OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.09.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st September 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  S Fardon (personal), S Nicholas (personal) M Taylor (illness), P White (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
None


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th July 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Chair & Cllr. Olney had met with the resident in the High Street about the yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Cllr. Olney was pursuing H bar markings opposite the resident’s property & yellow lines would be marked as previously agreed.  Clerk had reported the rotten wooden bollard at the crossroads, that the warning flashing light column outside Lincroft school had fallen into the hedge and the edge of Station Road was crumbling on the field side.  Clerk had also asked Bedford BC to cut back brambles in Dewlands.  Bedford BC had advised that the hole at the edge of Church Lane and the footway between Lincroft and Station Road had been inspected and although there was minor damage they were not considered dangerous and were not a priority.  They will continue to monitor through normal routine inspections.  Clerk had asked residents in Church Lane to cut back overhanging hedges, which had been done.  Cllr. White had trimmed back bushes on entrance signs from Clapham & in Dewlands & Council thanked him.
	PO


	
	Allotments – Cllr. Nicholas had replaced the tap which caused the allotments to fail the Anglian Water  inspection 02.07.15.   Council thanked Cllr. Nicholas.  Anglian Water had re-inspected 01.09.15. 
	

	
	Tree works – Clerk had obtained an additional quotation and work carried out 01.09.15.
	

	
	Highfield Road permissive path – resident had cleared the path & Cllr. Jones had thanked him.
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway – Chair had been unable to repair the gate as it was in too poor a condition.  Cllr. Olney had therefore offered to use monies from her Ward Fund to replace the gate.  Council thanked Cllr. Olney.
	

	
	Linch Furlong gate - Bedford BC had requested a map of the site for the gate on Pavenham Road verge.  Clerk had forwarded & awaiting a response.
	

	
	Future education provision – Clerk had advised Oakley Lower that Council was concerned the total number of pupils at Oakley & Lincroft Schools should not increase as the current village infrastructure could not support more students on the site & copied to Lincroft School & Bedford BC Education Department.
	

	
	Youth Club – youth leader had resigned and the post had been advertised.  Three applications had been received to date & Cllrs. Fardon & Olney would be interviewing candidates on 19.09.15.
	SF/PO


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th July 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 reported crimes in July, 1 assault, 1 theft of a vehicle & 1 theft from a vehicle.  August figures were not yet available.  Cllr. Frampton noted that lead had been stolen from the church roof & any information should be forwarded to the police.  The Church was installing a new alarm & Cllr. Olney had contributed to the cost from her Ward Fund.  Cllr. Saunders suggested a gate to help prevent ASB as well as thefts and Cllr. Walker commented that the Church could apply to Council for a grant to help with the cost.  Cllr. Frampton to advise the Church.
	MF


	
	a) new Police & Crime Plan
         
	Action

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner had requested comments on the Police and Crime Plan, which set out the priorities for Bedfordshire Police and community safety in the county.  The Plan comprised 14 commitments to build confident communities and protect frontline policing, to focus on emerging issues - hate crime, child sexual exploitation and cybercrime & to tackle the underlying causes of crime.  Although some commitments were not relevant to the rural area, Council felt that the commitments to protect the public and to maintain front line policing were vital and also attendance at scenes of dwelling house burglaries should be maintained.  Clerk to advise PCC.
	Clerk
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	b) Speed Watch scheme
	Action

	
	Resident had suggested Council pursue the Speed Watch scheme whereby volunteers note the date, time, colour, make, model and registration number of any vehicles exceeding the speed limit.  The results are then forwarded to the police who send two warning letters to the owner of the vehicle & on the third occasion further action is taken.  Council considered that it was the role of the police not residents to monitor speeding and that PCSOs should be given the power to issue penalty notices.  There had been no volunteers for the scheme in the past and the new cameras should reduce speeding.  Council therefore agreed to review speeding once cameras had been operational for 6 months.  Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk


	8.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had confirmed that police were content with Station Road cameras but Amey still had to install signs before the cameras could be switched on in Pavenham Road & Station Road.  Cllr. Sansom noted that  the street lamp at the entrance to the village on Pavenham Road had still not been replaced by the high intensity Home Office required version, the trees near the camera had yet to be trimmed back and the 30mph sign on the west of Pavenham Road was still obscured by the hedge.  Cllr. Olney was chasing Bedford BC & Amey.  Police had asked Bedford BC to look again at the Lovell Road/Church Lane/High Street sites to ensure that the cameras can operate without any confusion to motorists.  Although Council had asked for the Lovell Road camera to be moved, councillors were concerned at the time taken to implement the scheme and that issues had still not been resolved.  Clerk to write to the Mayor, Director for Environment & Sustainable Communities and Amey requesting an explanation as to why the scheme had constantly been put back and for a definitive time scale.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that as the Borough Councillor, Cllr. Olney was not kept informed.  Cllr. Olney advised that she was constantly following up with Bedford BC & Amey. 
	PO
Clerk




