OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 13.01.15.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13th January 2015 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), R Baily, S Fardon, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Taylor (illness)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. White for item 10 as Chair of the Village Hall Committee, Cllrs. Olney, J. Saunders & Walker for item 11 as Trustees of the Old School & Cllr. Fardon for item 20c) as Youth Club secretary


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd December 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street but bus cages had been marked.  Damaged railings, potholes & the drop in the tarmac at the twin bridges reported to Bedford BC.
	

	
	The Green – contractor had confirmed that outside edges of verges could be trimmed for less than £300 and work had been completed
	

	
	The Furlong – order had been issued to repair the railings at a cost of £145 + VAT
	

	
	Parsonage Close – order had been issued for 3 rowans to replace trees removed last year.  Contractor had advised that quotation does not cover delivery & planting which would raise cost to £234.  Council was content that he should plant
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease
	

	
	Magistrate’s Court – Council concerns about court cases mainly being heard in Luton forwarded to Mr. Burt MP
	

	
	Investment Bond – application forwarded to Santander
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd December 2014: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that Mrs. Ellie White had made & donated the Council’s Christmas wreath & Council thanked her  
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were no reported crimes in December.

Cllr. White noted that there had been problems with youths gathering behind the Village Hall.  The Village Hall Comittee had reported the matter to the PCSO who had been slow to respond.  Clerk had also reported to the PCSO who had advised that the team would include the car park on patrols.
	


	8.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	The Christmas lights had been generally well received although some residents were disappointed with the lights at the churchyard and Clerk had thanked lighting expert.  Given that there were now two trees he had advised that he would need to charge for his time next year and provision had been made in the 2015/16 budget.  The lights had been stored in the Old School.  Cllr. R. Saunders was concerned at the cost & as Council would be paying for installation/removal alternative quotations would be required for 2015.  Clerk to advise Mr. Supple that Council would need to seek other quotations.
	Clerk


	9.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that cameras were due to be installed w/c 23.02.15.  Clerk had requested a copy of Siemens’ report and had reiterated concerns about the impact of the lights on surrounding houses, asking whether baffles could be put on the fronts of lights which would not interfere with the capture zone.  Cllr. Olney to chase Bedford BC for a copy of the report.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that the Pavenham Road camera would be too close to the crossroads and given that monies might not be available in 2015/16 for the cameras Clerk to arrange an urgent meeting with Bedford BC to finalise the positions.
	PO
Clerk
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	10.
	Defibrillator:
	Action

	
	Clerk had collected the defibrillator from the Fire Service.  Council & the Village Hall signed a hosting agreement whereby the Village Hall would provide a rent free location and electricity for the defibrillator and Council would insure and maintain the unit and compensate the Village Hall for the electricity. 
Once the unit was installed Council would need to arrange a service contract and awareness session with the Community Heartbeat Trust.  Clerk to obtain quotations for installation.
	Clerk


	11.
	Village Photograph/Document Archive at the Old School:
	Action

	
	The Old School had agreed to rent the second upstairs room to Council for photographs/documents.  Rent figure had yet to be agreed and Clerk to pursue.  Once arrangements had been agreed, an article would be included in the Newsletter asking if anyone had any documents or would be interested in archiving the material.

Council agreed that a fire resistant cabinet would be useful to store the documents and Clerk to obtain quotations for the May meeting.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Bottle Bank:
	Action

	
	Over Christmas bottles had been dumped around the bottle bank so that Wildmans were unable to empty the container.  Clerk had had to arrange for Bedford BC to clear the loose glass.  Clerk had put a note on the website reminding residents not to leave loose bottles on site & Chair to include in his March Newsletter article with a photograph.  Council considered additional signs but agreed to wait and see if the problem recurred.  Council also discussed hiring an additional container over the Christmas period and Clerk to ascertain whether Bedford BC could supply and the cost.
	PP
Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Linch Furlong Parking:
	Action

	
	Vehicles were continuing to park in the disabled spaces at Linch Furlong & Bedford BC had requested that Council as the tenant ‘must adopt such means as are required to prevent’ ‘the making of any encroachment’ in those spaces.  BATPC had advised that Council should try and mark the space with the wheelchair symbol so there is no question that it is a disabled space and had offered to seek a legal opinion from NALC on behalf of Council.  Given the rough surface of the spaces Council would be unable to mark symbols on the ground.  Clerk to forward documents to BATPC for legal advice.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Calendar of Meetings 2015/16:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2015/16

07.04.15. Annual Parish Meeting

03.11.15.

