OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.09.12.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 4th September 2012 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, P Phillips, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders,  M. Taylor, P White the Clerk, Mr. Lavelle (Lincroft School head teacher)  and  1 representative from website company. 
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Mr. Lavelle noted that Lincroft would be holding a 50th anniversary celebration this year.  The school was full with all 210 of the September intake from the catchment area.  Sport England funding was being sought for a MUGA on the new field, which could be used by the community outside school hours.  Lincroft had been an academy since 2010, so that funding was received directly from Government rather than from the local authority, and although the level of per-pupil funding was the same as for non-academies, the school had more autonomy on how it used its budget.  In July 2012 Lincroft had been inspected by Ofsted for the 5th consecutive year and received its 4th consecutive “outstanding” rating.
Lincroft is part of the Sharnbrook Academy Federation (Sharnbrook, Lincroft, Harrold and Margaret Beaufort) and Mr. Lavelle is the executive head of the three middle schools.  The Federation has one governing body plus a local governing group for each school which has no decision making powers.  The Sharnbrook Academy has the consent of the School Commissioner to sponsor other schools.  Lincroft is National Support School, 1 of 400 in England, acknowledging its strengths in teaching and leadership and both Lincroft and Sharnbrook are National Teaching Schools, of which there are 250 in England, playing a leading role in raising standards through school to school support
In response to councillors’ concerns that a single governing body for the 4 schools reduced village involvement with Lincroft, Mr. Lavelle confirmed that 2 of the governors were Oakley residents and that the local governing body was elected by parents.

Mr. Lavelle was content for councillors to tour the school and discuss future plans and Clerk to arrange a meeting.  Chair thanked him for attending.  
Representative of website company explained that his company comprised himself and a colleague who worked for the Open University and set up local websites.  He suggested that the current website contained too many menus and that a logo and photographs of the village with histories would improve the site.  A Google calendar, Facebook and Twitter options could also be included.  He tabled a draft home page for Council to consider.  Additions to the site would usually be made within 24 hours of a request from Council.  He confirmed that the company would waive the setting up fee.   

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (personal) D Jones (business)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
None

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd July 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to re-fix bollard at junction of Station Road/Lovell Road and reconsider siting of bollard in Burleigh Place.  Vehicles were still able to access the Green but the agreed position for the bollard should not have left a gap.  Awaiting a response re. Burleigh Place.  Clerk had also asked Bedford BC to consider a 24 hour restriction on the zigzag lines along Station Road and had advised Lincroft School.  Bedford BC had responded that a 24 hour restriction is possible but that there was no money in the budget at present.

	
	Wetpour  - repairs to be made when contractor next in area.   

	
	Station Road layby – PCSO had advised that a vehicle had been ticketed for parking in the bus layby

	
	Brockwell meadow fireworks – resident had complained about fireworks at the Olympic celebration BBQ.  Clerk had advised that Council had not given permission for fireworks and would not do so in future.  Council had spoken to the organisers, who had apologised to the resident.  Councillors were content for BBQs to be held on the meadow.

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 3rd July 2012:
Cllr. J. Saunders to consider whether trees removed from the Green should be replanted
	Action

JS

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC Network Meeting 24.07.12.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that consultation methods and Neighbourhood Planning had been discussed.  Parishes were concerned about lack of gully cleaning, emptying of dog bins and the cost of printing emailed documents.
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	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Crime statistics were not available.  Clerk noted that Sgt. Geary & PCSO Sharratt had agreed to attend October meeting subject to operational demands
	

	
	
	

	9.
	New Boule Pitch:
	Action

	
	Cllrs. Baily & Olney met with ORA on site 04.09.12.  The ORA was adamant that the only possible site for a boule pitch was behind the houses in Church Lane.  Cllr. Baily volunteered to provide a specification for the ORA who would then provide then a plan of the site and detailed quotations.  As the pitch was unlikely to increase noise levels significantly at that end of the Field, proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that Council proceed with the boule pitch 

Resolved

Cllr. Olney volunteered to meet with residents once the plan was received.
	PO

	
	
	

	10.
	Register of Land Holdings:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated revised Register, which was approved by Council with the addition of Brockwell meadow.

