OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.07.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th July 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, M Taylor, J Walker, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 2 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Two residents were very concerned about the safety of young people in Station Road.  Because of their locations, the speed cameras would not slow the traffic and a 20mph zone outside the schools would be more effective.  Chair noted that the position of the cameras had been decided on the basis of speed & direction surveys carried out by Bedford BC & expert advice from Siemens but if there were problems in the future the camera sites could be reviewed.   Cllr. Fardon suggested that a parents group could put pressure on inconsiderate parents to drive more carefully and on Oakley Lower to allow Lincroft students to use the path at the rear of the Lower School. 
Residents also noted that the footway between Lincroft and the school was crumbling and was too dangerous for a disabled resident to use and the footways in the High Street were also dangerous because they were so narrow and in poor condition.  Cllr. Olney noted that Council had already asked Bedford BC to repair the Lincroft footway and works to the High Street footways had been included in the Borough’s 2015/16 programme.  She would also request a 20mph zone outside the schools & pursue allowing Lincroft students to use the path through Oakley Lower.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  P Jones (personal), S Nicholas (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. White for item 10 as a contractor quoting for the work.  Cllr. Olney for item 23b) as a Trustee of the Old School.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd June 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on marking yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Cllr. Olney was pursuing.  Clerk had chased repairs to loose setts in Farrows Close, which had now been repaired and reported dropped tarmac at edge of Church Lane near bridges, poor condition of footway in Lincroft, bushes overhanging notice board in Dewlands & collapsed bollard near High Street crossroads.   Clerk had also requested give way signs at Church Lane triangle. Collapsed tarmac at the edge of Church Lane was increasingly dangerous and Clerk to chase repairs.
	PO
Clerk

	
	Oakley 20 Race – Bedford Harriers had apologised for parking problems during the race and advised that they will strengthen wording on the runner instructions with regard to parking away from the designated car park, will consider roads off Reynes Drive and will keep cars as far as possible from Highfield Road roundabout
	

	
	Allotments – Anglian Water had carried out an inspection 02.07.15. and the site had failed due to an incorrect tap fitting.  Anglian Water had advised that tap needs to be changed before re-inspection on 01.09.15.  Clerk to purchase replacement tap and arrange fitting as no meeting in August.
	Clerk

	
	Riverside – solicitors acting for Oakley Properties had suggested Council sign the incorrect version of the lease (including the insurance rent) and they would then amend manually.  Council was not content to do so.  
	

	
	Dog bin for Lovell Road/Station Road  footpath – Bedford BC had visited the footpath on 3 occasions and had advised that as very little dog fouling was recorded a bin was not required 
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd June 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Network Meeting 09.06.15.
	

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that the new police Community Cohesion Team had explained their role.  The team had been set up to establish links with the community and gain intelligence on community tensions and was concentrating on Luton & Bedford.  The Mayor gave a presentation on how Borough spending was allocated.  Cllr. Walker noted that there was little of relevance to the rural area at the meeting. 
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in July, 1 dangerous dog incident & 1 miscellaneous theft.  Police & Crime Commissioner had asked to attend Parish Councils to discuss a new model of policing called ‘Meeting the Challenges of Policing for Bedfordshire.’  PCC was unable to attend July, September or October meetings and police would be circulating a date when he is available.


	Clerk
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	9.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Amey had been asked to consider moving the Lovell Road camera nearer the railway bridge for the safety of students walking to Lincroft School.  Siemens had suggested option 1 siting a camera on the Church Lane triangle and moving the camera at the junction with Station Road to the eastern end of Lovell Homes or option 2 siting a camera on the triangle, one at the Station Road junction and one at the western entrance to Lovell Homes.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that option 1 be implemented
Resolved

Power had been connected to Pavenham Road & Station Road cameras & Siemens was submitting a formal offer for the purchase and installation of the High Street & Lovell Road cameras.  Amey had asked the electrical team to check the lighting column in Pavenham Road and chased the horticultural team about the overgrown foliage.  Pavenham Road and Station Road cameras were expected to be activated first before the others were brought online
	Clerk


	10.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Locksmith had been unable to open the bollard and advised that Council would need to purchase new bollards.  
Clerk noted that cast iron traditional style removable bollards would cost £198 + VAT each + £70 carriage &  black recycled plastic removable bollards would cost £168.39 + VAT each with free delivery
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Olney that recyclable plastic bollards be purchased

