OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.12.14.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd December 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), R Baily, S Fardon, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders, J Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Taylor (illness)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. White for item 8 as a contractor, item 12 as Village Hall Committee Chair & item 14 as an advertiser.  Cllrs. Olney & Walker for item 15 as Trustees of the Old School.  Cllr. Baily for item 18b) as a neighbour.  


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th November 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – no further information on yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Street lights permanently on outside numbers 15 & 26 Dewlands & damage to verge by dustcart reported to Bedford BC.  Leaves in Church Lane had been swept but would need clearing again when all had fallen.  Overhanging shrubs & an oak tree with several dead branches in Church Lane to be trimmed.  Clerk had chased light not working on roundabout sign in Lovell Road.
	

	
	Post Office parking – no response from Royal Mail to request for a meeting to discuss
	

	
	Trees at Dewlands & The Furlong – bottom of tree adjacent to bus shelter had been trimmed and dead branch removed from tree in The Furlong 
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 4th November 2014: none
	Action


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 4 reported crimes in November, 2 related assaults in Parsonage Close, 1 burglary in a dwelling in Reynes Drive & 1 criminal damage at Lincroft.  A garage in Pavenham Road had also been broken into on 30.11.14.  Cllr. Walker noted that Special Constables would shortly be once again based at Riseley. 
	


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Solicitor had forwarded land transfer document which Council signed.  Clerk had received two quotations of £145 + VAT and £670 + VAT for straightening the bent railing and fitting bars to close the gap under the fence.  Awaiting third quotation.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Baily, that once third quotation received, Clerk accept the lowest as the gap was a safety issue
Resolved
	Clerk


	9.
	Christmas Tree Event:
	Action

	
	Lighting expert had quoted £2,376.16 + VAT for additional blue pea lights at crossroads, red & white lights for churchyard, plywood and hire of cherry picker.  Tree at the churchyard was too small to bear the weight of the new lights so lighting expert had suggested a frame which would increase the total cost to £2,500 + VAT.  Council had £1,925 remaining in the budget after the electrical connection and the tree. 
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Baily that Council accept the quotation and take the balance of £575.00 from the contingency
Resolved
Barton Petroleum was unable to store the cherry picker because of the building works in progress but Cllrs. Saunders volunteered to store it at College Farm.  Dry storage for the plywood and lights would also be needed.  The Old School might be a possibility (see item 15) but if not, Cllr. Olney volunteered.  Cllr. Olney noted that local organisations were displaying wreaths in the church and volunteered to make a Council wreath.  Council thanked Cllrs. J & R Saunders & Cllr. Olney.
Cllr. R. Saunders was concerned at the cost of installing the lights and suggested obtaining a quotation from Bedford BC in 2015.
Church had written & thanked Council for providing the tree and electrical connection
	Clerk
JS/RS/PO

PO
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	10.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Lighting trial was carried out on 05.11.14.  As lights were brighter than normal street lights, baffles could be fitted to the back but Bedford BC would need to discuss with Siemens whether they could be fitted to the front and still cover the capture zones.  Cameras were due to be operational in January 2015 but Bedford BC was still awaiting final drawings from Siemens.  Clerk to chase again.
	Clerk


	11.
	Parsonage Close Trees:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had suggested planting rowan, medlar, dogwood, strawberry tree, glory tree/bleeding heart or small fruit trees.  The Community Tree Trust had suggested rowans and a Wild Service Tree and quoted £144 to supply and plant the trees
As the Wild Service Tree grows to 15m and Council did not want multi stemmed trees, proposed by Cllr.        Sansom, seconded by Cllr. J. Saunders  that Council accept the quotation for £144 for 3 rowans
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Defibrillator:
	Action

	
	Fire Service required Council to sign a Memorandum of Understanding which required Council to collect the unit, install it using a qualified electrician, maintain & insure it, check it weekly and report the check online, contribute £100 for a community awareness session,  budget a minimum of £126 p.a. for consumables and arrange a service contract with CHT.  Public & personal liability for clinical negligence in relation to direct patient care would be covered by NHS Litigation Authority.   
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that the memorandum be signed

Resolved
Clerk to write to Village Hall Committee re. installation of the defibrillator.  Cllrs. Walker & White volunteered to carry out the weekly checks 
	Clerk
JW/PW

	
	
	

	13.
	Litter Picker & Bus Shelter Cleaners’ Salaries:
	Action

	
	Minimum wage rose to £6.50 w.e.f. 01.10.14.  Therefore litter picker’s salary would need to be increased w.e.f. 01.10.14.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that salary be increased to £218.40 per month from November to March and £259.07 per month from April to October
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Given that minimum wage had risen by 3%, proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Baily bus shelter cleaning salary be increased by 3% from 01.04.15. to £32.35 per month.
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Newsletter Advertising Rates:
	Action

	
	Rates were currently quarter page £15, half page £30, whole page £60 & four consecutive quarter pages £50.

Cost of printing last coloured newsletter was £645
Proposed by Cllr.  Baily, seconded by Cllr. Olney that rates be increased to £20 quarter page, £40 half page & £80 whole page for black & white; £30 quarter page, £60 half page & £120 whole page for colour with a 10% discount for any 4 consecutive advertisements and £100 for loose inserts
Resolved

Clerk to ask editor to list colour advertising rates and note that black & white rates were available on request
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Village Photograph/Document Archive at the Old School:
	Action

	
	Cllr. J. Saunders had suggested that Council set up a village photograph/document archive in one of the rooms at the Old School. The room in the Old School adjacent to the Parish Store would shortly be available.

