OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.10.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th October 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, M Taylor, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 4 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  S Fardon (business), J Walker (business)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. Nicholas for item 15 as an allotment tenant & Chair of the Allotment Management Committee


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st September 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported the broken manhole cover in Ruffs Furze, the broken drain under the Lovell Road railway bridge and the open casing on the lamp post in the Dewlands/Ruffs Furze alleyway.  Lovell Road & Oakley Road, Clapham would be closed overnight on 19/20.10.15. to repair the  defective fire hydrant under the bridge.
	

	
	Allotments – site had passed Anglian Water inspection & Council thanked Cllr. Nicholas for replacing the tap.
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway – new gate had been fitted.  Council thanked Cllr. Olney for the donation from her Ward Fund
	

	
	Linch Furlong gate - Clerk had chased Bedford BC for a response.
	

	
	Warehousing operations – Clerk had requested a copy of the planning conditions for the Blakemore operation in Pavenham & requested that Planning consider more carefully the type of employment appropriate for the rural area and consult more widely when access is via surrounding villages.
	

	
	Remembrance Day – Clerk had requested road closure.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st September 2015: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that residents were very appreciative of the new Highfield Road bridleway gate & Clerk to thank contractor.
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in August, 1 miscellaneous theft & 1criminal damage to a vehicle and 6 in September, 2 assaults, 1 burglary not in a dwelling, 1 theft of a vehicle, 1 miscellaneous theft & 1criminal damage.
Clerk to invite the new PCSO to a future meeting.
	Clerk


	  8.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had apologised for the delays & incorrect information concerning the speed cameras and had provided a timetable for completion of the scheme.  Signs had now been erected on Station Road & Pavenham Road and variable message signs would be placed in Station Road to advise motorists that cameras would be operational shortly.  Bedford BC had also held a site meeting with police who had recommended that the High Street camera be relocated to Church Lane and that Lovell Road cameras cover the stretch between the railway bridge & Station Road.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC for the cost of providing cameras the length of Lovell Road and an additional pair of cameras would cost £40 – 50K.  A 40mph limit was being introduced between Oakley and Pavenham and police had asked that the 30mph limit on Pavenham Road be extended by about 80m to help moderate speeds.  Once the Traffic Regulation Order was in place the 30mph speed limit signs would be relocated and the remaining camera signs erected.
Chair commented that although he did not disagree with the recommendation for Church Lane, it was disappointing that the police had based it on the expected low number of offences as the purpose of the cameras was to slow traffic throughout the village.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that High Street camera be relocated to Church Lane and that Lovell Road cameras cover the stretch between the railway bridge & Station Road
Resolved
	Clerk


	  9.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to install new bollards and received one for £495 + VAT.  Awaiting further quotations.
	Clerk
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	10.
	Proposed 3G Sports Pitch:
	Action

	
	Public meeting had been held 16.09.15.  Lincroft School had described the proposed scheme and Council had reported on their visits to Redborne & Wixams pitches and explained the planning process.  Council would inform those residents who had provided their email addresses when the application had been issued for consultation and they would need to comment direct to the Borough Planning Department.  Residents had raised concerns about light pollution, parking, traffic in and out of the village, noise, safety of children crossing the road, changing facilities, adverse impact on the village community & OSSC, funding & lack of information.  Some attendees had commented that the pitch would help keep young people engaged in education and sport & without the pitch Lincroft would be at a disadvantage once 2 tier education was introduced as they had no artificial pitch at present.  Presentations from the meeting were on the website www.oakleyvillage.co.uk and there was no update yet on the planning application.
Cllr. Sansom commented that a 3G pitch was being put forward at Wootton and this was a much more suitable site than that at Lincroft.  He added that Lincroft should carry out their own consultation as the meeting on 16.09.15. was a Council meeting not a planning consultation.  Cllr. Olney had been approached by Bedfordshire on Sunday and had reported on the public meeting.  A resident had also put a poll on Streetlife Oakley about the pitch.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney would be meeting with Mr. Youngman & Cllr. Taylor to discuss designs.
	PO/MT

	
	
	

	12.
	Appointment of New Clerk:
	Action

	
	Clerk had resigned w.e.f. 30.11.15.  Vacancy had been advertised and Chair, Cllrs. Sansom & Walker to interview applicants shortly after the closing date of 20.10.15. Chair thanked Clerk for her work for the Council and Cllr. Olney added thanks from the Neighbourhood Plan Group.      
	PP/GS/JW


	13.
	Bus Shelter & Litter Picker Salary:
	Action

	
	Minimum wage rose to £6.70 w.e.f. 01.10.15.  Therefore litter picker’s salary would need to be increased w.e.f. 01.10.15.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that salary be increased to £267.04 per month for April to October and £225.12 per month for November to March 
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Bus shelter cleaning salary was due for review from April 2016 & Clerk noted that living wage of £7.20 p.h. would need to be paid w.e.f. 01.04.16. for both litter picking & bus shelter cleaning
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Play Inspection Reports:
	Action

