OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 05.03.13.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th March 2013 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney (part), P Phillips, G Sansom,  J Saunders, M. Taylor, the Clerk and  0 members of the public
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	 

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (business), R Baily (personal), D Jones (business), R Saunders (personal), P White (business)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
None

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th December 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes 


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Clerk had written to residents requesting that overhanging hedges be cut back.  Clerk had requested clarification on who is responsible for the drain under Westfield Road.  Head of Highways had confirmed that he will attend May meeting to discuss speed reduction measures.

	
	Riverside lease – Clerk had chased draft lease from Oakley Properties again

	
	Station Road Bus Shelter – old shelter had been removed.  New shelter to be installed 13.03.13.

	
	Tree Works – order issued for works to The Grange, Brockwell and Ruffs Furze greens and Dewlands/Church Lane junction and to cut back bushes along Brockwell path

	
	Directory – Clerk had thanked Old Road Securities for sponsoring the printing costs

	
	Orchard – replacement pear tree planted by Cllr. Sansom

	
	Willow Vale hedge – order to cut back issued

	
	Litter Pick 20.04.13. – schools and W. I. advised of date

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 22nd January 2013:
Cllr. J. Saunders noted that Bedford BC was responsible for the drain under the road in Westfield Road and volunteered to meet a representative from the Borough on site if required.  He noted that the gullies along the road were also blocked and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to clear.
	Action

Clerk


	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Network Meeting 31.01.13.
	

	
	Chair reported that Bedford BC had given presentations on Anti-Social Behaviour and current planning issues.  Parishes had been assured that the Meadow Lane Gypsy and Traveller site was still going ahead.  Next meeting 28.05.13.
	


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There was one reported crime in January and two in February.  Of these, one was a burglary, one a theft in a dwelling and one having a blade or point in a public place.  Police & Crime Commissioner would be holding a meeting to discuss building safer communities at Harrold on 13.03.13.  Cllrs. Olney and Taylor to attend.
	PO/MT

	
	
	

	9.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Meeting on 07.02.13. had agreed that the new site would be launched on 01.04.13.  Recording of Mr. Knight’s history of Oakley, various news items, new organisations, agendas and minutes and new pages for Browns Wood, Lovell Homes and the Community Orchard had been added to the site.  Twitter, Facebook and calendar systems had yet to be organised.  Text was needed for About Oakley, Methodist Church and the Green pages and a request for old photos had been included in the next newsletter.  Chair to provide text for the Green, Cllr. Olney for the About Oakley section and Cllr. Taylor to obtain a history of Methodist Church.  Website designer had quoted £1,500 for setting up the site then £1,200 p.a. to run it. 
	JW/PO/
MT


	10.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the site had yet to be signed off by Bedford BC.  A site visit was being arranged by the Borough to agree the works required before responsibility for maintenance was handed over to the Parish Council.  Cllrs. Olney & Sansom to attend.
	PO/GS
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	11.
	Christmas Tree:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had visited The Grange site and the corner opposite the War Memorial on 24.01.13. and agreed to permanent electrical connections to the street light in Reynes Drive and the electrical box on the corner.  The connections had to be made by Amey or Bedford BC Direct Works and Clerk had requested quotations.        
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Code of Conduct:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC Standards Committee had reviewed the Code of Conduct against those adopted by the Local Government Association, DCLG and other councils.   As a result, paragraph 2(1) “you must treat others with respect” had been deleted and incorporated into an expanded paragraph 2(1)(b) whereby councillors must not “behave towards others in a way which is violent, threatening, malicious or bullying” and paragraph 4 “you must not conduct yourself  in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as bringing your office or the council into disrepute” had been deleted as the new Standards Regime does not enable councils to extend Codes of Conduct to deal with aspects of members personal lives.
Proposed by Cllr. Phillips, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that amendments be adopted into Parish Code
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Bedford BC Overview & Scrutiny Committee:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested policy items for the Scrutiny Committees to consider.  Council had no items to put forward.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Willow Vale Access
	

