OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.10.16.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th October 2016 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), J Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: 

	
	G Sansom (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  

	
	Cllr. Olney for item 21a) as a Trustee of the Old School
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th September 2016:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways –  lamp column removed from Lincroft and not replaced reported to Bedford BC.  Residents had requested trees on Ruffs Furze verge be trimmed and Tree Officer to inspect.  Cllr. Jones had cleared apples from Ruffs Furze footpath and Chair had removed ivy from the flood marker.
	

	
	HGVs – Clerk was arranging a site visit with Highways.  Details of Council’s discussions had been forwarded to Planning Enforcement who were investigating HGVs accessing Paxhill Farm, Pavenham.  Planning Policy had advised that they consider the HGV issue a highway matter.  Clerk has suggested that the wider issue of permissions in one village affecting roads in neighbouring villages and consulting more widely on such applications is a planning matter.  Awaiting a response.
	

	
	Riverside – Cllr White had checked the lifebuoys and the ring was missing from the holder on the Stevington side of the weir, the ring on the Oakley side was too small for the holder and attached by a piece of rope, the recovery rope was tied off at the foot of the safety fence and the byline buoy on that side was also missing.  Clerk to order replacements.
	Clerk

	
	Police Operation Beneke – police had confirmed that Operation Beneke was continuing
	

	
	Play area - Bedford BC had removed graffiti
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway – Bedford BC had advised that as the path from Railway Cottages is a permissive path it would be for the landowner to install a gate.  Clerk to advise resident.  Bedford BC also commented that the gate installed the other side of Highfield Road should have a handle on the top to allow cyclists and horse riders to open and had asked Council to fit a handle. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th September 2016: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that the brambles had not yet been cut near the BT site.  Clerk to chase contractor.
Cllr. Frampton enquired whether the rowan had yet been set in Parsonage Close but the ground was still too dry.
	Clerk


	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Network Meeting 22.09.16.
	

	
	Councillors were unable to attend.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner’s Conference 10.09.16.
	

	
	Cllrs. Jones & Walker reported that it was a very positive meeting.  There were few representatives from the Borough area and therefore discussion centred on Central Bedfordshire issues.  Attendees commented that the timing was poor and another meeting to be held in December.  Police & Crime Commissioner’s strategy was launched and committed to focusing more on the rural area.  Police were liaising with local farmers to prevent hare coursing.
	

	
	There was 1 reported crime in August – a public order/fear or provocation of violence in Grenidge Way.  September figures were not yet available.  Councillors had reported speeding motorbikes in the High Street on 11.09.16.
Cllr. Olney reported that vehicles were still speeding on Station Road and Highfield Road and Clerk to request police spot checks.
	Clerk
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	9.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that they understand all the cameras are working and the police are able to enforce them all.
	

	
	
	

	  10.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received quotations for £2,989 + carriage + VAT for polyurethane signs with letters and motifs in relief; £3,481 + £55 delivery + VAT for hand carved aluminium signs and £1,470 + artwork charge (estimated at less than £100) for aluminium signs with flat oak leaves and “Oakley” and raised relief motifs.  Clerk to request examples of work from the lowest quoting contractor.
	Clerk



	11.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	a) play area
	

	
	Clerk had met two play equipment representatives and had arranged meetings with two more.  Awaiting quotations for a small multiplay with slide.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) tree works
	

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £800 + VAT to remove vegetation within 60cm of the fence, prune/remove overhanging branches and prune branches close to buildings and one for £1,000 + VAT to remove hazel back from fence, remove trees within 1m of brick buildings and over gardens, remove limbs overhanging garages to right of entrance and trim trees back to garden boundary on left of entrance.  Third contractor had not responded.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas, that quotation for £1,000 + VAT be accepted as the work was more comprehensive
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Christmas Lights 2016:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received quotations for £1,400 + VAT and £2,082.00 + VAT to put up and take down Christmas lights.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £2,082 + VAT be accepted given the quality of the service provided previously
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Oakley Youth Club:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon reported that Carol Sudnik, who had helped with the Youth Club for many years was standing down.  Clerk to thank her.  Leaders had agreed to run the Youth Club with minimal supervision but because of the behaviour of some of the boys were considering resigning.  Cllr. Fardon had asked for another adult to volunteer to help as she could not supervise alone but if no-one came forward Youth Club might have to close.  She would keep Council updated.  Chair thanked Cllr. Fardon for her work with the Youth Club.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) Church Lane/Westfield Road junction
	

	
	NDP Group had had agreed to designate Westfield Road as a quiet lane.  Clerk had requested an appropriate sign from Bedford BC and awaiting a response.  Residents had commented that 20 mph zones had been designated in other villages in areas without a school and Clerk to ask Bedford BC about a 20mph zone for Westfield Road.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Station Road hedge
	

	
	Residents had requested that the hedge be cut back from Reynes Drive to the schools.  Hedge cutting contractor had quoted £80 + VAT to trim.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation be accepted

Resolved

Council agreed Station Road and Dewlands hedges to be added to 2017/18 hedge cutting contract.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Frampton commented that there was a large amount of litter in the village at present.  Clerk noted that the litter picker had also noticed the increase.  Clerk to write to all three schools asking them to remind students about disposing of litter properly.
	Clerk

	
	Two car transporters had tried to pass under the Lovell Road bridge recently.  Residents had contacted Bedford BC who was investigating.  Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC and again request a sign on the Northampton Road.
	Clerk

