OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.03.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd March 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), R Baily, S Fardon, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders, M. Taylor, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, Mr. Duke & Mrs. Pentland from Lincroft School & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident was concerned about the brightness of the illuminated sign on the new Barton Petroleum building.  The sign, which was illuminated all night was not there previously and no planning application had been submitted.  Cllr. Olney to pursue with the Borough Planning Department and advise resident.
Resident was also concerned about the Highfield Road bridleway gate.  The post which had not been replaced was wobbly and the gate in a poor condition.  Cllr. Olney to investigate whether the contractor would replace and if not ask Bedford BC to do so.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  none

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White for item 11 as known to one of the suppliers.  Cllr. Olney for item 22 as Chair of Day Centre Trustees


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 13th January 2015:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on marking yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Cllr. Olney noted that Bedford BC was still dealing with issue raised by a resident.  Potholes on the twin bridges, in the middle of the road at the Lovell Road/Church Lane junction and at the crossroads reported. Clerk had also requested that the white lines at the Lovell Road/Church Lane junction be re-marked.  Fly tipping in Station Road removed by Bedford BC.
	

	
	Defibrillator – Cllr. White & Mr. Hewitt from the OSSC had fitted the defibrillator free of charge and Council thanked them.
	

	
	Parking in Lincroft – resident concerned about vehicles driving on his front garden did not want a passing space created 
	

	
	Parking in Bevery Close – inconsiderate parking reported to PCSO
	

	
	Parsonage Close – 3 rowans had been planted to replace spruces which were felled.
	

	
	Council Awards Scheme – Council had been granted Foundation status until January 2016
	

	
	Bottle bank – Clerk had asked Bedford BC about an additional bottle bank at Christmas and awaiting a response
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 13th January 2015: none
	Action


	7.
	Reports
	

	
	Network Meeting 17.02.15.
	

	
	No-one was available to attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	Lincroft School 3G Football Pitch Meeting 02.03.15.
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated the presentation from the meeting attended by Cllr. Walker.  The FA had approached Lincroft School as a site for the second 3G pitch in the Borough area (the other was at Wixams).  There would be one full sized pitch which would be sited at the back of the school.  The pitch could be split into four for training sessions and the pitch could be used for rugby as well as football.  The Football Foundation would fund approximately 50% of the £550 - £600K cost and the school and local partners would need to raise the remainder.  University of Bedfordshire and local football & rugby clubs might assist with funding as the pitch would be available for them to use.   The proposal would be considered by the FA panel in September 2015 and would be operational by mid 2016.  Councillors were concerned about parking and lighting and Cllr. Walker to arrange a visit to the pitch at Redbourn School, which was heavily used and in a built up area.  Clerk would also invite the consultants putting together the proposal to attend the Annual Meeting to discuss further with residents   
	JW
Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There was 1 reported crime in January, a theft from a vehicle in Hunts Path and 4 in February, 1 assault, 1 burglary, 1theft of a vehicle & 1 miscellaneous theft.
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	9.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Seven cameras, all of which would be live, would be installed and infrastructure had been put in.  Residents in the High Street had objected to a camera and Council was awaiting a decision from Bedford BC on whether the camera should be moved.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC why the site in the High Street had been chosen and Cllr. Olney to pursue.  Chair had discussed with all other residents adjacent to the camera sites and all were content.  Cllr. Sansom noted that traffic management schemes could be funded from CIL monies and Cllr. Olney to ask Bedford BC if any CIL monies would be used to fund the cameras and whether it could be used to fund an eighth camera, if required. 
	PO
PO


	10.
	Linch Furlong Parking:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested Council take action to remove vehicles parked in the disabled spaces.  NALC Legal Team had advised that Council did not have the power to remove vehicles.   

Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that Council write to the Borough suggesting that an alternative solution needed to be agreed.

Resolved
Cllr. Olney noted that concerns had been raised about a change of use for the CIS site and confirmed that the site only had planning permission for light industrial.
	Clerk



	11.
	Cabinets for Village Photograph/Document Archive:
	Action

	
	Suppliers had advised that a fireproof cabinet would be too heavy for the upstairs room at the Old School.  A new four drawer filing cabinet would cost around £75.  One supplier had a lockable, second hand cabinet available for £65 + VAT including delivery, another had quoted £70 + VAT including delivery  
Proposed by Cllr.  J. Saunders, seconded by Cllr.  Olney that quotation for £65 + VAT be accepted and the company be asked to supply a lockable cupboard too 
Resolved
Clerk had asked Old School again about rent for the second room
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Parking at Lincroft Bedfordia Cross Country Event:
	Action