	9.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations and was awaiting responses.
	Clerk


	10.
	Proposed 3G Sports Pitch:
	Action

	
	Councillors had visited 3G pitches at Redborne School & Wixams and a public meeting had been arranged for 16.09.15. at Lincroft School to discuss the pitch proposed for the site.  The Football Association and Football Foundation would be attending.  The meeting had been advertised on the website & notice boards & a flier inserted in the Newsletter.  Cllr. Fardon had prepared a presentation for the meeting & Council thanked her.  Chair & Clerk would visit Lincroft prior to the meeting to confirm arrangements.  Cllr. Sansom noted that 3G pitches were used by many schools as business opportunities rather than for the benefit of the local community.  Councillors discussed whether a village referendum would be appropriate and Clerk to find out more about the process.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney had contacted Mr. Youngman who was very interested in contributing drawings.  Cllr. Olney to discuss designs with him and bring to October meeting.
	PO

	
	
	

	12.
	Lease for Land at Oakley Bridges:
	Action

	
	Clerk had now received a revised lease excluding the insurance rent clause.  Lease was signed by Council.  Cllr. Saunders noted that Mr. Knight had offered to manage Riverside at a small cost as he did Linch Furlong.  Cllr. Saunders to arrange a meeting between him and Cllrs. Jones, Olney & Sansom to discuss.
Cllr. Frampton noted that rubbish had been fly tipped in the meadow and he volunteered to contact litter picker to arrange removal
	Clerk

RS

MF


	13.
	Wetpour Repairs:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received quotations for £5,745 & £5,119.64 plus £878 for fencing & £240 for welfare facilities if necessary (£6,237.64) all excluding VAT.  Third contractor to make a site visit 02.09.15.  Clerk noted that £2,000 had been included in the budget for wetpour repairs.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk be authorised to accept the lowest quotation once third received and that up to £3,745 be taken from the reserves to fund the balance

Resolved
Repairs were in hand following annual inspection in July.  Inspection had advised that the MUGA does not meet the requirements of BS EN 15312 4.4.2.1 because of a head and neck entrapment in the opening between uprights. As the equipment had not been modified since installation Clerk had requested advice from SMP. 
	Clerk
Clerk


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.09.15.
	3.

	14. 
	Station Road Oak Tree:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC tree officer had examined the tree in the Station Road hedge and advised that as it is a young tree in good condition at present it poses very little risk to the properties in Lincroft.  Tree surgeon had also inspected the oak and advised that this species is a slow growing type and should only grow about 30cm p.a. Council could therefore leave it, reduce it causing reactive growth which would grow a lot faster than normal growth or fell it.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that no work to the tree was required at present 
Resolved
Clerk to advise resident
	Clerk


	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	HGVs in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Council had agreed to review in September.  Council appreciated that because of the restrictions at the twin bridges and Lovell Road railway bridge grain lorries were forced to use Pavenham Road/Highfield Road.  However, councillors were concerned about the Planning Department’s interpretation of appropriate employment development in the rural area and the lack of consultation in surrounding villages whose roads were affected by such development.  Cllr. Sansom commented that warehousing was not appropriate in villages.  The operation in Pavenham Road handled large items which necessitated the use of 17½t HGVs and threatened the safety of students walking to school.  Clerk to write to the Planning Department asking for a copy of the planning conditions attached to the Pavenham Road operation.  Clerk also to request that Planning consider more carefully the type of employment appropriate for the rural area and consult more widely when access is via surrounding villages.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Walker noted that the casing on the lamp column in the alleyway between Dewlands/Ruffs Furze and the green had broken off and wires were exposed.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to repair.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that a consultation on the Local Plan 2032 would be considered by the Executive on 09.09.15. and provided that they were content would be circulated for consultation in mid-October.  The document included proposed housing allocations and 50 – 150 houses had been included for Oakley -http://www.councillorsupport.bedford.gov.uk/documents/g3943/Public%20reports%20pack%2009th-Sep-2015%2018.30%20Executive.pdf?T=10.  There were no more brownfield sites and large numbers of houses had been built in Bedford, Kempston & Biddenham, therefore the Borough was proposing that the majority of future housing (around 4,500 dwellings) be spread amongst the villages.  A workshop for Councils and NDP Chairs would be held in October.  Oakley would need to make a case for the level of housing it considered sustainable and if less than proposed by the Borough would have to suggest an alternative site.  A new settlement was a possible option but new villages were not favoured in previous consultations.  NDP Group would consider at their September meeting & Council would need to discuss in detail at the November meeting.
	Clerk


