OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.07.14.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips, (Chairman), R Baily, S Fardon, P Olney (part), G Sansom,  J Saunders, R Saunders, J Walker, the Clerk, 
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident was still concerned about the fence around the front garden of 42 Lincroft.  The concrete base had been removed but play equipment had been installed and the trampoline netting was above the height of the fence.  Bedford BC had sent a letter to the owner dated 26.06.14. requiring a response within 21 days and Chair advised that nothing further could be done until the end of that period.  Clerk would then chase Bedford BC for an update.  Council confirmed that no planning application had been received for the fence but Clerk had written to Bedford BC highlighting concerns about highway safety and reiterating that open views across properties are a feature of the Oakley landscape statement.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Taylor (illness), P White (business)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: none


	4.
	Co-option of New Councillor:
	Action

	
	Mrs. Phyllis Jones had volunteered to join the Council.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that  she be co-opted. 

Resolved
Mrs. Jones signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – potholes in the High Street had been repaired and works sign removed from Church Lane.  Planning Enforcement had asked Highways to consider fence in Lincroft in terms of highway safety. 
	

	
	Highfield Road bridleway - Clerk had requested clearer signage for Highfield Road bridleway.  Rights of Way had advised that Morrisons carried out the work in Highfield Road and that it is the landowner's property and responsibility to repair the gate. Bedford BC cannot force the landowner to replace the gate if they choose to do without it.  Clerk had chased Morrisons to replace the gate.
	

	
	Station Road – trees in hedge by bus stop had been trimmed and resident had cut back elders and brambles and left cuttings on verge to rot down.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC or grass cutting contractor to remove.
	

	
	Riverside – still awaiting new lease
	

	
	Station Road bus shelter – order had been placed and new shelter to be installed in August.  
	

	
	No Cold Calling Stickers – No Cold Calling stickers had been printed and awaiting receipt.
	

	
	Allotments – volunteers had tidied site and erected the shed.
	


	7.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd June 2014:
	Action

	
	None
	


	8.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Network Meeting 11.06.14.
	

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that planning issues had been discussed particularly concerns that sites were being granted permission with conditions in return for s.106 monies but conditions were subsequently removed if developers argued that the conditions made the sites unsustainable.
	


	9.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 reported crimes in June, 1 assault, 1 burglary in a non-dwelling and 1 attempted burglary in a non-dwelling.
	


	10.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Outstanding works on the site had been completed except for a leaning tree which Clerk had asked Barratts to deal with.  Fencing contractor had suggested a plastic mesh fence as a temporary option and Clerk to obtain quotations for mesh or wire and wooden posts.
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	11.
	Electrical Connection and Permanent Christmas Tree at churchyard:
	Action

	
	Awaiting quotations for connection.  Cllr. J. Saunders to meet one contractor on site and Cllr. Baily to pursue new Christmas tree for planting in autumn.
	JS/RB

	
	
	

	12.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had completed site surveys and a meeting had been arranged for 16.07.14.
	


	13.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Parking at corner of Reynes Drive/High Street
	

	
	Bedford BC had forwarded proposals for yellow lines around the Reynes Drive side of the junction.    Council agreed that for safety reasons yellow lines should be painted on the High Street opposite Reynes Drive as well as on the corners as vehicles were also parking there.  Residents in Reynes Drive were concerned about the parking problem being moved further up the road.  The Royal Mail vans and employees vehicles were a large part of the parking problem in Reynes Drive and Cllr. Olney noted that Royal Mail would be discussing with the Bedford Arms parking them in their car park.  
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Annual Play Inspection:
	Action

	
	Inspection indicated that grass is too long and should be cut shorter; gate is closing too quickly and should be adjusted to close in 4 – 8 seconds; dog grid has weeds and litter which should be cleared; metal seat is corroding and should be repainted; wetpour edges had shrunk and should be repaired; fish rocker is rotting and timber should be replaced and its surface is corroded and should be repainted; part of log frame is starting to rot and should be monitored and rough/splintered edges should be removed; swing connectors are loose and should be tightened, chain is wearing and should be monitored and replaced when 40% worn and chain openings in excess of recommended 8.6mm and should be replaced; round beam on activity trail is rotting and should be replaced, loose eye bolts in posts should be tightened and finger entrapments in end shackles and splits in timber should be monitored; surface under seesaw and roundabout damaged and should be repaired; minor damage to surface at end of slide should be monitored and repaired as necessary;  graffiti on junior multiplay and table tennis table should be removed, arson damage to surface of multiplay should be monitored and repaired as necessary and missing section at opening replaced; grass mats round supanova and climbing frame compacted and should be relaid, loose fixings on climbing frame should be secured; gap at edge of MUGA tarmac should be filled and warning sign erected.  Inspector also recommended that information signs are installed at each entry/exit point.  Clerk had forwarded report to contractor for quotation for repairs, to grass cutting contractor for action and had asked Bedford BC to remove graffiti.  Community Service was unable to deal with the gap around the wetpour so Clerk had requested quotations to repair.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	W. I.  request to plant flowers in Riverside Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon had been approached by the W. I. who wished to plant poppies in the area between the two regularly mown sections of Riverside meadow as part of their First World War commemoration.   Council was content and as the area was usually cut twice a year, W. I. to be asked to advise when best to cut to ensure the poppies re-seeded.  Cllr. Fardon to advise W. I.   
	SF

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the land issues for the link road had been resolved.  Tenders for the construction of the road were being prepared and work was due to start in the Autumn.  Cllr. Olney had met with the Network Rail site manager for the Hartops Bridge replacement and work was due to begin on 21.07.14.   The Vodafone mast in Station Road was to be upgraded to 4G but would not be any taller than at present.  Bedford BC was investigating the health issues of detainees at Yarlswood and Cllr. Olney was a member of the investigating committee.  The River Festival was being held on 19 & 20.07.14. and Cllr. Olney invited Cllr. Walker and Cllr. Phillips as past and present Chairs to join her for afternoon tea on 20.07.14. 
	