	
	Following complaints about parking at the recent cross country, Lincroft School had forwarded a debriefing document setting out how the School would police parking at future events.  Representatives from Lincroft School advised that closing Station Road had worked well but accepted that spectator parking had moved into surrounding roads and in future cones would be extended to the Lovell Road/Church Lane triangle.  PCSOs and Special Constables had been used but were needed to police each end of the road closure.  The event would not increase in size in future as the School could not accommodate more students and would be advertised in the Newsletter next year.  Cllr. R. Saunders noted that spectators had blocked the entrance to College Farm and was concerned about the potential for serious accidents.  Chair commented that Council wanted the event to continue to be successful and suggested that members of the Council could accompany Lincroft staff supervising parking.  He & Cllr. Taylor volunteered their services.  Cllr. Taylor suggested asking the police for more Special Constables to cover the event as they have the power to move vehicles on.    
Lincroft School representatives invited Council to hold a Council meeting at the school and tour the site.  Council accepted and suggested some of the students might like to attend the meeting.  Chair thanked Mr. Duke & Mrs. Pentland for attending and trying to address residents’ concerns.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Flooding in Allotment Ditch:
	Action

	
	The pipe from the allotment ditch under the track was blocked, causing flooding.  One contractor had quoted £300 + VAT per day to dig out and one had quoted £95 + VAT to investigate and a further £190 to jet the pipe and examine with a camera.  Given the flooding was causing problems for the neighbouring business, Council had agreed to the £285 to investigate the problem and was awaiting the result.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Linch Furlong/Allotments/Pavenham Road Hedge maintenance:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom had met contractors on site to discuss an annual hedge maintenance programme.  One contractor had quoted £150 + VAT p.a. to cut hedges requiring attention and another £200 + VAT to cut all the hedges once per year.  No other quotations received.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Walker that quotation for £150 + VAT be accepted

Resolved

Bedford BC had advised that BT had been working in Pavenham Road and Clerk to pursue damage to Linch Furlong steps with them.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	15.
	New Removable Bollard on the Green:
	Action

	
	Resident moving out of Grenidge Way had asked to drive over the Green with a removal van.  Other residents had complained that resident had kicked down a bollard and rutted the grass.  Cllr. White suggested that a new collapsible bollard be installed at the end of Burleigh Place to enable residents to access their properties when moving and noted that several of the wooden bollards were loose.
Councillors agreed that vehicles should not be permitted to drive across the Green due to the danger to young people.

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr.  Olney that the removable bollard be repaired and the loose wooden bollards be re-fixed.

Resolved
	Clerk


	16.
	Issues for Review by Overview and Scrutiny Committees:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested policy items for the Scrutiny Committees to consider.  Council had no suggestions. 
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Highways Maintenance Schemes 2015/16 to 2017/18:
	

	
	Clerk had circulated the list of highway schemes proposed by Bedford BC for the 2015/16 – 2017/18 programme.  Council had been asked to identify their three priorities and proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that the priority schemes were 
1. resurfacing Dewlands & three links
2. resurfacing High Street from Church Lane to Reynes Drive
3. treatment of footway issues in High Street

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Councillors noted that the hedge needed cutting back and the footway edging along Church Lane between the church and bridges.  The footway between no.2 Station Road and Brockwell also needed edging and Clerk to report to Bedford BC.
Cllrs. Olney & Taylor had walked around the village and identified resurfacing works needed in Dewlands and at the entrance to Railway Cottages.  Work was also needed on the footways near 12/14 & the garages at 99/112 in Lincroft and 96/98 Station Road.  White lines on the Station Road/Lovell Road roundabout needed re-marking, the reflectors needed replacing on the bollard at Pavenham Road/High Street & Clerk to chase repairs to potholes at crossroads and along southern carriageway of the A6.
Large HGVs were travelling from the warehouse site by Stafford Bridge through Oakley & Pavenham and Cllr. Sansom was concerned that the roads were not suitable for such traffic.  Cllr. Olney advised that Bedford BC was checking the planning permission on the site & Clerk to include on next agenda.
	Clerk
Clerk

PO

Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bromham Road would be closed weekends of 25/26.04.15, 1/3.05.15. & 9/10.05.15. for work to the bypass link road roundabouts.  The link road was expected to be open in early 2016 and Cllr. Olney would request new traffic surveys in Oakley after 18 months.  These could be compared to the speed camera surveys to assess whether vehicles were still using the Oakley/Bromham route rather than the bypass.  Clerk had had no response to the request to Bedford BC for peak time restriction signs and would ask again.  Bedford Hospital was continuing to perform well and the consultation on the future of health care services would be issued after the May elections.  Three options were expected to be put forward for the hospital, a major emergency centre, an integrated care centre or a modern district general hospital.  Hartops bridge had re-opened and investigations for sites for the overhead wire pillars would commence shortly.  Concerns about the steepness of the new bridge had been passed to Network Rail who would be carrying out a safety audit in 6 weeks.  The Highfield Road permissive path had been cut back and the field would be reinstated in June.
	


