OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.11.14.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th November 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips (Chairman), R Baily, S Fardon, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, M. Taylor, J Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J Saunders (personal), P White (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: none


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th October 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – awaiting amended plan for yellow lines at Reynes Drive/High Street.  Resident in High Street was concerned about access to her property and Cllr. Olney was discussing with Highways.  Bollard in Station Road had been re-installed.  Clerk to chase Bedford BC to remove works signs by Bedford Arms, in Reynes Drive and at crossroads.
	

	
	Post Office parking – awaiting a response from Royal Mail for a meeting to discuss
	

	
	Parsonage Close trees – no response from Bedford BC.  Community Tree Trust to inspect site mid November and suggest suitable species
	

	
	Station Road hedge – hedge had been cut back
	

	
	Flood mark – ivy had been removed
	

	
	Riverside – awaiting revised lease
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th October 2014: none
	Action


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in October, 1 assault in The Furlong and 1 theft of a vehicle from Church Lane.   PCSO Weston had recently visited the Youth Club and would continue to visit periodically.
	


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	A definitive plan of the land to be transferred had been received and councillors were content.   Chair & Cllr. White had examined the fence and one bent bar required straightening and additional bars were needed to close the gap under four of the fence sections.  Awaiting quotations for the work.
	


	9.
	Christmas Tree Event:
	Action

	
	Electrical connection had been completed and tree to be planted 08.11.14.  Lighting ceremony to be held 06.12.14. at 5.00pm.  Choir members would lead the singing and refreshments would be available.  Christmas wreaths would be displayed in the church and Clerk to put posters on notice boards and on the website.  Cllr. Olney to write an article for the December Newsletter. 
Lighting expert had suggested a mixture of warm white and red LED lights either in straight lines or a spiral and a star or similar for the top of the churchyard tree.  He advised that the spiral was more time consuming but would look better and was awaiting prices.  He also advised that Bedford BC does not permit mains voltage lighting, which the spiral option would be, below 2.5m.  Council had budgeted £3,000 for the project and approximately £1,300 was available for lights.  Councillors were content with the suggestion for spiral lights and Clerk to email details when available as the December meeting would be too close to the lighting event.
	Clerk
PO




	10.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	The lighting trial had been arranged for 05.11.14.  Bedford BC was still awaiting final drawings from Siemens.  Clerk to chase again.
	Clerk


	11.
	Play Area Repairs:
	Action

	
	Recent inspection had identified a damaged strap on the cradle swing, donut caps missing on seesaw & slide, slabs in front of seats need earthing up & bent & missing rods in fence.  Awaiting for quotation to repair.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that Clerk be authorised to order repairs up to a maximum of £300 on safety grounds
Agreed
	Clerk
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	12.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	Overhanging shrubs in Church Lane
	

	
	Residents were concerned about overhanging shrubs & an oak tree with several dead branches.  Clerk had requested Bedford BC to deal.
	Clerk

	
	Councillors noted that a damaged branch on the cherry tree in The Furlong needed removing and tree by Dewlands bus stop had yet to be trimmed.  Clerk to pursue.
	Clerk

	
	Leaves were collecting on footway in Church Lane and Clerk to request Bedford BC to clear
	Clerk

	
	Light not working on roundabout sign in Lovell Road had been reported to Bedford BC and Clerk to chase repair.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that work had begun on the A6 link road and was due to be completed in early 2016.  No decisions had yet been made on hospital and GP services and action was unlikely now until after the 2015 election.  Borough & Parish Councillors were concerned at the £3.5 million cost of the consultation to date excluding financial  review costs and Cllr. Olney advised that the Borough Adult Services Committee was scrutinizing the process and would be making recommendations.  Bedford hospital had recently been inspected and standards were being met in all categories.  Parking  in Borough car parks was now free on Sundays.
	