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Clerk ask Old School for hire of second room and permission to install fireproof cabinets to store the material
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Councillors reported that there was a deep drop at the edge of the tarmac on the bend between the Oakley bridges and the Bromham/Stevington junction which needed filling urgently, a section of the railings had been damaged and there were potholes on the bridges.  Clerk to request Bedford BC to repair.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. White noted that the trimming of the verges on the inside of the Green had been completed to a high standard and suggested the outside edges also be trimmed.
The work would cost approximately £300 + VAT and as there was still £500 remaining in the grass cutting budget, proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Walker that the contractor be requested to trim the outside verges
Resolved
	Clerk
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	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that work on the link road was progressing but there was no further progress on the hospital review and it was unlikely now that there would be any decisions made until after the May elections.  Given the cost of the review to date, the Borough Scrutiny Committee was monitoring the process closely.  Inspectors had recently awarded Bedford hospital the highest scores for the five main categories inspected.   Parking was now free on Sundays in Borough car parks.  Residents were concerned about the safety fencing, the height of the parapet and that mirrors would be necessary to enable vehicles/pedestrians to be seen on the new Hartops bridge and Cllr. Olney was meeting with Network Rail to discuss.  Cllr. White was concerned that traffic would still continue to cut through Oakley once the link road was completed and suggested Council ask the Borough for restrictions at peak times similar to those at Biddenham.  Council agreed and Clerk to ask Bromham if they would also support restrictions.
	Clerk


	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th November 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	14/02222/S73A – erection of 1.8m high fence to enclose front garden (development already carried out) at 42 Lincroft


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 1.8m is too high for a fence at the front of the house but would not object to a 1m fence 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission with the extent of the fence limited by condition 07.11.14.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th November 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/02597/FUL – proposed extensions & alterations to form 
additional & upgraded science facilities at Lincroft School

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/02827/S73 – application to vary condition 6 (visibility splays) & remove condition 9 to allow retention of existing access at 69 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to a single entrance but would continue to object to any application for 2 entrances


	
	It was noted that the lights on the Lincroft Playing Fields were very bright but as mobile structures they did not need planning consent.
	


	19.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Landscape Assessment
	

	
	Company that carried out the Bedford BC landscape assessment was unable to complete an assessment for Oakley by 31.12.14. when the balance of the grant had to be returned.   Council agreed to wait and ask the company to do the Oakley assessment in 2015/16 to maintain consistency with the Borough Local Plan.   Additional monies would be included in the 2015/16 budget.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Questionnaire
	

	
	NDP Steering Group met 01.12.14. to discuss with the consultant the questionnaire to be issued to residents in 2015.  It was agreed that more evidence was needed and objectives should be firmed up before issuing the questionnaire.  The landscape assessment would indicate the constraints on some sites but the sustainability criteria had yet to be agreed.  A further meeting would be held in January and those who had volunteered at the Launch event would be invited. 
Bedford BC had recently issued a consultation on important green spaces and Council agreed to submit all those in the current Local Plan with the proviso that the NDP Group had not yet considered this issue and their conclusions may differ in the future.
	Clerk


	20.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	Mr. Burt MP – Bedford Magistrate’s Court

	

	
	Mr. Burt had asked if Council had had any views expressed locally with regard to the Bedford Magistrates Court cases mainly going to Luton.  Council was concerned that residents could suffer financially by having to travel to Luton, fewer residents would apply to become magistrates resulting in a loss of local/rural representation and as a growing and County town Bedford needed its own court.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that he could no longer commit to organising the apple pressing events but Mr. Pat Knight had volunteered to take over and would be storing the equipment in future.   Chair thanked Cllr. Sansom for his efforts in previous years.
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	 21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 2nd December 2014
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.14.
	£27,139.23

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.14.
	£34,464.89

	NatWest Bank – Business Savings account balance at 30.11.14.
	£213,416.49


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Elsby/Osmond
	Allotment rent
	£32.42

	Lincroft School
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Say
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Cox
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Hazel Kaye
	Newsletter
	£240.00

	UK Power Networks
	Wayleave
	£54.75

	Nottingham
	Allotment rent
	£14.00

	Pagliaro
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Leaper
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Hobbs
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Russell
	Allotment rent
	£33.63

	Tang Soo Do
	Newsletter
	£60.00

	ORA
	Newsletter
	£240.00

	Whites
	Newsletter
	£50.00

	Testa
	Newsletter
	£50.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£7.60

	
	Total
	£955.71


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Carpenter
	Supply & planting of Christmas tree 
	£400.00
	1076


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting November payment, edging verge round Green & trimming Dewlands tree
	£1,457.20
	1077

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 041.11.14.
	£56.40
	1078

	
	Freeths LLP
	Legal fees for transfer of open space at The Furlong
	£1,163.00
	1079

	
	Parrott
	Play area repairs following insurance & October inspections
	£624.00
	1080

	
	Shaping Communities
	NDP questionnaire
	£309.20
	1081

	
	Friends of Old School
	Hire of Upper Room December - February
	£141.50
	1082

	
	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	£149.00
	1083

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£79.00
	1084

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  01.12.14. 2 hrs @ £6/ph & 02.12.14. 3hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	1085

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses November
	£684.88
	1086

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection November
	£187.17
	1087

	
	
	Total
	£5,281.35
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	


	
	Clerk circulated one year bond application for signature as agreed at September meeting.
	RS/JW


	
	b) Precept 2015/16
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft budget for consideration at Finance Meeting.
Contractor who managed Linch Furlong had offered to do so again in 2015/16 for the same price of £700.

Only one grass cutting tender had been received.  Council suggested 2 further contractors who might be interested in tendering & Clerk to forward documents
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of next Council meeting: 7th January 2015 – Finance Group



        13th January 2015 
	