	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd June 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00725/FUL – single storey flat roof extension to rear at 12 Burleigh Place


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.06.14.
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	Application No.
	14/00276/FUL – demolish bungalow & erect 5 bedroom house at 6 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the house but concern that there should be sufficient on-site parking as with the bus stop opposite, there is limited street parking.  Also requested a condition whereby the hedge should be retained in line with the Village Plan and previous applications for the High Street as the High Street hedges are an important feature of the village street scene.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 30.05.14. because of lack of turning space which would result in vehicles having to reverse onto the High Street.

	
	
	Applicant has subsequently submitted a prior notification for an extension and removed the hedge

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd June 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	4/01312/FUL – single storey side extension at 56 Grenidge Way

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but concern that sufficient parking is available as applicant already parks across the footway.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/01288/MAO - outline application for demolition of existing buildings, replacement office building and the erection of 15 dwelling houses. All matters reserved except access at 24 Lovell Road (Parrotts Yard)



	
	Parish Comments:
	Council supports development on the site to maintain the business in the village but given the constraints of the site would want a safe access from Lovell Road, fewer houses, less loss of hedges & trees, more open green space and more parking.


	
	c) Neighbourhood Development Plan
	Action

	
	Group had met with consultant to discuss the engagement strategy and how best to run Launch and follow up events.  She had subsequently provided a strategy report on how, when, how etc. to consult and a timeline spreadsheet.  Every comment from the Launch and questionnaire had to be logged and Group would respond individually to a resident if asked.   Regular updates would be included in the Newsletter and Q & As and the Issues & Options log sheets would be posted on the website.  Only Milton Ernest could include Twinwood Business Park in their Plan as it was in their Neighbourhood Area.  However, they would be holding a Twinwood Business Park event in February/March 2015 and neighbouring villages would be invited.   Central Beds & Bedford BC were formulating a new landscape plan and local issues would be put forward for inclusion.
	

	
	Clerk had written to Bedford BC Legal Department about the inclusion of a planning consultant on the Steering Group and was awaiting a response.  Consultant had suggested Council endorse Steering Group members and Council to consider at September meeting once advice had been received on the position of a planning consultant.
	Clerk


	18.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Mr. Burt MP – meeting to discuss broadband 11.07.14. - noted

           
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Proposal to allow town & parish councils to sell electricity under Sustainable Communities 

	

	
	Sustainable Communities Group was seeking a council to submit a proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act to give all parish and town councils the right to sell electricity that they generate from local schemes.  Council agreed to support rather than propose as it was unlikely to be in a position to sell electricity in the near future.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications: none
	    Action

	
	
	

	 20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 1st July 2014
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.14.
	£35,606.41

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.14.
	£34,459.19

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.06.14.
	£211,809.66

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Community Development
	Neighbourhood Plan grant
	£6,300.00
	

	HMRC
	VAT refund 2013-14
	£3,349.97
	

	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution
	£1,171.33
	

	NatWest
	Interest
	£327.59
	

	
	Total
	£11,148.89
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting June payment
	£550.00
	1014

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 28.05.14. & 18.06.14.
	£112.80
	1015

	
	Tree People Ltd
	Reducing Station Road trees 
	£720.00
	1016

	
	Parrott
	Play area repairs
	£282.00
	1017

	
	Play Inspection Company
	Annual play equipment inspection
	£71.94
	1018

	
	Paice
	Matting & pegs for allotments
	£108.22
	1019

	
	Elsby
	Allotment shed materials
	£98.80
	1020

	
	Shaping Communities
	NDP consultant fees
	£745.65
	1021

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£385.00
	1022

	
	St John's Hospice
	Donation of Internal Audit fee
	£50.00
	1023

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	1024

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses June
	£673.56
	1025

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection June + reissue of May cheque lost in post
	£232.71
	1026

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£787.15
	1027

	
	
	Total
	£4,835.83
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	


	
	b) Reinvestment of s.106 Monies
	

	
	Clerk had been advised by Nationwide that bonds were now only available for personal customers and their only business investment was a Treasury account at 0.25%.  NatWest had advised that a Treasury account was available at 0.27% and that Bonus Saver accounts in which the money was currently held would be closed and transferred to a Business Reserve account earning 0.05% w.e.f. 01.10.14.   Lloyds offered a Treasury account at 0.8% and Barclays at 0.54%.  Rates for Treasury accounts change on a daily basis.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Baily that money remain in the Bonus Saver account until October and in the meantime Clerk to seek investment advice from BATPC
Resolved      
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i) S.106 monies for sport & leisure facilities
	

	
	OSSC had purchased a seat and small storage cupboard for the boules and awaiting invoice.  Cllr. Baily to pursue with OSSC.  Council agreed Clerk to forward balance of monies to Lincroft School as previously resolved once invoice received. 
	RB
Clerk



	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd September 2014 at 7.15pm
	


