OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.06.14.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
P Phillips, (Chairman), R Baily, P Olney, G Sansom,  J Saunders, J Walker, the Clerk, 2 members of Oakley Youth Club and  3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Resident was concerned that the dog bin in Highfield Road was being abused and that the gate at the entrance to the bridleway had not been replaced by the electricity contractors.  Clerk had chased electricity company and would ask Bedford BC Rights of Way Officer to chase too.  Resident requested that the new gate should close quietly as it was between properties and that Bedford BC be asked for better signage for the bridleway as vehicles were stopping at the entrance.
Youth Club leader advised that no young people were currently attending the Club.  There had been some rowdiness at the Christmas party and in the weeks following and numbers had subsequently dropped.  The age limit had been lowered to 11 and the leader had been into schools to encourage attendance.  An article had been included in the Newsletter and posters put up in schools and on notice boards but unless numbers increased by September it would not be viable to continue.  It was also difficult to get sufficient volunteer help to run the sessions.  Councillors suggested splitting the sessions with the younger age group in the first session and that September would be a better time to advertise the Club as the summer holiday was approaching and some young people were on examination leave.  Chair requested Youth Club provide an update for the July meeting and in the meantime councillors would pass on any more suggestions.  
Mr. Parmar introduced himself as a prospective Mayoral candidate who was attending parish council meetings to observe.
Resident was concerned about the 2m high, solid fence that had been erected around 42 Lincroft.  Bedford BC planning enforcement was investigating but resident requested Council support as the fence was creating a blind spot and blocking the sight line from the access into the neighbouring garage block.  Councillors noted that Bedford BC could not enforce any covenants for open frontage in residents’ deeds as they were not party to the original agreement.  It would be for developers who built the properties to pursue.  However, Council agreed that there was a safety issue and noted that open views were part of the Oakley landscape statement sent to the Borough Council, which they would bring to the attention of the Enforcement Officer.
Cllr. Walker reported that she had received complaints about the noise from an event at the Village Hall and that groups were gathering and causing a nuisance on the tennis court.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (business) R Saunders (business), M. Taylor (illness), P White (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. Walker for item 16a) as a Pre-School employee 


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th May 2014:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – trees on green in Dewlands had been cut back and overhanging branches had been removed and the hedge in Pavenham Road cut back.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to clear signs that were still obscured and had chased EDF replace the gate & post in Highfield Road removed during recent works.
	

	
	Drop-in Clinic – both Great Denham and Clapham Medical Centres had advised that they would be unable to run a drop-in clinic at Oakley
	

	
	Station Road – order had been issued to trim back trees in hedge by bus stop.  Lincroft School had applied for a school safety zone in Station Road.
	

	
	Lovell Road bank – Lincroft to monitor students and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to consider cutting back the bank or installing a barrier  
	

	
	Riverside – Clerk had chased new lease again.
	

	
	No Cold Calling Stickers – Clerk had chased No Cold Calling stickers, which were due to be printed in March, again.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th May 2014:
	Action

	
	None
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	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Meeting with Mr. Burt MP 17.05.14.
	

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that broadband was the main issue raised but Oakley was already included in the superfast schedule.  There were also concerns about the development of green field sites.  Sites were being granted permission with conditions in return for s.106 monies but developers were then arguing that the conditions made the sites unsustainable and both Bedford BC and Central Beds were subsequently removing the conditions.   Some of the agreements with developers e.g. at Shortstown were also not being made public. 
	


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 2 reported crimes in April, 1 assault & 1 harassment and 5 in May, 1 burglary in a non-dwelling, 1 attempted burglary in a non-dwelling, 1 dangerous dog injury, 1 criminal damage & 1 interference with a vehicle.
	


