OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.09.14.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J Walker, (Chairman), P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom,  J Saunders, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 5 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident living adjacent to the Village Hall was concerned about the noise from the weekly Motorcycle Club meetings.  He had corresponded with the Motorcycle Club and suggested it was inappropriate for large numbers of motorbikes to congregate regularly in a small village.
Residents in Lincroft were concerned that the issue of the fenced front garden had yet to be resolved.  Clerk noted that Planning Enforcement was awaiting a planning application for the fence.  Cllr. Olney would check with Planning why an application had not yet been submitted or whether it was awaiting validation by the Borough before being issued for consultation and would advise residents.  Chair noted that once the application was issued for consultation residents could object and Cllr. Olney would ensure it was discussed by the Borough Planning Committee.  Residents could also speak at the Planning Committee meeting.  Residents had been advised when they purchased their properties that a bylaw prevented building in front gardens and were concerned that this was not being enforced.  Chair explained that the covenant in their deeds was not a bylaw and could not therefore be enforced by the Parish or Borough Council but only by the developer who built the properties.  Cllr. Olney noted that the Neighbourhood Plan, which was a statutory document, would include the open plan nature of the village and invited residents to put forward their views at the Launch event on 03. & 04.10.14.  
Resident was concerned that the Station Road bus stop had not been replaced before the kerb was raised.  Chair explained that Council had not been consulted about the works.  

Resident asked when and where the speed cameras would be installed.  Chair explained that Bedford BC was still awaiting detailed plans from Siemens and that cameras would be sited in Pavenham Road, Church Lane, Station Road & Lovell Road.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  R Baily (personal), S Fardon (personal), P Phillips (personal) M. Taylor (illness)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. Olney for item 19b) as a Trustee of the Old School


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st July 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Planning Enforcement was awaiting a planning application for the fence around front garden in Lincroft.  Temporary closure of Reynes Drive & adjoining roads 04 – 19.09.14. for resurfacing   & temporary overnight closure of Lovell Road for bridge inspection 22.12.14. on website.  Highfield Road footpath to railway and Station Road footpath to Clapham had been closed until Hartops bridge works completed.  
	

	
	Bedford BC would be consulting on Reynes Drive/High Street yellow lines in September.  Residents in the High Street had requested the lines be extended and had written to Bedford BC.
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway - Morrisons had replaced the gate post but the gate was now very difficult to close and Clerk had asked them to revisit.
	

	
	Station Road bus shelter – new shelter to be installed  & old shelter relocated to Dewlands shortly
	

	
	Bus Stop upgrading – 9 bus stops in Church Lane, High Street, Lovell Road & Station Road had had the boarding points raised to assist passengers.  However a resident in the High Street was concerned that in the process the dropped kerb had been removed.  Cllr. Olney was meeting with resident & pursuing with Bedford BC. 
	

	
	No Cold Calling Stickers – No Cold Calling stickers had been printed and delivered with Newsletter
	

	
	Riverside – still awaiting new lease
	

	
	Boule Pitch – seat & cabinet had been installed and balance of s. 106 monies paid to Lincroft School/Pilgrims Cricket Club for cricket nets
	

	
	Drone Cameras – residents were concerned about invasion of privacy and incidents had been reported to the CAA.  Councillors had also discussed with those flying the cameras.  Clerk to request information on the legal position from Bedford BC.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st July 2014:
	Action

	
	None
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	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 reported crimes in July, 2 assaults and 1 theft in a dwelling and 4 in August, 2 burglaries in a non-dwelling, 1 arson and 1 theft from a vehicle.
	


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Barratts had re-tied the tree and Clerk to arrange a date to carry out a final inspection of the site.  Freeths were awaiting confirmation of the exact extent of land to be transferred by Barratts and a definitive plan for the transfer.  Orange mesh fencing to protect the hedging would cost £12.95 for 25m roll and wooden fence posts £10.95 for 5.  Replacement whips 60 – 90cms would cost from £0.50 (maple/birch/dogwood) to £4.00 (holly).
Council agreed not to purchase fencing.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Electrical Connection and Permanent Christmas Tree at churchyard:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations for installing a permanent electrical connection for £980 + VAT and £675 + VAT.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £675 be accepted

