OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.11.13.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th November 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon,  Mrs. P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders,  R Saunders, the Clerk, and  3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Mr. Parrott and his planning consultant tabled proposals for development of their site in Lovell Road, which would comprise housing with new offices at the back of the site for the business.  The land behind the offices would continue to be used for external storage no more than 2m in height.  The existing buildings were old and needed improving and the housing would provide funding for upgrading the offices.  Parking for the business would be provided in front of the offices and 2 spaces per property would be provided for the housing.  The housing would also be set back from the road to mitigate disturbance from office workers arriving and leaving the site.  A proportion of the development would be affordable housing which could incorporate local needs and Council suggested the mix of housing identified in the recent Jephson survey.   Council also commented that a play area might be required by Bedford BC.  The company wished to develop the site before the CIL levy came into force in April 2014 as CIL would be significantly more expensive than s.106 payments and were seeking Council views.  Councillors were content in principle for a mixed use site but would need to consider a full planning application.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  R Baily, D Jones, M. Taylor, P White

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. Fardon for item 17) as a member of the Youth Club.  Cllrs. Fardon, Olney & Sansom for item 26 as members of CPRE.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st October 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Anglian Water had advised that water in the High Street did not contain chlorine or ammonia so was not drinking water or sewage and they had passed to Bedford BC.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to arrange for trees to be cut back from street lights in Church Lane, requested residents to trim overhanging hedges and asked police to pursue vehicles blocking the footway in Grenidge Way and parking in the Station Road layby again.
	

	
	Allotments – Clerk had advised Allotment Group of Council’s decision on meetings and fund raising.
	

	
	AFC Oakley Grant Application – awaiting confirmation of numbers and need for dug outs. 
	

	
	Old Forge – Charles Wells had appointed a contractor and rubbish will be removed from the site this week.
	

	
	Riverside – an ash tree needed attention as it was in danger of falling onto the road and Clerk to arrange for tree surgeon to deal.  Cost was expected to be around £215.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  1st October 2013:
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	a) Website Meeting 17.10.13.
	

	
	Chair, Cllr. Olney and Clerk discussed sports photography and the online Directory with the website manager.  No additional professional photography would be needed this financial year but Council might consider for 2014/15 budget.  The online Directory would comprise community organisations with links to their websites and had been added to the website.  A link to Bedford BC village history pages had also been added.  A request had been received to advertise an event in the village run by a commercial company on the website news.  Council agreed that any event or class in the village of benefit to Oakley residents could be advertised on both the website and notice boards for a trial period of 6 months.  Businesses would not be advertised.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Network Meeting 04.11.13.
	

	
	Chair and Cllr. Olney had attended the event, which comprised information stalls from Bedford BC departments and outside organisations.
	

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.11.13.    
	2.

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 5 reported crimes in October, of which 2 were thefts from vehicles, 1 arson, 1 assault and 1 other theft.
Cllr. Taylor had attended the Independent Advisory Group Meeting and would report in December.
	


	9.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Clerk had chased Barratts to complete the outstanding works and replace the dislodged setts.  Cllr. Olney had reminded them that tree works needed to be carried out before the Spring.  
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Lighting expert had quoted £2,300 + VAT to supply, put up and take down string and ice drop lights.  Of this, £1,500 would cover the lights, cabling and controls which would then be free of charge in future years.  Plant & equipment insurance would be £200 and plant rental for installation and removal £600.  Bedford BC was content with the proposed scheme provided the contractor provides a risk assessment.  Clerk  noted that £1,200 had been budgeted for the scheme
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that proposal be accepted and the balance of £1,100 be taken from the contingency fund
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Lighting expert required a date for removing the lights and Council agreed 06.01.14.  

Lower branches on the tree at the cross roads needed attention and Clerk to ask tree surgeon to carry out the work before the lights were put up.
Cllr. White had volunteered to obtain batteries for the tree at the church.
	Clerk
Clerk

PW

	
	
	

	11.
	Speed reduction measures in Oakley:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that outline approval had been obtained for an Oakley scheme with a view to introducing a joint funded scheme in 2014/15.  Speed monitoring was being carried out in Lovell Road and awaiting details of the scheme.  Cllr. Olney suggested a meeting with Highways and Borough Cllr. Roydon before the December Council to discuss financing and Clerk to arrange.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	Willow Vale access
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the track would be resurfaced with planings by the end of November.
	

	
	Setts had become dislodged on the left side of Church Lane coming over the bridge into the village and the top of Reynes Drive near the Station Road junction was breaking up badly.  Clerk to request Bedford BC to repair.

The hedge on Pavenham Road down to Stafford Bridge was overhanging the footway and obscuring the speed limit sign and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to cut back.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	Cllr. Olney suggested a walk round the village with Highways/Amey and Clerk to arrange.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Lease for Riverside Land:
	Action

	
	Land agent had advised that insurance rent refers to the tenant paying the insurance premium but as there is no other reference to insurance in the lease the reference had been removed.  The clause had been replaced with one requiring Council to hold public liability insurance.  Clerk had confirmed to agent that Council has £10 million public liability insurance.  Other terms remained as in the previous lease.  Awaiting revised lease.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Relocation of War Memorial:
	Action

	
	Clerk had submitted a pre-application form to the Heritage Lottery Fund to determine whether the First World War: Then & Now Fund would fund a new memorial.  Clerk noted that the War Memorial Trust would not fund relocation of memorials and advises that they should only be relocated as a last resort.  
Council to reconsider when advice received from the Heritage Lottery Fund
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Allotment Hedge Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received 2 quotations of £90 + VAT and £150 + VAT to trim the hedge behind the fence.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that quotation for £90 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk
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	16.
	Play Inspection Report:
	

