OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.05.16.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd May 2016 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Walker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chairman

	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident of Burleigh Place was concerned about the maple trees on the small green in front of the houses and requested that two of the trees be removed.  The trees were too close to the houses and were blocking light, damaging the footway and causing residents’ lawns to die.  Bedford BC had trimmed the trees in the past but were no longer prepared to do so as there was no health & safety risk.  A tree surgeon had examined the trees and proposed removing the two closest to the houses.  As the green was highways land, Clerk to request Bedford BC tree surgeon to meet councillors and residents and review the trees on both small greens.  Cllr. White volunteered to deliver letters to neighbouring residents advising them of the meeting.

	
	

	4.
	Apologies: 

	
	Clerk noted that Cllr. Taylor had resigned due to ill health.  Chair & Clerk to write & thank him for his work as a councillor and Clerk to advertise the vacancy.

	
	

	5.
	Declarations of Interest:  

	
	Cllr. White for item 3 as a relative of the resident & item 17 as a contractor.  Cllr. Nicholas for item 16c) as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. Walker for item 19b) as known to the applicant.  Cllr. Olney for item 23g) as a Trustee of the Old School.


	6.
	Appointment of Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives on other bodies:
	Action

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, M Frampton, P Jones, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker (Reserve: none)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S Nicholas, P Olney

Bottlebank: P White
Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White
Footpath Officer: R Saunders

Oakley Recreational Association: none

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker (P Olney as Bedford BC representative)

The Villager Community Minibus: none
Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders

Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney  

Resolved to appoint
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st March 2016 & Annual Parish Meeting on 5th April 2016:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
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	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – blocked gullies under Lovell Road railway bridge reported to Bedford BC and Clerk had requested signs to prevent rat running in Oakley and Box End.  Councillors noted that the new bypass was taking traffic out of Oakley but the A6 was more congested.
	

	
	HM Queen’s 90th Birthday - St. Mary’s church had advised that they are holding a joint service with the Methodist Church at 10.30am at St. Mary’s church on 12.06.16. to celebrate Queen’s 90th birthday with a bring and share picnic afterwards.
	

	
	Brockwell Meadow – resident had requested a bouncy castle on Brockwell Meadow for a children’s birthday party.  Council was content and resident had signed a disclaimer form.
	

	
	Wind Turbine, Twinwood Farm, Clapham – residents were concerned about the visual impact of the turbine which had planning consent.  Oakley & Clapham Councils had objected to the turbine but other neighbouring parishes had not. 
	

	
	Pension arrangements – Council had joined LGPS w.e.f. 01.04.16.
	

	
	Post Office Parking – Clerk had submitted a complaint to Royal Mail about parking in Reynes Drive and they were investigating.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st March 2016 & Annual Parish Meeting on 5th April 2016 : 
	Action

	
	None
	


	10.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police had advised that they can no longer provide crime reports or attend parish meetings.  Crime reports are available at https://www.police.uk/bedfordshire/54/crime/ and police should be contacted via 101.  The new Community Policing Model was taking shape and parishes would be provided with the name of a PCSO or PC who would act as their point of contact.  A Rural Matters Liaison Officer had also been appointed.
Community policing seminar had been arranged for 13.06.16.  Chair, Cllrs. Frampton & Jones to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	 11.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had confirmed that the cameras were all working but they had yet to complete the commissioning.  Councillors noted that a vehicle was constantly parking on the verge near the Church Lane camera and Clerk to write and ask the owner to park elsewhere.
	Clerk


	  12.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Clerk had forwarded drawings to sign makers and awaiting quotations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Linch Furlong Parking Spaces:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had asked Council not to take any action to incorporate the parking area back into Linch Furlong as the Borough was working on a proposal.  Residents were concerned that AKS Tuning was using the parking spaces and Chair had asked them not to do so whilst the matter was being resolved.   Councillors were concerned that the solution should not necessitate redrawing the lease. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Playground Inspection Report:
	Action

	
	Report had identified that slack in the log balance chain needed reducing.  Since the inspection the roundabout had been badly vandalised and Clerk had asked the contractor to make safe.  Cracks in the log frame and wearing shackles on the swings were being monitored.  Railings in The Furlong play area had been straightened and contractor had noted that this is likely to be an ongoing problem due to the narrow road and the closeness of the railings to the road.  
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk be authorised to arrange repairs to the roundabout on safety grounds 
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Complaints Procedure:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated Complaints Procedure.  

