OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.03.14.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th March 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon, Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders, R Saunders, P White the Clerk, and  2 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Two residents from Parsonage Close were concerned about Council’s decision to remove the three spruce trees.  They considered one of the trees was far enough away not to cause any problems to properties and the others should be lopped rather than felled.  Bedford BC Tree Officer had made a site visit and commented that the third tree’s roots were unlikely to damage the nearest house.  Therefore, public money should not be used to remove the trees unless property was being damaged.   If two of the trees were removed, new trees should be replanted and work should not be carried out whilst birds were nesting.  Discussed under item 11.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  D Jones (business), M. Taylor (illness)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Chair for item 18c) as the applicant


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th January 2014:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had chased Bedford BC to have the Pavenham Road hedge cut back, to change the timers on street lights in the Grenidge Way alleyways and repair the Church Lane street light.  Clerk had also requested blocked drain in Station Road be cleared.  Leaves been cleared from footways.  
	

	
	Lovell Road - Lincroft School had reminded students from Clapham about the dangers of playing on the bank by the railway bridge on their way to school 
	

	
	Highfield Road footway – Bedford BC had advised that the assessment score for the proposed footway was not sufficiently high to proceed at present.  However, it had been included it in the list of footway requests, should external or other funding become available
	

	
	Linch Furlong Sculptures – Clerk had received 3 quotations and accepted the lowest as agreed at 07.01.14. meeting
	

	
	Riverside – Clerk had chased new lease again.
	

	
	No Cold Calling Stickers – Sharnbrook had finalised the agreement with Bedford Trading Standards and following the receipt of one-off funding the unit cost would reduce to 15 pence each.  Clerk had re-confirmed order for 1000 stickers which should be available in March
	

	
	Oakley Drop-In Clinic – Clerk had written to De Parys Medical Centre about the proposed closure of the drop-in clinic and had requested a meeting.  Surgery had advised that the closure request had been forwarded to NHS England and it would be best to wait for the NHS response before holding a meeting.
	

	
	Directory – Clerk had thanked Old Road Securities for sponsoring the printing
	

	
	Play Area – railings had been broken and were dangerous.  Clerk to arrange emergency repairs.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  7th January 2014:
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	a) Town & Parish Council Network Meeting 18.02.14. 
	

	
	Councillors had been unable to attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Meeting with Network Rail 03.03.14.
	

	
	Network Rail discussed with councillors and residents plans for the raising of Hartops bridge.  Work was due to start 21.07.14. and would take a maximum of 17 weeks to complete.  24 hour line closures were scheduled for 13.09.14. & 20.09.14. and overnight Saturday closures would operate three or four weekends before and after the full closures.  A temporary access road would be installed from Highfield Road during the work and there would be security on site at night.  The footpath would also need to be diverted which Network Rail had yet to agree with Bedford BC.  Residents were concerned that the road had already been damaged by surveying vehicles, lighting on the access road had not been considered, raising the parapet of the bridge would affect sight lines of motorists exiting from the access road behind Station Road, the slope on the road would be increased, new bricks would not blend sufficiently well with the existing structure, pillars and power lines would be too close to windows, humming from the power lines would disturb residents and measures to prevent children playing on the bridge had not been
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	considered.  The effect on the environment of removal of hedges and trees for the access road and dust and noise pollution were also raised.  Network Rail to consider residents’ concerns and a site meeting to be held before the end of March.  A further meeting would then be held in April, which the electrical team would also attend, before plans were finalised in May.  Clerk to liaise with Network Rail on meeting dates
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 reported crimes in January and 3 in February, of which 2 were thefts from vehicles, 1 an assault, 1 a burglary in a dwelling, 1 a burglary not in a dwelling and 1criminal damage to a dwelling.  Clerk noted that crime statistics are as detailed as allowed under the Data Protection Act but if Council had a query on a particular crime, police would try and give some basic information
	


	9.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that most of the outstanding work had been completed.  A site meeting which Cllrs. Olney & Sansom and the Clerk would attend to be arranged before the end of March to check works had been finished satisfactorily.  Council would also need a key to the gate.
	PO

	
	
	

	10.
	Electrical Connection and Permanent Christmas Tree at churchyard:
	Action

	
	Cllr. J. Saunders reported that the Church was content for a connection from the light at the gateway but not for the car park to be dug up.  PCC to confirm at their March meeting.  Cllr. Baily had identified one container grown Nordman Fir which would cost £1,500 + VAT + delivery.  A bare rooted tree planted in the Autumn would be a cheaper option.  Cllr. J. Saunders suggested planting a small Christmas tree and using existing trees in the churchyard while it grew.  Cllr. Baily to continue to investigate.
	RB

	
	
	

