OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.01.16.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th January 2016 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney (part), G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident was concerned about increased traffic & congestion in Oakley once the bypass opened and the safety of students walking along Lovell Road.  He suggested traffic lights on the twin bridges to reduce traffic volumes.  Chair explained that speed cameras would deter motorists from using Oakley as a rat run and the cameras in Lovell Road had been repositioned to reduce speeding from the Lovell Road entrance sign to Church Lane.  Cllr. Walker noted that Bedford BC would carry out before & after counts of vehicle numbers but traffic flows would need to be observed for 6 months before they would consider any mitigation measures.  She added that residents had previously been surveyed about traffic lights on the bridges but had voted against them.  Council agreed Clerk to chase Bedford BC for a village traffic only sign and remind them that traffic counts were needed before and after the opening of the bypass.  Clerk also to liaise with Bromham as village traffic only signs would be needed in Bromham to help reduce traffic over the bridges. 

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: 

	
	S Nicholas (personal) M Taylor (illness)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: none
  


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1stDecember 2015 November 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported that streetlights were turning off before midnight throughout the village & had asked for the lights at the entrance to the Grenidge Way/Burleigh Place alleyway and at the Copthorne Close end of the alleyway into Hunts Path to be left on to light the pathways.  Clerk had chased Bedford BC and overhanging brambles in Pavenham Road had been cut back.  Temporary closure of Pavenham Road to Felmersham amended to 20.01.16. – 16.02.16. and traffic to be diverted through Oakley.
	

	
	Ruffs Furze trees – work to be carried out in January.  Tree surgeon would also trim back willow in Dewlands overhanging the footway.
	

	
	Reynes Drive/High Street yellow lines – Clerk had advised resident who was objecting that Council supported the yellow lines to improve safety at the junction. 
	

	
	Royal Mail parking – Clerk had written to Planning Department, Royal Mail & Mr. Burt MP about Royal Mail vans parking in Reynes Drive.  No response received from Bedford BC or Royal Mail.  Mr. Burt had advised that he wanted to support Council in this matter and would be organising another parishes meeting shortly.
	

	
	Bank mandate – new mandate had been set up.
	

	
	The Furlong – road & verge had been formally adopted by Bedford BC.
	

	
	Oakley 20 – to alleviate congestion around the junction at the Church, Lincroft School had obtained permission to use both Church & Sports and Social Club car parks for spectator parking (with the exception of a funeral occurring). In addition, there would be extra 'No parking' cones along Lovell Road and additional signage would direct traffic to the car parks.  Chair & Cllr. Taylor to assist with stewarding the event.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st December 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	December crime figure would not be available until the end of January as the person who compiles them was currently on sick leave.  PCSO Corbin was unable to attend.
	


	  8.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had confirmed that the cameras would all be in place by 31.03.16.  Terminal signs works were completed in Pavenham Road 18.12.15. but some signs are incorrect & need to be changed before Bedford BC can confirm to the Police that the scheme is ready to go live.  Ducting & cabling work began 11.01.16. at Lovell Road and to begin 14.01.16. at Church Lane.  During the temporary road closure of Church Lane, Pavenham/Pavenham Road, Felmersham traffic will be diverted through Oakley so may impact on some of the works to install the camera equipment.  Clerk to request figures from Station Road cameras at end of February to report to Annual Meeting.
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.01.16.
	2.

	  9.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney & Mr. Youngman were discussing drawings and had suggested a small group be formed to make recommendations to March Council.  Councillors Frampton & Jones volunteered.  Council to present recommendations to Annual Meeting for residents to make the final selection.
	Clerk


	10.
	2015 Christmas Tree event:
	Action

	
	Tree by the old Christmas tree was too small for the lights therefore Light Refreshment quote of £1,550 had increased to £1 ,737.98 due to the need for additional cabling to the new tree in the centre of the car park and new plywood boards. Council was content.  Lights had been well received and Clerk had thanked contractor.  New Christmas tree to be planted 16.01.16. weather permitting.  
	


	11.
	Linch Furlong Parking Spaces:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had asked what further action was being taken to prevent unauthorised parking in disabled bays at Linch Furlong.  They had suggested that either the area was secured after a certain time so that those who are not genuinely disabled and wish to use Linch Furlong are prevented from parking or if the area is not being used by disabled visitors the parking is incorporated back into the nature area.   Council discussed and agreed that Bedford BC be asked to sell two of the spaces to residents as fencing would encourage them to park at the allotment gate.  If Bedford BC did not want to sell the land the area would have to be fenced.  Clerk to write and advise residents.
	Clerk


	12.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Un-adopted road at Farrows Close
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that they were trying to contact the developer to ascertain why Farrows Close was never intended to be adopted and that the site access was due for adoption in April 2016.  Any future repairs to the roads and footways should be taken care of either by a management company or costs should be shared by all of the residents.  The Parish Council should therefore have no responsibilities/costs for any future repairs.   If there are problems with subsidence on the houses residents should have some recourse through the NHBC. 
	

