

	
	Fencing - new fencing had been installed at river bridges.
	

	
	Old School – final payment of Bedford BC Rural Grant had been made.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th December 2016: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Rural Crime Conference 16.12.16.
	

	
	Chair, Cllr. Jones and Cllr. Walker attended.  Cllr. Jones had reported that presentations were made by senior officers explaining their role and the measures being undertaken to tackle rural crime.  The three main priorities from the recent survey were speeding, lack of police visibility and anti-social behaviour (ASB).  The police were tackling speeding through education and enforcement and recruiting many Constables, PCSOs and Special Constables hoping to improve local visibility.  The ASB team were particularly hoping to stop nuisance motor cyclists and stressed that every incident should be reported, so they can ascertain where the problems lie and try and solve them. Motorbikes could then be crushed if necessary
There were questions about the emergency numbers and attendees were told use 101 for all but life and death instances or crimes in progress.  The police also guaranteed to respond to 101 without the use of an answering machine. They were trying to overcome the anomaly of the ‘not recordable’ rural crimes as some of these were very serious and by recording them they could prevent other crimes, especially with the advent of the hoped for Rural Crime Officers from the Specials Unit.

Inspector Tracy Day of the Rural Crime team could be contacted at rural.liason@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk or mobile number 07507 684331

Powers were improving to remove unauthorised travellers more quickly and efforts were being made to prevent modern slavery.  The impression given was of an enthusiastic team working together to improve policing.
Chair noted that modern slavery was rife in this area particularly in some car washes, nail parlours and fast food restaurants.  
Residents had also raised concerns about speeding in Highfield Road and the High Street. These areas were unlikely to be police priorities as the village already had speed cameras and Chair suggested reconsidering speed watch.  Council agreed to consider at March meeting.
There were 11 reported crimes in December, 7 thefts from vehicles, 1 theft of a vehicle, 1 interference with a vehicle and 2 criminal damage.  One of the perpetrators had been identified on Facebook.
	Clerk
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	  8.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Contractor advised that designs could be burned into the wood or the wood layered for a 3D effect.  The designs would be constructed from hardwood on a dibond background and would be sealed.   Either method could be painted black & white or coloured.  Signs could be expected to last 5-7 years without maintenance but could be sanded and re-varnished after that time.  Oak leaves would also be coloured and could be layered too if required.  Contractor suggested that designs should either be all black & white or all coloured and advised that colour would look better as there were no black & white houses in the village.  Contractor confirmed that signs could be completed by 31st March.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £1,902 for all designs to be layered and coloured be accepted provided the work was completed by 31.03.17.
Resolved  
	Clerk


	9.
	Allotment Maintenance:
	Action

	
	a) Gate and water meter
Cllr. White had examined the gate and would suggest repairs.
Anglian Water had inspected the water meter and would be carrying out repairs.  
	PW


	
	
	

	
	b) tree works
	

	
	A group of dead elms needed removing and one tree surgeon had quoted £200 + VAT and one £180 + VAT to remove

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £180 + VAT be accepted
Resolved 
Cllr. Sansom noted that he was storing maintenance equipment at home and suggested it be moved to the allotment shed so allotment tenants could make use of it.  Clerk to investigate the cost of a lockable cabinet.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Youth Club:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon reported that Youth Club was currently in abeyance.  She had previously advertised extensively and had had little response so questioned whether young people wanted a Youth Club.  She would advertise in the Directory and on the website again and suggested that the Youth Club be raised at the NDP exhibition.  Cllr. Abbott invited Cllr. Fardon to talk to the Scout Group and volunteered to ask Lincroft to advertise.  It was agreed that an age range of 11-14 might be more appealing.  Cllr. Fardon noted that it would not be difficult to find a new leader and Council agreed to review again in March.
	JA
Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Christmas Lights: 
	Action

	
	Lights had been well received and Clerk had thanked contractor and JAP Sound who had stored the cherry picker.  Final cost was £2,080.22 and contractor had suggested considering some changes to the High Street/Station Road tree over the next couple of years. He would forward a proposal and quotation in spring/summer.
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) speed cameras
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that 714 notices of intended prosecution were issued in November - 655 for vehicles travelling between 37 and 42 mph, 55 for vehicles travelling between 43 and 49 mph and 4 for vehicles travelling over 50mph.  The highest speeds were in Lovell Road.  Clerk to publish on notice boards & website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) closure of Dewlands for road repairs
	

	
	Dewlands would be closed between 8.00am and 6.00pm on 10 weekdays from Monday 30.01.17. to Friday 10.02.17. to carry out repairs.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair noted that Station Road would be closed 17.01.17 for the Bedfordia cross country.  He and Mr. Taylor would be helping to marshall the event.
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	13.
	Calendar of Meetings 2017/18:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2017/18

04.04.17. Annual Parish Meeting

07.11.17.

02.05.17.



05.12.17.

06.06.17.



03.01.18. Finance Advisory Group (Wednesday)


04.07.17.



09.01.18.
 

05.09.17




06.03.18.

03.10.17.



03.04.18. Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	Resolved to accept
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Borough budget was under discussion and a 4-5% increase in Council Tax, including additional monies for social care, was expected for 2017/18.  There were around 250 “looked after” children in the Borough and many classed as “in need.”   The Fire Service was also consulting on their budget.  The hospitals’ Sustainability & Transformation Plan had not progressed since the interim report and the next report was unlikely to be published before the spring.  Bedford Hospital was performing well but the uncertainty was affecting recruitment.  The virtual library had begun in Bromham.
	