Resolved
Clerk to obtain quotations to remove old bollards & fit
	Clerk
Clerk


	11.
	Proposed 3G Sports Pitch:
	Action

	
	A visit to Redborne 3G pitch had been arranged for 16.07.15.  
Lincroft School had presented the scheme to the Mayor and he had suggested a site visit to see if the Borough could help facilitate any solutions to the parking issue.  Councillors were concerned that parking was not the only issue, the impact of increased traffic, noise & lighting on the community and the effect on the village infrastructure needed to be considered.  The presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting did not constitute a pre-application discussion with the village and as there would be little time to consult residents once the planning application was issued for consultation, Council agreed to invite Lincroft School & the FA to a public meeting on 16.09.15.  Clerk to arrange a meeting, requesting copies of all documentation beforehand so Council had time to consider.  Clerk also to request a copy of the report on alternative sites from Bedford BC and that they defer any planning decisions until residents had had time to comment.  The meeting would be advertised by leaflets delivered with the September Newsletter.  As a public meeting was to be held Council agreed that it would not be necessary for the Mayor to make a site visit.  Cllr. Olney would advise him of residents’ concerns.
Cllr. Walker noted that the FA wanted a school site so that the pitch would be used during the day as well as in the evenings and a site where the pitch could be accessed without entering the school premises.  Lincroft needed an additional £80K to fund the project and the Mayor had suggested they apply for a Bedford BC Rural Grant.  Cllr. Walker had advised Lincroft that they would need Parish Council approval for a Rural Grant.
	Clerk

Clerk

ALL

PO

	
	
	

	12.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Clerk noted that all the views suggested at the May meeting were along the same stretch of road & Council to consider other sites e.g. the Duke of Bedford houses.  Cllr. Olney to discuss options with Mr. Youngman and advise September meeting.
	PO

	
	
	

	13.
	Play Area Inspection:
	Action

	
	Annual inspection was due 29.06.15. but had been delayed until 08.07.15.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Walker that Clerk be authorised to carry out any repairs identified up to a cost of £500 as next meeting was not until September

Resolved

Contractor to make a site visit to examine the wet pour 14.07.15.  

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that Clerk be authorised to have the hole under the seesaw repaired
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk
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	14.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	Residents had requested that Parsonage Close trees be trimmed back.  Tree surgeon had suggested removing some of the lower limbs to a maximum height of about 3 m and pruning away from street lights at a cost of
£175 + VAT

A dangerous branch had been removed from a tree in Riverside at a cost of £50 + VAT and the tree surgeon had suggested re-coppicing the tree as the base is in poor condition at a cost of £250 + VAT
Clerk had requested additional quotations but received none.  Cllr. White suggested another tree surgeon and therefore proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr.  Sansom that Clerk to obtain another quotation and accept the lowest
Resolved

Residents were also concerned about an oak tree in the Station Road hedge and low branches on the tree on the green near Burleigh Place & Clerk had asked tree surgeon to examine.  Council did not want to remove an oak tree unless necessary and Clerk to ask Bedford BC Tree Officer to examine the tree.
Cllr. White noted that the life buoy was missing from the bridge.  Clerk to purchase a replacement.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk


	15.
	Highfield Road Path:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £125.00 + VAT to cut back sides of footpath hedge/brambles and shred hedge cuttings, strim grass/weeds & strim long grass.  Councillors suggested an alternative local contractor. 
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Walker that Clerk request an additional quotation and accept the lowest
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Linch Furlong Gate:
	Action

	
	One contractor had suggested a staggered wooden barrier using 1.8m posts and 100 x 50mm rails at a cost of £280 + VAT.  Clerk had discussed with Bedford BC who had advised that any gate would have to be approved by Highways.  Councillors suggested a kissing gate would be preferable to prevent motorbikes driving over the steps and Clerk to discuss with Highways and obtain further quotations.

Highfield Road bridleway gate post was in poor condition and Chair volunteered to replace
	Clerk
PP

	
	
	

	17. 
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Christmas lights switch on had been agreed with the churches for Saturday 05.12.15.
Supplier had examined the tree in the churchyard and agreed that it is unlikely to survive.  He had offered to provide a new tree free of charge and deliver, plant & remove the old tree in October/November at a cost of £80.00.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation for £80.00 be accepted
Resolved

Cllr. Saunders volunteered to remove the old tree in the meantime as it was unsightly
	Clerk
RS

	
	
	

	18.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	b) Station Road, Reynes Drive, High Street, Church Lane road closures 11.07.15. for Carnival
	

	
	Police had advised that they could not man the road closure.  Carnival Committee members would be marshalling the road closure & procession and security guards would be on site during the event.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Clapham Road & A6 southbound road closure 20.07.15. – 08.08.15.
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that the A6 would be closed between Manton Lane roundabout and the southbound exit slip to Oakley Road, Clapham and Clapham Road between the northbound lay-by outside 4 Franklin Cottages and A6.  A one-way prohibition would also prevent vehicles joining A6 southbound via the southbound exit/entry slip road to and from Oakley Road, Clapham.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Farrows Close had yet to be adopted by Bedford BC.  Cllr. Olney noted that residents paid a maintenance charge for the upkeep of the road and issues with the junction needed to be resolved before Bedford BC could adopt.  Cllr. Olney to request Highways Manager to attend September meeting to discuss.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Walker noted that a resident had trimmed the brambles over the notice board in Dewlands but the hedge needed cutting back.  Clerk to chase Bedford BC.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. Fardon noted that the edge of Station Road was crumbling on the field side and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to repair.
	Clerk