	
	Contractor had quoted £290 to replace splintered sides to chicken mobile (new sides to be purchased by Council), earth up slabs by outside seats, remove splintering from red/yellow carousel, repair /replace worn links on swings, remove excess thread on log balance, tighten loose fixings to fireman’s pole at the Green and 
refix yellow D hoop handle, earth up by dog grids & straighten railing at The Furlong.  Contractor had also suggested fitting a bin and sign indicating where to report problems in The Furlong play area.
Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation be accepted & metal bin be purchased at a cost of £253 + VAT provided Bedford BC would empty it.
Resolved

Clerk to order new parts for chicken mobile & obtain quotations for sign.

Clerk had chased SMP for a response regarding the head & neck trap in the MUGA identified in annual inspection.
	Clerk

Clerk


	15.
	Allotment Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that several of the tenants had carried out much of the maintenance on the site.  However, the pedestrian gates were not closing properly because the posts were moving and could potentially trap fingers.  Gates with reinforced frames were required and he volunteered to obtain costs of two new gates.  Poorly maintained/abandoned plots were a problem and Cllr. Nicholas suggested that consideration might need to be given to mowing and covering them with weed suppressing matting.  Rubbish was also accumulating on site and as bonfires might cause problems to neighbouring residents and the railway a skip was needed.  Cllr. White noted that a permanent trade waste bin might be a cheaper option but the Allotment Committee did not want to encourage residents to leave rubbish on site.  
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that a skip be hired

Resolved
Chair noted that Mr. Baily was no longer able to maintain the planting at the village entrances & War Memorial and asked if any of the allotment tenants might be interested.  Cllr. Nicholas to ask tenants.

	SN
Clerk

SN
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	16.
	Photographs for Website:
	Action

	
	Website manager had requested Council consider new photographs for the website & had suggested a drone photography business in Oakley, which would offer a 50% discount for three hours of photography reducing the cost to £150.  Cllr. Sansom commented that drones were an invasion of privacy & suggested Council write to Mr. Burt MP to register concern about their use.  Cllr. Nicholas advised that drone photography could be an asset when used responsibly.  Council considered that ground level photography was adequate for the website, therefore proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that drone photography should not be pursued.

Resolved

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Mr. Chalker be asked if he would be interested in providing photographs for the website

Resolved
Council also agreed Clerk to write to Mr. Burt MP about use of drones.
	Clerk
PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	New Litter Bins in Village:
	Action

	
	Residents had requested new litter bins in front of Lovell Homes, outside Lincroft & Oakley Lower schools, at the back of Oakley Lower, near the new proposed 3G pitch, in the alley way from Dewlands to Lincroft, at all corners of the green, near the basket ball court, by the river & in front of the church.  Bedford BC had surveyed the sites & had suggested replacing the litter bin by the bus stop in Lovell Road with a large one, that the litter bin at the bus shelter near Reynes Drive was the best position on Station Road but if Council considered that another bin was needed it should be between both schools, three bins were adequate on the green but one could be moved to the Grenidge Way side, there was already a bin in the layby near the river and any bins off the highway would not be emptied by the Borough & bins were not needed behind Oakley Lower & in Church Lane. 
A new bin in the area near the alley way from Dewlands to Lincroft was needed but to be emptied by the Borough would near to be near 64 Dewlands.  Clerk noted that Council had no bins left in store & a 95 l metal bin would cost £253 + VAT

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that Clerk approach residents at 64 Dewlands and if they were content purchase a 95 l black metal bin for £253 + VAT 

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Management of Riverside Meadow & Island:
	Action

	
	Contractor who manages Linch Furlong had met with councillors to discuss management of the Riverside meadow & island in a similar way   He had quoted £700 p.a. for the work but would want a 5 year contract.  Cllr. Sansom to put together a schedule for the work and Clerk to request additional quotations
	GS/

Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that he had replaced stakes in the community orchard & that the trees were thriving.  They were now starting to crop but there was not yet enough for the whole community so Council agreed that allotment tenants be asked if they would like the fruit next year.
	SN


	19.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Saunders reported that the drain was blocked in Church Lane on the bend near the bridges and the road flooding.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to clear.
Cllr. Jones noted that the trees on the Ruffs Furze greens had dropped branches and Clerk to ask tree surgeon to check them.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC would shortly be consulting on budget cuts.  There was no further scope for efficiency savings so frontline services would have to be cut.  The proposals included reducing or ending grants for community organisations, discontinuing separate dog waste collections, stopping Summer Play Schemes and stopping funding for changes in speed limits - see www.councillorsupport.bedford.gov.uk for details.  A further consultation on the hospital & care in the community was due in 2016.
	


