OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.12.13.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, D Jones, P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders,  R Saunders, M. Taylor, P White the Clerk, and  1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Mr. Parrott tabled revised proposals for development of the site in Lovell Road, which would comprise housing with new offices at the back of the site for the business.   The revised plan included a play area and detached houses at the front of the site which was more in keeping with the street scene.  The road had been moved and office parking sited behind the office buildings.   The external storage might be moved off site which would avoid the need for lorries to use the road.  Chair thanked Mr. Parrott for attending and taking Council’s comments into account.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (business), R Baily (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. Olney for item 18a) as a Governor of Oakley Lower School


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th November 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to repair the top of Reynes Drive near the Station Road junction and cut back the hedge on Pavenham Road.
	

	
	Highways Walk Round – Bedford BC to meet with Cllr. Olney 06.12.13.
	

	
	Allotments – hedge had been trimmed back.
	

	
	Grass cutting – contractor had reminded grass cutters to sweep up after wet cuts.  Mr. Knight had accepted 2014/15 contract for Linch Furlong and the orchard 
	

	
	Riverside – Clerk had arranged for dangerous ash at Riverside to be felled.  Revised lease had been forwarded but still contained the insurance rent clause.  Awaiting new draft.
	

	
	Neighbourhood Development Plan – consultation had ended and Bedford BC had designated Oakley as a Neighbourhood Area and had suggested meeting to discuss any areas for joint working, cooperation, support or concern at an early point in the process.  Clerk/PO to arrange a meeting of the Oakley Group
	Clerk/PO


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  5th November 2013:
	Action

	
	Clerk to advise RAF Odiham of the date of the Annual Meeting.
	Clerk


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 5 reported crimes in November, of which 3 were thefts from vehicles, 1 a burglary and 1an attempted burglary.
Cllr. Taylor had attended the Independent Advisory Group Meeting and reported that although the Group was still urban centred important issues such as crime prevention had been discussed.   He volunteered to attend future meetings and Council thanked him. 
	MT


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Work had begun on site and Cllr. Olney to chase completion.
	PO

	
	
	

	9.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Tree at crossroads had been trimmed free of charge by tree surgeon.   Bedford BC had switched on the power supply 04.12.13. and lighting expert to install lights 06.12.13. provided it was not windy.  Cllrs. J. & R. Saunders had volunteered to store the cherry picker and Council thanked them.  Tree at church had been erected and Cllr. White to check the lights.  Lighting ceremony to begin at 5.00pm on 07.12.13.
	PW


	10.
	Speed reduction measures in Oakley:
	Action

	
	Cllrs. Baily, Olney, Phillips & Sansom and the Clerk had met with Borough Cllr. Roydon & Mr. Hayward to discuss financing an average speed camera scheme.  One pair of cameras would cost approximately £50,000 including lighting, software and signs and if the Parish Council contributed £50,000, Bedford BC would also provide £50,000.  Mr. Hayward agreed to provide information and costings for Council to report in the March Newsletter and to discuss at the April Annual Parish Meeting.  Clerk to request speed data for Church Lane, Lovell Road and Station Road from Bedford BC and ask Mr. Hayward to attend March Council meeting.
	Clerk
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	11.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) temporary closure of Highfield Road 09.12.13.  Noted


             
	

	
	
	

	
	b) temporary closure of Oakley Road, Clapham 14 – 15.12.13.  Noted
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors noted that a vehicle was once again parking over the footway in Grenidge Way.  Clerk to pursue with PCSO.

Cones round dislodged setts on Oakley bridges had been damaged by vehicles and Clerk to report to Highways.

Pavenham Road hedge had yet to be trimmed back and speed limit sign was now covered.  Clerk to chase Bedford BC to cut back.

Street light in Ruffs Furze was flickering and Clerk to report to Bedford BC.

Cllr. Olney confirmed that the Highways Agency, not Bedford BC, was responsible for repairing A6.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Relocation of War Memorial:
	Action

	
	Heritage Lottery Fund had advised that monies could be available for moving a War Memorial but consideration would need to be given to preserving its heritage.  Also moving of a memorial would need to be part of a wider project concerning the First World War e.g. an investigation into the history of those named on the Memorial and publication of the results through an exhibition.  The project could be undertaken in conjunction with one of the schools or local organisations in the village.
Given the need to preserve its heritage and the need for moving the Memorial to be part of a bigger project, proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the Memorial remain at the crossroads

Resolved
Clerk to thank resident for his offer of land
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	No Cold Calling Stickers:
	Action

	
	Sharnbrook Neighbourhood Watch had suggested Councils combine to purchase new No Cold Calling Stickers to reduce the cost.  Similar stickers had been used to very good effect in Surrey.  A combined order of 5000 would work out at 28p per unit.  Cost for 969 properties in Oakley would be £271.32.
Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that 1,000 stickers be purchased if enough were ordered for cost to remain at £280.00

Resolved 
	Clerk


	14.
	Tree Works at Parsonage Close:
	Action

	
	Residents had requested that trees be cut back as they are very tall and obscuring the streetlight.  One tree surgeon had advised that pines do not respond well to pruning and Council should either leave them or remove them and replace with shrubs as the green is too small for large trees.  He had quoted £300 + VAT to remove the trees plus £50 + VAT to trim the silver birch and maple obscuring the light.  Clerk had asked for further quotations and for residents’ opinions and awaiting responses.  Deferred to January meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Fund Raising Event on the Green:
	Action

