OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.05.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th May 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice 6 members of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Walker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chairman

	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Chair of Allotment Management Committee was concerned that CIS site (item 22h) was not suitable for a change of use to B2 because of parking & access issues. 
CIS owner advised that his business had always operated under a B1 licence but his predecessors were a diesel engine repairer and garage and Addison Ousebank, adjacent to his warehouse, already operated under a B2 licence.  A traffic survey had established that the cottages generated more vehicle movements than the two businesses together & parking had not been a problem for his business.  
AKS Tuning advised that they were a high value, low volume business and if they purchased the unit, traffic volumes would remain at similar levels to the CIS operation.  There would be two employee vehicles parked outside during the day and on occasions one or two customer vehicles.  For security, customer vehicles would usually be kept inside the unit.  Parts deliveries would be made by van and there would be no pollution or vibration.  The company intended to remain on site for the long term and were prepared to have recorded in the minutes and written into the planning conditions that if they left the site, the licence would revert back to B1.  They would also contribute to the upkeep or improvement of the access track.
In relation to item 20a) Mr. Blakemore advised that the business was trying to consider neighbours and he provided contact numbers in the event that there were further problems.  In spring 3 or 4 large HGVs delivered fertiliser to the farm and 7½ tonne lorries accessed the site twice a day but deliveries were no longer routed through Oakley.  Heavy traffic was a problem in many villages and the warehousing operation provided rural employment but was due to end in 18 months when the site would revert back to its original use.

	
	

	4.
	Apologies:  S Fardon (business),  M. Frampton (personal), M Taylor (personal)

	
	

	5.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. Olney for item 16 as Chair of Team Beds & Luton and item 25 as a Trustee of the Old School.  Cllr. Walker for item 20c) as involved in the Clapham campaign to continue the Clapham cycle path along Lovell Road.


	6.
	Appointment of Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives on other bodies:
	Action

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, J Walker (Reserve: none)
Planning Advisory Group: Chair, P Jones, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker (Reserve: none)

NDP Group: Mrs P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Village Roads Co-ordinator: M Taylor

Footpath Officer: R Saunders

Oakley Recreational Association: none

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: Mrs P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker (Mrs P Olney as Bedford BC representative)

The Villager Community Minibus: M Taylor

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: Mrs. P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders
Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: Mrs P Olney 

Youth Club: Mrs S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, Mrs P Olney 
Resolved to appoint

Clerk to ask Cllr. Frampton if he would like to join Finance & NDP Groups 

	Clerk
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	7.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd March 2015 & Annual Parish Meeting on 7th  April 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on marking yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Lights not working in The Furlong & damaged sign at crossroads reported to Bedford BC.  
	

	
	Defibrillator – Cllr. White & Mr. Hewitt from the OSSC had fitted the defibrillator at the Village Hall free of charge and Council thanked them.  Awareness session had been arranged for Thursday 28th May at 2.00pm in the Village Hall.
	

	
	Parking in Linch Furlong – Clerk had advised Bedford BC that Council did not have the power to remove vehicles and had asked about an alternative solution.  Awaiting a response. 
	

	
	Dewlands Fence – resident had asked about removing the damaged fence near the garages.  Clerk had advised resident that the fence is the responsibility of the residents & she would need to agree with neighbours to remove it.
	

	
	Bottle bank – Bedford BC had advised that they are changing to a bell bank type system at a number of locations & cannot therefore guarantee that bins or the vehicle that empties them would be available for Christmas 2015.  If bins are available, they would have to be for the individual colours to avoid contamination.  Council would need to pursue nearer the time.
	

	
	Motorcycle Club - advising that measures had been taken to minimise disturbance to residents including temporary signs to be put adjacent to the tennis court and close to clubhouse informing members of the need to respect nearby and village residents by keeping the noise down, revs down and observing the speed limits; a permanent sign stating the same on the changing room wall facing the main car park & weekly messages in newsletters 
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease
	


	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd March 2015 & Annual Parish Meeting on 7th  April 2015: 
	Action

	
	None
	


	10.
	Reports
	

	
	Parishes Meeting with Mr. Burt MP 21.03.15.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that broadband and policing in the rural area were the main topics discussed.  Issues with solar & wind farms were also discussed.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 4 reported crimes in March, 2 thefts from vehicles, 1 theft by an employee and 1 attempted burglary and 3 in April, 1 assault, 1 fraud investigation & 1 victimless crime.
Bonfires had been lit in the field by the weir and Clerk to ask PCSO to monitor the area.
	Clerk


