OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 02.10.12.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2012 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, P Phillips, J Saunders, R Saunders,  M. Taylor, the Clerk, Sgt. Geary, PCSO Sharratt and  0 members of the public
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	None

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon, (personal), D Jones (business), G Sansom (personal), P White (business)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
None

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th September 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to clean defaced signs at Station Road roundabout, repair pothole at 22, Dewlands and resurface crumbling road, cut back hedges at the corner of Highfield Road/slip road and obscuring 30mph signs in Pavenham Road and remove green waste dumped in the Station Road hedge.  Cllr. Olney noted that the Highfield Road hedge was on Bedfordia land and Clerk to ask them to cut back this and the hedge along the permissive path.  Clerk had also requested trees on Dewlands/Ruffs Furze triangle be crown lifted and light in Grenidge Way alleyway be repaired.  Bedford BC had advised that trees in Ruffs Furze were safe and did not need cutting back.

	
	Linch Furlong – Clerk had notified Bedford BC of Council’s concerns at the weed killing along the bank to create fishing sites and had advised residents that Council could not give permission for parking on Borough land..

	
	Lovell Road cycle path – Bedford BC had advised that Sustrans monies had been allocated for a cycle path at Bedford station.  Clerk had requested future monies be used on a Lovell Road cycle path.

	
	Riverside land – Oakley Properties had agreed in principle to re-let the land to Council subject to agreement on terms

	
	Cricket Field – Clerk had requested an invoice for any outstanding rent from Oakley Properties

	
	Allotments – rent letters had been sent out

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 4th September 2012:
None
	Action




	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Sgt. Geary & PCSO Sharratt attended for this item.  Sgt. Geary noted that reported crime in the Borough had decreased by 17.7% compared to 2011 although the theft of metal and catalytic converters was increasing.  Reported crime in Oakley had decreased by 13.6% but because the number of crimes was small the actual figures were similar to the previous year.  There were 4 reported crimes in September, 1 breach of non molestation order, 1 dishonestly making false representation to make gain for self/another, 1 assault occasioning actual bodily harm and 1 theft of pedal cycles.  There were 3 anti-social behaviour incidents during the summer holidays, which was similar to the number in 2010 and 2011.  Most ASB incidents involved youths on mopeds most of whom were from Bromham and Clapham.  Extra patrols would be in place over Halloween and shops would be advised not to sell eggs or flour to youths.  The new 101 number made reporting crimes easier and the fall in crime was not a result of residents not reporting incidents.  Sgt Geary advised that there would be further cuts in police officer numbers.  It was hoped that vacant posts would be lost rather than officers being made redundant but the number of PCSOs would reduce.  Council agreed to write to Mr. Burt MP, copied to the Chief Constable, supporting the current policing system.   Chairman thanked Sgt. Geary and PCSO Sharratt for attending.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	New Boule Pitch:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Baily had prepared a specification, which Clerk would send to the ORA and ask again for detailed quotations and a site plan.  Cllr. Olney had met residents on site and reassured them that they would still be able to cut their hedges.  She would meet them again once the plan was received from the ORA.
	PO

	
	
	

	9.
	Memorandum of Understanding for Cricket Field:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated revised memorandum and forwarded a copy to the ORA for their consideration.
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	10.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Jones had volunteered to join the sub-committee and a meeting had been arranged with Bays Media for Wednesday, 10th October to progress the new website.  
	DJ/PO/
MT/JW

	 
	
	

	11.
	Daffodil Planting:
	

	
	Pride in Bedford had offered Oakley 500 daffodil bulbs and a community planting event had been arranged for Wednesday, 31st October 10.00am – midday.  Council agreed that Grange Close would be the best location
Clerk had obtained quotations for £500 + VAT for planting 12 daffodil patches, each 5 square metres. 

One contractor would plant 840 bulbs (70 per patch), one 2,400 (200 per patch ) 
Proposed by Cllr. Taylor, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that quotation for 2,400 bulbs be accepted.
Resolved

Cllr. Baily volunteered to meet contractor on site to show him the planting sites
	Action
RB

	
	
	

	12.
	New Christmas Tree and Oak Tree:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Baily tabled photographs of a 4m tall Christmas tree he had identified at a cost of £450 + VAT including delivery.  These had been copied to the W. I. who were content with the tree and would like it planted opposite the War Memorial.  Clerk to seek permission from Bedford BC Highways to plant a tree in the verge and connect lights to the streetlight.  Cllr. R. Saunders volunteered to unload the tree on delivery.  Additional lights would need to be purchased for the new tree and Cllr. Baily volunteered to investigate cost.
Resident had donated an oak tree to the village and as it was still small, proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders that it be planted in the Riverside meadow or at Linch Furlong.  Council agreed that Riverside would be the most suitable location.  Cllr. R. Saunders volunteered to plant the tree and Clerk to ask resident to deliver to College Farm. 
	Clerk

RS
RB

Clerk/RS

	
	
	

	13.
	Bedford BC Green Space Strategy:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney commented that the Strategy was very urban centred.  She tabled comments questioning how it is decided that green space is redundant; supporting the point that planning policies should protect and enhance public rights of way and access; suggesting pre-teen facilities and outdoor space in the villages should be recognised; Borough management plans should include Judges Spinney and Browns Wood and details for Oakley should include the allotments and community orchard, the play area on the green, the Lincroft Sports Hall, the Sports Field, meadows by the river, Linch Furlong, School Sports Fields and Browns Wood.  Lincroft was also applying for funds for a MUGA.  Council agreed to these comments.  Cllr. Olney to forward a map to Clerk to accompany comments.     
	Clerk
PO