Resolved
Cllr. Baily had reserved a tree and transport & planting to be arranged.
Mr. Supple had again offered to provide a lighting scheme for the cross roads and had suggested purchasing more blue pea lights at a cost of £450 + VAT.  The cherry picker to put up and take down lights would cost approximately £600 + VAT and marine plywood sheets at a cost of £180 + VAT would be needed to protect the verge.  £3,000 had been budgeted therefore proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that two sets of lights be purchased, blue lights for the crossroads and more traditional lights for the churchyard
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Meeting had been held 16.07.14. with Bedford BC Highways to consider locations for cameras and awaiting detailed design scheme from Siemens.  There had recently been another accident in Pavenham Road and Cllr. Olney & Clerk to chase Bedford BC. 
	PO/

Clerk


	11.
	Play Area Repairs:
	Action

	
	Contractor had quoted £435.00 + VAT to remove weeds from dog grids, repaint seat and chick mobile, remove splintering from log cabin, tighten swing seat bolts, replace log on balance beam, fill gaps in links on balance beam & tighten fixings on multiplay.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation be accepted
Resolved

Awaiting quotations to repair wetpour.

Child had fallen from the seesaw in the play area and cut their head.  Seesaw was inspected in June annual inspection and no issues were raised.  Seesaw had been inspected again and two missing caps replaced on bolts but no other problems identified.  Child had also fallen from the multiplay and broken their wrist.  Again multiplay and surfacing had been covered in the annual inspection and re-inspected and no issues raised.  
	Clerk
Clerk



	
	
	

	12.
	Replacement Trees for Parsonage Close:
	Action

	
	Spruce trees had been removed and awaiting suggestions from Bedford BC Tree Officer for species to replant.  Cllr. Olney to pursue with Bedford BC.   
	PO

	
	
	

	13.
	Linch Furlong Hedge:
	Action

	
	Residents had requested that the hedge around Linch Furlong be cut back as it is encroaching on the road, and blocking the view as vehicles pull out onto Pavenham Road.  Awaiting quotations.  
Residents were still parking in Linch Furlong spaces and Clerk to notify Bedford BC.
Council thanked Cllr. White for re-fixing sculptures
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	HGV  Signage:
	Action

	
	Residents in Lovell Road were concerned about HGVs following satnav routes having to reverse & turn in Lovell Road because of the low bridge.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to request satnav companies to amend their information.  Council agreed that better or more signs on the approach to the twin bridges from Bromham would be helpful and Clerk to pursue with Bromham and Bedford BC.
	Clerk

	
	Resident on the corner of Pavenham Road/High Street had left boards on the verge from building works and Clerk to request that they be moved and the verge re-seeded if necessary.

A slat on the seat by the Bedford Arms was damaged and Cllr. J. Saunders to examine.

A new seat near the church was suggested and an article to be included in the next Newsletter asking if any resident would like to donate a seat in memory of a loved one.


	Clerk

JS
PP
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	Hedge near the Bedford Arms was overhanging the footway & Clerk to request Oakley Properties to cut back

Gravel from no. 12 High Street was spilling onto the footway and Clerk to request resident to contain it
Station Road hedge needed trimming from Grange Close to the Lower School and Clerk to request quotations
Concern was raised about the size of the new signs at Lincroft and Clerk to ascertain size allowed before planning permission was required.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that tenders for the link road to be submitted by 05.09.14. and work was due to begin in October/November.  High Street resurfacing had paused whilst a collapsed drain was repaired by Anglian Water and the Willow Vale access junction would be resurfaced in September.  Decisions on the future of hospital and GP services had been delayed to the end of September or beyond.  GP contracts were not managed by the CCG and the services offered varied widely.  Bedford BC budget would be cut again next year but details had yet to be agreed.
	


