OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.01.14.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th January 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon, Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, P Phillips, G Sansom,  R Saunders, M. Taylor, P White the Clerk, and  1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  D Jones (business), J Saunders (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. White for item 13 as a contractor, Chair for item 15 as a Trustee of the Old School, Cllr. Olney for items 15 & 19b) as Trustees of the Old School and The Day Care Centre and Cllr. Sansom for item 17 as a CPRE Trustee.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Highways had trimmed round the speed sign on Pavenham Road but advised that the hedge was the landowner’s responsibility and Clerk had passed his details to Bedford BC to pursue.  Clerk had requested drains in High Street be cleared of leaves and chased repair of street light in Church Lane.  Concerns had been raised that Lincroft students from Clapham were playing on the bank by the railway bridge on their way to school and Clerk to ask Lincroft to remind them of the danger of slipping into the road.  Chair would also raise at upcoming Ursula Taylor Lower road safety event. 
	

	
	Riverside – Clerk had chased new lease again.
	

	
	RAF Helicopter Flying – Clerk had advised RAF Odiham of date of Annual Meeting and they had confirmed that they would attend.
	

	
	Speeding – Clerk had requested speeding data for Church Lane, Lovell Road and Station Road from Bedford BC and asked Mr. Hayward to attend March Council meeting.
	

	
	War Memorial – Clerk had thanked resident for his offer of land for the Memorial.
	

	
	No Cold Calling Stickers – Sharnbrook is finalising an agreement with Bedford Trading Standards whereby they cover the fixed cost of the print run, so that stickers can be made available to as many as want them, in whatever quantities, at a unit cost of around 20 pence each.  They will then need to re-confirm requirements from the various councils and neighbourhood watch groups.
	

	
	Fund Raising Event on the Green – event had been very successful and Oakley Lower had thanked Council.  
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  3rd December 2013:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Baily advised that he had a key to the bollard on the Green and would pass to the Clerk.
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 4 reported crimes in December, of which 2 were assaults, 1 a burglary in a dwelling and 1criminal damage to a dwelling.  Cllr. Taylor requested more details on the individual crimes and Clerk to pursue with police. 
	Clerk


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the setts had been replaced and she and Clerk were continuing to chase the outstanding works.
	PO/Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	New lights at the cross roads had been very well received and Council thanked Mr. Supple for installing them, especially as Bedford BC had initially failed to provide power to the cross roads pillar, the second isolator or a time clock.  Council also thanked Cllrs. J & R. Saunders for storing the cherry picker and providing the churchyard tree and Cllr. White for changing the batteries for the churchyard tree.  The churchyard tree had blown over in the strong winds and Cllr. J. Saunders had volunteered to plant a small Christmas tree in the church yard for the future.  Council considered suggestions that lights be put on an existing tree in the churchyard, a permanent socket for a cut tree be installed in the churchyard, a large growing tree be planted and for additional sites for lights.  Council agreed to purchase additional lights and to a permanent electrical connection from the church, if the church was agreeable, funded by monies from the Directory.  Clerk to investigate feasibility and cost.  Cllr. Baily volunteered to investigate availability and cost of a large growing tree.  Additional sites would be considered in future years.
	Clerk

RB
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	10.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) meeting with Bedford BC 05.12.13.
Cllr. Olney reported that the Willow Vale track had been repaired but the entrance had yet to be surfaced. The High Street from where the crossroads resurfacing was completed to Hazel Kaye would be included in 2014/15 Highways Programme.  Reynes Drive surface was breaking up badly and Highways to consider for the 2014/15 Programme. The surface water drain at 27 Station Road was still completely blocked and Clerk to chase.  The works at the entrance to Farrows Close were still not complete and Bedford BC to pursue with Barratts.  Another walk round would be arranged in the spring to assess damage caused by the winter weather.

