OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.06.13.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th June 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT,:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. S Fardon,  Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, D Jones, P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders, R Saunders, P White the Clerk, and  0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Taylor (personal)

	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 

	
	Cllr. White for item 16d) as a relative of the petition organiser.  Cllr. Baily for item 19a) as a neighbour.


	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th May 2013:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had yet to receive a response from Bedford BC on who is responsible for the drain under Westfield Road.    
	

	
	Street Lights – Clerk had chased Bedford BC about erratic timing on street lights.  Lights were still going off at 1.00am and Clerk to chase again.
	

	
	Riverside lease – Clerk had yet to receive the draft lease from Oakley Properties. 
	

	
	Litter Picker – Clerk had advertised for new litter picker and had one application to date.  Awaiting insurance company advice on working outside parish boundaries.
	

	
	Allotment maintenance – Clerk had requested details of fencing and levelling required from Allotment Group
	

	
	Lincroft Parking – Clerk had forwarded Bedford BC comments to resident, who noted that cars on the verge are eroding it away and bollards situated on the bends would solve the problem.  He was also concerned about an accident involving students walking to school.  Clerk to circulate letter to residents requesting that they park considerately.
	


	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  7th May 2013:
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	a) Allotment Holders AGM 14.04.13.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the allotments were flourishing.  They hoped to have a stall at the Carnival and Cllr. Olney to pursue with the Carnival Committee whether they would have to pay a stall fee.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	b) Town & Parish Council Network Meeting 28.05.13.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that there were presentations from the Police & Crime Commissioner and Highways.  PCC noted that a new Chief Constable would be appointed shortly.  Parishes were concerned about the lack of visible policing but the police were constrained by lack of funding.  Average speed cameras and potholes were discussed with Highways and all suggested capital schemes had been included in a 3 year programme.   
	


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were no reported crimes in May.  Councillors noted that a farm gate had been stolen.  Clerk to ask a local Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator if she would like to attend a Council meeting to discuss Neighbourhood Watch.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	9.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Links to schools, Pre-School and Carnival website plus Council calendar and old photos had been added to the site.   Website manager had requested dates of any other village events to include in the calendar and would add the latest Newsletter once issued.  Cllr. Jones suggested more village information be added and volunteered to pursue with local clubs.  Volunteer who was interested in editing the Newsletter no longer wished to do so.  Council considered the Newsletter was still valued in the village and posters to be put on notice boards and the website asking again for volunteers.
	DJ
DJ


	10.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC was awaiting a response from Barratts.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to chase and if no progress soon Council would take photographs and send to senior Barratts managers.
	Clerk
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	11.
	Christmas Tree:
	Action

	
	W. I. had advised that they had consulted the Association of Christmas Tree Growers and had decided that a donation towards new chairs for the Village Hall would be more beneficial for the village than a tree.  They had requested Council’s views.  Amey had quoted £3,267.35 + VAT to supply and fit feeder pillars/trench and cables at Grange green and the High Street crossroads.  Clerk had obtained quotations for 3-4m Norway Spruces of £395 + VAT but Council would need to collect and £554 + £96 delivery + VAT.  Given the cost of the electrical connection, Council agreed not to purchase a new tree but put lights on the existing tree at the crossroads.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC for a cheaper quotation for the electrical connection given that Council was not permitted to use another contractor.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Speed reduction measures in Oakley:
	Action

	
	Clerk had formally requested Bedford BC to assess Church Lane, Lovell Road and Pavenham Road plus Highfield Road from the roundabout to the cross roads for speed reduction measures.  Siemens engineers had visited the sites 04.06.13. and costings for the sites should be available for the July meeting.  Cllr. Olney noted that Pavenham had requested a meeting with the Mayor to discuss speed cameras and she suggested Oakley join the meeting.  Dates had yet to be arranged.
	PO


	
	
	

	13.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan for Oakley:
	Action

	
	Clerk had registered Council’s interest with Bedford BC and been advised that Council should formally adopt the following resolution and apply to the Borough to designate Oakley as an NDP area using the form of words circulated.
(a) To prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan

(b) Pursuant to sections 61F (1) and (2) Town & Country Planning Act 1990 and regulation 5 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations2012 to apply to Bedford Borough Council for the designation of this parish as a Neighbourhood Area.