	
	
	

	
	No Verge Parking Scheme
	

	
	No verge parking scheme discussed by Finance Committee (see item 20b).  Various verges were being damaged by vehicles and councillors to inspect verges and report back to March meeting. 
	ALL

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Saunders noted that 4 vehicles had skidded off the bend on the Bromham side of the twin bridges over Christmas.  Council agreed Clerk to write to Bromham & ask if they would consider a barrier on the bend. 

Residents had suggested a solution to the drainage problem in Westfield Road and would contact Bedford BC.  Clerk to contact Borough too.  

Cllr. White reported that lifebuoys had all been replaced and a resident had kindly cleared the bottles dumped around the bottle bank.

Bathroom suite had been fly tipped on the bend in Pavenham Road by the river and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to remove.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Celebration for H M Queen’s 90th Birthday:
	Action

	
	Birthday beacons were being lit on the evening of 21.04.16. (exact time had yet to be decided).  Clapham PC was interested in a joint event as for the Jubilee.  Council was also interested but concerned that residents would not want to celebrate on a Thursday evening.
A national clean-up was also being organised for the weekend of 04 – 06.03.16. & Cllr. Fardon proposed that Council organise Spring litter pick to tie-in.  Council agreed Saturday 5th March 10.00am – 12.00 noon, meeting at the Green & Clerk to advise Bedford BC.  Cllr. Walker volunteered to collect litter picking equipment.
	Clerk
Clerk/

JW

	
	
	

	14.
	Calendar of Meetings for 2016/17:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2016/17

05.04.16. Annual Parish Meeting

01.11.16.

03.05.16.



06.12.16.

07.06.16.



03.01.17. Finance Advisory Group 



05.07.16.



10.01.17.
 

06.09.16




07.03.17.

04.10.16.



04.04.17. Annual Parish Meeting
Resolved to accept
	Clerk
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	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that as a result of Government’s announcement of a funding cut of £24.4 million to 2020, Bedford BC was considering measures to reduce costs over the medium term including reviews of: 
Adult Social Care to ensure a cost effective, equitable service capable of dealing with the pressures of an ageing population in an era of reducing budgets

Cultural Services so that The Higgins, the Corn Exchange and heritage sites could be provided in a sustainable way in the future. 

Waste and Recycling with a consultation on the introduction of fortnightly waste collections and the best way to provide green waste collections in the future.

Libraries by consulting on use of the service

Support Services to consider how services in all directorates could be better provided and extending the range of digital services.

Bedford BC had already made huge cost reductions without cutting services but all these services were now likely to be vulnerable
Cllr. Walker confirmed that 2 hours free parking every day would end on 31.01.16. but would continue to be available on Saturdays. 
	


	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st December 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02546/TPO – cut back sycamores at 2 The Spinney, Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.12.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02636/TPO – fell 1 horse chestnut & crown lift 2 oaks to 6m at Barmoor, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.12.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01530/S73A revised - construction of balcony (development already carried out) at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council continued to object.  Because of its size the balcony was obtrusive and the proposed mix of sizes and types of glass panels was out of keeping with neighbouring properties.  Despite the proposed obscured glass neighbours would still suffer loss of privacy given the size of the balcony.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.12.15. as obscure glazed panels would restrict views over the private areas of the neighbouring property and there should not therefore be a significant loss of neighbour amenity

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/02733/TPO – reduce 2 yew & 1 elm to boundary at Foxley, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.12.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st December 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02792/FUL – erection of new porch & single storey rear extension at 45 High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02851/TPO – re-pollard & remove 3 limbs from willow at 3 Ruffs Furze


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/02865/TPO – raise canopy & reduce height of 2 horse chestnuts by 2.3m at Oakland House, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Clerk confirmed that no further information had been received from Lincroft or Bedford BC on the proposed 3G pitch.
	

