OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.06.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd June 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  S Fardon (business), M Taylor (illness), P White (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. Olney for item 12 as a Trustee of the Old School


	4.
	Co-option of New Councillor:
	

	
	Mr. Nicholas had volunteered to join Council.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that he be co-opted
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Cllr. Nicholas signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th May 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on marking yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Loose setts in Farrows Close reported to Bedford BC.  Clerk to chase repairs as more setts had now become dislodged.   Cllr. White had also reported overgrown bushes on the path between Ruffs Furze & Dewlands and the abandoned car in Grenidge Way.
	Clerk

	
	Defibrillator – awareness session had been held 28.05.15. but had been poorly attended
	

	
	Weir – PCSO had been asked to monitor area where bonfires were being lit
	

	
	Lincroft 3G Pitch – awaiting dates for visit to pitch at Redborne School and confirmation on whether the site allocation document had been made public.  One resident had expressed concerns about parking, congestion, noise & lighting
	

	
	Oakley 20 Race – Clerk had asked organisers to continue to remind participants/spectators about parking safely and considerately
	

	
	Lovell Road – Clerk had again requested a cycle path and had asked police to carry out speed checks
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease.  Cllr. White had reported damaged fencing 
	

	
	Linch Furlong – contractor had reported that all the steps had now been damaged and Council was content that all should be repaired.  He had suggested a gate to prevent further damage & Clerk to include on July agenda.
	


	7.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 12th May 2015: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom sought clarification on Cllr. Olney’s role as both a Parish & Borough Councillor as he was concerned about potential conflicts of interest, particularly on planning issues as she was now a member of the Bedford BC Planning Committee.  Cllr. Olney noted that she had abstained from the vote on 15/0669/FUL – change of use from B1 (business) to B2 (general industrial) at CIS, Willow Vale - because she is a member of the Planning Committee
	


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in May, 1 burglary in a dwelling & 1 making off without payment.  Clerk had requested police patrols at the Old School as there had recently been issues with youths at the premises.
Clerk noted that the Police Community Cohesion Team would be attending the Network Meeting on 09.06.15.
Cllrs. Jones & Olney reported that police had attended two recent incidents in the village promptly.  
Clerk to invite PCSO to July meeting to discuss any issues in Oakley.
	Clerk
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	9.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Pavenham Road & Station Road cameras had been installed & councillors commented that vehicles were already slowing down.  Awaiting dates for installation of the remainder.  Residents were concerned that the Station Road cameras would not prevent speeding near the schools.  Cllr. Walker reported that she had met with Mr. Prigmore (Highways Manager) & Clapham parents to discuss the danger to students walking in Lovell Road & Mr. Prigmore would enquire about moving the Lovell Road camera closer to the railway bridge.  As well as slowing traffic, it would encourage motorists to use the link road rather than Oakley roads.  Highways would also cut the verge back from the footway along Lovell Road & write to Lovell Homes as residents were telling young people not to walk on the grass which was part of the Highway verge.  Highways had also asked Council to write to Lovell Homes & Clerk to write.  Cllr. Frampton would advise Lovell Homes Trustees.  No decision yet from Amey on whether the High Street camera is to be moved.  
	Clerk


	10.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Awaiting quotations.  
	Clerk


	11.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Clerk & Chair had discussed with Cllr. Taylor who had suggested a collage of four scenes of the Church, twin bridges, Old School & Lovell Homes on the signs.  Council agreed that drawings by local artists would be preferable to photographs & Cllr. Olney to look out drawings by Robin Olney & discuss with Mr. Youngman.  
	PO

	
	
	

	12.
	Archive Stationery:
	Action

	
	Resident who had volunteered to catalogue the archive had requested files, plastic folders etc.  No monies were included in the budget so 
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £100.00 be taken from the contingency for stationery
Resolved

Cllr. Olney noted that the resident was meeting with the Borough archivist so that she used the same systems & Cllr. Olney was liaising with Mr. J. Saunders to catalogue his papers.
	Clerk
PO