	9.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Kimbells Freeth had confirmed that they can act for Council and Barratts had been advised.  The outstanding works on the site had still not been completed and Clerk to chase Barratts.  It was agreed to include an article in the September Newsletter explaining the situation.  Cllr. Sansom suggested a small fence to protect the hedge whips and Clerk to obtain quotations.
	Clerk
PO
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Electrical Connection and Permanent Christmas Tree at churchyard:
	Action

	
	Church was content for a connection into the car park light and Cllr. J. Saunders to provide a plan in conjunction with Cllr. Baily to forward to contractors.  Community Tree Trust had 6 – 7m growing trees which were available for £100 each.  Cllr. Baily to visit the Trust to select a tree and ascertain delivery charges
	JS/RB
RB

	
	
	

	11.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC was starting the design process and would contact Council again to discuss specific locations for cameras once these had been identified.
	


	12.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Parking at corner of Reynes Drive/High Street
	

	
	Clerk had written to Post Office suggesting that they approach the Bedford Arms about using their car park for Post Office vans.  Cllr. Walker noted that there had been complaints from parishes at the meeting with Mr. Burt MP about the allocation of 2 vans for every village.  Bicycles had been withdrawn as the number of parcel deliveries now far outweighed the number of letters and Clerk to write to Royal Mail, who were responsible for the vans and suggest they discuss parking with the Bedford Arms.

Bedford BC had suggested double yellow lines around the junction and Council was content as the Borough parking van could then enforce.  
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A deep pothole had formed in the High Street and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to repair and to remove the sign in Church Lane about the Ruffs Furze works.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	New Bus Shelter for Station Road:
	Action

	
	Supplier had advised that a shelter similar to others in the village but without seats would cost £3117.00 + VAT or with perch seats on half end panels £3175.40 + VAT and to relocate the existing shelter would cost £850 + VAT (£4025.40 total).  £4500 had been allocated in the budget for a new shelter & maintenance 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation for £4025.40 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Financial Regulations:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated revised Financial Regulations amended to permit online banking.  
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Baily that it was unnecessary for Council to seek credit references in respect of members who act as signatories, that the mandate be amended to allow internet payments up to a maximum of £100, that the Clerk be appointed as the Service Administrator and that PIN number for Clerk’s computer be held in a sealed envelope by the Chair. 
Resolved

As Council would have access to Clerk’s personal computer, Council agreed that a new email address should be set up and Clerk to ask website manager to create.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Lower School had received funding of £400,000 to replace the temporary classrooms.  The School had also raised £100,000.  The plans were already approved and the new rooms would be built on the back of the School.  Reynes Drive resurfacing was scheduled for October/November.  Consultation on the hospitals and care in the community had been extended by a month and results should be published in October.  Bedford BC was not prepared to adopt the road into Farrows Close yet as the drain at the entrance, which had been damaged during construction had still to be repaired by Barratts and the road surface was unsatisfactory.  The High Street Showcase was taking place on 12.06.14 and the River Festival on 19/20.07.14.  Councillors commented that Bedford BC should publicise events better to promote the sustainability of the Town Centre and Clerk to request posters and copy for the website.
	


	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th May 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00415/FUL – two storey rear extension at The Spinney, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 07.05.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00716/TPO – lift 3 trees at Mullion, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.05.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00712/TPO – pruning works to 4 trees & felling of  silver birch at Westwaye, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the pruning works to T1 - T4 but object to the felling of T5 unless it is unsafe.  (Tree Officer has confirmed that pathogen on tree is fatal & tree will need to be felled but resident intends to plant new tree)

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.05.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00830/TPO – fell willow at 3 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as no reason given for felling and Bedford BC Tree Officer advised that tree is not unsafe or undermining house

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 20.05.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00717/FUL – one & two storey rear extension at 7 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 20.05.14.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th March 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	14/00860/TPO – works to 8 oaks at Methodist Church, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	Pre-School had requested that the application go to Committee if officers recommend refusal.