05.05.15.



01.12.15.

02.06.15.



05.01.16. Finance Advisory Group 



07.07.15.



12.01.16.
 

01.09.15




01.03.16.

06.10.15.



05.04.16. Annual Parish Meeting

Resolved to accept
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) request for bollards in Lincroft
	

	
	Resident had requested bollards outside 32 Lincroft as vehicles attempting to pass because of parked vehicles were ruining the verge & driving across his front garden on a regular basis.  Resident had also asked Chair for a one-way system.  Councillors noted that they had asked Bedford BC for a one-way system in the past and it had been refused.  Council agreed to ask the Borough to create a passing place but noted that other residents would need to be consulted.  Clerk to advise resident. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) speeding in Lovell Road
	

	
	Resident was concerned about speeding in Lovell Road between Station Road & the railway bridge.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to monitor the traffic and reported to the PCSO who had asked the roads unit to carry out more patrols along this stretch of road.  Clerk had informed resident.
	

	
	
	

	
	A disabled resident in the High Street had requested that the double yellow lines be extended past her property on the opposite side of the road.  Clerk & Cllr. Olney had advised her that this section of the High Street was not part of the scheme agreed with the Borough.  The dropped kerb had also been removed when the bus stop was altered and Cllr. Olney advised that Bedford BC was considering how to resolve.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned at the size of HGVs using Pavenham Road.  Most seemed to be travelling to and from the new warehouse.  Cllr. Olney to ascertain whether permission was granted for the site and if not ask Planning Enforcement to pursue.  If permission had been granted Council would discuss traffic issues at next meeting.
	Clerk
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	Councillors were concerned about parking along Lovell Road & Church Lane during the recent Bedfordia event at Lincroft School.  Clerk to invite Lincroft to attend the next Council meeting to discuss. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Hartops bridge was due to be completed by 17.01.15. but the site compound could not be reinstated until later in the year when the ground had dried.  She noted that Murphy had been helpful in keeping residents informed during the work.  The Executive report on the Borough Council budget had yet to be issued.  Work had started on the Sainsbury side of the link road.  The application form for the Borough consultation on green spaces was excessively complex and Clerk to ask for an extension of the deadline to 04.03.15.  The NDP Group was considering and if the extension was refused Council agreed the NDP Group should respond.   
	Clerk
NDP

Group


	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd December 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/02393/FUL – single storey front side & rear extensions at 17 Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.11.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/02444/FUL – side/front extension to form new church 
entrance & single storey side extension to Pre-School & internal alterations at Methodist Church, High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.11.14.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd December 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/02930/TPO – reduce willow to previous reduction points at 55A High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/03051/FUL – erection of single wind turbine at 
Twinwood Airfield, Clapham


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that it would set a precedent in the area and that the impact on the views from Oakley had not been considered

	
	
	


	18.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	Steering Group met on 12.01.15.  Initial tasks for 2015 were to analyse the Launch comments, carry out the landscape assessment and prepare the questionnaire.  A pilot questionnaire would be distributed to small number of residents initially.  The draft vision was agreed as to protect the village community & the landscape within which it sits.  Draft objectives were agreed as understanding current housing stock, identifying future requirements and if a need was established, looking to identify sites; protecting views across the countryside & green spaces of significance; maintaining a sustainable community (including sustainable business) with adequate infrastructure & facilities and identifying & enhancing links to the countryside, other villages & Bedford Town.  Further consultation would be undertaken with young people at Sharnbrook School.  Significant local green spaces were identified as Browns Wood, Judges Spinney, Linch Furlong, allotments & orchard, cricket field, the green and small greens in the village.  The application form for designation as a significant green space was so detailed that Cllr. Olney to discuss with Bedford BC. 
	PO


	19.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Sharnbrook Academy – consultation on changes to age-ranges, structures and admissions
	

	
	Cllr. Walker noted that under the proposals, students at Lincroft would remain at the school until age 16 but the school number would not increase as smaller villages were being removed from the catchment.  Students from Bromham, Clapham & Oakley only would study at Lincroft.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) BATPC – Local Council Award Scheme
	