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that resolution be adopted and formal application made to the Borough
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Wetpour Repair:
	Action

	
	One contractor had quoted £1,350 + VAT to cut back to 250mm and fill the shrunken area around the swings and £3,000 + VAT for areas around the multiplay, roundabout, log climb, slide, springy cup and seesaw.  The price would be identical for either a coloured or black band.   Another had orally quoted £3,100 for a black wavy band or £3,300 for a coloured wavy band around all equipment.  Clerk to obtain a further quotation for consideration at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Litter Bins:   
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested details of sites proposed for new or larger litter bins.  Largest single bin had a 110 litre liner, a double bin had 2 x 180 litre liners.  Councillors considered new bins were unnecessary if existing bins were emptied regularly and Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Willow Vale Access
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that there was a problem with the Railtrack access which was being resolved.  Highways would then provide costings for repairs.  Cllrs. Baily, Olney & Clerk to meet to discuss and Clerk to attend next meeting with Bedford BC.
	RB/PO/

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Trimming grass from footways
	Action

	
	Grass cutting contractor had quoted £3.00 p.m. to trim and remove trimmings.   Clerk to seek additional quotations. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Street lighting in Pavenham Road
	Action

	
	To be considered in conjunction with speeding measures at July meeting.
	


	
	d) Clearing snow from footways
	Action

	
	Insurance company had confirmed that cover would be provided as long as Bedford BC grants permission for Council to grit/salt footways.  Awaiting permission from Bedford BC.  Three quotations had been received.  One for £45.00 per hour + VAT for 2 operatives to carry out the work between 0.8.00am to 17.00 hours Monday - Friday, excluding weekends and Bank/National Holidays.  In addition, grit/salt would cost £8.30 + VAT per 25kg and a spreader would have to be purchased at a cost of £290.00 + VAT which would remain the property of the Parish Council.   Second quotation was for £20 p.h. per man for snow clearing plus cost of grit/salt.    
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	Third was for £35 p.h. to blow snow from footways and then salt with no extra charge for weekends and holidays.  Salt would cost an additional £5.50 per 25kg bag.  Contractor was concerned about blowing snow onto either the road or private property and could use a blade to push the snow to the side instead.  Councillors were concerned that the whole village would have to be cleared and the cost would be excessive.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that Council take no action because of the cost of clearing the  whole village
Resolved by a majority of 9 in favour and 1 (Cllr. White) against
Clerk to ascertain Bedford BC policy on clearing footways in the town.
	


	17.
	Tree Works on the Green:
	

	
	Resident had requested works to 3 trees on the Green opposite no. 84 as branches were overhanging the footway and other trees and their height was blocking light coming into properties.  Tree surgeon had advised that the tree opposite no. 84 was crown lifted last year and as it is only 7m tall it cannot be crown lifted again.  The whole tree could be reduced by 30% at a cost of £60 + VAT but it will re-grow thickly and then not allow any light through the canopy.   Similarly the tree opposite no. 80 could
	

	
	also be reduced by 30% for £60 + VAT.  
Given tree surgeon’s advice, Council agreed no further works to the trees at present.  Clerk to pass tree surgeon’s advice to resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk to report setts missing from Lovell Road verge opposite the Old School and the junction of Farrows Close/Pavenham Road, potholes at 28 High Street, 13, Copthorne Close, 39 Dewlands and Pavenham Road.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the bus station, car park and toilets were to be upgraded.  The Higgins gallery was re-opening on 21.06.13. with a dawn to dusk event.  The site now included a new cafe and would be running holiday workshops for young people.   The compulsory purchase order for the link road had been withdrawn but the Mayor was confident that the work would not be delayed.  Bedford BC was negotiating with the Highways Agency for a fifth arm off the roundabout to enable access to the privately owned land.  Railway line improvements would necessitate inspections of the fourteen bridges between Bedford and the border with Northamptonshire and Bromham Road bridge would need to be raised.  Discussions were being held with Railtrack during June and villages were pressing to ensure that the link road was completed first to prevent rat running.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 7th May 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	13/00485/FUL – single storey front extension, first floor rear extension & loft conversion at 51, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.05.13.