	
	Oakley Lower had requested permission to hold a fund raising event on the Green in December.  The event would include a crepe van which they had asked to put on the grass as, if parked on the road a Street Vendor’s Licence would be required from Bedford BC.  Council insurers were content provided that the school insured the event and checked that the crepe van had appropriate public liability cover.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that event be permitted on the Green and that the van be permitted to park on the grass
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that work had begun on the Willow Vale track and she would pursue parking at the top of the track with the Borough Council.  Surveying for the electrification of the railway had begun and Railtrack intended to complete the work by 2015.  Access for work on the bridge behind Station Road would be difficult as residents had no alternative route.  Work on the link road was due to begin Spring/Summer 2014 and Bedford BC was negotiating with Railtrack over their demand for £3 million to cross the railway.  The planning application for the new A6 roundabout had been issued for consultation.  All Bedford Hospital services, including community services, were now under review and both Bedford BC and Central Beds were pressing for the hospital to remain open.  Consultation would end February 2014. 
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	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 5th November 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01585/FUL – two storey rear extension at The Spinney, Church Lane 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Application withdrawn

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01733/TPO – fell yew tree & prune yew, 4 oaks & 6 elms at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.10.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01480/FUL – demolition of single storey office  building  & erection of 2 storey office building at Barton Petroleum, Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but Clerk to request that current conditions on working hours and lighting remain in place

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 07.11.13.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 5th November 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/01910/TPO – prune 1 horse chestnut, fell1 ash & crown lift 1 oak at Tamarind, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the pruning and crown lifting but would not want the ash felled unless it is in danger of falling.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 13/02256/TPO – fell 2 oak, 2 sycamore & 1 ash at land at Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection to the trees being felled unless they are in a dangerous or diseased condition.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 13/02262/FUL – 2 storey side extension & front door canopy at 15 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	d) Bedford BC Planning Workshop 09.01.14.
	Action

	
	Cllrs. Olney & Sansom to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Council agreed that Clerk to write to Bedford BC Planning Department advising that they were only content with a mixed development on the Parrott site in order to retain local employment.   Access into the site, width of the site road, school places and a s.106 agreement would need to be considered once a planning application was submitted. 
	


	18.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Sharnbrook Academy – Discussion Paper on proposal for move to two-tier education system
	

	
	Chair noted that middle schools were struggling to attract teachers and pupils.  Numbers were falling at Harrold and Margaret Beaufort and Bromham parents were choosing Great Denham primary rather than Bromham Lower.  Schools in the south of Bedford and in surrounding counties were already 2 tier and Bromham and Clapham Lower Schools were considering becoming primaries.  Cllr. Olney advised that Oakley Lower had several concerns about the proposal.  These were that there was no educational need to change – all schools in the Academy were rated good or outstanding, there were insufficient existing buildings or space on site to expand to a primary and traffic would increase.
Council agreed Clerk to write to Governing Body putting forward concerns about the constraints of both Oakley Lower and Lincroft sites, lack of infrastructure and additional traffic
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – Childcare Sufficiency Assessment

	

	
	Bedford BC was reviewing child care provision in the Borough.  Chair had forwarded data re. numbers of child minders and Pre-School places in Oakley. 
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Licensing Policy consultation
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Police Partnership Bobby Van Scheme
	

	
	Police Partnership had requested renewal of annual membership (£250) or a donation.   Awaiting copy of latest accounts.  Concerns were raised that the Bobby Van charged for security work and that their rates were not necessarily competitive.  Clerk to investigate.   
	Clerk
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	20.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 3rd December 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.13.
	£56,388.84

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.13.
	£28,975.70

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.11.13.
	£40,863.67

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.11.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Whately
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Gater
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	NcNab
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Hull
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Keyte
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Clark/Jackson
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Mather
	Allotment rent
	£1.00
	

	Bowler
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Campbell
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Cerski
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Parsons
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Cox
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Day
	Allotment rent
	£25.00
	

	Wright
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Pagliaro
	Allotment rent
	£14.00
	

	Hutson
	Allotment rent
	£15.72
	

	UK Power Networks
	Wayleave
	£53.01
	

	Fisher
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Marshall C
	Allotment rent
	£15.72
	

	NatWest
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£444.93
	

	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£547.94
	

	
	Total
	£1,370.80
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting November & allotment hedge trimming
	£658.00
	948

	
	P D Supple
	Supply & installation of Christmas lights
	£2,736.00
	949

	
	H M Parrott
	Play area repairs
	£1,338.00
	950

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£64.36
	951

	
	Old School
	Hire of room December - February
	£141.50
	952

	
	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	£147.00
	953

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 25.11.13. & 03.12.13.  4hrs @ £6/ph
	£24.00
	954

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses November 
	£705.17
	955

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection November
	£242.82
	956

	
	
	Total
	£6,056.15
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  Payment to P D Supple not to be made until after lights 

installed on 06.12.13.
	
	
	


	
	b) Precept 2014/15
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft budget for consideration at Finance Meeting.  Council agreed £3,000 to be included for trimming back verges.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd January 2014 – Finance Advisory Group





        7th January 2014
	