	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 7th July 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01069/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 6 Flax Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 10.07.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/01186/FUL – erection of pre-fabricated granny annexe in rear garden at 63 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.07.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01229/TPO – fell 4 dead trees at Oakwood House, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 20.07.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/00473/FUL – revised plans - extensions & alterations to existing bungalow to create 3 bedroom house. 
Enlargement of existing garage at 55 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on grounds of overdevelopment of the site & development would be out of keeping with other bungalows along the road.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 31.07.15.

	
	
	


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.09.15.
	4.


	
	Application No.
	e) 15/01536/FUL – 2 storey side extension at 82 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.08.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 15/01426/FUL – single storey rear extension with raised terrace at 7 Farrows Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date
	Permission 06.08.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 15/01263/FUL – single storey rear/side extension to clubhouse, demolition of existing garage to side & erection of new storage building at Oakley Sports & Social Club, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that Oakley Properties, who own the land, are content.

	
	Decision/Date
	Permission 11.08.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th July 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	15/01536/FUL – 2 storey side extension at 82 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/01263/FUL – single storey rear/side extension to clubhouse, demolition of existing garage to side & erection of new storage building at Oakley Sports & Social Club, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that Oakley Properties, who own the land, are content.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01530/S73A – construction of balcony already carried out at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on grounds that its size and appearance is out of keeping with neighbouring 
properties and it will overlook neighbours and significantly impact on their privacy.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/01597/FUL – removal of single storey outshot & construction of 2 storey rear/side extension & porch at 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 15/01771/FUL – extensions & alterations to bungalow to create 3 bedroom house, new detached garage & removal of render from existing walls at 55 Church Lane



	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection - although the concerns about the garage appeared to have been addressed, the Parish Council would not want to see the bungalow converted to a house as this would constitute overdevelopment of the site and be out of keeping with other 
bungalows along the road.

	
	
	


	
	Chair noted that the B1 designation had been retained for the CIS building in Willow Vale and AKS Tuning had been designated as a B1 business by Bedford BC
	


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Group to meet 07.09.15. to consider proposed housing allocations (see item 16) & finalise the questionnaire, which would be distributed to households in October.  
	


	19.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Bedford BC – review of Statement of Gambling Licensing Principles

	

	
	Cllr. Olney confirmed that the Statement should enable Bedford BC to control the number of gambling premises in the town more effectively and Council had no comments.
	Clerk


	 20.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 1st September 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.15.
	£13,854.79

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.15.
	£41,197.74

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.08.15.
	£215,558.56


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£438.35

	Gilbert
	Allotment rent
	£5.00

	Clark J
	Allotment rent
	£5.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£16.57

	
	Total
	£464.92
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting July payment
	£665.50
	1157

	
	Wildman Transport
	Emptying bottle bank 16.07.15. & 05.08.15.
	£112.80
	1158

	
	BDO LLP
	External audit
	£360.00
	1159

	
	Saunders W H
	Mowing Riverside meadow
	£168.00
	1160

	
	Play Inspection Company
	Annual inspection
	£71.94
	1161

	
	Kompan Ltd
	Play equipment spare parts
	£37.44
	1162

	
	Clapham PC
	Stationery for Old School archive
	£59.67
	1163

	
	St John's Hospice
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£50.00
	1164

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses July
	£715.40
	1165

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection July
	£233.22
	1166

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting August payment
	£665.50
	1167

	
	Parrott
	Repairs to swing
	£36.00
	1168

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£17.74
	1169

	
	Bedford BC
	Allotment rent 2015/16
	£420.00
	1170

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  01.09.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1171

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses August
	£710.69
	1172

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection August
	£233.02
	1173

	
	
	Total
	£4,574.92
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Investment of S.106 monies
	Action

	
	Clerk had been unable to complete investment as Nationwide required an original signed July minute approving the application.  Investment to be completed in September.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Conclusion of audit

            
	Action

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Allotment rent 2016
	Action

	
	Clerk noted that rents were raised in 2015 from £14 to 15 p.a. for a half plot and £27 to £30 p.a. for a full plot.

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr.  Frampton that rents be raised to £16 p.a. for a half plot and £33     p.a. for a full plot in 2016

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 6th October 2015   
	


