OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.12.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st December 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, M Taylor, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: 

	
	None

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. White for item 9 as a contractor quoting for the work.  Cllr. Olney for item 19 as a Governor of Oakley Lower & item 20 as a Trustee of the Day Centre.  Cllr. Walker for item 19 as relatives were on the waiting list for the Day Centre.  


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had chased Bedford BC about flooding near the bridges & asked for overhanging brambles in Pavenham Road to be cut back and leaves removed from footways beside the green.  Clerk had also asked residents to cut back overhanging hedges.
	

	
	Play areas – Wicksteed had advised that they had miscalculated the cost of the wetpour repairs and that the cost would be £5,155 + VAT.  Council had accepted as this was still the lowest quotation. Wetpour repairs begun 01.12.15.  No response from SMP regarding the head & neck entrapment on MUGA 
	

	
	Allotments – allotment tenant had burned the rubbish on the site and Clerk had thanked him
	

	
	St Mary’s Church – PCC had thanked Council for the donation towards the roof repairs
	

	
	Drone cameras – Mr. Burt MP had advised that regulations apply to drone cameras & if residents consider their privacy has been invaded they should inform the police with any details to identify the device/owner.  Criminal prosecutions had been brought in some cases.
	

	
	Parrott Holdings – will be moving out of Oakley in 2016

	

	
	Willow Vale hedge – residents had requested that hedge be cut back and contractor had trimmed as part of the Pavenham Road/allotments hedge contract.  
	

	
	Willow Vale track - the bank under the hedge had reduced the width of the track and Chair & AKS Tuning had volunteered to cut back in the New Year.   Residents had also requested that Bedford BC repair potholes in the track.
	

	
	Oakley 20 – advising that 2016 race to be held 03.04.16. from 10.00am.  They will be applying for closure of Station Road for about an hour when the race starts for safety reasons and will look to see what additional signs they can provide for Bevery Close
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd November 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There was 1 reported crime in November, a common assault in Lovell Road on 09.11.15. 
	


	  8.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Amey had advised that the street light by the camera at the northern end of Station Road was the correct level of brightness and the one the other end would be upgraded.  Clerk had advised resident.  Bedford BC had advised that accommodation work for cameras in Pavenham Road would be completed by Christmas.  Pavenham Road & Church Lane cameras would be operational by the end of February 2016.  Lovell Road cameras would be operational by the end of March 2016.  Cllr. Olney & Clerk to continue to chase Bedford BC to keep to the timetable.  34 motorists had been warned about speeding in Station Road.
	PO/

Clerk


	  9.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations to install new bollards for £495 + VAT and £419 + VAT.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that quotation for £419 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk
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	10.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney had discussed with Mr. Youngman and would be holding a further meeting in January with Cllr. Taylor & Mr. Youngman.
	PO

	
	
	

	11.
	Appointment of New Clerk:
	Action

	
	References were acceptable but Mrs. Johnstone had now turned down the offer of the Clerk’s post.  Mrs. Paice had agreed to continue for the present and the post would be re-advertised in Spring 2016.  Clerk would work from the Old School on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm on a trial basis until 31.03.15. and whether to continue with an office in the village would be reviewed after that date.  A new telephone number - 07873 887370 and email address – parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk had been set up.  Bedford BC could be employed to administer PAYE, pension contributions and salary payments for £250 + VAT p.a. for up to 5 employees.
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr.  Sansom that Bedford BC be used for PAYE, pension contributions & salary payments
Resolved
Given that Mrs. Paice had agreed to continue, proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. Jones that her salary be increased by one scale point to point 33 i.e. £10,877 w.e.f. 01.12.15.
Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk


	12.
	2015 Christmas Tree event:
	Action

	
	Light Refreshment had quoted £1,550 and Chair & Clerk had accepted as agreed at November meeting.  Lights would be installed 03. & 04.12.15. and JAP Sound Ltd had kindly agreed to store the cherry picker.  Clerk had asked Pre-School and Lower School to advertise the event to parents and posters were on notice boards and the website.  Council thanked Mrs. White for making a Christmas wreath for the Council.
	