	12.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Resident in the High Street was continuing to object to a camera and Council was awaiting a decision from Bedford BC on whether the camera would be moved.  Installation & commissioning work on the other cameras had begun 11.05.15.
Cllr. Olney was investigating whether any CIL money was available for the cameras in Oakley
	PO


	13.
	Flooding in Allotment Ditch:
	Action

	
	Pipe had been jetted and was now clear but work was required to prevent the ditch flooding in the future.  Clerk had received 2 quotations to dig out the ditch 4m either side of the inlet, dig a 30cm deep sump at the inlet, form an inlet channel and sump base and fit an angled grate to the inlet for £1,155 + VAT,  £2,950+ VAT.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Walker that quotation for £1,155 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk


	14.
	Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Locksmith had examined bollards and advised that he might be able to replace the lock on the drilled bollard.  A new lockable bollard would cost around £150 to supply and fit.  Council agreed Clerk to obtain quotations for 2 new bollards.
	Clerk


	15.
	Damaged Steps at Linch Furlong:
	Action

	
	BT had been working in Pavenham Road but had advised that unless there were witnesses they would not accept responsibility for any damage to the steps.  Clerk had therefore requested quotations to repair and had received two for £260 + VAT & 335 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation for £260 + Vat be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk
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	16.
	Proposed 3G Playing Pitch at Lincroft School:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that Oakley Rangers had advised that £5K of the cost would be raised by clubs and they had specified the need to consider residents’ concerns.  Team Beds & Luton were also concerned that community issues should be addressed and had advised that the application would not be rushed through.  Cllr. Sansom requested information on which other sites had been considered and why Lincroft had been chosen and Clerk to ask the FA.  An article would be included in the next Newsletter to ensure residents were aware of the project and Cllr. Olney would consult with the Planning Department to ensure residents had time to comment on any planning application.
Clerk also to arrange a visit to the 3G pitches at Redbourne School and/or Wixams.
	Clerk
PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	New Village Entrance Signs:
	Action

	
	Council had budgeted £5,000 for new inserts on village entrance signs.  Clerk had received one quotation of £1,934 + VAT for 4 polyurethane panels with oak leaves logo and text in relief with hand painted finish and one quotation of £326.76 for 4 aluminium panels with same logo and text digitally printed & laminated.  Councillors suggested pictures as well as the logo and Clerk to discuss with Cllr. Taylor who had proposed the scheme.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	18.
	Playground Inspection Report:
	Action

	
	Recent inspection had identified that the corkscrew was loose and contractor had tightened it as an emergency safety measure at a cost of £35 + VAT.  In addition, two links on the pod swing seat needed replacing; the roundabout seat needed replacing; wetpour around the seesaw & swings needed repair; the slab in front of the seat by the multiplay was a trip hazard and an additional piece of turf was required and 1 rod bent and 1 missing from railings.
Contractor had quoted £220 + VAT to repair items other than wetpour

Proposed by Cllr.  Walker, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk


	19.
	Complaints Procedure:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated Complaints Procedure.  
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that Complaints Procedure remain unchanged

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) HGVs in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Cllr. Olney confirmed that the Blakemore site had permission for warehousing and there were no conditions on the size of vehicles using it.  Councillors were concerned that large HGVs were unable to turn at the crossroads without mounting the footway or blocking the junction.  Cllr. Sansom suggested that warehousing operations should be sited on major roads not in rural villages and that villages whose roads would be affected  should have the opportunity to comment on any B2 planning applications.  Cllr. Olney noted that the capacity of rural roads would be included in Oakley’s and other villages NDPs.  Chair thanked Mr. Blakemore for re-routing deliveries and agreeing to monitor the situation and item to be reconsidered at the September meeting. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) parking during Oakley 20 Race
	

	
	Resident was concerned about participants at Oakley 20 Race parking on verges and ignoring organisers No Parking signs.  Resident has requested organisers be asked to remind prospective runners not to park where there is a no parking notice.  Councillors noted that vehicles were also parked in the footway in Bevery Close, blocking driveways and Clerk to write to organisers.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) request for railings along Lovell Road
	

