OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.10.13.                          




         
           1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st October 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon,  Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, D Jones, P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders,  R Saunders, M. Taylor, P White, the Clerk, and  0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Mr. Taylor noted that a resident had offered a piece of ground off the High Street for a new War Memorial and grants were available as part of the 2014 commemoration of the start of the 1st World War.  Council to discuss at November meeting.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  None

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. White for item 18a) as member of Village Hall Committee, Cllr. Jones for item 18b) as a member of the OSSC, Cllr. Fardon for item 18c) as a member of the Youth Club.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd September 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Anglian Water had confirmed that they were dealing with leaks in Church Lane, High Street and Reynes Drive.  Clerk had requested residents in High Street and Church Lane to trim overhanging hedges.
	

	
	Newsletter – Cheaper quotation for printing had been obtained from White Hart Press and Council was content for editor to change printers  
	

	
	Neighbourhood Development Plan – Bedford BC had lost the second application and Clerk had resubmitted.  Consultation had been issued and would close on 11.11.13.
	

	
	The Green – Clerk had met contractor on site 04.09.13. to discuss trimming back grass from footways.  Work began on 16.09.13. then contractor advised that he had misquoted for the work and could not continue.  Council to reconsider in the Spring.
	

	
	A6 Link Road – Clerk had written to Mayor, Chief Executive and Network Rail, pressing for the link road to be completed as a matter of urgency
	

	
	Apple Crusher – had been purchased and Council thanked Cllr. Olney for her Ward Fund donation
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  3rd September 2013:
	Action

	
	None
	


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 8 reported crimes in August and September, 3 thefts, 2 criminal damage, 1 burglary, 1 attempted burglary and 1 nuisance call.  PCSO Sharratt had reported that anti-social behaviour issues in Oakley over the summer had been dealt with and operations would be in place to tackle Halloween and fireworks night.  Residents or councillors should contact him with any concerns and anything suspicious on 101 as PCSOs would be out on patrol. 
Resident was concerned about ongoing criminal damage to her car parked in the High Street, which police were pursuing and had requested Council view on converting part of garden into off road parking.  Council did not want to see the hedge removed and Chair to advise resident.
	JW


	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney was pursuing Barratts to complete the outstanding work and Clerk to chase too.  Setts had dislodged in various places along the road and Clerk to ask Barratts to repair.
	PO/
Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Lighting expert had advised that he was happy to put lights in the crossroads tree but was unlikely to be able to do so before 09.12.13.   The technical specification had been forwarded to Bedford BC and awaiting their approval.  Clerk to continue to chase.  The electrical connection had been installed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Speed reduction measures in Oakley:
	Action

	
	Awaiting costings from Siemens which should be available for November meeting.  Cllr. Sansom noted that there had recently been a serious accident at the crossroads and that school buses turning across both carriageways from Pavenham Road into Highfield Road were exacerbating the traffic problems.   Cllr. Olney to pursue the bus issue with Bedford BC.
	PO
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	11.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Willow Vale access
	

	
	Clerk had written to Bedford BC advising that option 1 to supply and lay recycled material on the track 
was Council’s preferred option and asking Bedford BC to fully fund it on the grounds of safety and that it would be more cost effective in the long term.   One of the residents had advised that they were not prepared to contribute towards the cost or future maintenance of the track.   Cllr. Olney noted that one of the businesses would also not contribute to future maintenance and that she was pursuing Bedford BC to fully fund the repairs.  
	PO


	
	
	

	
	b) Station Road hedge
	Action

	 
	Clerk had received 2 quotations for £135.00 + VAT  and £118 + VAT to trim the sides of the hedge 
from the bus stop to the Lower School  and two for £600 + VAT to cut back the sides and top of the hedge.  The trees would need to be reduced separately and Clerk had asked tree surgeons for advice.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation for £118.00 to trim the sides be accepted and the top be trimmed once tree surgeons had carried out any works necessary to the trees 
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) High Street congestion and parking
	Action

	
	Residents were concerned about motorists driving over gardens whilst trying to pass vehicles parked outside Hazel Kaye, about cars blocking the pavement in the High Street and inconsiderate parking around the Reynes Drive junction.  Clerk had forwarded concerns to police who had spoken to drivers blocking the footway.  Clerk had also forwarded photographs of vehicles blocking the footway in Grenidge Way to the police and would ask PCSO to pursue lorry parking on Station Road footway. 
Hazel Kaye had provided parking but could not prevent vehicles parking on the road as there were no restrictions.  Clerk to ask PCSO to pursue illegal and inconsiderate parking on and around the junction and to ask Bedford BC to consider parking restrictions at the junction. 
Councillors noted that a water main was leaking in the High Street where vehicles were parking on the verge.  Anglian Water was dealing and Clerk to forward photographs of the vehicles to Anglian Water.  Chair to ask residents not to park on verges in the next Newsletter and Clerk to put notice on the website.  Bushes were overhanging the footway in Grenidge Way, at the Bedford Arms and in Westfield Road and Clerk to ask residents to cut back.