	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st July 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	14/01762/TELLN – installation of DSLAM cabinet at Vodafone site, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.07.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/01312/FUL – single storey side extension at 56 Grenidge Way

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but concern that sufficient parking is available as applicant already parks across the footway.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.08.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/14/01591/FUL – 2 storey front & side extension at 14 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the proposed extension but concern that there should be sufficient on-site 
parking and would like to see a turning circle in the driveway to prevent vehicles reversing out onto Lovell Road

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.08.14.  No parking conditions imposed.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/01541/FUL – single storey front extensions & roof extension to side at 84 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.08.14.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st July 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/01619/TPO – works to horse chestnut at Longways, 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/01541/FUL – single storey front extensions & roof extension to side at 84 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 14/01509/TPO – reduce cedar & horse chestnut at The Grange, 30 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 14/14/01591/FUL – 2 storey front & side extension at 14 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the proposed extension but concern that there should be sufficient on-site 
parking and would like to see a turning circle in the driveway to prevent vehicles reversing out onto Lovell Road

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 14/01741/FUL – temporary access road & residential access during reconstruction of Hartops bridge at Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 14/01863/FUL – single storey side/rear extension at 62 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 14/02004/FUL – first floor rear extension at 84 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 14/01976/FUL – single storey side extension at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.09.14.
	4.


	
	Application No.
	i) 14/01929/FUL – replacement of 15m monopole with 17.5m monopole.  Removal of equipment cabinet & installation of 2 cabinets at Vodafone site, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	j) 14/02050/FUL – 2 storey side extension & new front & rear dormer windows at Suncrest, 4 Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	k) 13/02261/FUL – erection of 1 house & 1 bungalow at land 
adjoining 88 Lovell Road - amended description 

	
	Parish Comments:
	Continued objection on the grounds of loss of open space around the Old School, which is a listed building and adjacent to an important open space

	
	
	

	
	
	l) Bedford BC Planning Training 03.09.14. – Cllr. Sansom to attend


	
	Councillors were concerned about the Post Office’s new distribution system which had resulted in vans & Post Office cars constantly parked in Reynes Drive.  Chair noted that other villages had also raised Post Office parking at the recent meeting with Alistair Burt MP.   The problem was also affecting sub Post Offices in Bedford and Clerk to request the Planning Department to investigate and copy to Mr. Burt.
	Clerk


	17.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan:
	Action

	
	a) Council Endorsement & Governance Documents
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Governance Document & Terms Of Reference.  Governance Document contained an option for NDP to spend up to a certain amount without prior approval from Council.

Proposed by Cllr.  White, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that documents be approved with the spending limit set at £500.
Resolved
Bedford BC had advised Council to consider very carefully the role of a planning consultant with clients in the village and NDP Group recommended that he is not part of the Steering Group.  
Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. J. Saunders that Council endorse the Steering Group comprising Cllrs. Baily, Olney, Sansom & Walker and residents Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Musgrave & Mr. N. Saunders 
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC Call for Sites
	

	
	Bedford BC had requested comments on the land put forward in the village for possible development.  NDP Group recommend that Oakley could not comment on the proposed sites at this stage as no public consultation had yet been carried out.  However, a statement that Oakley had already had more development than neighbouring villages in past years could be made.  Council agreed
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Launch Event
	

	
	Launch Event to be held 03. & 04.10.14. in the Village Hall.  Event was on front cover of Newsletter and fliers to be sent to Lower School & Pre-School families and local organisations and a pdf copy to Lincroft school.  Clerk to invite stakeholders & local organisations & businesses and posters would be placed on notice boards, website and in shops.  NDP Group requested help on 03. & 04.10.14. & councillors to advise Clerk 
	Clerk

Clerk
ALL


	18.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – requesting Council to empty any new litter bins in Browns Wood

	

	
	Council agreed that as Bedford BC own & manage the site any bins should be emptied by the Borough.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Residents – concerns about noise from Cricket Field

	

	
	Five complaints had been received about the noise from the motorcycle festival, which were passed to the organisers.  Organisers had responded to complainants.  Complaints had also been received about noise from tennis courts and Village Hall car park, which had been passed to OSSC and Village Hall Committee.  
Council agreed that the regular motorcycle meetings were of more concern and Clerk to ask police to attend one of the meetings to consider whether it was appropriate for the site and to advise organisers and resident who had spoken in Open Forum.  
A complaint had also been received about fireworks at the Bedford Arms as no prior warning had been given.  Council appreciated that the event was held to raise money for charity and Cllr. R. Saunders to request landlord to warn residents in advance in future.
	  Clerk

    RS

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC Review of Parliamentary Polling Districts
	

	
	Council suggested that two polling stations within the Village Hall were unnecessary unless there were multiple elections.  Clerk to advise Bedford BC.
	  Clerk
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	d) Town & Parish Council Network Conference 25.09.14.
	