	13.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	replacement dog bin in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Dog bin in Pavenham Road was broken & Bedford BC had quoted £250 + VAT to replace.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. Saunders suggested a new dog bin at the end of the footpath in Lovell Road.  Clerk noted that other parishes had been advised by Bedford BC that they could not empty any more dog bins but Clerk would enquire about a new bin.
	Clerk

	
	Councillors noted that the tarmac at the edge of the bend by the bridges had dropped again, bushes round the notice board in Dewlands needed cutting back & Lincroft footway was in poor condition.  Councillors also agreed that give way signs were needed at the Church Lane triangle as motorists were not always stopping.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that the developer had yet to resolve the issue with the drain at the entrance to Farrows Close and repairs to part of the road.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that work on the link road was progressing.  New Borough Executive was made up of Labour & Liberal Democrat councillors.  Highways Manager was meeting with resident in High Street about yellow lines at Reynes Drive and would report back to Council.
	


	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 12th May 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/00565/FUL – single storey rear/side extension & 2 bay window extensions to front at 20 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.04.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/00481/TPO – various works to oak trees at Archway, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.04.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 12th May 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/01017/FUL – removal of single storey rear outbuilding
construction of 2 storey rear extension & front porch at 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	b) 15/01069/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 6 Flax Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/00991/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side/rear extension at 4 Lincroft



	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that parking for 2 vehicles is maintained

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/01164/TPO – reduce & crown lift overhanging 
sycamores at 10 Flax Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Cllr. Sansom asked Cllr. Olney for her view as a Borough Councillor on application 15/0669/FUL – change of use from B1 (business) to B2 (general industrial) at CIS, Willow Vale - discussed at the May meeting.  Cllr. Olney noted that she would need to see Planning Department reports before commenting. 
	


	16.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	A Housing Needs Survey was discussed with a representative from BRCC.  BRCC could carry out a HNS and it would be returned to them so that individual responses were not seen by anyone in the parish.  If there was sufficient need for affordable housing, BRCC would work with Housing Associations & parishes to develop a scheme.  An exception site would comprise between 5 & 12 properties specifically for those with a local connection.  Affordable housing as part of a non-exception site would not be for those with a local need but whoever on the Borough housing list had the greatest need.  The NDP could include a statement that preference should be given in any Borough allocation to those with a local need but this would not be binding.  Group agreed on a general HNS asking those who might have a need for affordable housing to request a separate survey and asking those who knew anyone who had moved away and wanted to return to pass on the HNS.  Items for the grant application were agreed as Landscape assessment £3,200; BRCC Housing Needs Survey £1,500; Printing questionnaires £1,000; Professional analysis of questionnaire £1,000 & Exhibition of results £1,000.  Group agreed to a photo competition to encourage involvement in the NDP and gain information on what residents liked and disliked in the village & Cllr. Olney had advertised in the Newsletter. The questionnaire would be discussed at the July meeting.   
	


	17.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	 18.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 2nd June 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.15.
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.15.
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.05.15.
	


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Glass recycling credit
	438.35

	NatWest
	Interest
	8.67

	
	Total
	£447.02


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting May payment
	£665.50
	1142

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 13.05.15. 
	£56.40
	1143

	
	Baily
	Summer bedding plants
	£83.98
	1144

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£675.00
	1145

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  02.06.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1146

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses May
	£710.89
	1147

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection May
	£226.82
	1148

	
	
	Total
	£2,436.59
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
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	b) 2014/15 audit


	Action

	
	Internal auditor had no recommendations.  Council approved and Chairman & Clerk signed section 2 of the audit return. 

Clerk noted that Oakley was one of 5% of councils randomly chosen for an intermediate audit.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) bank mandate
	

	
	Following the election, the bank mandate required amendment.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that former Cllr. J. Saunders be removed from the mandate & Cllrs. Frampton & Jones be added
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Council also needed to transfer funds from the business reserve to the current account to cover cheque payments.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that £20,000 be transferred 
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of next Council meeting: 7th July 2015   
	