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Complaints Procedure remain unchanged

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	a) gate maintenance
	

	
	Pedestrian gates were difficult to open/close due to ground movement and the Allotment Group had discussed mounting them in metal frames.  Cllr. Nicholas commented that a closing spring might be a better option and Allotment Group would consider. 

	SN
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	b) covering/cutting vacant plots
	Action

	
	Tenants were concerned about weeds spreading from vacant plots and covering or cutting these was a possible solution.  One tenant had suggested spraying but the Allotment Group did not want to use sprays near food crops.  Cllr. Saunders suggested Mr. Knight might be able to rotovate unused plots and Clerk to obtain a quotation.  Plots could then be covered with matting if necessary.  Council agreed to put an advertisement for the unused plots in the next Newsletter and on the website.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) future rent increases
	Action

	
	Tenants considered that current rents reflected the quality of the ground and were concerned that full and half plot rents were not always proportionate - half plot rents had been slightly lower in the past.  Council to consider when rents reviewed in September 2016.
	ALL

	
	
	

	17.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street & Reynes Drive/Lincroft
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that yellow lines were due to be marked at the end of June.
Clerk had asked Highways if they would consider yellow lines at Reynes Drive/Lincroft which had been requested by residents and awaiting a response.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) damage to fence at Riverside meadow
	Action

	
	Vehicle details had been forwarded to insurance company.  Quotations for £625 + VAT had been received to repair the damage and £595 + VAT and £249 + VAT for the additional section
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotations for £595 + VAT and £249 + VAT be accepted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Saunders noted that the large pothole on the bridges had re-opened.  Cllr Jones had reported to Bedford BC and Clerk to chase repairs.
	Clerk


	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that 5 large settlements had been put forward in the Call for sites (see item 20c) and Bedford BC was considering taking forward at least one.  Cllr. Sansom noted that the site at Twinwood Business Park would be a town the size of Ampthill and could generate up to 8,000 additional vehicles on local roads.  Similarly, the Unilever site would create another town at Sharnbrook and local infrastructure was insufficient to support such development.  Wixams was the only site with suitable infrastructure and 2,000 more homes could be built there.  Bedford BC had given planning consent for 13,000 houses but developers were not building because large numbers of dwellings on the market reduced prices.  By extending the Local Plan, the Borough had created a problem with the 5 year land supply and the number of houses needed had risen from 13,000/14,000 to 17,000/18,000.  The East of England jobs model indicated 9,000 new jobs would be created in this area but 18,000 houses would generate 15,000 employees so commuting would increase.  Cllr. Olney noted that development in the Group 1 villages would bring forward sufficient housing in the short term but there were concerns that development along the A6 would have a detrimental effect on the Great Ouse valley landscape.  Cllrs. Olney & Sansom to put an article in the June Newsletter and on the website raising these issues and Clerk to write to Bedford BC and Mr. Burt MP expressing Council’s concern about the proposed development.
The bypass link road was open & Cllr. Olney suggested councillors kept a log of any congestion problems for consideration at the June Council.  Bedford BC was also concerned that few parishes responded to their consultations.  Cllr. Walker noted that response forms were not user friendly and Clerk to suggest that parishes be able to comment on sections relevant to them only.
	PO/GS

Clerk

ALL
Clerk


	19.
	Planning Applicationsand Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st March 2016
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02976/FUL – erection of detached dwelling with new vehicular access (revised scheme) at 69 Church Lane



	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the overlooking windows will make the house more overbearing on neighbours in Ruffs Furze

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 02.03.16. on the grounds that proposed dwelling fails to respect character & scale of locality because of its size and overlooks no.61

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/000145/FUL – two storey side extension & single storey rear extension at 30 Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.03.16.
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	Application No.
	c) 16/00086/FUL – detached double garage to replace shed in front garden at Holly Lodge, Church Lane