	13.
	Management of Riverside Meadow & Island:
	Action

	
	Contractor who manages Linch Furlong had quoted £700 p.a. to manage Riverside Meadow but would want a 5 year contract.  Cllr. Sansom had put together a schedule for the work and had met another contractor on site 26.11.15.  Awaiting further quotation for the work.
	Clerk


	14.
	Tree Works at Ruffs Furze:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations for £200 + VAT to raise the canopies, remove all dead wood and kill ivy on various small trees and £300 + VAT to remove deadwood & crown lift to 3m around 12 trees.
Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £200 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street
	

	
	The consultation on the proposed yellow lines had been carried out and Bedford BC had received 6 objections.  Bedford BC had asked for Council’s views and some councillors were concerned that lines would not be enforced.  Cllr. Walker noted that no parking on the verge signs were being enforced in Clapham and suggested that the yellow lines could be enforced at the same time.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Council ask Bedford BC to proceed with yellow lines around and opposite the Reynes Drive/High Street junction on safety grounds
Resolved by a majority of 7 in favour, 3 against & 1 abstention
In response to a resident’s concerns about access, Bedford BC had suggested H bars at the entrances to 36a & 38 High Street.  Resident considered that these would make access more difficult therefore Council agreed not to support.  Clerk to advise resident.

Cllr. Sansom noted that the Royal Mail vans & employees’ vehicles parked in Reynes Drive were exacerbating the situation.  Council agreed that Clerk should write to the Planning Department as the Post Office was now a distribution centre and parking issues should be addressed and to Royal Mail again asking them to find alternative parking and suggesting they discuss with the Bedford Arms.  Other villages were experiencing similar problems with Royal Mail parking and Clerk also to write to Mr. Burt MP asking him to include on the agenda for his next parishes meeting.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk


	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC was consulting on various issues.  Council Tax might rise next year by up to 2% but budget would not be finalised until January/February 2016.  The link road was on schedule to open in February/March 2016
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	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd November 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02249/TPO – crown lift walnut to 6m at Hadlow, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.11.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02339/FUL one & a half storey side extension with front & rear dormers at 94 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 19.11.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01771/FUL – extensions & alterations to bungalow to create 3 bedroom house & removal of render from existing walls at 55 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that converting the bungalow to a house would constitute overdevelopment of the site.  The size of the building would lead to a loss of amenity for the immediate neighbour and would be out of keeping with other bungalows along the road.  The development would result in loss of light for the immediate neighbour and may not comply with Design Code E6.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refused 19.11.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/00445/FUL – conversion of existing barn to residential dwelling at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the conversion is in keeping with the surrounding area.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 19.11.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd November 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02546/TPO – cut back sycamores at 2 The Spinney, Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02733/TPO – reduce 2 yew & 1 elm to boundary at Foxley, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/02636/TPO – fell 1 horse chestnut & crown lift 2 oaks to 6m at Barmoor, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	d) national  petition for third party right of appeal in planning
	Action

	
	Bletsoe PC had requested support for an online petition for third party right of appeal in planning which would give parish councils a right to appeal planning decisions to the Planning Inspectorate.
Council agreed to support the petition
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that application 15/01530/S73A (Glenmore, Westfield Road) had been deferred for site visits
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned about maintenance of Farrows Close as it had not been adopted by Bedford BC.  Council agreed that Clerk to write to Bedford BC asking why the road had not been adopted and whether there were any long term cost implications for the Parish Council if it remained un-adopted.  Clerk to include on January agenda
	Clerk

Clerk


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Questionnaires
	

	
	261 questionnaires had been completed which would provide robust evidence for the NDP.  NDP Group was inputting paper copies onto Survey Monkey for analysis and policies would then be formulated and issued for consultation.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC Local Plan 2032 consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking comments on the vision & objectives of the plan, the assessments for housing & jobs requirements, the settlement hierarchy assessment, site selection, sustainability & green space methodologies and retail & commercial leisure studies.  

Cllr. Olney noted that there was very little in the vision & objectives on rural issues and no reference to the Landscape Character Assessment.  Also urban & rural policies were not integrated and NDPs were not mentioned.
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	The Economy & Employment Land Study only considered offices, shops & warehouses and there was no mention of the need to attract creative, scientific & IT companies.  The retail & commercial leisure studies should also include attracting tourists through niche shops, music & theatres and making the Town Centre more attractive

Green space methodology did not take account of the Borough’s Landscape Character Assessment and more weight should be given to parishes views on green space.
NDP Group considered that the settlement hierarchy methodology was flawed.  Infrastructure in villages targeted to take larger developments would be put under pressure and smaller villages could be left to stagnate because of insufficient growth to justify improvements to local services.  Site selection should take account of development already undertaken in recent years, current and potential capacity of infrastructure and services and the character of villages and it would be better to pool development for a number of villages and let them suggest the locations for housing or location of a new settlement.
The housing allocation was arbitrary and CPRE was challenging Bedford BC housing need calculations.   Cllr. Sansom noted that there was already approval for 13,000 houses and Bedford BC had calculated that 4,500 more were required.  CPRE considered that 13,000 were sufficient for local need and 25% inward migration and as Bedford BC had more than a five year land bank it would satisfy the requirements of the Planning Inspector.  The current Local Plan would not be completed until 2026 and therefore Bedford BC was over-forecasting.  CPRE assessment would be sent to all parishes who were members of CPRE shortly.

