OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.11.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), S Fardon, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, M Taylor, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Frampton (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. Olney for item 20 as a member of the Parochial Church Council.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th October 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported the gully flooding near the bridges.  Area was still flooding & Clerk to chase.  Pavenham Road to be closed 15.12.15. between 9.00am & 3.30pm for average speed camera installation
	Clerk

	
	Play areas – Clerk had ordered parts for chicken mobile.  No response from SMP regarding the head & neck trap in the MUGA identified in annual inspection.  Bedford BC had advised that they would not empty a bin in The Furlong play area and a bin in the street was not needed.    Clerk to ask litter picker to check periodically.  Awaiting quotations for a sign for The Furlong play area.
	

	
	Allotments – one of the allotment tenants had advised that he could burn the rubbish safely without inconveniencing neighbours and a skip would not therefore be needed.  Cllr. Nicholas had reminded tenants not to leave rubbish on site.
	

	
	Lovell Road dog bin – Cllr. White had fixed the bin back onto the post & Council thanked him.
	

	
	Drone cameras – Clerk had registered concern about their use with Mr. Burt MP
	

	
	Ruffs Furze – Clerk had requested tree surgeons to inspect trees on the small greens
	

	
	Youth Club – had thanked Council for the donation of £4,500
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th October 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There was 1 reported crime in October, criminal damage to a vehicle in Grenidge Way.
Clerk noted that PCSO would attend the January meeting and Bedfordshire Police had started an e-petition to try & ensure that the service is adequately funded in future.
	


	  8.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Station Road speed cameras were now operational & mobile signs had been advising motorists.  Resident in Station Road was still concerned about the brightness of the street light by the camera & Clerk had chased Amey for a response.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that light did not spill out from motorway camera lights.  Councillors were concerned that traffic was now using Church Lane instead of Station Road & Clerk & Cllr. Olney to chase Bedford BC to keep to the installation timetable.  Mobile warning signs were no longer working and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to remove.
	Clerk/

PO
Clerk


	  9.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to install new bollards and received one for £495 + VAT.  Awaiting further quotations.  Deferred to December meeting.
	Clerk


	10.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney to arrange a meeting with Mr. Youngman & Cllr. Taylor.
	PO

	
	
	

	11.
	Appointment of New Clerk:
	Action

	
	Two applicants had been interviewed and Francesca Johnstone had been selected.  She had accepted the post and one reference had been received.  Awaiting a second reference.  

Starting salary needed to be set and proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that she start on point 27, which took account of her CiLCA qualification i.e. £8,966.78 p.a. for 14 hours per week with probation period to run to 31.03.15.

Resolved
	Clerk
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	Setting up an office in the Old School had been raised and Council agreed that the new Clerk should work partly from home partly from the Old School.  Council would need to rent an additional room on the ground floor to enable access for residents and provide a mobile telephone.  Clerk could use the office on days when the Day Centre was in the Old School so that she was not alone in the building.  Clerk to advise new Clerk and she, Chair & Clerk to meet at the Old School to arrange.
	Clerk/

PP


	12.
	2015 Christmas Tree event:
	Action

	
	Church had requested that lights are put in the deciduous tree next to the Christmas Tree in the churchyard this year.  Clerk had received one quotation to install/take down lights at churchyard and crossroads for £1,400 + VAT from Bedford BC.  Light Refreshment, who had previously installed the lights, would not be able to quote until after 07.11.15. but had indicated the cost would be hire of the cherry picker & five days labour & that lights would be installed w/c 30.11.15.  Cllr. Fardon commented that Light Refreshment had done an excellent job free of charge for several years and that should not be disregarded 
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Council accept Light Refreshment’s quotation provided it was similar to the Borough Council’s given the quality of the service provided previously and Chair & Clerk to make the decision
Resolved

Cllr. Olney to confirm that churches were happy to provide refreshments at the lighting event 05.12.15. 

Clerk had reminded contractor about replacing the Christmas Tree
	Clerk/
PP

PO


	13.
	Review of Council Policy Documents:
	Action

	
	Council was required to put policy documents on the website (along with financial information, evidence of participation in the planning process & consultation with residents) as part of the Quality status criteria.  Clerk had revised & circulated copies of Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, Complaints Procedure, Disciplinary & Grievance Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy, Health & Safety Policy and Training Policy.  An Action Plan was also required and Clerk had drafted & circulated.  Council agreed that the ongoing actions in the Action Plan should include ensuring employee well-being and providing transparency in Council affairs and regular opportunities for the public to participate
Proposed by Cllr.  Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Olney that policies and revised Action Plan be approved and put on the website

Resolved
	Clerk


	14.
	Management of Riverside Meadow & Island:
	Action

	
	Contractor who manages Linch Furlong had quoted £700 p.a. to manage Riverside Meadow but would want a 5 year contract.  Cllr. Sansom had put together a schedule for the work and Clerk had requested additional quotations.  Cllrs. Sansom & Saunders to meet one contractor on site w/c 16.11.15.
	GS/RS


	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Cllr. White was concerned that the yellow lines had yet to be marked in High Street/Reynes Drive.  Chair noted that consultation notices had been posted.  Councillors were concerned about overhanging hedges in the High Street and Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask residents to cut back.  Tree in Dewlands by the garages was overgrown & Clerk to obtain quotations to cut back & accept the lowest.  Fly tipped gas bottles had been reported to Bedford BC.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the 2016/17 Borough Council budget and the school age range review had been issued for consultation.

 http://www.bedford.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/consultations/budget_2016_consultation.aspx
 http://www.bedford.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/consultations/school_structure_consultation.aspx
NDP Group was considering the Borough Local Plan 2032 consultation.
	