	11.
	Tree Works at Parsonage Close:
	Action

	
	Clerk had asked residents if they would prefer the area where Council had been advised to remove the spruce trees to be grassed or planted with shrubs.  Two residents had objected to the trees being removed, two had suggested grassing the area.  One had also asked for the shrubs to be cut back.  Chair noted that insurers would not cover Council if tree surgeons’ advice was ignored and the trees fell onto properties so the trees would have to be removed.  Council could replant trees and proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Council plant new trees away from buildings in the Autumn and seek advice from Borough Tree Officer on suitable species

Resolved 
Council to meet residents to discuss site for new trees
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Average Speed Cameras:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that funding from the 2014/15 Integrated Transport Budget had been provisionally allocated towards a joint funded project; that future ownership of the cameras would remain solely with the Borough Council and that the Borough Council reserved the right to replace the cameras with dummy cameras or remove them completely if evidence suggested speeding issues had been resolved.  Highways representative had been unable to attend Council meeting and Clerk to try and arrange a meeting to discuss further before the Annual Parish Meeting. 
Cllr. Sansom noted that funding for speed cameras was included on the list of CIL projects.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Trimming grass from footways
	

	
	Council had agreed to reconsider trimming grass round the Green in Spring.  Clerk to obtain new quotations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Church Lane driveway flooding 
	

	
	Resident was concerned that water was running off Church Lane and continually flooding his driveway.  Bedford BC to make a site visit to assess the problem.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford Harriers – closure of Station Road 23.03.14. for Oakley 20 Race

	

	
	Formal closure for the road race on 23.03.14. would extend from 9.00a.m. to 2.00p.m but Harriers expected the road to be closed until 10.00a.m. only.  Clerk had reminded them about considerate parking and removing litter.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) High Street road closure 24.03.14.
	

	
	Closure for water leak repair noted 
	

	
	
	

	
	The drain under Westfield Road had been repaired but other drains along Westfield Road were still blocked.  Farrows Close setts were also still loose.  Cllr. Olney to pursue with Highways
	PO
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	Potholes in Reynes Drive at junction with Station Road were dangerous and street light in Reynes Drive between Copthorne Close and Hunts Path was always on.  Clerk to chase repairs.
	Clerk

	
	Trees in Station Road hedge near bus stop needed trimming and Clerk to obtain quotations.
	Clerk

	
	Vehicle was still blocking the footway in Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask police to take action.
	Clerk
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Allotment Maintenance Works:
	Action

	
	Allotment Group had requested planings for the allotment track between the hard standings.  Clerk had obtained two quotations for a 20 tonne load for £235 and £240 both + VAT.  Contractors had advised that planings may not be available for several weeks as they are currently in demand.  Water harvester roof was failing and Mr. Nicholas had volunteered to carry out repairs.  Cost of materials would be approximately £100.00

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that one load of planings be purchased at a cost of £235 + VAT and £100 be allocated for roof repairs

Resolved
Contractor had damaged fence whilst cutting allotment hedge and Clerk had asked him to repair.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Bedford BC request for Issues to be reviewed by Overview and Scrutiny Committees
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested policy items for the Scrutiny Committees to consider.  Council agreed that Committees be asked to investigate the provision of average speed cameras (why they are free of charge to residents in Bedford, but villages are expected to pay half the cost yet they remain the property of the Borough and can be removed as and when the Borough decide they are no longer needed) and the provision of care and hospital transport in the rural areas which was significantly worse than in the town. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Pull-in for Funeral cars at Churchyard
	Action

	
	Parish Church had asked Council to consider providing a pull in for funeral car to avoid a build up of traffic queues outside the Church near the bend.  Bedford BC had considered some years ago and Cllr. J. Saunders suggested that the path be widened so that funeral cars could reverse onto site.  Cllr. Olney to ask Highways to investigate when considering flooding issue in Church Lane (item 13b) and to provide costings.
	PO

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that agreement had been reached with Network Rail and the link road would be completed before work began on Bromham Road bridge.  Bedford hospital was in serious debt but expected to return to solvency within 3 years.   Paediatric Services had returned to the hospital and all Bedford BC care services were being reviewed.  Consultation documents were available at www.bedfordshireccg.nhs.uk  Consultation was expected to be completed by early 2015 and some services might move out of Bedford hospital.  Borough Council part of 2014/15 Council Tax had not been raised but Police and Fire Service part had increased.  Fostering & Adoption Services had been brought back in house as the cost was comparable to agency costs and Bedford BC was seeking more foster and adoptive parents.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 7th January 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	 13/02262/FUL – 2 storey side extension & front door canopy at 15 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 17.01.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/02378/FUL – roof dormer to rear elevation at 38, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.01.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/02256/TPO – fell 2 oak, 2 sycamore & 1 ash at land at Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection to the trees being felled unless they are in a dangerous or diseased condition.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.01.14.
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	Application No.
	13/02090/FUL – revised design for dwelling house, garage with room above and vehicle access  at 69, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of the impact on neighbours in Ruffs Furze.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.01.14.