Draft response to be circulated to councillors for comment.
NDP Group had suggested that the village should allocate sites and Council agreed.  NDP Group would need to advise Bedford BC.

Clerk to arrange for a reminder on the website that as well as completing the recent questionnaires, residents needed to put their views to Bedford BC by 14th December.
	ALL

Clerk

Clerk 


	19.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Lower School & Sharnbrook Academy – consultations on changes to age ranges & admissions
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – Civic Carol Service 13.12.15.
	

	
	Chair & Mrs. Phillips to attend.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Rural Day Centre had requested £500 to support Oakley residents at the Centre and the continued delivery of the service.  Annual costs for the Centre are £93,826 and balance would be sought from Bedford BC, other grant making bodies, parish councils & fees from clients.  1 Oakley resident attends the Centre.  Balance of £99,885 at 31.03.15. 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr.  Fardon, seconded by Cllr.  Nicholas that £500 be donated
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk


	 21.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 1st December 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.15.
	£5,911.25

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.15.
	£57,610.04

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.15.
	£76,641.59

	Nationwide –investment bond balance at 30.11.15.
	£140,000.00


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Keyte
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Seager
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Gater
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Hutson
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Whatley
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Hull
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Pagliaro
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Herceg
	Allotment rent
	£30.00

	Cooper
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Cox
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Day
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Percival
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Mather
	Allotment rent
	£18.65


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.12.15.
	
	5.


	UK Power Networks
	Wayleave
	£56.55

	Campbell
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Oakham Decorators
	Newsletter
	£54.00

	Whites Engineering
	Newsletter
	£108.00

	Dawkins
	Newsletter
	£72.00

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£438.35

	
	Total
	£1,113.25

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley PCC
	S.137 donation
	£2,000.00
	1200

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms November
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting November payment
	£665.50
	1201

	
	Wildman
	Emptying bottle bank 29.10.15. & 26.11.15.
	£112.80
	1202

	
	Mrs. Paice
	Office telephone
	£59.99
	1203

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£630.00
	1204

	
	Premier Home & Garden 
	Highfield Road bridleway gate
	£270.00
	1205

	
	SLCC
	Memebership renewal
	£149.00
	1206

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£60.37
	1207

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  01.12.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1208

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses November
	£757.69
	1209

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection November
	£239.39
	1210

	
	
	Total
	£5,116.57
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Transfer of funds to investment bond
	Action

	
	£140,000 had been transferred to Nationwide.  NatWest would not make a BACS payment only a CHAPS payment which had cost £23.00.  
Following the transfer to the investment bond proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Business Reserve Account 62419579 be closed and £30,000 of the balance of Business Reserve Account 62419579 be transferred to Business Current Account 62143883 and the balance of Business Reserve Account  62419579 be transferred to Business Reserve Account 62239112      

Resolved
NatWest was concerned that one of the cheque signatures had changed and therefore required a new bank mandate.  
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that Cllrs. Frampton, Jones, Saunders,  Walker & White and the Clerk, Mrs. Paice be signatories on the accounts
Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Grass Cutting Schedule 2016/17
	Action

	
	Clerk had issued 5 sets of documents and received three quotations for £6744.31 + VAT, £6490 + VAT and £6435 + VAT excluding Linch Furlong & Riverside Meadow.

Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr.  Jones that quotation for £6435 + VAT be accepted

Resolved 
Contractor who managed Linch Furlong had offered to do so again in 2016/17 for the same price of £700

Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the quotation for £700 be accepted 

Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Precept 2016/17
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft budget for consideration at Finance Meeting.  No new projects had been suggested for 2016/17.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon noted that 2016 would be 10th edition of the Directory and Lincroft students had designed a commemorative cover.  Council thanked Cllr. Fardon & her team for their work on the Directory.
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of next Council meeting:  5th January 2016 - Finance Group




        12th January 2016 
	