	
	Bedford BC had arranged a meeting between the Borough, Parish Council, businesses and residents to discuss maintenance of the access and it was agreed that it should remain as a track.  It was also agreed that Bedford BC would confirm the boundary of Highways land, the location of utility services and whether Network Rail had access rights and would ascertain the cost of temporary and permanent repairs.  All those using the track would provide details of the number and type of vehicles and the frequency of use.  Cllr. Olney volunteered to pursue.
Clerk had requested quotations for resurfacing the section from the hedge to the first gate and had received one for £3317 + VAT for Eco-Grid gravel.  Cllr. J. Saunders to forward details of another contractor and Council to consider further at May meeting.
	PO

JS

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Trimming grass from footways
	

	
	Clerk had asked Bedford BC if Council would be permitted to trim grass from the footways on an agency basis, as Highways no longer did so.  The Borough had advised that grass cutting was already carried out by parish on agency basis.  The grass cutting contract does not include edging footways and Clerk to ask contractor for the cost per metre.   Cllr. Olney noted that the path from the Church to the bridges had been edged.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Street lighting in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Clerk had written to the Mayor requesting that street lights in Pavenham Road, which had recently been turned on, be turned off again.  The Mayor had advised that the lights were part of the planning approval for the new developments and that lighting was required to facilitate the 30mph limit.  He had asked whether this affected Council’s request for the lights to be permanently removed.   Cllr. Sansom noted that legally lamp columns had to be a minimum of 186m apart and lighting would still comply with the regulations if the two new columns were removed.  Clerk to advise that residents and Council still wanted lights turned off.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Capital Schemes for 2013/14 Highways Programme
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking suggestions for capital road schemes to be considered for 2013/14 programme.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that resurfacing of Reynes Drive, Dewlands from Church Lane to no. 11, Ruffs Furze/Church Lane junction and High Street from crossroads to number 13 be put forward plus Lovell Road if funds were available

Resolved
Cllr. Sansom noted that Bedford BC had been allocated monies for cycle paths and projects for 2014/15 had yet to be decided.  Council agreed that Clerk to ascertain how many students walked or cycled from Clapham to Lincroft and press for monies to be used for a cycle path along Lovell Road.
	Clerk

Clerk
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	e) Clearing snow from footways
	

	
	One hundred and eleven residents had signed a petition asking Council to provide a full snow clearing and gritting service on footways.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC if Council would be permitted to do so and asked the insurance company about cover and liability.  Council to discuss again at May meeting. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that street lights were not turning on until 6.30a.m. because of faulty cells.  The problem would be resolved when clocks were changed.  
	


	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Borough Council part of the Council Tax bill would not rise in 2013/14 but the Fire Service and Police Service part would.  The Inspector had reported on the Allocations & Designations Plan and had recommended no changes to the Oakley Settlement Policy Area despite representations for land opposite the Bedford Arms and in the High Street to be included.  Further consultation on the Plan would begin in April.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 22nd January 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	12/02211/FUL – replacement tennis courts + MUGA with hard surfacing & perimeter fencing at Playing Fields, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but lighting should not be permitted without additional planning consent

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.01.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	12/02225/FUL – roof extension with dormers.  Single storey rear extension & associated landscaping at The Old Orchard, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection as Bedford BC had confirmed that applicant would not be permitted to extend the existing property and build an additional property under consent for application 09/01480/FUL

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 17.01.13.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	12/02405/TPO – re-pollard 2 poplars at 55A High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 23.01.13.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 22nd January 2013
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 13/00124/FUL – 1 & 2 storey side and single storey rear extensions at 12, High Street


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 13/00214/FUL – new roof lights & replacement doors to outbuilding at 30 – 34, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Circulating


	
	c) Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that Bedford BC was beginning work on a new local plan and an NDP would allow Oakley more input on future development in the village.  Bedford BC had little structure in place to support NDPs at present but the Chief Executive would forward information on the process to Council.  The NDP would have to be led by Council but residents would be invited to participate.  Bedford BC would fund the cost of the referendum but there might be other costs to the parish.  Council to discuss further at May meeting.
	Clerk