	
	The new Scheme had been launched on 06.01.15. with three levels, foundation, quality & gold.  Councils which had quality status under the old scheme were able to apply for an automatic transition to the Foundation level of the new Scheme at no cost and without taking part in any accreditation process.  Council could then work towards the next two levels.    Council agreed Clerk to apply.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – litter pick 2015
	

	
	Litter pick had been arranged for 07.03.15.  Cllr. Walker volunteered to organise Easter eggs for the event.
	JW

	
	
	

	
	d) BATPC – nominations for Buckingham Palace Garden Party    
	

	
	Resolved – to nominate Cllr. Walker
	Clerk
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	 20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 13th January 2015
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.14.
	£19,813.03

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.14.
	£36,466.14

	NatWest Bank – Business Savings account balance at 31.12.14.
	£213,424.21


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£547.94

	NatWest
	Interest
	£8.97

	
	Total
	£556.91


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Supple
	Lights for Churchyard & cherry picker to install/take down
	£2,992.79
	1088

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£769.35
	1089


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting December & January payments
	£1,100.00
	1090

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 26.11.14, 19.12.14.  & 06.01.15.
	£169.20
	1091

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing winter Newsletter
	£630.00
	1092

	
	Oakley Properties
	Rent for Riverside meadow 2015
	£100.00
	1093

	
	Supple
	Storage crates for Christmas lights
	£54.00
	1094

	
	BRCC
	Membership renewal
	£35.00
	1095

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  07.01.15. 2hrs@ £6/ph & 13.01.15. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	1096

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses December
	£680.65
	1097

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection December
	£205.22
	1098

	
	Beds Fire & Rescue
	Defibrillator Community Awareness Training
	£100.00
	1099

	
	Henry Saunders
	Cutting Pavenham Road hedge
	£120.00
	1100

	
	
	Total
	£6,986.21
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	


	
	Resolved  that Clerk to pay invoices if required in February as there was no Council meeting
	


	
	b) Budget & Precept 2015/16
	Action

	
	Finance Group had recommended one new item of expenditure, £5,000 for new village entrance signs.
Finance Group also recommended £2,000 for the play area to repair the wetpour and £3,000 for Christmas lights as Council would have to pay for installing and taking down the lights in 2015.  Bedford BC would once again pay the top up grant of £1544 in 2015/16

Clerk had sent out 7 sets of tender documents but only one quotation had been received for grass cutting in 2015/16 of £5,775 + VAT without removing grass from footways or £6,655 + VAT including removing grass. 

Finance Group recommended that the quotation for £6,655 be accepted.  Mr. Knight had again offered to maintain Linch Furlong and the orchard for £700 in 2015/16.   

Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. J. Saunders that quotations for £6,655 + VAT & £700 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Council agreed that the allotment budget be set at £750 to take account of rent payment of £421 p.a. 

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr.  R. Saunders that the budget be accepted as amended and the precept set at £49,856.

Resolved
Chairman signed Bedford BC precept request form
	Clerk


	
	c) Youth Club grant
	

	
	 Clerk had circulated the Youth Club report which advised that a new leader had been appointed, that around 17 young people now regularly attended and which requested payment of the second half of the grant.  
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Olney that second instalment of £1995 be paid to Youth Club
Resolved
	Clerk
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	d) Clerks’ pay agreement 2015/16
	

	
	National agreement had been reached on clerks’ salary scales w.e.f. 01.01.15.  & one-off payments had been agreed for December 2014 and April 2015.  Last incremental increase in Clerk’s salary was 01.04.12.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Walker that Clerk’s salary be increased to scale point 32 i.e. £10,565 for 14 hours p.w. payable w.e.f. 01.01.15 and December one-off payment of £100 & April one-off payment of £26  be paid 

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Clerk’s pension
	

	
	Council would be required to set up a pension scheme in 2016/17.  Clerk noted the main provisions of the new LGPS set up in 2014 & the NEST scheme.   Clerk to circulate to councillors.  Council agreed that it would be preferable for the Clerk if the same scheme was adopted for both her parishes and Clerk to approach Clapham PC.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd March 2015 
	