	14.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 7th October 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	 14/01976/FUL – single storey side extension at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.09.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/02033/DC3 – removal of temporary classrooms & replacement with permanent building & installation of air 
conditioning units at Oakley Lower School


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.10.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	 14/02247/TPO – crown lift & prune scarlet oak at Oakley Lower School


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.10.14.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th October 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/02222/S73A – erection of 1.8m high fence to enclose front garden (development already carried out) at 42 Lincroft


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 1.8m is too high for a fence at the front of the house but would not object to a 1m fence 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/02393/FUL – single storey front side & rear extensions at 17 Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 14/02444/FUL – side/front extension to form new church 
entrance & single storey side extension to Pre-School & internal alterations at Methodist Church, High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	15.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Launch comments & Landscape Assessment
	

	
	Comments had been posted on the website and Chair thanked Clerk for her work to compile them.
One of the companies recommended by Bedford BC had quoted £2,789.00 +VAT for a landscape assessment of the village.  The second had quoted £800 per day and one day would buy a workshop.    £500 had been granted by Locality for landscape assessment and Council agreed that Clerk should ask Locality to vary the grant to increase this to £3,500 (as an independent, impartial assessment was required) provided that companies could carry out the work by 31.12.14. when remaining grant monies would have to be repaid.  
Council also agreed that it would be preferable to use the company used by the Borough Council as they had already done work on Oakley for the Borough Landscape Assessment.

As the spending limit for the NDP Group was set at £500, proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that the Group be permitted to spend up to £3,500 on a Landscape Assessment
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk
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	b) Call for Sites
	

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of the sites put forward in Oakley, Bromham & Clapham and a discussion document prepared by Cllr. Olney, following a meeting with Chair & Cllr. Walker.  Of the sites put forward in Oakley, only site 344 (Parrott’s Yard) was potentially suitable for some housing to retain the business in the village.  Sites 45 in Bromham and 71 & 73 in Clapham were also unsuitable to avoid coalescence of villages.  Site 56 in Bromham was unsuitable as it was part of the Pavenham Wolds identified in the Borough Landscape Assessment as an area where the rural landscape should be conserved and sites 72, 75, 76, 79 & 80 in Clapham were unsuitable as they would impact the long views from Browns Wood & Judges Spinney also identified in the Borough Landscape Assessment.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Walker that Council object to the sites in Oakley except 344 and the sites listed above in Bromham & Clapham with the proviso that the NDP Group had not yet considered site allocations and their conclusions may differ in the future

Resolved 
	Clerk


	16.
	Information Publication Scheme and Health & Safety Policy
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of the Publication Scheme and Health & Safety policies which were unchanged.

Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that policies be adopted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC Civic Carol Service 14.12.14.
	

	
	Chair & Mrs. Phillips to attend
	Clerk


	 18.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 4th November 2014
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.14.
	£30,409.06

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.14.
	£34,463.83

	NatWest Bank – Business Savings account balance at 31.10.14.
	£212,801.84


	Received since previous meeting: 
	
	

	Hutson
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Weston
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Cerski
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Bowler
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Walker
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Nottingham
	Allotment rent
	£1.00

	Durrant 
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Gavin
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Mather
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Blackwell
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Nicholas
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Seager
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	McNab
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Percival
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Herceg
	Allotment rent
	£27.00

	Keyte
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Willsher
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Hull
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Whatley
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Wright
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Sellars
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Elliott
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Gater
	Allotment rent
	£16.21

	Marshall
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Jackson
	Allotment rent
	£31.42

	Orchard Osteopathy
	Newsletter
	£50.00

	Oakley IT
	Newsletter
	£50.00

	NatWest
	Interest
	£8.39

	
	Total
	£644.90


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Football Club
	S. 137 donation
	£510.00
	1066

	
	
	Total
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting October payment & cutting Station Road hedge
	£802.00
	1067

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 01.10.14.
	£56.40
	1068

	
	SCP Electrical Services
	Electrical connection at churchyard
	£810.00
	1069

	
	Parrott
	Play area inspection
	£48.00
	1070

	
	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1071

	
	RBL - Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance wreath - s 137 donation
	£17.00
	1072

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  04.11.14. 3 hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1073

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses October
	£679.92
	1074

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection October
	£232.51
	1075

	
	
	Total
	£3,209.83
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	


	
	Council agreed that the Newsletter should continue to be printed in colour and would therefore review the cost of advertising at the December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Grass Cutting Schedule 2015/16
	

	
	Council was content with Linch Furlong tender and contractor had offered to maintain the site again in 2015/16 at the same cost of £700.  The Furlong would be included in the verge tender as the transfer of land was expected to be completed by March 2015.  Clerk to request a separate quotation to include sweeping grass from footways
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Precept 2015/16
	

	
	Councillors to consider new items for inclusion in 2015/16 budget and advise Clerk for discussion at December meeting.  Cllr. Taylor suggested panels to replace those in the stone walls similar to those at Clapham and Clerk to obtain quotations. 
	ALL

	
	
	

	19.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd December 2014 at 7.15pm
	