 
	Clerk


	
	
	

	
	b) temporary closures of A6 10 - 12.01.14. northbound & 17 – 19.01.14. southbound - noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors were concerned about wet slippery leaves on footways and Clerk & Cllr. Olney to pursue with Bedford BC.
Cllr. Fardon requested the footway in Highfield Road be continued from the bridge.  Bedford BC had previously advised that it would be too costly but Clerk to ask again that it be extended to Judges Spinney.
	Clerk/PO
Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Tree Works at Parsonage Close:
	Action

	
	Residents had requested that trees be cut back as they are very tall and obscuring the streetlight.  One tree surgeon had advised that spruces do not respond well to pruning and Council should either leave them or remove them and replace with shrubs as the green is too small for large trees.  He had quoted £300 + VAT to remove the trees plus £50 + VAT to trim the silver birch and maple obscuring the light.  One tree surgeon had quoted £160 to prune silver birch, cherry and field maple, crown lift single spruce and prune and crown lift group of three spruces but had advised that the spruces would need removing at some point because of their proximity to the house.  Awaiting quotation from third tree surgeon.
Residents had advised that the three spruces nearest their house might be too close but they would accept experts’ advice.
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Taylor, seconded by Cllr. Baily that trees be removed.
Resolved
Clerk to advise all surrounding residents and ask if they would prefer shrubs or the area to be grassed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Calendar of Meetings 2014/15:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled a calendar of meetings for 2014/15

01.04.14. Annual Parish Meeting

04.11.14.

06.05.14.



02.12.14.

03.06.14.



06.01.15. Finance Advisory Group 



01.07.14.



13.01.15.
 

02.09.14




03.03.15.

07.10.14.



07.04.15. Annual Parish Meeting

 
Resolved to accept
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Linch Furlong Sculptures:
	Action

	
	One of Linch Furlong oak sculptures near the river bank had fallen in the wind because the wooden feet had rotted away.  Cllr. Sansom suggested fixing metal feet onto the wood and then concreting the metal feet into the ground on all the sculptures.  Clerk had received one quotation for £159.00 + VAT to fit iron legs and concrete the fallen sculpture into the ground.
Given the danger of injury if other sculptures fell, proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Clerk to obtain two further quotations and accept the cheapest 

Resolved
	Clerk


	14.
	Bedford BC Economy & Employment Land Study:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC was undertaking an economy & employment land study for the new Local Plan and was seeking parishes’ views on local employment.  Three employment areas had been identified in Oakley, in Station Road adjacent to the railway, Parrotts’ yard and Highfield Park.  College and Westfield Farms were also agricultural employment sites.  Councillors agreed that additional employment sites were not needed in the village and commented that employment would be considered as part of the NDP.   Clerk to advise Bedford BC.
	Clerk
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	15.
	Closure of Doctor’s Surgery:
	Action

	
	De Parys Medical Centre was proposing to close the Oakley drop-in clinic.  Councillors were very concerned and strongly supported residents' and the Day Care Centre's requests for it to remain open.  Travel to either Bromham or De Parys Avenue was not easy for those without cars – with no bus service to Bromham and no direct service to De Parys Avenue closure would be likely to increase the need for home visits.   GP practices were not always serving the rural community as well as they should and the De Parys practice was already very busy.  The proposed prescription delivery service would only benefit those living at Lovell Homes and broadband was already available in the Old School, so it would not be difficult or costly to install a secure line for electronic patient records.  Clerk to forward Council’s comments to De Parys Medical Centre.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that paediatric services, except for the training of doctors, had now returned to Bedford Hospital.  Standards had improved and the CQC had recently given the hospital a good report.  Consultation on community services, in particular their integration with hospital services, would be issued shortly.  Oakley Lower had discussed their concerns about the proposed move to 2 tier education with Bedford BC and a meeting to discuss issues would be held at Oakley Lower on 09.01.14.  Forms to nominate residents for awards for their community work were available and would be put on the website.
	PO

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd December 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01947/S73A – change of use from dwelling to office for 2 years – retrospective application at The Gables, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.11.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01910/TPO – prune 1 horse chestnut, fell1 ash & crown lift 1 oak at Tamarind, Westfield Road 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the pruning and crown lifting but would not want the ash felled unless it is in danger of falling.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.12.13.  Bedford BC tree surgeon had advised that ash tree was in very poor condition and could pose a risk to the highway therefore permission to fell granted