	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th December 2016
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 16/03112/FUL – first floor rear extension at 10 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 13.12.16.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/03205/TPO – remove horse chestnut at Westwoods House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but would like a replacement tree planted

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 20.12.16.  No requirement for a new tree.


	
	Application No.
	c) 16/03266/S73A – retention of balcony at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the balcony was out of proportion and intrusive to neighbours since a balcony had a much wider view than a window and created more noise.  Council was also concerned that the application had already been refused once and a revised scheme approved yet was being reconsidered.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 22.12.16. on the grounds of overlooking/loss of privacy and loss of amenity 


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th December 2016
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 16/03390/TPO – prune beech, oak, elm & sycamore at Mullion, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/03652/FUL – 2 storey side & rear extension at 41, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but the windows and appearance should match the rest of the house and other properties in the row 

	
	
	


	16.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the policies were being revised in light of the consultant’s comments and next meeting had been deferred to 11.01.17.  Clerk would prepare posters and feedback form for the exhibition on 29.01.17. and Cllr. Olney asked councillors to encourage residents to attend.  A box for feedback forms would be places at the post office and policies would be reviewed following residents’ comments.  NDP members would deliver the majority of the leaflets advertising the exhibition but help from councillors would be appreciated.
	Clerk




	17.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Rights of Way priorities consultation

 
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking views on the 5-year plan for the improvement of the Borough’s Public Rights of Way network.  The Borough was responsible for nearly 1,000km of footpaths, bridleways and byways open to all traffic and needed to set priorities for how these could be improved as well as encouraging more people to use them within the framework of budget cuts.  
Councillors commented that Oakley paths were very well used and agreed that Bedford BC should concentrate on maintaining the most used pathways.
	Clerk
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	b) Bedford BC – 2017 Budget consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC needed to identify further savings of £27.5 million by 2020.  Council deplored the constraints on the Borough as they were struggling to maintain services.  Clerk to write to Mr. Burt MP as Council was concerned the most vulnerable would suffer. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Pension Funding Strategy Statement consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking views on the draft Pension Funding Strategy Statement.  Council agreed to suggest compulsory insurance against ill health retirement   
Bedford BC also required Council to accept the contribution rates of 21.8% for 2017/18, 22.8% for 2018/19 and 23.8% for 2019/20

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that contribution rates be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Bedford BC – Discretionary Rate Relief consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was reviewing its policy for the award of discretionary rate relief.  The review would not affect any entitlement to mandatory rate reliefs, including rural rate relief.  Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 31st December 2016
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.16.
	£91,624.10

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.16.
	£47,159.21

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£141,973.46

	
	
	

	Received since last meeting: 
	
	

	Oakham Decorators
	Newsletter advertising
	£54.00

	Saunders Creative
	Newsletter advertising
	£60.00

	Sellars
	Allotment rent
	£18.32

	Campbell
	Allotment rent
	£18.32

	Hazel Kaye
	Newsletter advertising
	£432.00

	Bedford BC
	Rural Grant for Old School
	£5,000.00

	NAO Services
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	Iglaze
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	Fordham
	Allotment rent
	£16.00

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£328.76

	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.39

	
	Total
	£6,251.79

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions December
	£1,429.14
	d/d

	
	Villager Bus
	S.137 donation
	£300.00
	1315

	
	Light Refreshment
	Christmas lights
	£2,496.26
	1316

	
	Old School
	Bedford BC Rural Grant
	£5,000.00
	1317


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting December 
	£643.50
	1318

	
	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 14.12.16.
	£84.00
	1319

	
	Whites Engineering
	Fencing at Riverside meadow and bridge
	£1,012.80
	1320

	
	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works at Grange Green
	£432.00
	1321

	
	Bedford BC
	Contribution to average speed camera cost
	£60,000.00
	1322

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£675.00
	1323

	
	Oakley Properties 
	Rent for land at Oakley bridge
	£100.00
	1324

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room hire 03.01.17. & 10.01.17. @£6 p/h
	£30.00
	1326

	
	
	Total
	£72,356.53
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
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	b) Grass Cutting schedule 2017/18
	Action

	
	Two quotations had been received for grass cutting for £6,744.31 + VAT and £6,875 + VAT.  The higher quotation included sweeping footways and the lower quotation included sweeping/blowing away significant accumulations of grass accidentally deposited on footpaths during cutting operations.

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £6,875 + VAT be accepted as the quotation included sweeping all the grass
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Budget & Precept 2017/18
	

	
	The Finance Group had recommended one new item of expenditure - £40,000 for new play equipment at The Furlong and village green.  They also recommended raising the grass cutting budget to £11,500 to pay for extra grass cuts if necessary. 

Non-precept income was expected to remain at a similar level to 2016/17 unless further NDP grants were obtained.  A larger VAT refund, as a result of expenditure on new play equipment, would be offset by a reduction in income from the Newsletter, due to 2016/17 receipts including late payments from 2015/16.  Expenditure was likely to reduce by £13,299 in 2017/18 because of the payment of £62,000 for speed cameras and village signs in 2016/17 offset by allocation of £40,000 for new play equipment and an additional £2,000 for grass cutting, £2,000 for salaries and general expenses, £2,000 for grants and £1,000 for play equipment repairs.

The Borough Council had agreed to compensate Councils whose tax base had reduced in 2013/14 and would pay a top up grant of £421 in 2017/18.  Therefore, with a precept of £51,195 the band D rate would increase by 1% to £53.57.

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the proposed budget be adopted and the precept set at £51,195 for 2017/18
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Clerk’s expenses
	Action

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that expenses of £118.20 for October – December be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 6th March 2017 
	