	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th October 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01907/FUL – single storey front & pitched roof to garage at 1 Ruffs Furze


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 02.10.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02093/TPO – red oak – 20% crown reduction

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.10.15.
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	Application No.
	c) 15/02067/TPO – re-pollard 2 balsam poplars at 55 High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.10.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th October 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/02249/TPO – crown lift walnut to 6m at Hadlow, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02339/FUL one & a half storey side extension with front & rear dormers at 94 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01530/S73A revised - construction of balcony (development already carried out) at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council continued to object.  Because of its size the balcony was obtrusive and the proposed mix of sizes and types of glass panels was out of keeping with neighbouring properties.  Despite the proposed obscured glass neighbours would still suffer loss of privacy given the size of the balcony.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that a decision on application 15/01771/FUL – extensions & alterations to bungalow to create 3 bedroom house & removal of render from existing walls at 55 Church Lane had been deferred for a site visit
	


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC Local Plan 2032 consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking comments on the vision & objectives of the plan, the assessments for housing & jobs requirements, the settlement hierarchy assessment, site selection & green space methodologies and retail & commercial leisure studies.  Documents were at www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2032 & NDP Group was considering and would report to the December Council.  Cllr. Jones offered to assist in reviewing the documents
	ALL

PJ

	
	
	

	
	b) Oakley Questionnaire
	

	
	Paper copies of the questionnaire had been distributed and links put on the website to the main questionnaire & youth questionnaire.  Responses to be returned by 13.11.15.  Councillors to encourage residents to complete a survey.  Cllr. Olney suggested A5 flyers be sent to Pre-School & Lower School parents & Clerk to organise.  Council thanked NDP Group for their work on the questionnaire
	ALL
Clerk


	19.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Bedford BC – free orange sacks available 14.12.15. – 05.01.15. for Christmas recycling.  
	

	
	Sacks would be available from Bedford Central Library, Putnoe Library, Wootton Library, Bromham Library, Kempston Town Library, Customer Service Centre (Horne Lane, Bedford), and the Household Waste Recycling Centre (Barkers Lane, Bedford).   Sacks would also be provided to Councils for distribution w/c 07.12.15.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	

	
	St. Mary’s Church had requested £2,000 towards the cost of replacing the lead on the north aisle roof which was stolen in August.  Total cost of the project was £16,000 & £7,000 of the balance would be from insurance (as lead was to be used not steel) & the remainder would be from application to Friends of St. Mary’s & from PCC funds.  Bank balance at 31.12.14. was £48,842.19 
Clerk noted that if £2,000 was donated £1,500 would remain in the budget.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that £2,000 be donated.  A new security system had been put in place but Council was disappointed that the Diocese was insisting on replacing the roof with the more vulnerable lead
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk


	 21.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 6th October 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.15.
	£11,135.29

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.15.
	£57,171.69

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.10.15.
	£216,223.69
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	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Walker 
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Wright
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Blackwell
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Chalker
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Angels Instead
	Newsletter
	20.00

	ORA
	Newsletter
	£432.00

	Oakley IT
	Newsletter
	£216.00

	Barnwell
	Newsletter
	£30.00

	Elsby
	Allotment rent
	£10.00

	Iglaze
	Newsletter
	£216.00

	Lincroft School
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Durrant
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Nicholas
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Elsby
	Allotment rent
	£27.30

	Fisher
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Elliott
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Clark
	Allotment rent
	£15.00

	Weston
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Marshall
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Gilbert
	Allotment rent
	£15.00

	Sellars
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Cerski
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Day
	Allotment rent
	£37.30

	Bowler
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Willsher
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Gavin
	Allotment rent
	£18.65

	Seager
	Newsletter
	£144.00

	Almond Garage Doors
	Newsletter
	£108.00

	R P Testa
	Newsletter
	£108.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£9.10

	
	Total
	£1,779.35

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	S.137 donation
	£4,500.00
	1186

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£862.66
	1187

	
	Sharman Law
	Legal fees for Riverside lease
	£794.00
	1188

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms October
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting October payment
	£665.50
	1189

	
	Wildman
	Emptying bottle bank 08.10.15.
	£56.40
	1190

	
	Whites Engineering
	Re-fixing Lovell Road dog bin
	£60.00
	1191

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire
	£425.00
	1192

	
	Methodist Church
	Hire of rooms for Neighbourhood Plan meetings January - July 2015
	£86.50
	1193

	
	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1194

	
	Clapham PC
	Photocopying
	£6.20
	1195

	
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath - s.137 donation
	£17.00
	1196

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  22.10.15. & 03.11.15. 5hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	1197

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses October
	£737.63
	1198

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection October
	£239.59
	1199

	
	
	Total
	£8,670.31
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Transfer of funds to investment bond
	Action

	
	A BACS payment was required to transfer funds into the investment bond and Cllrs. Saunders & Walker signed the authorisation for £140,000 to be transferred as agreed at July meeting.
	Clerk
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	c) Grass Cutting Schedule 2016/17
	Action

	
	Council was content with the schedule excluding Linch Furlong & Riverside Meadow, which were on separate contracts.  Clerk to obtain quotations for 2016/17.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Council Tax Support Grant & Precept 2016/17
	Action

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on changes to the Council Tax Support Grant whereby funding would be provided for a further two years to those councils where the Council Tax Base remains below the 2012/13 level. Funding proposed for 2016/17 would be determined by reference to each council’s tax base in comparison to its 2012/13 tax base.  Funding in 2017/18 is proposed to be 50% of the funding provided in 2016/17, after which time funding would be phased out entirely.
On the basis of the 2015/16 figures the grant part of the precept would reduce by £623.  Council had no comments.
Councillors to consider new items for inclusion in 2015/16 budget and advise Clerk for discussion at December meeting.  
	Clerk
ALL

Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of next Council meeting: 1st December 2015   
	