	
	Resident was concerned about the safety of pedestrians along Lovell Road, particularly school students and had requested railings.  Clerk had advised resident that previous Council requests to Bedford BC for safety measures had been unsuccessful.  Council had also previously asked the Borough for a cycle/walking path along Lovell Road and Clerk to write to Bedford BC again.  Cllr. Sansom commented that Borough monies were available to improve cycling routes to the railway station and Oakley had been identified as one of the villages from which residents cycled.  Cllr. Walker noted that Clapham was campaigning for the Oakley Road cycle path to be extended along Lovell Road and Council supported that campaign.  Clerk also to ask police to carry out further speed checks in Lovell Road and request that Lincroft School remind students of the dangers once more. 
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom reported that setts had been dislodged in Farrows Close and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to arrange repairs.
	Clerk
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	21.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the composition of the new Council had yet to be decided and that more monies were available to improve broadband services.
	


	22.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd March 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/02827/S73 – application to vary condition 6 (visibility splays) & remove condition 9 to allow retention of existing access at 69 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to a single entrance but would continue to object to any application for 2 entrances

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.03.15.  Highways Development Control Officer had confirmed that the speed survey and visibility requirements were acceptable & as highways requirements were satisfied, Bedford BC could not object to two accesses

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	15/00234/TPO – various tree works at Oakley House, The Drive


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.04.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	15/00365/FUL – single storey rear extension at 3 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.04.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	15/00334/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extension at 21 Parsonage Close 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/00446/FUL – single storey rear extension at 7 Farrows Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 24.04.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd March 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 15/00365/FUL – single storey rear extension at 3 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 15/00334/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extension at 21 
Parsonage Close 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 15/00446/FUL – single storey rear extension at 7 Farrows Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 15/00565/FUL – single storey rear/side extension & 2 bay window extensions to front at 20 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 15/00481/TPO – various works to oak trees at Archway, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 15/00473/FUL – extensions & alterations to existing bungalow to create 3 bedroom house.  Enlargement of existing garage at 55 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on grounds of overdevelopment of the site & the development would be out of keeping with other bungalows along the road.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 15/00737/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side/rear extension at 4 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	h) 15/0669/FUL – change of use from B1 (business) to B2 (general industrial) at CIS, Willow Vale, Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	In response to concerns about noise, AKS had advised that their current workshop adjoined the Tudor Rose classroom and they had not received any complaints.  Cllr. Sansom was very concerned about the impact of another B2 business in a sensitive location near the river, where tranquillity and the natural environment should be enhanced, parking was already an issue & there was no room to expand.  He also considered that it would be very difficult to reverse a B2 designation in the future.  Cllr. Olney noted that the Planning Department had advised that it was not usually possible for a reversion to B1 to be written into planning conditions and she suggested that this should be included in the Council minutes.  Councillors agreed that the access track should not be tarmaced and proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that the application be supported on the condition that the access was not tarmaced and remained a track

Resolved by a majority of 4 in favour, 1 against & 2 abstentions 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	i) 15/00445/FUL – conversion of existing barn to residential dwelling at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the conversion is in keeping with the surrounding area.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	j) 15/00985/FUL – single storey front extension at 47 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	23.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Project planning & consultation & engagement had been funded from the CDF grant and £4,721.89 unspent grant had been repaid.  New grants were available & Group agreed that a professional landscape assessment, developing & analysing the evidence base, printing the main questionnaire & a Housing Needs Survey should be included in the grant application.  Local volunteers would carry out analyses of housing & streetscapes and road capacity & on street parking.  Green space map had been agreed and forwarded to Bedford BC.  Group was collecting and analysing data under headings of Landscape, Housing & Transport, Business & Employment, Amenities/Facilities, Heritage and Young People to help determine questions for the main questionnaire.  23 additional responses had been received from the Newsletter questionnaire.  Cllr. Olney noted that developers had appealed against no further development included in Wilmslow, Cheshire’s NDP and the Inspector had dismissed the appeal.  She noted that the NDP Group would be considering the impact of housing & commercial developments in the surrounding area on Oakley roads.
	