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd December 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/02323/FUL – erection of 2 storey office with storage in roof (revised scheme) at Barton Petroleum, Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that screening is put in on the northern and eastern sides – either hedging or fencing and there is no additional lighting

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 13/02378/FUL – roof dormer to rear elevation at 38, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 13/02261/FUL – erection of 2 dwellings at land adjoining 88 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of loss of open space around the Old School and adjacent to an important open view

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 13/02544/FUL – first floor rear extension & single storey side extension at Westfield Farm, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Neighbourhood Plan
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom had asked CPRE Trustee who is a planning expert to discuss the NDP process with the group and Clerk to arrange a suitable date with him and invite interested residents.
	Clerk


	18.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) BATPC – Strategic Plan
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC - consultation on Standards Regime
	

	
	Council had no comments
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	c) NALC – precept survey
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	
	d) BATPC – nominations for Buckingham Palace Garden Party
	

	
	Resolved – to nominate Chair
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Partnership Bobby Van Scheme
	

	
	a) Requested renewal of membership (£250) or donation for Bobby Scheme.  Police Partnership had confirmed that the Bobby Scheme does not charge for home security work.  Deferred as still awaiting accounts.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Oakley Rural Day Care Centre
	

	
	Requested grant at Council’s discretion to support clients and their carers in the rural area, to maintain clients’ independence and help to provide a better quality of life.  3 clients are Oakley residents and £80,594 was needed from grants & donations

Proposed by Cllr. Phillips, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that £500 be donated

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 7th January 2014
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.13.
	£20,787.95

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.13.
	£28,976.60

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.12.13.
	£70,970.20

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 31.12.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	NatWest
	Interest
	£109.43
	

	NatWest
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£490.96
	

	
	Total
	£600.39
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE payment
	£674.60
	957


	
	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting December payment
	£550.00
	958

	
	Wildmans
	Emptying bottle bank 28.11.13.
	£56.40
	959

	
	White Hart Press
	Printing winter Newsletter
	£385.00
	960

	
	Oakley Properties
	Riverside rent
	£100.00
	961

	
	Clapham PC
	Photocopying allotment tenancy agreements
	£3.90
	963

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 02.01.14. & 07.01.14.  4hrs @ £6/ph
	£24.00
	964

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses December 
	£671.52
	965

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection December
	£242.82
	966

	
	
	Total
	£2,708.24
	

	
	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	


	
	c) Review of bus shelter cleaner and litter picker performance and salaries for 2014/15
	Action

	
	Council was content with the performance of the bus shelter cleaner and litter picker.   

Litter picker salary was increased in October in line with the minimum wage increase. Given the improving economic situation, proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that bus shelter cleaning salary be increased by 2% from 01.04.14. to £31.41 per month.

Resolved
	Clerk
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	c) Precept 2014/15:
	

	
	The Finance Group had recommended five new items of expenditure. 
£50,000 was recommended for speed reduction measures in Pavenham Road and elsewhere in the village.  

£4,000 was recommended for a new bus shelter at Station Road and relocation of existing shelter to Dewlands

£3,000 was recommended for verge trimming

£3,000 was recommended for additional Christmas lights and possible permanent electrical connection at the churchyard

£2,000 for the Neighbourhood Plan

Finance Group also recommended an additional £1,000 for the play area to repair the wetpour and had suggested Directory income be used for Linch Furlong sculptures.
Council agreed that Directory monies be used for Christmas lights not the Linch Furlong sculptures, hedge laying be removed from the budget as it was unnecessary but an additional £500 be allocated to the Linch Furlong item for hedge cutting and £2,000 be included for a commemorative sign on the green.
Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that budget be accepted as amended and precept set at £48,556

Resolved
Chairman signed Bedford BC precept request form
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 4th March 2014
	