	
	
	

	
	
	Clerk noted that application 13/00598/DC3 for a gypsy & traveller site on Fairhill land behind Sainsbury had been refused 03.06.13.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th May 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/00845/FUL – 2 storey & single storey rear extensions, canopy to front balcony, dormer to rear & detached garage to front at Kenmore, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided extension is not overbearing on neighbours

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 13/00862 – first floor side extension at 49, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 13/00900 – single storey side & first floor rear extension at
94, Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No ob jection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 13/00901 – 2 storey rear extension at 92, Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	e) 13/00988/FUL – construction of 30 bay modular unit to provide 10 classrooms & associated facilities at Lincroft School

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection.  

Cllr. Olney noted that Lower School Governors were concerned about additional traffic and the play area near the boundary between the schools.

	
	Application No.
	f) 13/00999/S73 – removal of condition allowing continued use of existing driveway at 69 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of road safety. The exit from the property is on a bend and two vehicles exiting together onto the bend would be more dangerous than one. One driveway is also consistent with many of the other properties in Church Lane which share an entrance/exit.


	
	g) Additional consultation on draft Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document
Council had no comments
	Action



	20.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) BRCC – 60th Anniversary Service 24.06.13.

	

	
	Chair & Cllr. Olney to attend
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Borough Assembly Conference 09.07.13.     
	Action

	
	Chair & Cllr. Olney to attend
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Diamonds Netball Team had requested £250 - £500 for running costs.  Awaiting receipt of their accounts and deferred to July meeting 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 4th June 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.13.
	£42,066.80
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.13.
	£25,113.72
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.05.13.
	£40,689.31
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 31.05.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	
	


	ORA
	Directory
	£50.00
	

	HSBC
	Fixed Rate Bond interest
	£475.62
	

	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution
	£1,171.33
	

	
	Total Receipts
	£1,696.95
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Broker Network Ltd
	Insurance renewal
	£1,631.97
	881

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport 
	Emptying bottle bank 15.05.13. 
	£56.40
	882

	
	Warners of Bedford 
	Grass cutting May
	£550.00
	883

	
	BATPC
	Affiliation fees 2013/14
	£488.00
	884

	
	Apex Tree Specialists
	Tree works Grange Green & Brockwell
	£936.00
	885

	
	H M Parrott
	Playground repairs
	£258.00
	886

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£9.56
	887

	
	St John's Hospice
	Donation of Internal Audit fee
	£50.00
	888

	
	R Baily
	Summer bedding plants for village sites
	£72.36
	889

	
	Oakley Village Hall 
	Committee Room hire 04.06.13.   3hrs @ £6/ph 
	£18.00
	890

	
	Clerk - Mrs Paice
	Salary and expenses May
	£671.82
	891

	
	M Hobbs 
	Bus shelter cleaning May
	£30.80
	892

	
	J Walker 
	Litter collection May
	£242.05
	893

	
	
	Total payments this meeting
	£5,014.96
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	     Clerk
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	b) 2012/13 audit:


         


           
       
	

	
	Internal auditor had no recommendations.  Council approved and Chairman signed section 2 of audit return.
	Action

	
	
	

	
	f) S.106 monies for sport & leisure facilities
	Action

	
	£12,744.20 was available for sport and leisure facilities.  Clerk noted that £385 had been spent on the wetpour repairs and £5,200 plus £500 for the boules had been allocated for the boule pitch.  
Oakley Recreational Association  had requested  that monies  be spent on  two mobile dug outs  for the 
	

	
	football teams.   Two quotations for £3,828.19 and £4,350 had been obtained.  Lincroft School had requested a contribution towards the £100,000+ cost of converting some of the tennis courts to hard court, with netball markings for dual use and had confirmed that courts would be made available to residents during the appropriate seasons.
Councillors were satisfied that there was sufficient demand for the additional courts.  Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Baily that £6,659.20 be donated to Lincroft School for tennis/netball courts on the basis that they are available for residents to use all year round 
Resolved
Clerk to request reduced rates for residents
Cllr. Baily noted that the boule pitch was nearing completion.
	Clerk

Clerk


	23.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd July 2013
	