	24.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Flood Risk Management Strategy consultation
	

	
	Council had no comments
	Clerk


	 25.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 12th May 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.15.
	£4,217.22

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.04.15.
	£60,211.17

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.04.15.
	£215,445.21


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Youth Club
	Directory
	£25.00

	Roughley
	Directory
	£25.00

	Kumar
	Directory
	£25.00

	Old Road Securities
	Directory
	£799.00

	Oakley Angels
	Directory
	£50.00

	Ashley Builders
	Directory
	£25.00

	Kaye Optometrist
	Directory
	£25.00

	Fardon (Carpet Bowls)
	Directory
	£6.00

	Palmer
	Directory
	£12.50

	Stich in Time
	Directory
	£25.00

	Whites Engineering
	Directory
	£25.00

	Almond 
	Directory
	£25.00

	Old School
	Directory
	£12.50

	Lincroft School
	Directory
	£50.00

	Priory Medical
	Directory
	£50.00

	Parrott
	Directory
	£50.00

	Village Hall
	Directory
	£12.50

	Fardon (Acoustic guitar)
	Directory
	£12.50


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.05.15.
	
	6.


	Day
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Woodworth Architectural
	Directory
	£25.00

	Hughes
	Directory
	£12.50

	DJR Tennis
	Directory
	£25.00

	SCP Electrical
	Directory
	£25.00

	Course (Fisher)
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Bedford BC
	Precept
	25,700.00

	Diamond Security
	Directory
	50.00

	Slimming World
	Directory
	25.00

	Metrosigns
	Directory
	£50.00

	Gardening Club
	Directory
	£12.50

	Oakham Decorators
	Directory
	£25.00

	Lincroft Sports Club
	Directory
	£12.50

	Methodist Church
	Directory
	£62.50

	Fardon (Post Office)
	Directory
	£25.00

	Oakley Building Service
	Directory
	£50.00

	NLW
	Directory
	£25.00

	Bedford Arms
	Directory
	£50.00

	Fardon (OSSC)
	Directory
	£50.00

	Optimis Consulting
	Directory
	£50.00

	Wenham Flooring
	Directory
	£25.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£8.69

	
	Total
	£26,221.19


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Rural Day Centre
	Grant payment s.137
	£483.00
	1118

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£879.67
	1119

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting March payment
	£665.50
	1120

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 11.03.15. 
	£56.40
	1121

	
	Bays
	Website hosting & management 2015/16
	£1,200.00
	1122

	
	BATPC
	Affiliation fee 2015/16
	£503.00
	1123

	
	Saunders H
	Hedge cutting 
	£180.00
	1124

	
	Parrott
	Play area inspection
	£48.00
	1125

	
	CDF
	Repayment of unspent NDP grant
	£4,721.89
	1126

	
	BATPC
	Chairmanship training
	£30.00
	1127

	
	Information Commissioner
	Data protection register renewal
	£35.00
	1128

	
	Village Hall
	Hall hire 3hrs @ £11/p.h.
	£33.00
	1129

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses March
	£649.49
	1130

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection March
	£206.21
	1131


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting April payment
	£665.50
	1132

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 02.04.15. & 23.04.15. 
	£112.80
	1133

	
	Lewis Woodland Services
	Allotment drain works
	£342.00
	1134

	
	APR Office Furniture
	Cabinets for archive storage
	£132.00
	1135

	
	Parrott
	Emergency repairs to corkscrew
	£42.00
	1136

	
	Oakley Properties
	Cricket Field rent
	£649.43
	1137

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£69.14
	1138

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  12.05.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1139

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses April
	£728.57
	1140

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection April
	£239.62
	1141

	
	
	Total
	£2,999.06
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) 2014/15 end of year accounts


	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. White that accounts be approved.  
	

	
	Resolved – accounts signed by Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.
	Clerk
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	c) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2015/16.   

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that amended risk assessment be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2015/16.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged.  
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. White that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Website renewal
	

	
	Bays Media was content to continue to host and manage the website to 30.04.16. for £1,200 & Council had paid invoice with April accounts.  
	

	
	
	

	
	f) Rent of rooms at Old School
	

	
	Old School had advised that rent of two upper rooms and storage of Christmas lights would cost £461.50 per quarter & had requested monthly bacs payment of £153.83 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Council make monthly bacs payment of £153.83
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. White had installed new storage cabinets & Council thanked him.
	

	
	
	

	26.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd June 2015   
	