	
	
	

	14.
	Events on Council Land:
	Action

	
	Following the unauthorised use of fireworks on Brockwell meadow, Clerk had circulated a draft, formal application for residents wanting to hold events on Council land.  Form advised that fireworks are not permitted on Council land and that Council insurance does not cover events not organised by Council.
Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. J. Saunders that application form be adopted

Resolved
	Clerk



	
	
	

	15.
	Remit of the Local Government Ombudsman:
	Action

	
	Thurleigh PC had requested Council support for a motion at the BATPC AGM to change the remit of the Local Government Ombudsman to allow Town and Parish Councils to complain about the decisions of Principal Councils.  Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders seconded by Cllr. Baily that the motion be supported
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	Dog bin in Pavenham Road
	

	
	Clerk was awaiting quotations to re-fix the bin.
	Clerk

	
	One of the struts on the sign at the Station Road crossroads had corroded and was dangerous.  Clerk to request Bedford BC to repair urgently.
	Clerk

	
	ORA had erected a new sign at the entrance to the cricket field and Clerk to check whether planning consent was needed.
	

	
	Cllr. Taylor suggested that Council consider new signs in the stone walls at the entrances to the village as the existing signs referred to the 2007 Village of the Year Competition.  Council to consider in 2013/14 budget.
	

	
	Trees in Church Lane near the junction with the High Street were overhanging the footway.  Cllr. Taylor to check whether they were on the verge and if so Clerk to ask Bedford BC to trim 
	MT/Clerk
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	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that she and the Chair had attended the Planning Enforcement Training workshop explaining the Borough policy.  She had also attended the Allocations & Designations Plan Pre-Hearing.  Developers were attempting to have various sites, including the Bedfordia field opposite Lincroft School, Parrotts yard, land opposite the Bedford Arms and garden land behind houses in the High Street included in the Plan.  Cllr. Olney would attend the Hearings but Bedford BC would represent parishes’ interests.  The Bedford BC budget consultation had been issued and the Borough had put forward 70 proposals to deliver £36 million of savings by 2016.  The bin collection day would be changing to Monday from 15.10.12.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th September 2012
	

	
	Application No:
	12/01429/TPO  – remove overhanging - mixed species at 2, The Spinney



	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.09.12.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th September 2012
	

	
	a) Application No:
	12/01696/FUL – 2 storey side extension with garage conversion & alterations at 19, Pavenham Road




	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 


	
	b) Allocations & Designations Plan Hearings 
	Action

	
	Discussed under item 17.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Minerals & Waste Core Strategy Pre-Hearing
	Action

	
	Noted
	


	19.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Resident – concerns about BBQs and fireworks on Brockwell green


	

	
	Resident had requested details of authorisations, risk assessments, restrictions imposed and insurance cover for events on Brockwell meadow under the Freedom of Information Act.  Resident had also contacted Bedford BC Environmental Health Department about events on the meadow.  Clerk had forwarded a copy of the draft September minutes and explained that there were no written risk assessments or list of restrictions and explained that the organisers were responsible for insuring events.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Resident – event on the Field 30.09.12.
	

	
	Resident was disturbed by the very loud, live music played outside on Sunday 30th September.  He had asked organisers to turn it down but they had refused.  Chair had also received complaints from as far away as Bevery Close.   Council agreed that Clerk to write to ORA requesting that loud music should not be played on a Sunday and should not be played outside and advise resident.
	Clerk


	20.
	Grant Applications: 
	Action

	
	Oakley Saturday Football Club
	

	
	Requested £602.00 for equipment and running costs.  Total cost was £602.00 and 60% of members were Oakley residents.
Proposed by Cllr. R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Phillips, that £500 be granted  
Resolved – section 137 grant
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 2nd October 2012
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.12.
	£44,118.09
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.12.
	£21,826.26
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.09.12.
	£40,420.59
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.09.12.
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Oakley IT - Newsletter
	£100.00
	

	Seagar - Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	SCP Electrical - Newsletter
	£30.00
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	Bedford BC - bottle bank glass
	£547.94
	

	Bedford BC - second precept payment
	£25,050.00
	

	Total Receipts
	£25,777.94
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Youth Club – s.137 donation
	
	£2,900.00
	796

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 12.09.12.
	
	£56.40
	797

	
	Warners of Bedford - grass cutting September
	
	£539.00
	798

	
	BDO - external audit fee
	
	£480.00
	799

	
	P. Knight - management of Linch Furlong 2012
	
	£700.00
	800

	
	HMRC - second quarter PAYE
	
	£669.88
	801

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 02.10.12.  3hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£18.00
	802

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.09.12. – 30.09.12. 
	
	£670.38
	803

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning September
	
	£24.80
	804

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ £48.41/wk (4 weeks)
	
	£193.64
	805

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£6,221.10
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk


	
	b) Bedford BC budget consultation:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had put forward 70 proposals to deliver £36 million of savings by 2016.  Councillors to consider for November meeting.
	ALL


	
	
	

	
	c) consultation on Council Tax changes
	

	
	Following the ending of the national Council Tax reduction scheme, Bedford BC would be setting up its own scheme. Provided the latest Government proposal that the calculation of the tax base for local precepting authorities should not be adjusted is agreed, there should be no problem for parish councils. 
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of next Council meeting: 6th November 2012 
	














           Chairman
