OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.07.13.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon,  Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, D Jones, P Phillips, G Sansom,  R Saunders, M. Taylor, the Clerk, and  2 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Members of the Oakley Saturday Football Club (OSFC) advised that the club was disbanding and joining Oakley Rangers.  Youth teams and the Saturday adult team were coming together as AFC Oakley for greater financial security and strength in numbers and OSFC had decided to amalgamate with Oakley Rangers so that youth football from ages 6 – 18 was brought into one organisation.  Both the adult team and Oakley Rangers would retain their current playing names.  Under their constitution, any assets remaining to OSFC after the satisfaction of any proper debts and liabilities had to be entrusted to the Parish Council to be used for the benefit of the young people of the area of benefit.  OSFC therefore requested Council approval to transfer any remaining assets to Oakley Rangers.  Discussed under item 18.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J Saunders,  (personal) P White (business)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	None


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th June 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported setts missing from Lovell Road verge opposite the Old School and the junction of Farrows Close/Pavenham Road, potholes at 28 High Street, 13, Copthorne Close, 39 Dewlands and in Pavenham Road.  Bedford BC had confirmed that they prioritise clearing snow from footways to major shopping areas, hospitals, care homes and schools.
	

	
	Street Lights – Clerk had confirmed to Bedford BC that lights were still going off at 1.00am and they had advised that there appears to be a fault within the cells which will have to be resolved by the supplier.  
	

	
	Riverside lease – Clerk had chased the draft lease from Oakley Properties again. 
	

	
	Boule Pitch – pitch was finished and boules were expected to cost £431.07 + VAT
	

	
	Allotment maintenance – awaiting details of fencing and levelling required from Allotment Group
	

	
	Lincroft Parking – Clerk had circulated letter to residents requesting that they park considerately.  Resident had commented that Lincroft School was responsible rather than residents.  Cllr. Olney noted that the traffic condition on the planning application for the new classrooms at Lincroft would include parking both at Lincroft and the Lower School.
	

	
	Newsletter – Mr. Bill Chalker had kindly volunteered to take over as editor following Mr. Barry Holmes retirement.  Clerk to write and thank Mr. Holmes. 
	

	
	Riverside Meadow – concerns had been raised about dog mess in the meadow.  Clerk had requested notices form Bedford BC.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  4th June 2013:
	Action

	
	Chair noted that the new Newsletter editor would be involving Sharnbrook School media studies students in producing the magazine.  Cllr. Olney to write an article thanking Mr. Barry Holmes for the Autumn edition.
	PO


	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 reported crimes in June.  1criminal damage to a vehicle, 1 harassment and 1 victimless crime. 
Clerk had asked a local Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator if she would like to attend a Council meeting to discuss Neighbourhood Watch and she had suggested inviting Mr. Chalker who is the Area Co-ordinator.  Clerk to invite to September meeting.
Rural Independent Advisory Group Meeting to be held 08.07.13. to form a group that can be contacted and liaised with when significant incidents take place that may affect local communities.  Cllrs. Olney and Taylor to attend.
Clerk noted that 12 new PCSOs were being trained in September and although they would be posted to Bedford and Luton it was hoped that they would help to relieve the pressure on rural PCSOs.
	Clerk

Clerk
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	8.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that information had been received from Barratts to enable remedial works quotations to be obtained and they would continue to chase.  Cllr. Olney was pursuing.
	PO

	
	
	

	9.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received a quotation for £1,359.31 + VAT for the electrical connection at the crossroads and had chased Bedford BC for an alternative quotation.  Bedford BC to make a site visit 03.07.13.  Chair to contact lighting expert once connection installed.
	Clerk
JW

	
	
	