Street lights in Church Lane were on during the day, possibly because of residents’ trees overhanging them and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to pursue.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
JW/Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Allotment Group organisation:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon advised that Clapham allotment Group comprised 7 or 8 volunteers who met around 8 times each year and who organised community events such as the summer Open Day.  Funds raised at the Open Day were used to provide prizes for Best Kept Allotments at the Clapham Show in September.  The Trading Hut, selling seeds, compost etc. was run by a separate organisation, the Clapham Society of Gardeners.  Council agreed that the Oakley Group should meet at least once a year and could raise funds for community events.  Clerk to advise the Group.  Council would continue to fund maintenance of the site.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Website photography:
	Action

	
	Website manager had suggested Council contribute half the cost (£100) for professional sports photographs to improve the website and be used in the Newsletter.  Oakley Sports & Social Club would pay the other half.  The alternatives would be to have no photographs or purchase generic photographs.
Councillors were concerned about sharing the cost with a particular organisation and agreed that the Website Group should meet with the website manager to discuss further.  Clerk to arrange a meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Lease for Riverside Land:
	Action

	
	Draft lease had been received from Oakley Properties and Clerk noted that terms largely remained unaltered.  Rent remained at £100 p.a. but was due to be paid in 4 instalments which seemed unnecessary given the small sum and insurance rent had been added.  Council must pay landlord’s costs up to £650 and the cost of registering the lease with Land Registry, which will require a solicitor.  Council address was also incorrect.  Given that the terms remained largely unchanged, Council agreed to use a solicitor for the registration process only.  Clerk to seek clarification of the insurance rent.
	Clerk
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	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that, following the article in the Newsletter, residents had written to the Borough Council pressing for the link road to be completed as a matter of urgency.  Negotiations with Railtrack on the rail bridge were ongoing.  The GP Commissioning Group wanted some paediatric services removed from Bedford hospital but Bedford BC was adamant that the hospital should remain open.  £37 million needed to be saved from the Bedford BC budget and management of leisure services had been put out to tender.  The Fairhill gypsy & traveller site had been refused planning permission and the odour issues at Meadow Lane had been resolved.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd September 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	 13/01477/TPO – fell 1 ash at Village Hall

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 11.09.13.  on the grounds that removal of the tree would detract from the street scene and that the proposed works are unnecessary.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd September 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/01733/TPO – fell yew tree & prune yew, 4 oaks & 6 elms at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	b) Bedford BC – Gypsy & Traveller Operational Policy consultation 
	Action

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Planning Workshops
	

	
	Council had no suggestions for particular topics for discussion.
	


	17.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Station Road 
Station Road from Flax Close to Lovell Road to be closed 28.10.13. to 01.11.13. between 8.00am and 6.00pm for drainage works – noted
Lovell Road overnight closures had been rescheduled for 20.10.13. - 25.10.13 and 27.10.13. – 01.11.13.  from 10.15pm – 6.00am.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – Parish & Town Network Conference 04.11.13.
	

	
	Chair, Cllr. Olney & Cllr. Sansom to attend
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Church Lane/Ruffs Furze junction 



            Resurfacing scheduled for January/February 2014.  Noted
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Village Hall
	

	
	Requested £200 to fell tree at front of Village Hall and to crown lift the two trees at the rear of the Hall.  The crown lifting has already been carried out to assist the Carnival and Council grant policy excludes retrospective applications.  Bedford BC had refused permission to fell the ash tree at the front and grant application had therefore been withdrawn
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) AFC Oakley
	

	
	Requested £2,000 for adult & youth football dugouts.  The total cost was £4,985 and the balance would be provided from Oakley Sports & Social Club.  AFC Oakley had a balance of £778.53 at 13.09.13.
Club had advised that it had 200 members who were Oakley residents but councillors were concerned that these were not all members of the football teams and that dug outs were not required in the leagues in which the teams played.  Clerk to request confirmation of numbers and the need for dugouts and ask whether grants had been sought from the FA or other local funders.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Oakley Youth Club
	

	
	Requested £3,750 for rent, salary, fees, expenses & insurance.  The total cost was £3,750 and 25 of 32 members are Oakley residents.  Youth Club had a balance of £440.65 at 31.07.13. 

Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £3,750 be donated but, given the cost per member, the Youth Club be invited to attend a Council meeting to discuss future funding.
Resolved
Council thanked the leader and volunteers for their hard work to keep the Youth Club running.


	Clerk
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	19.
	Finance Matters:
	

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 1st October 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.13.
	£63,272.07

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.13.
	£28,203.87

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.09.13.
	£40,775.46

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.09.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Bedford BC
	Precept
	£25,048.00
	

	Bedford BC
	Ward Cllr. payment for apple crusher
	£162.50
	

	
	Total Receipts
	£25,210.50
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport 
	Emptying bottle bank 019.09.13.
	£56.40
	926

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting September
	£550.00
	927

	
	Mrs. Paice
	Apple Crusher
	£195.00
	928

	
	Friends of the Old School
	Hire of room September - November
	£141.50
	929

	
	P. E. Knight
	Linch Furlong/orchard management 2013
	£700
	930

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£640.54
	931

	
	Village Hall
	Committee Room Hire 01.10.13.  3hrs @ £6/ph
	£18.00
	932

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses September
	£672.02
	933

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning September
	£30.80
	934

	
	J Walker 
	Litter collection September
	£193.64
	935

	
	
	Total payments this meeting
	£3,197.90
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	


	20.
	Date of next Council meeting: 5th November 2013
	