	
	Residents were concerned about vehicles parking on the bend in Station Road near the entrance to Brockwell and overhanging hedges on Church Lane.  Cllr. Olney to ask residents to park more carefully in Station Road.  Clerk to ask residents in Church Lane to cut back hedges.
	PO
Clerk
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	19.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Mayor had announced funding of £39 million to implement 2 tier education throughout the Borough over the next 5 years.  Oakley Lower was consulting parents & stakeholders on the future of education at the school.  Government had withdrawn funding for the electrification of the railway line and Mr. Burt MP was discussing with Ministers.  Residents were concerned at the cost to date and loss of the Victorian bridge.
	


	20.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd June 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/00737/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side/rear extension at 4 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.06.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/01017/FUL – removal of single storey rear outbuilding.
 Construction of 2 storey rear extension & front porch at 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 22.06.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/00985/FUL – single storey front extension at 47 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 22.06.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/00991/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side/rear extension at 4 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that parking for 2 vehicles is maintained

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.06.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 14/01288/MAO - outline application for demolition of existing buildings, replacement office building and erection of 15 dwelling houses. All matters reserved except access at 24 Lovell Road (Parrotts Yard)



	
	Parish Comments:
	Council supports development on the site to maintain the business in the village but given the constraints of the site would want a safe access from Lovell Road, fewer houses, less loss of hedges & trees, more open green space and more parking.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission subject to planning obligation 01.07.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 15/01069/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 6 Flax Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	Permission 02.07.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd June 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01229/TPO – fell 4 dead trees at Oakwood House, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/01186/FUL – erection of pre-fabricated granny annexe in rear garden at 63 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/01426/FUL – single storey rear extension with raised terrace at 7 Farrows Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	Circulating

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/00473/FUL – revised plans - extensions & alterations to existing bungalow to create 3 bedroom house. 
Enlargement of 
existing garage at 55 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on grounds of overdevelopment of the site & development would be out of keeping with other bungalows along the road.

	
	
	Clerk noted that Planning Committee had deferred a decision to carry out a site visit


	21.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Group had met 06.07.15. to discuss the content of the questionnaire.  Questionnaire would be finalised at the meeting on 07.09.15. and distributed to households in October.  Responses could be made online or paper copies returned to the Post Office or to Group members.  An article on the questionnaire would be included in the September Newsletter.
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	22.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	review of future provision of education at 
Oakley Lower

	

	
	Oakley Lower was gathering views on the future of education at the school.  Council had no comments on the education model for the school but was concerned that the total number of pupils at Oakley & Lincroft Schools should not increase as the current village infrastructure could not support more students on the site.  Clerk to advise Oakley Lower and copy to Lincroft School & Bedford BC Education Department.
	Clerk


	 23.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 7th July 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.15.
	£19,022.09

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.15.
	£40,756.76

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.06.15.
	£215,534.62


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution
	1,171.33

	HMRC
	VAT refund 2014/15
	3,922.65

	NatWest
	Interest
	9.00

	
	Total
	£5,102.98


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£874.57
	1149

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting June payment
	£665.50
	1150

	
	Wildman Transport
	Emptying bottle bank 03.06.15. & 24.06.15.
	£112.80
	1151

	
	Parrott
	Play area repairs
	£216.00
	1152

	
	Old School
	Hire of one room March & April & hire of two rooms May - July
	£555.82
	1153

	
	Village Hall
	Hall hire 28.05.15. 2hrs @ £11/ph.  Committee Room Hire  07.07.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£40.00
	1154

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses June
	£710.69
	1155

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection June
	£233.02
	1156

	
	
	Total
	£3,408.40
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	Resolved  that Clerk to pay invoices if required in August as there was no Council meeting
	
	
	


	
	b) Investment of S.106 monies
	Action

	
	Santander had still not set up the investment bond Council applied for in December 2014 and had advised that as the signature rules had changed Council would have to re-apply.  In the meantime the interest rate had fallen to 0.9%.  Nationwide had advised that they had a 1 year business bond with no withdrawals with an interest rate of 1.4%.

Proposed by Cllr. Taylor, seconded by Cllr. White that £140,000 s.106 monies be invested with Nationwide
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Endorsement of Old School request for Bedford BC grant funding
	Action

	
	The Old School had requested Council endorsement of their application to Bedford BC for grant funding for the emergency replacement of their boiler. Bedford BC had agreed to waive the requirement for three quotations in advance of the works, providing that they apply for match funding from elsewhere (they intend applying to The Oakley Charities) and that the application is endorsed by Council
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the application be endorsed
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of next Council meeting: 1st September 2015   
	