	21.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st September 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01597/FUL – removal of single storey outshot & construction of 2 storey rear/side extension & porch at 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.09.15.
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	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st September 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01907/FUL – single storey front & pitched roof to garage at 1 Ruffs Furze


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/02067/TPO – re-pollard 2 balsam poplars at 55 High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01771/FUL – extensions & alterations to bungalow to create 3 bedroom housee & removal of render from existing walls at 55 Church Lane – amended plans



	
	Parish Comments:
	Council continues to object to this application on the grounds that converting the bungalow to a house would constitute overdevelopment of the site and be out of keeping with other bungalows along the road.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that application 15/00669/FUL (change of use from B1 to B2 at Willow Vale) had been withdrawn
	


	22.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC Local Plan 2032 consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC would be consulting on the Local Plan 2032, including housing allocations, from 19.10.15 – 14.12.15.  50 – 150 houses had been included in the consultation for Oakley.  Drop in sessions were being held and had been advertised on the notice board & the website and information & comment forms were available at www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2032.  The consultation would also seek views on jobs & retail growth and local green spaces and would include a further call for sites and councillors would encourage residents to view the documents & respond.  Cllr. Olney commented that Oakley could make a robust case to take less than 50 houses.  The allocation was arbitrary according to the size of the village and some of the smaller villages wanted more than the 10 – 20 allocated to them to maintain the viability of their schools.  One alternative option was a new settlement where the infrastructure could be put in place with the housing and which would be more sustainable for the future.  The NDP Group would be discussing at their meeting on 22.10.15. and would report back to the November Council.  
	ALL

	
	
	

	
	b) Oakley Questionnaire
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft questionnaire & youth questionnaire.  Some councillors had not seen therefore Clerk to re-circulate & any comments to be forwarded by 09.10.15.
	ALL


	23.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) BATPC AGM 14.10.15.          
	

	
	Council had received voting papers for the County Committee election.  No-one was available to attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Friends of Bedfordshire Society – request for villages to fly Bedfordshire flag 28.11.15.
	

	
	Friends of Bedfordshire Society had requested parishes fly the Bedfordshire flag on 28.11.15.  Parishes would be expected to provide the flag.  Council agreed not to pursue.
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Grant Applications:
	

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	

	
	Youth Club had requested £4,500 for 2015/16 for rent, salaries, fees, expenses & insurance.  The total cost was £4,795.  During 2014/15 there was an average attendance of 16 per week and balance at the end of 2014/15 was £1,418.44.
Proposed by Cllr.  Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that grant of £4,500 be made
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk


	 25.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 6th October 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.15.
	£10,824.94

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.15.
	£67,169.68

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.09.15.
	£215,566.35


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Ward Fund donation for bridleway gate
	£270.00

	Bedford BC
	Precept
	£25,700.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£9.73

	
	Total
	£25,979.73
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Came & Co. 
	Insurance 2015/16
	£1,589.64
	1174

	
	Friends of Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£158.83
	s/o

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting September payment
	£665.50
	1175

	
	Wildman
	Emptying bottle bank 27.08.15. & 16.09.15.
	£112.80
	1176

	
	Bedford BC
	New dog bin Pavenham Road
	£300.00
	1177

	
	Parrott
	Playground inspections
	£96.00
	1178

	
	Fardon
	Clipboards for 3G pitch meeting
	£13.56
	1179

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter & 3G Meeting inserts
	£815.00
	1180

	
	Knight
	Management of Linch Furlong 2015
	£700.00
	1181

	
	Friends of Old School
	Rent for upper rooms August
	£158.83
	1182

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 07.09.15. & 06.10.15. 5hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	1183

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses September
	£751.20
	1184

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection September
	£233.02
	1185

	
	
	Total
	£5,612.38
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Insurance renewal


     


	Action

	
	Insurance payment was due before the October meeting and final year of 3 year long term agreement amounting to £ 1,589.64 had been paid.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Special Area Charges
	

	
	Bedford BC had required information on services provided by Council for consideration of Special Area Charges before the October meeting.  Clerk had circulated and Council was content.
	Action

	
	
	

	
	d) Half yearly budget review
	

	
	Income & expenditure was in line with budget, except that more had been spent on the allotments due to the flooding problem in the ditch and additional monies would be required from the reserves for the wetpour repairs.  Clerk noted that monies needed to be transferred from the business reserve to current account & proposed by Cllr.  Saunders, seconded by Cllr. White that £10,000 be transferred

Resolved
	Action
Clerk

	
	
	

	26.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd November 2015   
	