	
	
	

	
	Council had received a letter from Marcol/Bedfordia about their proposal for a new settlement on Twinwood Business Park & surrounding land & Council agreed that they would like to meet them to discuss.   Clerk to arrange.
	Clerk


	
	d) Bedford BC – consultation on draft Housing Strategy Review and Bedford Strategic Housing Market Assessment
	Action

	
	NDP Group was considering in detail and Council was content for NDP Group to respond.
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	17.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Housing Needs Survey & Plan Update
	

	
	Questionnaire responses had been forwarded to BRCC for analysis and comments on the Local Plan 2032 sent to Bedford BC.  The Housing Needs Survey had been agreed and would be circulated to residents in March. NDP Group was beginning work on drafting the policies for the final plan.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Government Review of Community Infrastructure Levy

	

	
	NALC was concerned about the non-mandatory nature of the CIL regime and had called for Government to increase the share of CIL for councils with an adopted neighbourhood plan from 25% to 35%.  Bedford BC already had a CIL scheme in place and Council supported the increase from 25% to 35% for councils with an adopted NDP.
	Clerk


	18.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – consultation on changes to rural grants 


          
           

           
	

	
	Bedford BC was proposing to pay only 50% of the cost of a project and the maximum contribution would be reduced to £20K.  Projects would be looked on more favourably if the Parish Council was contributing to the cost.  Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – draft Homelessness Strategy
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Civic Service 21.02.16. to celebrate 850th Anniversary of Bedford’s Royal Charter
	

	
	Service to be held at St Paul’s Church at 3.00pm followed by a Civic Reception at the Corn Exchange.  Chair was unable to attend.  Council to be represented by Cllr. Jones.
	PJ

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	AFC Oakley had requested either £540 or £810 towards the cost of attaining either 2 or 3 FA level 2 coaching qualifications (£270 per person).  FA coaching mentor had suggested that the club secured funds for 4 coaches to FA Coaching Badge Level 2 standard at a total cost of £1,080.  Balance to be provided from Club fees & fundraising.  75% of members were from Oakley.  Clerk noted that £983 remained in s.137 budget
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr.  Saunders, seconded by Cllr. White that £540 be donated
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk


	 20.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 12th January 2016
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.1215.
	£5,475.71

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.15.
	£135,352.99

	Nationwide –investment bond balance at 31.12.15.
	£140,000.00


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Clark
	Allotment rent
	£15.00

	Mills 
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Clark
	Allotment rent
	£14.00

	Russell
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Bedford BC
	Rural Grant for Old School new boiler 
	£1,074.00

	Groundwork UK
	Neighbourhood Plan grant
	£4,069.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£12.36

	
	Total
	£5,240.31

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Day Centre
	S. 137 donation
	£500.00
	1211

	
	H M Revenue & Customs
	Quarterly PAYE
	£870.97
	1212

	
	Light Refreshment
	2015 Christmas lights
	£2,085.58
	1213

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting December payment
	£665.50
	1214

	
	Wildman
	Emptying bottle bank 22.12.15.
	£56.40
	1215

	
	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Wetpour repairs
	£6,186.00
	1217

	
	Oakley Properties Ltd
	2016 rent for riverside meadow 
	£100.00
	1218

	
	LWS
	Allotment ditch works & repair to Linch Furlong steps
	£1,956.00
	1219

	
	Friends of the Old School
	Bedford BC Rural Grant for new boiler 
	£1,074.00
	1220

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  07.01.16. & 12.01.16. 5hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	1221

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses December
	£769.52
	1222

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection December
	£206.07
	1223

	
	
	Total
	£14,653.87
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Budget & Precept 2016/17
	Action

	
	Two quotations had now been received for the wildlife meadow at Riverside, £775 for the first year to include sowing wildflower seeds then £325 p.a. to cut and clear once a year and maintain paths (excluding the small field) and £700 p.a. to mow long grass areas and remove cuttings once p.a. and mow short grass areas approximately 8 times a year.  Contractor would require a 5 year contract.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £700 p.a. be accepted as contractor was an expert in this type of maintenance and that a contract for 5 years, reviewed after 2 years, be agreed
Resolved
The Finance Group recommended two new items of expenditure.  
£2,000 for “no parking on verge” schemes

£2,000 for a dropped kerb from Dewlands opposite the Village Hall

Non precept income was expected to increase by £2,000 in 2016/17 due to a larger VAT refund as a result of expenditure on the wetpour repairs and increased interest payments from the investment bond.  Excluding new projects, expenditure was likely to reduce by £53,500 in 2016/17 because of the purchase of average speed cameras in 2015/16 offset by employer’s pension contributions and an increased grant budget in 2016/17.

The Borough Council had agreed to pay a top up grant of £841 in 2016/17.  Therefore, with a precept of £50,689 the band D rate would increase by 1.5% to £53.04.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that the budget be accepted and the precept set at £50,689.

Resolved
Chairman signed Bedford BC precept request form
	Clerk

Clerk


	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 1st March 2016
	