	17.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford Harriers – closure of Station Road 24.03.13. for Oakley 20 Race

	

	
	Formal closure for the road race on 24.03.13. would extend from 9.00a.m. to 2.00p.m but Harriers expected the road to be closed until 10.00a.m. only.  Clerk had reminded them about considerate parking and removing litter.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Biogen – spreading of bio-fertiliser
	

	
	Biogen had advised that spring spreading of bio-fertiliser would begin shortly and that a database was being set up of residents who wished to be contacted about spreading operations.  Residents who wished to be included should email Biogen at info@biogen.co.uk
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	c) Bedford BC –
Dogwatch Scheme
	

	
	Bedford BC was seeking dog walking volunteers to gather information about fouling, vandalism, litter etc.  Details on notice boards, website and in Newsletter.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Grant Applications: none
	Action

	
	
	

	19.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 5th March 2013
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 28.02.13.
	£30,186.70
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 28.02.13.
	£23,004.00
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 28.02.13.
	£40,608.01
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 28.02.13. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	NLW - Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Taylors - refund of postage
	£15.00
	

	Follett - Newsletter 
	£30.00
	

	Camy - allotment rent
	£16.93
	

	Bedford BC - glass recycling
	£438.35
	

	Interest - Fixed Rate Bond
	£322.19
	

	Ashley Builders - Directory
	£12.50
	

	Saunders - Directory
	£12.50
	

	Youth Club - Directory
	£25.00
	

	PMG Carpentry - Directory
	£25.00
	

	Scottish Dance Group - Directory
	£12.50
	

	Motorcycle Club - Directory
	£12.50
	

	Post Office - Directory
	£20.00
	

	Denrear - Directory
	£12.50
	

	Carpet Bowls
	£6.00
	

	Millennium Security
	£50.00
	

	Oakley Angels
	£25.00
	

	Bociek
	£20.00
	

	VC Property Maintenance
	£25.00
	

	Blunham Angling Club
	£12.50
	

	John Kaye Optometrist - Directory
	£25.00
	

	Old Road Securities
	£805.00
	

	Barton Petroleum
	£50.00
	

	Sparrow
	£25.00
	

	Gardening Club
	£12.50
	

	Total Receipts
	£2,060.97
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 31.01.13. & 21.02.13.
	
	£112.80
	845

	
	Warners of Bedford - grass cutting February
	
	£539.00
	846

	
	Copykatz - printing Directory
	
	£805.00
	847

	
	HFR Banks & Son - supplying and planting daffodils
	
	£600.00
	848

	
	Anglian Water - allotment water
	
	£20.56
	849

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 05.03.13.   3hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£18.00
	850

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.01.13. – 28.02.13. 
	
	£1,309.96
	851

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning January & February
	
	£49.60
	852

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ 43.26 p/w (6 weeks)
	
	£259.56
	853

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£3,714.48
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	     Clerk
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	b) New Project for Directory advertising revenue
	Action

	
	Council resolved to request suggestions from residents in the Autumn Newsletter.
	JW

	
	
	

	
	c) S.106 monies for sport & leisure facilities
	Action

	
	£12, 709.44 was available for sport and leisure facilities.  Clerk noted that £385 had been spent on the wetpour repairs and £5,200 plus the cost of the boules had been allocated for the boule pitch.  Oakley Recreational Association had requested that monies be spent on two mobile dug outs for the football teams.   Two quotations for £3828.19 and £4,350 had been obtained.  Funding for the Lincroft School MUGA was also suggested and Clerk to discuss with School.  Cllr. Olney suggested funding for the renovation of the outbuilding at the Old School and would investigate the cost.
	Clerk

PO


	20.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd April – Annual Parish Meeting 2013
	














Chairman