	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the proposed garage is too far forward of the “building line” and should be consistent with the outbuildings of other properties in this part of Church Lane


	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 17.03.16. on the grounds that proximity to the road was out of keeping with the locality & harmful to the visual amenity.  Also the tree report failed to show that the proposed garage would not harm protected trees.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 16/00030/FUL – extensions & alterations including roof extensions & balconies at Parklands, The Drive





	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 17.03.16.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 16/00543/TPO – fell horse chestnut at Oakland House, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.04.16.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 16/00375/TPO – reduce 1 yew & fell 2 yews at The Laurels, Church Lane




	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.04.16.


	
	Clerk noted that the Government Petitions Committee had advised that the Government does not believe a right of appeal against the grant of planning permission for communities, including parish councils, is necessary.
	


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st March 2016
	


	
	Application No.
	a) 16/00543/TPO – fell horse chestnut at Oakland House, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 16/00474/FUL – single storey side extension at 57 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 16/00574/S73A – erection of detached garage (work already carried out) at 55a Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of the size & impact on neighbours.  The overall area & height of the proposed building will be overbearing on neighbours in Ruffs Furze & there appears to be no space for planting to soften the impact.
Clerk noted that applicant had subsequently advised that neighbours did not want planting on the boundary.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 16/00852/FUL – single storey front extension at 17 Highfield Road





	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 16/00764/FUL – single storey rear extension at 7 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 16/00671/S73A - erection of detached dwelling with new vehicular access (revised scheme) at 69 Church Lane





	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the revised application is still close to the boundary & due to its size, will be overbearing on neighbours.  Neighbours will also still be overlooked by the dwelling.

	
	
	Cllr. Olney noted that Planning Enforcement was investigating work on the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 16/00995/TPO – fell elm, sycamore & cherry and crown reduce walnut by 2 – 3m at Hadlow, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 16/00990/FUL – single storey side & rear extensions at 1 Copthorne Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	i) 16/01027/TPO – fell & replace horse chestnut at Trees, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.05.16.
	5.

	20.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Meeting with Marcol/Bedfordia to discuss Twinwood Business Park



	

	
	Marcol/Bedfordia had submitted a joint application for a new settlement on Twinwood Business Park in the Bedford BC Call for Sites.  The settlement would comprise around 6,000 dwellings, offices/shops, a health centre, secondary school, 4 primary schools and a significant amount of green space.  It would avoid coalescence with neighbouring villages and the A6 would re-aligned to bypass Milton Ernest.  Concerns were raised about drainage, the impact on surrounding villages and the views, whether the site could be developed quickly enough for the 2032 Local Plan, local health provision and the impact of Yarlswood.  Marcol/Bedfordia advised that there was no flood risk and sufficient land to deal with drainage issues.  The new site would also include a water treatment works/pumping station.  It would take around 2 years to carry out the viability assessments and create the masterplan for the site.  An outline application would then be submitted followed by a design coding exercise.  The new site would be delivered in 4 – 5 phases over 20 years and Marcol/Bedfordia would welcome villages’ comments on the impacts on their communities so that these could be mitigated in the design.  The village centre would contain schools and a supermarket which would reduce the amount of traffic into Bedford.  However, there would be housing in this area whether or not it was on a new settlement therefore some additional traffic would be inevitable.  The intention was to create a new community so the site would comprise a range of different housing types and tenures, including affordable housing to help younger people stay in the area.  There was a lack of cohesive planning on health but a new settlement would include a doctor’s surgery and dentist and was likely to provide better health facilities than several hundred houses in various villages.  The presence of Yarlswood was unlikely to prevent house sales as it was not a prison and houses were often built and sold near prisons.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Lincroft Playing Field meeting 13.05.16.
	Action

