OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.12.12.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th December 2012 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, D Jones, G Sansom,  M. Taylor, P White, the Clerk and  0  members of the public
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (business) P Phillips (personal), J Saunders (business), R Saunders (business)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr. Olney for item 17 as a trustee of the Day Care Centre

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th November 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes with the amendment of “replace the” for “purchase new” in item 12.


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Request to cut back overhanging bushes/hedges included in the latest Newsletter.  Hole in Lovell Road had been repaired.   Bedford BC to crown lift tree at 6, Dewlands.  Electricity board had repaired street light at 11 Reynes Drive.  Bedford BC was awaiting replacement photocells for lights that turn off at midnight and Grenidge Way/Lincroft passageway light to be changed at same time as these.  Pavenham Road dog bin had been re-fixed

	
	Speeding – Sharnbrook School had reminded students to drive within speed limits.  Clerk had requested 30mph sign be moved to Stafford Bridge and had asked for a meeting with Community Safety Officer.  Community Safety Officer had advised that there is one person in Oakley trained to use the SID and willing to go out at any time, and one person willing to go out at weekends but not yet trained.  Community Safety Officer had asked Council to advertise in the Newsletter again as 3 trained people are needed to operate the device.  The next training session will be in the New Year and the untrained volunteer will be offered a place.  If 8 people want training on a Saturday, the police are usually happy to come and deliver it on site.  Clerk to advise Community Safety that 3 residents had volunteered and request that they all be trained in the New Year.

	
	Cricket Field – Clerk yet to receive an invoice for any outstanding rent from Oakley Properties.  Memorandum of Understanding had been signed by the ORA.

	
	Playground Inspection – insurers had recommended Digley to carry out an annual inspection.  Cost for full inspection would be £50 + VAT to comprise compilation of an asset register, identification of equipment manufacturers, where possible, assessment of equipment life expectancy, assessment of condition of the equipment and site, identification of all findings complete with recommended remedial action, risk assessment of each finding, identification of European Standard compliance and age suitability of each item, an assessment of DDA compliance, an assessment of play value, a site risk assessment and an assessment of stock valuation

	
	Riverside lease – Clerk had requested draft lease from Oakley Properties

	
	Daffodil Planting – Contractor had planted bulbs and commented that land at The Grange was full of  rubble

	
	Allotments – water had been turned off

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 6th November 2012:
Cllr. Olney noted that the fence at 45 High Street had now been replaced with a hedge to comply with planning consent.
	Action




	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 4 reported crimes in November, 1 theft from a vehicle, 1 interference with a vehicle and 2 criminal damage to dwellings.  Police to hold a Bobby Van surgery in Oakley and had requested advice on the best venue.  Clerk to suggest a W.I. meeting or Lovell Homes.
	Clerk


	8.
	New Boule Pitch:
	Action

	
	Awaiting detailed quotations and a site plan.  Cllr. Jones to chase. 
	DJ


	9.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Clerk’s contact details had been added to site.  Chair to write copy for individual pages.  Rights of Way Team had asked if ROW information would be included on map if used on website.  Council had no objection.
	JW


	10.
	Standing Orders:
	Action

	
	Under the new Code of Conduct Council is responsible for handling dispensation requests (previously Bedford BC).  Clerk tabled draft amendment to Standing Orders so that dispensations would be decided by Full Council.  Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Jones that amendment be accepted
Resolved
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	Councillors would require dispensations to discuss and vote on the precept as there was no general dispensation in the Localism Act.  Clerk therefore tabled dispensation application forms to be considered at January Council.
	ALL

	
	
	

	11.
	The Furlong:
	Action

	
	The S106 agreement indicates that Bedford BC needs to certify that the maintenance works have been satisfactorily completed, therefore Cllrs. Olney & Sansom had asked to attend inspection meeting as fences needed replacing and benches fixing.  Clerk to chase Bedford BC for meeting date.  Play equipment also needed to be inspected before Council take on responsibility for it and Clerk to arrange.
	PO/GS
Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received 1 quotation to cut back trees on The Grange, Brockwell and Ruffs Furze greens for £700 + VAT.  Contractor had also quoted £100 to cut back bushes along Brockwell path 
Awaiting further quotations.
Bedford BC had advised that the trees adjacent to the Dewlands/Church Lane bus shelter were Council responsibility and Clerk had requested quotations to trim.
The Beurre Bedford tree in the orchard had died and Clerk to order replacement from the East of England Apples and Orchards Project.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	Bollard in Burleigh Place
	

	
	Clerk had chased Bedford BC to review the position of the bollard in Burleigh Place as motorists were driving around it onto the Green.  Cllr. Olney to chase again
	PO

	
	The path from the car park to the church was too narrow to carry a coffin and the bank by the side gate had dropped away.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC make a site visit to consider works to resolve.
Householder in Grenidge Way was parking over the pavement and Clerk to advise Bedford BC.