	
	Report had identified exposed edging and gaps on the wetpour under the swings, cracks in one of the horizontal log balance beams, which needed replacing, protruding slabs round seat which needed earthing up and steel rods in the fence which needed straightening.  Chains on the swings and log balance had been replaced, the overgrown dog grids re-laid and missing fixings replaced.  The total cost of all the repairs would be £1,000
Proposed by Cllr. Phillips, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk


	17.
	Youth Club Leader:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon reported that the Youth Club leader had resigned.  The post had been advertised locally but there were no applicants so it had been advertised in Bedford.  Seven applications had been received and interviews were being held 09.11.13.  Mrs. Sudnik had volunteered to take over as leader until the beginning of January when the new leader would start.  Youth Club members would be charged £1 p.w. from 08.11.13. to help offset the cost of running the Club.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	RAF Chinook Operations:
	Action

	
	As a result of calls and letters concerning low flying, RAF Odiham had offered to speak to residents about Chinook helicopter operations.  Council agreed that Annual Meeting on 01.04.14. would be the most suitable meeting and Chair to advise RAF Odiham.
	JW

	
	
	

	19.
	Station Road Bus shelter:
	Action

	
	Residents had again requested a panel at the front of the shelter.  Manufacturers had suggested a solid panel at the front and an opening at the side but Council had previously decided not to pursue because of concerns that an enclosed shelter would encourage anti social behaviour.  Clerk had asked a local contractor about a small panel at the front of the shelter but Council agreed it would be better to use the shelter to replace the wooden one at Dewlands and install a new shelter with a different design in Station Road.  Clerk to include in 2014/15 budget and advise residents.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Grass Cutting Review:
	Action

	
	Residents were concerned about grass cutting, particularly the last two cuts.  Contractor was not sweeping up wet grass and had cut through the soil in the Ruffs Furze verge.  Clerk to pursue with the contractor as contract had another year to run.  
Mr. Knight had offered to maintain Linch Furlong and the orchard in 2014/15 at the same cost (£700) as in 2013/14.  
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that the offer be accepted given the excellent standard of work in 2013/14.

Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Information Publication Scheme and Health & Safety Policy
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated copies of the Publication Scheme and Health & Safety policies which were unchanged.

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that policies be adopted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that all Bedford hospital services would now be reviewed, not just paediatric services and a full public consultation would be held in 2014.  Information about paediatric services would be sent to parish clerks for notice boards and websites.  There was no firm date for completion of the link road.  The rail crossing was the major issue and Network Rail had begun work on site. 
	

	
	
	

	23.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st October 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01584/TPO – removal of 2 limbs from oak to balance crown at Oak House

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 26.09.13.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st October 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01947/S73A – change of use from dwelling to office for 2 years – retrospective application at The Gables, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.11.13.    
	4.


	
	Application No.
	13/02090/FUL – revised design for dwelling house, garage with room above and vehicle access  at 69, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of the impact on neighbours in Ruffs Furze..


	24.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Electoral Commission - consultation on standing for election as town & parish councillors 
	

	
	Council had no comments
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Healthwatch Bedford – event 03.12.13. re. Bedford Borough Public Health Strategy 2013/15
	

	
	Noted
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Civic Carol Service 08.12.13.
	

	
	Chair & Cllr. Olney to attend
	

	
	
	

	25.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Police Partnership Bobby Van Scheme
	

	
	Police Partnership had requested renewal of annual membership (£250) or a donation.    Awaiting copy of accounts and therefore deferred to December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	26.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 5th November 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.13.
	£57,286.91

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.13.
	£28,597.77

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.10.13.
	£40,863.67

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 31.10.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Chalker
	Allotment rent
	£14.00
	

	Leaper
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Durrant
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Walker
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Blackwell
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Hobbs
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Lincroft School
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Gavin
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Nicholas
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Weston
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Elsby/Osmond
	Allotment rent
	£28.72
	

	Percival
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Willsher
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Elliott
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Seager
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Russell
	Allotment rent
	£27.72
	

	Marshall P
	Allotment rent
	£26.36
	

	Sellars
	Allotment rent
	£14.36
	

	Mather
	Allotment rent
	£13.00
	

	NatWest
	Interest
	£88.21
	

	NatWest
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£475.62
	

	NatWest
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£487.12
	

	
	Total
	£1,441.95
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	S.137 donation
	£3,570.00
	936
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport 
	Emptying bottle bank 09.10.13.
	£112.80
	937

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting October
	£550.00
	938

	
	H M Parrott
	Play area inspection
	£48.00
	939

	
	Baily
	Winter bedding plants
	£42.00
	940

	
	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£29.00
	941

	
	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Poppy Wreath
	£17.00
	942

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire  05.11.13.  3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	943

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses October 
	£731.84
	944

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning & litter collection October
	£282.30
	945

	
	BRCC
	Membership renewal
	£35.00
	946

	
	Anmat Services
	Allotment shed locks
	£60.00
	947

	
	
	Total
	£5,495.94
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	


	
	b) Half yearly budget review
	

	
	Review indicated that income and expenditure were generally in line with expectations.  Tree works and bus shelters had cost more than expected because of emergency tree works at Riverside and the cost of the new bus shelter which was installed in March 2013 but not billed until 2013/14.  Monies allocated for speed reduction measures had yet to be spent.  Income was higher than anticipated due to the s.106 payment for the boule pitch and Lincroft tennis courts.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Precept 2014/15
	

	
	Councillors to consider new items for inclusion in 2014/15 budget and advise Clerk for discussion at December meeting.  
	ALL

	
	
	

	27.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd December 2013
	