	10.
	Speed reduction measures in Oakley:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had advised that Siemens had recommended 2 cameras on Station Road and 1 each on Lovell Road and the High Street.  The streetlights in Station Road would need to be upgraded and the cost of the cameras would be approximately £70,000 plus the cost of the SIM cards and data contracts which would be covered by the Borough.  Clerk had requested clarification on whether the £70,000 would all be payable by the Parish Council.   Bedford BC was awaiting information from Siemens on an alternative scheme to include Church Lane and Highfield Road, which would cost around £250,000.  Bedford BC had offered to meet with a small group of councillors to discuss further before the next Council meeting.  Councillors Baily, Olney, Phillips & Sansom volunteered and Clerk to arrange a meeting.  Cllr. Baily suggested that further speed surveys should be carried out before Council committed large sums of money to the project.
	RB/PO/PP/GS
Clerk


	
	
	

	11.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan for Oakley:
	Action

	
	Chair signed the formal application to the Borough, which would be issued for consultation shortly.  Cllr. Olney to arrange a meeting of the Working Group to progress once the consultation completed.
	Clerk
PO

	
	
	

	12.
	Wetpour Repair:
	Action

	
	One contractor had quoted £1,350 + VAT to cut back to 250mm and fill the shrunken area around the swings and £3,000 + VAT for areas around the multiplay, roundabout, log climb, slide, springy cup and seesaw.  The price would be identical for either a coloured or black band.   A second had quoted £2,777 + VAT to cut back to 100mm round all the equipment in black, with colour costing an extra £170 + VAT.  Third had quoted £2,875 + VAT to cut back to200mm in black.
Clerk noted that the repair would also be subject to shrinking and suggested moving the edging and filling gap with soil might be more cost effective in the long term.  Community Service offenders could be asked to carry out the work.   Council agreed Clerk to pursue this option.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Willow Vale Access
	

	
	Bedford BC solicitor had advised that specific maintenance provisions were not included in the deeds for adjoining owners, although general law requires them to maintain the access to a standard that they can use, not the landowner.  Solicitor had therefore suggested a negotiated agreement 

Cllr. Olney noted that Highways would repair the verge and fill the worst of the potholes with planings and a meeting would be arranged between Council, residents and Bedford BC as soon as costings were available.  Councillors commented that Council should not be expected to contribute to an improved surface on the track.
Clerk had been contacted by UK Power Networks who would be applying for a closure order for part of the track in September to carry out essential works.  They would advise Council of the exact date nearer the time.
	RB/PO/

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Trimming grass from footways
	Action

	 
	Grass cutting contractor had quoted £3.00 p.m. to trim and remove trimmings.   Clerk had received two other quotations of £2.99 p.m. and £0.45 p.m.
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that quotation for £0.45 be accepted to trim round the Green 
Resolved
Other areas in the village to be considered at a later date

	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Litter Picker Post:
	Action

	
	Insurance company had confirmed that Employers’ and Public Liability and Personal Accident Insurance sections provide cover for activities undertaken anywhere in the UK so the litter picker was covered to work over the bridges in Bromham.   Council agreed this area to be included in the contract.  Clerk had received three applications for the litter picker post.  Cllrs. Olney, J. Saunders & Taylor volunteered to interview all three candidates.  Clerk to arrange a date.
	Clerk
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	15.
	Annual Play Inspection Report:

	Action

	
	Report had identified shrunken wetpour which was being dealt with; potential for end of gate handle to cause eye injury, which should be removed or covered with a spherical ball; worn chains on swings, which should be replaced; too large chain openings on log balance, which should be replaced; missing fixings on basketball back board and log balance post; overgrown dog grids; graffiti on the slide, multiplay and table tennis table; compacted grass mats around the supernova, which should be re-laid and rusting on the seat near the supernova.  Signs were also required at each entrance point and an advisory sign on the MUGA.  Minor damage to seesaw and deteriorating timber on springy fish to be monitored.  Cracks in log balance and log climber were already being monitored.  Clerk to forward report to contractor for quotation for repair and ask advice on whether additional signs were a legal requirement. 
	Clerk


	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Inspector had made his final report on the Allocations & Designations Plan, which would be considered by Full Council on 17.07.13.  There were no amendments to the Oakley Settlement Policy Area.  A £4.5 million grant had been received from Government for the link road to be spent by the end of 2014.  Railtrack would need to raise both Bromham Road bridge and the one behind Station Road to electrify the line.  The cost of a school meal would rise by5p in September.  The Higgins was now open and would be running a holiday activity programme.
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th June 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/00534/FUL – two storey rear extension at 12 Parsonage Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection.  Neighbour had objected .