Road was breaking up opposite 11, Dewlands, pathway between Grenidge Way and Dewlands had flooded during recent heavy rain and residents had requested dropped kerbs between nos. 9 and 11 Dewlands and between Dewlands and the Village Hall.  Clerk to report to Bedford BC.

During recent flooding some motorists had been seen ignoring closure signs and removing barriers on the bridges.  Clerk to thank Bedford BC for closing the road and request that signs are removed promptly once water has receded to discourage motorists from ignoring them.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk


	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Judges Spinney and Browns Wood information boards had been installed and would be officially unveiled on 27.01.13.  The boards had been very well received and Cllr. Olney had thanked the Borough Council.  Clerk to thank Mr. Fowler, Mr. Leaper and Mr. Nicholas who had provided text and pictures for the boards.  The Oakley sites in the Allocations & Designations Plan would be discussed on 05 & 06.12.12. and Cllr. Olney to attend.  A copy of the BRCC Housing Needs Survey indicating that there was no need for new developments in the village had been forwarded to the Borough Council.  Petition for faster Broadband was still available on the Borough Council website.  No dates for implementation of longer opening hours for Post Offices were yet available.  No details of proposed changes to hospital services had been published but a petition to support the maintenance of services at Bedford Hospital was available on the Borough website and in the Post Office.  The Higgins Museum would re-open in April 2013.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th November 2012
	

	
	Application No.
	12/02100/FUL – replacement conservatory to rear at 36, Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection in principle but neighbour concerned about loss of sunlight.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.11.12.


	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th November 2012
	

	
	a) Application No:
	12/01789/TPO  – crown lift 3 oaks to 6ft at 45 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	b) Application No:
	12/02171/TPO –crown reduce 1 copper beech by 20% at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	c) Application No:
	12/02249/TPO – various tree works at Fox Covert, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 
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	d) Application No:
	12/02211/FUL – replacement tennis courts + MUGA with hard surfacing & perimeter fencing at Playing Fields, Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but lighting should not be permitted without additional planning consent


	
	38, High Street - Bedford BC had advised that the fence falls under permitted development rights.  As there is still adequate amenity land within the boundary of the new dwelling to comply with the Council’s planning standards and there is no current application from the owner to use the separated land for an alternative purpose, no action could be taken to require the fence to be removed.  Bedford BC also confirmed that the lack of landscaping to the side boundary with Hazel Kaye was not significant to the extent that would warrant formal action.  Planning had particularly requested that landscaping in the form of a hedge should be put in at the front of the new dwelling to match other properties along this part of the High Street and was satisfied with what had been done in that regard.  
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Bedford BC – consultation on extension of permitted development rights
Proposals included extension of permitted development rights for single storey rear extensions from 4m to 8m for detached dwellings and 3m to 6m for any other type of dwelling, including conservatories.  Development would not be able to cover more than 50% of the curtilage of the house, single storey extensions must not exceed 4m in height and any extensions which had an eaves height greater than 3m must not be within 2m of the boundary.  Existing protections e.g. “right to light” would continue to apply.  Clerk to forward concerns raised by Council with Mr. Burt MP. 
	Action
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	f) Bedford BC – Gypsy & Traveller Policy 
Concerns had been raised about the lack of a Gypsy & Traveller Plan for Bedford Borough.  Borough Council had advised that as they can demonstrate an up to date 5 year supply of deliverable sites (Kempston Hardwick & Meadow Lane), under DCLG guidance they do not need to produce a Gypsy & Traveller plan.  No needs assessment or provision exists for post 2021 and the Borough would be addressing this as part of next Local Plan process due to begin in 2013.
	


	
	g) BATPC – Neighbourhood Planning Workshop 21.02.13.
	