	
	
	Bedford BC advised that rear windows on the modified central rear wing are further away from neighbours on Ruff Furze than the windows in the permitted scheme (09/0002/S73) and so there would be no increased impact. A condition was imposed for rear facing en suite and dressing room velux windows to be obscure glazed. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/02544/FUL – first floor rear extension & single storey side extension at Westfield Farm, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.02.14.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/02323/FUL – erection of 2 storey office with storage in roof (revised scheme) at Barton Petroleum, Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that screening is put in on the northern and eastern sides – either hedging or fencing and there is no additional lighting

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.02.14.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th January 2014
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 14/00070/P11 – reconstruction & alteration of bridge at Hartops Bridge, Railway Cottages

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection as Council lacks the technical knowledge to comment

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 14/00042/FUL first floor side extension, external alterations to rear including new pitched roof at Kingwood, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 14/00237/FUL – single storey side extension at 11 Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 14/00249/FUL – 2 storey rear extension at 6 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to a two storey extension but concerns about the impact of the proposed design on neighbours and the street scene

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 14/00196/FUL – 2 storey side extension, first floor rear extension & rear dormers and new front porch at Oakland House, Westfield Road 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	f) Bedford BC – Local Plan 2032 consultation 



	Action

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on the new Local Plan to 2032.  Five development options had been proposed – to continue concentrating development in the growth area (Bedford, Kempston, Marston Vale); to concentrate development in the growth area but expand it; to concentrate development in an expanded growth area but with some development in villages, particularly larger ones; to concentrate development in the growth area with some development in a limited number of new rural growth points  or spread growth throughout existing settlements according to size.  The consultation also sought views on key themes, housing growth, number of new jobs needed and the Town Centre.  Council preferred -  option A for housing growth as the percentage rate of housing built in recent years in the Borough was high compared with the rest of England and therefore the building rate should slow 
option 2, an expanded growth area, for development as the infrastructure was already in place in this area and there would be a significant cost to put in new infrastructure elsewhere.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	g) Planning Enforcement workshop 20.03.14.  Noted
	

	
	
	

	
	h) Neighbourhood Development Plan
	

	
	NDP Group had met planning consultant 23.01.14. to discuss given the technical planning centred nature of NDPs.  Planning consultant detailed the process, time scales and key skills for an NDP.  Group met again 03.03.14.  when the project plan and key skills were discussed.  Clerk to apply for a Locality grant to fund the project, a documents library to be created and a master plan with timescales to be drawn up.  Bedford BC Planning Officer to attend next meeting 07.04.14. to advise.  An article had been included in Spring Newsletter. 
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	19.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC – playing pitch strategy consultation

	

	
	Bedford BC would be carrying out a consultation on current and future needs for pitches and other outdoor sports facilities in May but had asked if there were any immediate issued Council would like to raise with the project consultants.  Council had nothing at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 4th March 2014
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.14.
	£17,315.84

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.14.
	£30,740.68

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 28.02.14.
	£70,970.20

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 28.02.14. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Orchard Osteopathy
	Newsletter
	£20.00
	

	Almond Garage
	Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Crouch
	Newsletter
	£15.00
	

	ORA
	Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Day
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Saunders
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	Orchard Osteopathy
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Youth Club
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	Hazel Kaye
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Jackson
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Oakley Angels
	Newsletter
	£12.50
	

	Priory Medical
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Oakley Angels
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	Little Sparrows
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Optimis
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Parrott
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Hazel Kaye
	Newsletter
	£180.00
	

	Oakley IT
	Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Black & White Photography
	Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Testa Plumbing
	Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Old Road Securities
	Directory
	£790.00
	

	Day Care Centre
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Footprints
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Oakly PCC
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Oakley W.I.
	Directory
	£12.50
	

	Power Academy
	Directory
	£25.00
	

	Millennium Security
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Lincroft School
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£547.94
	

	NatWest
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£905.21
	

	
	Total
	£3,250.23
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Day Care Centre
	S. 137 donation
	£500.00
	967

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting January payment
	£550.00
	968

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 19.12.13, 07.01.14. & 22.01.14.
	£169.20
	969

	
	Gemini Lock & Safe
	Opening bollard on the Green
	£78.00
	970

	
	Copykatz 
	Printing 2014 Directory
	£790.00
	971

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses January
	£677.52
	972

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection January
	£242.82
	973

	
	Bedford BC
	Electrical connection at cross roads
	£1,258.80
	974


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.03.14.
	
	
	6.
	


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting February payment
	£550.00
	975

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 12.02.14.
	£56.40
	976

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£29.69
	977

	
	Oakley Properties
	Riverside rent  2012 & 2013
	£200.00
	978

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  23.02.14, 03.03.14. & 04.03.14.  5hrs @ £6/ph
	£30.00
	979

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses February 
	£677.52
	980

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection February
	£242.82
	981

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£651.76
	982

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing Spring newsletter
	£435.00
	983

	
	
	Total
	£7,139.53
	

	
	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	


	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 1st April 2014 at 7.00pm
	