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.06.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/00845/FUL – 2 storey & single storey rear extensions, canopy to front balcony, dormer to rear & detached garage to front at Kenmore, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided extension is not overbearing on neighbours

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 13.06.13. as proposal would be closer to boundary than recommended minimum standard closing the visually important space at the side of the dwelling at first floor level, resulting in a cramped, out of character extension and setting a precedent for similar proposals in the area.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/00901 – 2 storey rear extension at 92, Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.06.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/00900 – single storey side & first floor rear extension at
94, Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.06.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	 13/00862 – first floor side extension at 49, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.06.13.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th June 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/00926/OUT – erection of 3 bedroom dwelling & garage in rear garden at 84, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the application represents back garden development which would set a precedent in the area and the second property would overdevelop the site and be intrusive on the existing dwelling.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	13/01125/FUL – single storey front/ side extension at 1, Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection.  Neighbour had objected on the grounds of overdevelopment and loss of light.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 13/0110/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 45, Reynes Drive


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided adjoining owner at no 47 is content


	
	d) Bedford BC - Draft Revised Local List of Validation Requirements for Minerals & Waste Applications
	Action

	
	Council had no comments
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	e) Bedford BC - Draft Open Space Supplementary Planning Document 
	Action

	
	Council had no comments
	


	18
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	Following the presentation in the Open Forum, Cllr. Jones noted that the new FA Community Standard required clubs to provide football for ages 6 – adult including girls and ladies and the new AFC Oakley would be better able to do so.   Members of the adult team would also be encouraged to help coach the youth teams.

Council was content for the assets of Oakley Saturday Football Club to be transferred to Oakley Rangers.  Cllr. Olney advised the teams to seek funding from Team Beds & Luton.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon noted that Rev. Owen was leaving and Clerk to write and thank her for her work in the village.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Diamonds Netball Team had requested £250 - £500 for running costs.  Club has 18 members of which 13 (72%) are Oakley residents.  Accounts showed a balance of £361.06 at end of June 2013.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that £500.00 be donated

Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Oakley Scouts had requested £125 towards the cost of materials for their Carnival float,  39 (53%) of 74 youth & adult members are Oakley residents.   2011/12 approved accounts showed a balance of £8337.85, although this had reduced to around £6,000 at the end of 2012/13.
Given the level of reserves and that the request was just for the Carnival, Council agreed not to make a donation.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 2nd July 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.13.
	£38,528.68

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.13.
	£28,203.87

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.06.13.
	£40,775.46

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.06.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	


	Bedford BC
	Bottle Bank Glass
	£547.94
	

	HSBC
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£429.59
	

	HMRC
	VAT refund
	£3,087.61
	

	HSBC
	Interest
	£88.69
	

	
	Total Receipts
	£4,153.83
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport 
	Emptying bottle bank 05.06.13. 
	£56.40
	894

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting June
	£550.00
	895

	
	D. Eves
	Installation of boule pitch
	£5,200.00
	896

	
	W. Saunders & Son
	Mowing Riverside meadow
	£168.00
	897

	
	Old School
	Hire of room June - August
	£141.50
	898

	
	Oakley Properties
	Riverside meadow  & Cricket Field rent
	£600.00
	899

	
	Kallkwik
	Printing Summer Newsletter
	£335.00
	900

	
	Oakley Village Hall 
	Committee Room hire 04.06.13.   3hrs @ £6/ph 
	£18.00
	901

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£640.34
	902

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses June
	£672.02
	903

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning June
	£30.80
	904

	
	J Walker 
	Litter collection June
	£193.64
	905

	
	
	Total payments this meeting
	£8,605.70
	     

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk
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	Council was content for Clerk to pay August invoices as there was no meeting in August.
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd September 2013
	