	
	Cllrs. Olney & Walker to attend
	


	19.
	Grant Applications: 
	 Action

	
	a) Oakley Youth Club
	

	
	Youth Club had requested £3,990 for rent, salary, fees, expenses & insurance.      The total cost was £3,990 & 
7 – 15 young people attended the last 6 – 8 weeks of term.  Youth Club was now charging £1 per session & had a balance of £309.17 at 31.08.14.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom  that £3,990 be granted, but be paid in two instalments and a report be provided after 6 months 
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	  Clerk

	
	Council thanked the leader and volunteers for their hard work to keep the Youth Club running.
	


	
	b) Friends of Old School
	

	
	Friends of the Old School had requested £1,000 towards the cost of restoring the outbuildings both to conserve and protect them and provide a flexible community space.  The total cost was £52,200 and balance would be funded by £500 from own reserves, plus applications for £35,000 from Biffa Award Scheme & for £15,700 from Bedford BC Rural Grants Scheme.  Bank balance was £2,126.18 at 31.08.13. 
      
                   

Cllr. Olney noted that the former doctor’s waiting room was available for hire but the surgery was being used as an office by the Day Centre and was not therefore available.
Council confirmed that they supported the project and Clerk to send an appropriate letter
Cllr. Olney to remind Old School users to park considerately in Lovell Road and to avoid blocking one carriageway during rush hours.
	  Clerk
    PO

	
	Proposed by Cllr. J Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £1,000 be granted
	

	
	Resolved – s.137 donation
	  Clerk


	 20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 2nd September 2014
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.14.
	£27,844.55

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.14.
	£34,459.19

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.08.14.
	£211,809.66


	Received since previous meeting: None
	
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting July payment
	£550.00
	1028

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 09.07.14.
	£56.40
	1029

	
	BDO LLP
	External audit
	£360.00
	1030

	
	Oakley Recreational Association
	Bench & storage box for boule pitch
	£250.00
	1031

	
	Whites Engineering
	Re-fix Linch Furlong sculptures
	£594.00
	1032

	
	J M Parrott
	Inspection & new caps for seesaw
	£33.60
	1033

	
	Carpenter
	No Cold Call stickers
	£157.60
	1034

	
	Old School
	Hire of room June - August
	£141.50
	1035

	
	Clapham PC
	Contribution to NDP Launch project
	£62.50
	1036

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  28.07.14. 2hrs @ £6/ph
	£12.00
	1037

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses July
	£679.92
	1038

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection July 
	£232.51
	1039

	
	Lincroft School
	S. 106 monies for cricket nets
	£6,945.60
	1040


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting August payment
	£550.00
	1041

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 30.07.14. & 20.08.14.
	£112.80
	1042

	
	W H Saunders
	Mowing Riverside meadow
	£168.00
	1043

	
	Broker Network Ltd
	Insurance renewal
	£1,612.39
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Allotment rent  2014/15
	£420.00
	1044

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£31.91
	1045

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  02.09.14. 3hrs @ 6/ph
	£18.00
	1046

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses August
	£679.92
	1047

	
	Hobbs
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection August
	£232.71
	1048

	
	
	Total
	£13,901.36
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
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	b) Conclusion of Audit
	Action

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Allotment Rent 2015
	

	
	Clerk noted that rents were raised in 2014 from £13 to £14 for half a plot and from £25 to £27 for a full plot.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that rents be raised to £15 p.a. for a half plot and £30 p.a. for a full plot in 2015

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Reinvestment of s.106 Monies
	

	
	Clerk had been advised by NatWest that a Treasury account was available at 0.27% and that Bonus Saver accounts in which the money was currently held would be closed and transferred to a Business Reserve account earning 0.05% w.e.f. 01.10.14.   Lloyds offered a Treasury account at 0.8% and Barclays at 0.54%.  Rates for Treasury accounts change on a daily basis.  BATPC was unable to offer any advice and Council would need to consult an independent financial advisor.  Council agreed that as local authority money does not enjoy the same protection as money in personal accounts it would be better to go to another bank.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that £140,000 be invested for one year in the Treasury account other than NatWest that would give the best rate of interest.
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 7th October 2014 at 7.15pm
	