	
	As parishes had to be in a position to send 3-4 delegates to the session and provide a short written application to attend the session detailing the reasons why they were choosing to pursue a Neighbourhood Plan, including an outline of their plan area scaled to A2 and evidence that their group had made formal moves towards delivering a Neighbourhood Plan, Council agreed not to apply.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Correspondence:
	Action

	
	a) Linch Furlong & Judges Spinney Volunteer Day 27.01.13.
Information boards at Judges Spinney and Browns Wood to be officially unveiled.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Wootton Academy Trust – proposal to open Sixth Form Free School
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC - consultation on a draft policy for Sexual Entertainment Venues
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Bedford BC – invitation to Chair to Civic Carol Service 16.12.12.  Chair to attend
	JW


	
	e) W. I.  – had confirmed that they wished the new tree to be planted on Grange green.  Clerk to obtain quotations for planting.  New lights had been supplied by the manufacturer free of charge for the tree at the church.  Tree had been erected and lighting ceremony 08.12.12. had been widely advertised.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Grant Applications: 
	Action

	
	Oakley Rural Day Care Centre
	

	
	Cllr. Olney had declared an interest and took no part in the discussion or vote.  Day Care Centre had requested a grant at Council’s discretion to support clients and their carers in the rural area, to maintain clients’ independence and help to provide a better quality of life

Total annual running costs were £108,606, of which £29,081 was needed from grants & donations.   

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Sansom, that £500.00 be granted  
Resolved – section 137 grant
	Clerk
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	18.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 6th November 2012
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.12.
	£38,615.22
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.12.
	£22,650.15
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.11.12.
	£40,520.35
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.11.12. (Developer contributions for future maintenance)
	£140,000.00
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Willsher - allotment rent
	£16.93
	

	Cox - allotment rent
	£32.86
	

	Whately - allotment rent
	£13.00
	

	Leaper - allotment rent
	£16.93
	

	Day - allotment rent
	£32.86
	

	Marshall C - allotment rent
	£32.86
	

	UK Power Networks - wayleave
	£51.33
	

	Total Receipts
	£196.77
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Gardening Club – s.137 donation
	
	£200.00
	817

	
	Pilgrims Oakley Cricket Club – s. 137 donation
	
	£300.00
	818

	
	DCM Surfaces – wetpour repairs
	
	£462.00
	819

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 14.11.12. 
	
	£56.40
	820

	
	Warners of Bedford - grass cutting November
	
	£539.00
	821

	
	Kallkwik - printing autumn & winter Newsletters
	
	£760.00
	822

	
	SLCC - membership renewal
	
	£145.00
	823

	
	Bishop - installing dog bin
	
	£50.00
	824

	
	Anglian Water - allotment water
	
	£14.99
	825

	
	Clapham PC - photocopying Christmas Tree fliers
	
	£6.65
	826

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 04.12.12.  3hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£18.00
	827

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.11.12. – 30.11.12. 
	
	£683.42
	828

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning November
	
	£24.80
	829

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ 43.26 p/w (4 weeks)
	
	£173.04
	830

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£3,433.30
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk


	
	b) Grass Cutting 2013/14:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received 1 quotation for verges for £5,500 + VAT excluding The Furlong which would cost an additional £390.50 for 11 cuts.  Cost for Linch Furlong would be £440 + VAT and for the orchard £170 + VAT.  Additional quotations in progress.  Mr. Knight had advised that he would be content to maintain Linch Furlong and the orchard for £700.  Discussion deferred to Finance Meeting when further quotations would be available.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Precept 2013/14:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated draft budget for consideration at Finance Meeting.  Willow Vale track needed cutting back and Clerk to obtain quotations to include in budget.  

Due to changes in the way that Council Tax is calculated, parish precepts would be divided amongst a smaller number of Band D properties for the purpose of calculating Council Tax bills, therefore even if

the precept remained unchanged the precept element of the Council Tax bill would increase.  Billing authorities can consider providing financial assistance to parish councils to maintain their funding levels without excessive increases in the precept component of Council Tax bills and Bedford BC would be consulting on this shortly.  Because of these changes Bedford BC had advised that precepts were not set until after Bedford BC Executive agreed the Tax Base at its meeting on 09.01.13.  Council therefore agreed to change date of January Council meeting to 22.01.13.
	ALL


	
	
	

	19.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd January 2012 Finance Advisory Group



       22nd January Full Council
	














Chairman