	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that application 14/00815/FULWM had been submitted for a green waste recycling site at Coplar Farm, Thurleigh.  It was proposed to process 50,000 tonnes of waste p.a. which would necessitate 200+ HGV and commercial vehicle movements per day along an unsuitable C road.  The site was on green field land and the smell would be likely to affect surrounding villages.  Council agreed to object on the grounds of development of green field land, unsuitable road access and environmental impact
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	An application for a solar farm at The Baulk, Clapham was due to be submitted shortly and the developer was holding a public meeting on 12.06.14. at Clapham Methodist Church
	

	
	
	

	
	j) Neighbourhood Development Plan
	Action

	
	Group agreed to apply for £7,000 grant to carry out the NDP.  A local landscape architect company would be approached for a quotation to carry out a landscape appraisal of the village.  Group discussed the launch event and agreed to bring it forward to 12/13.09.14. provided the Village Hall was available as the grant had to be spent by 31.12.14.  NDP to be discussed with Y8 students as part of their studies on settlement expansion and with the Lower School.  A letter would be sent to all businesses in the village later in the year and a full back page poster about the launch included in the September Newsletter.  A draft communications strategy and a new layout for the NDP website page were discussed and a permanent link to the NDP information to be added to the website home page.  Group agreed that an NDP logo should be created based on the Council oak leaves logo.  The Earls Barton NDP could provide a framework for the Oakley Plan as Earls Barton was a broadly similar village to Oakley.
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	Central Bedfordshire and Bedford BC were already formulating a new landscape plan and landscape issues for Oakley as part of the Upper Ouse Valley to be considered.  It might be necessary to discuss these with neighbouring villages.  Group to meet with the consultant to discuss the engagement strategy 05.06.14.
	


	17.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC – parking standards consultation
	

	
	Cllr. Walker noted that more parking was provided for residential properties than in the past and Clerk to write in support of the proposals.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Grant Applications: none
	    Action

	
	
	

	 19.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 3rd June 2014
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.14.
	£171,414.21

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.14.
	£31,106.10

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.05.14.
	£71,605.19

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Jackson
	Allotment rent
	£5.00
	

	Pagliaro
	Allotment rent
	£5.00
	

	Methodist Church
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Fardon (OSSC)
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	
	Total
	£72.50
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Scouts
	S. 137 donation
	1000.00
	1001


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting May payment
	£550.00
	1002

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 07.05.14. 
	£56.40
	1003

	
	Bays 
	Hosting & maintaining website to April 2015
	£1,200.00
	1004

	
	Bedford BC
	Contribution to repair of Willow Vale track
	£450.96
	1005

	
	W Saunders 
	Mowing Riverside meadow
	£168.00
	1006

	
	Anmat Services
	Allotment water harvester repair & emergency tap repair
	£138.00
	1007

	
	Shaping Communities
	NDP expenses 
	£34.20
	1008

	
	Baily
	Summer bedding plants
	£70.20
	1009

	
	Clapham PC
	Photocopying APM papers
	£3.50
	1010

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 12.05.14. & 03.06.14.  4hr @ £6/ph
	£24.00
	1011

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses May
	£679.92
	1012

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection May
	£232.71
	1013

	
	
	Total
	£4,607.89
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.
	


	
	b) 2013/14 end of year accounts
	Action

	
	Internal auditor had no recommendations.  Council approved and Chairman signed sections 1 & 2 of the audit return. 
	

	
	Resolved 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	g) Reinvestment of s.106 Monies
	

	
	NatWest had advised that their best savings option was a 1 year Treasury Bond paying 0.6%, Clerk had investigated other banks and the best available option was a 2 year fixed rate bond at Nationwide paying 1.7%.    

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that £140,000 be invested in a 2 year bond at Nationwide

Resolved

Clerk to ascertain penalties if monies taken out before the end of the term
	Clerk
Clerk
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	i) S.106 monies for sport & leisure facilities
	

	
	Council had agreed to pass monies remaining after purchase of remaining boule equipment to Lincroft School who had requested the monies be used for cricket nets to be used by the School and Oakley Pilgrims Cricket Club.  OSSC had purchased a bench and small storage cupboard for the boules and would forward invoices for July meeting. 
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of next Council meeting: 1st July 2014 at 7.15pm
	