	
	Clerk had forwarded Council’s objection to the proposal to move the Lincroft playing field to Sharnbrook Academy Federation, Education Secretary and Bedford BC Education and Planning Departments.  SAF had not responded to the suggestion of a meeting to discuss the playing field.  The Lincroft consultants were holding a public meeting on 13.05.16. to discuss the proposal to move the playing field, the adjacent residential development and changes to the road layout and Council had delivered leaflets to all households advising them of the meeting.  Council would discuss the proposal at the June meeting (after the exhibition had been held) and Clerk would contact SAF again then about a meeting.  In the meantime, Clerk would put a note on the notice board and website advising that Council had printed and delivered the leaflets to keep residents informed, would ask the website manager to make the link between the DLP poster and the detailed plan clearer and would write to DLP suggesting that they could have done more to publicise the exhibition.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – extension of Local Plan to 2035
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that as a result of the submission of proposals for new settlements, the timetable for the Local plan had been revised to provide sufficient time for their evaluation.  The evaluation would take place in 2016 and a consultation on the outcome would be carried out in early 2017.  As the Local Plan needs to look forward 15 years from the date of adoption, changes to the timetable mean that the end date had moved from 2032 to 2035.  Technical documents already published will be amended and will be available for comment in due course.
	


	21.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Bedford BC – review of Bedford BC website:
	

	
	Overview & Scrutiny Committee was carrying out a review of the user experience of the Borough website.  Clerk noted that it was difficult to find documents and the search facility was not very helpful.  Council agreed and Clerk to forward comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications: 
	Action

	
	Pilgrims Oakley Cricket Club had requested either £550 or more at Council’s discretion towards the cost of roll on covers for the cricket square.  £2,400 had been received from the ECB and balance would be taken from club funds.  Cllr. Olney had suggested they contact Team Beds & Luton for funding.  The majority of youth players were from Oakley & the pitch was used by Lincroft School

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that donation of £550 be made

Resolved – s. 137 donation

Clerk to ask the Club to put up a notice indicating that Council had donated funds
	Clerk
Clerk
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	23.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 30th April 2016
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.16.
	£38,033.17

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.04.16.
	£107,141.52

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since last meeting: 
	
	

	Old School
	Directory
	12.50

	Metrosigns
	Directory
	50.00

	Oak. Angels
	Directory
	50.00

	Bedford Arms
	Directory
	50.00

	Fardon (Carpet Bowls)
	Directory
	6.00

	Lincroft
	Directory
	50.00

	NLW
	Directory
	25.00

	Bedford BC
	Precept - first half
	25765.00

	NLW
	Newsletter
	108.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£4.26

	
	Total
	£26,120.76

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms April
	£153.83
	s/o


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners
	Grass cutting April payment
	£643.50
	1252

	
	Wildman
	Emptying bottle bank 07.04.16.
	£56.40
	1253

	
	BRCC
	Housing Needs Survey
	£2,312.14
	1254

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries April 2016
	£1,416.96
	1255

	
	Bays 
	Website hosting & management 2016/17
	£1,200.00
	1256

	
	Groundwork UK
	Repayment of unspent NDP grant
	£880.22
	1257

	
	Dando
	Plants for village signs
	£69.94
	1258

	
	BATPC
	New councillor training
	£25.00
	1259

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 03.05.16. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1260

	
	
	Total
	£6,775.99
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Annual Governance Statement:
	Action

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Chairman & Clerk signed section 1 of the audit return. 

Internal audit to be completed 13.05.16.
	PP/Clerk



	
	
	

	
	c) 2015/16 accounts
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that accounts be approved.

Resolved – accounts signed by Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.

Council approved and Chairman & Clerk signed section 2 of the audit return. 
	PP/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2016/17, which had been amended to include Clerk’s pension.   

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that amended risk assessment be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Annual review of internal audit system
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2016/17.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged.  

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk
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	f) Website renewal
	Action

	
	Bays Media was content to continue to host and manage the website to 30.04.17. for £1,200.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the quotation be accepted.
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Clerk had thanked Mr Bays for his work on the website.
	

	
	
	

	
	g) Rent of rooms at Old School
	Action

	
	Council reviewed bacs payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Council continue to make monthly bacs payment of £153.83
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Council reviewed the use of the upper room as an office for the Clerk and agreed to continue.  Clerk to advertise the office on noticeboards and the website.  Clerk also to ask the Trustees if Council could share the wifi in the Old School currently provided by the Day Centre.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of next Council Meeting: 7th June 2016 
	