	
	A vehicle had been parked on the Station Road footway for several weeks.  Bedford BC was aware and Clerk to ascertain how long it would take for the vehicle to be removed. 
	Clerk

	
	A skip had been left on the verge in Dewlands for several weeks.  It had been reported to Bedford BC but Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC as the grass was now dead.
	Clerk
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	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the first Local Plan consultation would be issued in Spring 2017 and the Local Plan should be adopted by Spring 2019.  Bedford BC was re-consulting on digital libraries whereby libraries would be open for longer hours but would not always be manned.  Cllr. Walker noted that there was a consultation meeting at Bromham Library on 05.10.16.  From 31.10.16. black bins would be emptied fortnightly, green and orange bins would be collected together fortnightly and the period when green bins were not collected would be extended.  Cllr. Olney was pursuing the issue of battery collections.  Cllr. Saunders commented that labels on bin handles was not an efficient way of communicating the new arrangements and Cllr. Olney to request additional timetables for notice boards.
	PO
PO




	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th September 2016
	

	
	Application No.
	16/02166/TPO – fell one yew at Church Close, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Not sent to Council

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.09.16.


	
	Application No.
	b) 16/02000/FUL – internal alterations & replacement roof over existing to form annex at The Grange, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.09.16.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th September 2016
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 16/02252/FUL – demolition of existing dwelling & erection of replacement at 55 Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided rebuild adheres to permission 16/01652/FUL

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/02633/FUL – remove existing conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at 14 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	c) 16/02694/TPO – works to 4 trees & removal of sycamore at Owsla House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the grounds for felling the sycamore were insubstantial.  The plan of the trees was also very poor so that it was impossible to see where they are in relation to each other and the building.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 16/02719/TPO – reduce oak by 2.5m at Five Oaks, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 16/02751/TPO – re-pollard 4 poplars at Treetops, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	17.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) meeting with developers
	

	
	Council and NDP members had met with agents of four developers who had put forward land in the first Call for Sites on 21.09.16.  Agents had outlined their proposals for the sites but there had been no discussion of the merits/disadvantages of the sites.  A second meeting had been arranged for 13.10.16. for the remainder of the developers who had put forward land in both Calls for Sites.  
	ALL

	
	
	

	
	b) NALC consultation on Neighbourhood 
Planning Bill
	

	
	NALC had welcomed the provisions of the Bill but had requested views on proposals to strengthen the rights of local communities.  Council agreed that Local Councils should be required to have a Local plan and CIL regime in place by a certain date and suggested within 5 years; that the CIL share should be increased to 35% if a council had an adopted Neighbourhood Plan; that 20% of the New Homes Bonus for councils with an adopted Neighbourhood Plan should be put into legislation and that local councils should be statutory consultees on all planning & licensing applications in their area.  Council disagreed that financial benefits from CIL should be passed to householders not communities.  Clerk to advise BATPC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) draft Oakley Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the public consultation had been put back to January.  NDP Group was continuing to review policies and the next meeting was 17.10.16.
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	18.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) NALC consultation on extension of referendum principles
	

	
	NALC was consulting on the Government’s proposal to extend referendum principles (i.e. a local referendum if a precept was to increase by the greater of £5 or 2%) to larger councils and to consider extending them to all councils.  NALC opposed including any local councils as services were increasingly being devolved from principal councils to local councils, Council Tax support grants were being withdrawn, local tax payers would have to bear the cost of the referendum and it would be difficult for smaller parishes to fund new projects.  Council agreed and Clerk to forward comments to NALC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) BATPC AGM 26.10.16.
	

	
	Noted
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th September 2016
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.16.
	£108,701.93

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.16.
	£47,156.07

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since last meeting: 
	
	

	Bubbins
	Allotment rent
	5.00

	Bedford BC
	Precept - second half
	£25,765.00

	Bedford BC
	Rural Grant for Old School
	£4,000.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£1.94

	
	Total
	£29,771.94

	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions September
	£1,429.14
	d/d

	
	Day Centre
	S. 137 donation
	£500.00
	1287

	
	Came & Co
	Insurance renewal
	£1,441.62
	1288


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting September
	£643.50
	1289

	
	Parrott
	Playground inspections & making multiplay safe
	£240.00
	1290

	
	Bedford BC
	Allotment site rent 2016/17
	£420.00
	1291

	
	Old School
	Hire of room for developer meeting
	£18.00
	1292

	
	CPRE 
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1293

	
	Clapham PC
	Photocopying allotment tenancy agreements
	£4.00
	1294

	
	Clerk
	Expenses July - September
	£197.46
	1295

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room hire 28.07.16, 06.09.16, 14.09.16. & 04.10.16. 10hrs @ £6 p/h
	£60.00
	1296

	
	Old School
	Bedford BC Rural Grant
	£4,000.00
	1297

	
	
	Total
	£9,143.55
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Half Yearly budget review
	Action

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated and income & expenditure was in line with budget for all items.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedfordshire Pension Fund – Funding Strategy Statement
	Action

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on the Funding Strategy Statement.  One possible change was mandatory insurance to cover employees retiring earlier than assumed in the valuation.  Bedford BC had advised that Oakley was part of a pool of employers and would be dependent on the whole pool.  Mandatory insurance would be decided in December and if agreed there would be no nett cost as employer contributions would decrease proportionately.  Council was not required to take action at present.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that expenses of £197.46 for June – September be paid
	Action

	
	Resolved
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	Chair commented that the Oakley Show was a very enjoyable event and thanked the volunteers who had organised the Show, the sponsors and the Village Hall for hosting the event.  
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 1st November 2016 
	