	19.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 13th January 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/02597/FUL – proposed extensions & alterations to form 
additional & upgraded science facilities at Lincroft School

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.01.15.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/02930/TPO – reduce willow to previous reduction points at 55A High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 15.01.15.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 13th January 2015
	

	
	Application No.
	15/00234/TPO – various tree works at Oakley House, The Drive


	
	Parish Comments:
	Awaiting details of proposed works
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	20.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC Open Space  consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on open spaces to be considered for inclusion in the Local Plan 2032.  NDP Group had suggested green areas around the weir & twin bridges, field to rear of Church Lane, allotments & orchard, Linch Furlong, Browns Wood, Judges Spinney, field between Station Road and railway line, Middle Farm garden, paddock associated with Middle Farm, Village Green, ORA sports field, Lincroft playing fields, Grange Close green & Westfield Road copse.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that these open spaces be submitted to Bedford BC for inclusion in the Local Plan 2032
Resolved
Chair  thanked NDP Group for their work on the consultation

Cllr. Olney noted that Pavenham had requested copies of the Oakley Launch Event posters and Clerk to forward.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Newsletter questionnaire
	

	
	As only 5% of residents had commented at the Launch Event, the NDP Group had included a questionnaire based on the Launch posters in the March Newsletter.  A copy was also available online and questionnaires to be completed by 31.03.15.  Cllr. Olney had asked Lincroft School to circulate the questionnaire to Oakley students.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) New website

	

	
	Given the difficulty of featuring NDP information on the Oakley website, the website manager had suggested setting up a a separate sub-domain www.ndp.oakleyvillage.co.uk which was linked to the main website and used the same structure.  The cost of setting up and running the new site would be included in the annual cost for the main site.  NDP Group had agreed and thanked website manager.
	


	21.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Mr. Burt MP – meeting with parishes 21.03.15.
	

	
	Cllrs. Jones & Taylor to attend
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – rural skip in Oakley 11 & 12.04.15.           
	

	
	Details on notice boards & website
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that Station Road would be closed for part of 29.03.15. for the Oakley 20 race
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Day Centre had requested £600 towards the cost of topical speakers for clients.  The total cost was £600 and 4 clients are Oakley residents.  Balance at 31.03.14. was £141,829 as Trust needed to maintain a reserve of 6 – 8 months running costs so that alternative places could be found for clients if the Centre had to close.
£483 remained in the grants budget, therefore proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom                       that £483 be donated

Resolved
	Clerk


	 23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 3rd March 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.15.
	£12,861.97

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.15.
	£34,468.34

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 28.02.15.
	£213,527.99
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	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Campbell
	Allotment rent
	16.21

	Oakham Decorators
	Newsletter
	50.00

	Cooper
	Allotment rent
	10.00

	Sterne
	Allotment rent
	14.00

	O for Coffee
	Newsletter
	£90.00

	Oakley PCC
	Directory
	£25.00

	Oakley Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£12.50

	VC Property Maintenance
	Directory
	£25.00

	Hazel Kaye
	Directory
	£50.00

	Power Academy of Dance
	Directory
	£25.00

	Oakley Rural Day Centre
	Directory
	£12.50

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£328.76

	OSSC
	Directory
	£50.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£15.77

	
	Total
	£634.53


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	Second grant payment s.137
	£1,995.00
	1101

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Edging verges adjacent to Green
	£324.00
	1102

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 29.01.15.
	£56.40
	1103

	
	Tree People
	Removing Parsonage Close spruce trees
	£300.00
	1104

	
	Whites Engineering
	Repairing The Furlong railings
	£174.00
	1105

	
	Carpenter 
	Supplying & planting Parsonage Close rowans 
	£234.00
	1106

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  03.02.15. 2hrs @ £6/ph
	£12.00
	1107

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses January
	£755.44
	1108

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection January
	£206.21
	1109


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting February payment
	£550.00
	1110

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 18.02.14. 
	£56.40
	1111

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£42.37
	1112

	
	Copykatz
	Printing Village Directory
	£799.00
	1113

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  03.03.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1114

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses February
	£715.85
	1115

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection February
	£206.21
	1116

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter ~ NDP questionnaire
	£840.00
	1117

	
	
	Total
	£7,284.88
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	
	
	


	
	b) Clerk’s pension
	Action

	
	Council would be required to set up a pension scheme in 2016/17.  Clerk had circulated the main provisions of the new LGPS set up in 2014 & the NEST scheme.   
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that LPGS would provide better benefits and Clerk to pursue setting up a scheme immediately

Resolved
Council also agreed bus shelter cleaning/litter picker should be offered the opportunity to join the scheme and Clerk to discuss with him
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	2015 Directory had been circulated and Chair thanked Cllr. Fardon and her team for their work to produce it.
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of next Council meeting: 7th April 2015 – Annual Parish Meeting  



       12th May 2015 - AGM
	