Clerk had requested renewal of Riverside land lease from Oakley Properties land agent and awaiting a response.  Clerk to request rent invoice for cricket field from Oakley Properties to ensure that the lease remained in force.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Cricket Field Lease:
	Action

	
	Hilliers Solicitors had advised that the lease had now been registered with Land Registry but a query remained over the land on which the electricity sub-station was sited and therefore the registration might have to be amended at a later date. 

Clerk had ascertained that the Village Hall documents were removed from the Luton branch of Yorkshire Bank in 1998.  Council’s bankers, NatWest, had advised that they hold no documents relating to the Village Hall.
 Clerk had circulated a draft Memorandum of Understanding with the ORA.  Council agreed that “sports field” be added in brackets after “cricket field,” that Council should be provided with copies of the OSSC accounts (as well as the ORA accounts) and copies of the ORA’s AGM minutes and Council should be advised of any proposed alterations to the field or buildings.

Cllr. Sansom proposed that the ORA be required to pay half of the rent for the Field, seconded by Cllr. Baily

Defeated

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Council write to Bedford BC restating that Council does not support development on the alternative site included in the lease
Resolved
Cllrs. Sansom & Olney noted that they wished to disassociate themselves from praise given to Hilliers and Oakley Properties in local press reports about the Field.
	Clerk

Clerk


	12.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Clerk had approached Oakley IT, who were unable to advise on choosing a company.

Council was impressed with the presentation under item 1 and as the company knew Oakley and would be best able to meet Council’s needs, proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Baily that their quotation for free set up and £100 per month hosting and maintenance be accepted
Resolved
Sub-committee to plan the new site formed of Chair, Cllrs. Olney & Taylor, Clerk and possibly Cllr. Jones.  Clerk to advise company and arrange a further meeting. 
	Clerk

	 
	
	

	13.
	Parking at Linch Furlong:
Residents in Willow Vale considered that they had permission to park at Linch Furlong.  No formal agreement had been made but one resident had been given informal permission to park one car provided it did not cause difficulties for visitors to Linch Furlong.  A van and two cars were now regularly using all the parking spaces.  Cllr. Olney noted that Bedford BC, who owned the land, was content for disabled parking only.  Clerk to advise residents that Council was not in a position to give them permission to park on Borough land.
	Action
Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Turning Off Street Lights:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested formal confirmation that Council wished to go ahead with a trial to turn off lights between midnight and 5.30am.  Trial had been agreed at the Annual Parish Meeting and in the event that residents wanted the lights turned back on at its conclusion, Council would have to bear the cost of approximately £1,700  
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	Proposed by Cllr. J. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Baily that trial should begin

Resolved – Clerk to notify Bedford BC
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	New Village Plan:
	Action

	
	Oakley would need to produce a Neighbourhood Plan either for the village or as part of a wider area in the next few years and would need to reconsider all aspects of the current village plan as a first step.  Neighbourhood Plans were more detailed than Village Plans, had legal force so Bedford BC would have to take account of them and would take around 2 years to complete.  Neighbourhood Plans would also have to conform to Bedford BC and national plans.  The Borough Allocations & Designations Plan was being considered by the Inspector in November.  If the Inspector was content, development areas would be as set out in the A&D Plan until 2021.  Once the A&D Plan was in place, Neighbourhood Plans could be considered and Bedford BC would begin a new post 2021 plan.  The Sustainable Oakley Group would not be able to complete a Neighbourhood Plan alone, a wider group would be needed.  Council to reconsider in March 2013.    
Cllr. Sansom tabled copies of CPRE guidance on Neighbourhood Planning for information.   
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Attendance at North Bedfordshire Parishes Meetings:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom requested that copies of the minutes of all meetings be circulated to councillors.  As Cllr. Olney represented Pavenham & Stevington as well as Oakley he suggested that another Oakley councillor should attend to represent Oakley’s interests.  
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Amendment to Standing Orders:
	Action

	
	Standing Orders needed to be amended to take account of the new Code of Conduct.  Proposed by Cllr.
 R. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that Standing Orders be amended to take account of the Code of Conduct in force from 01.07.12.

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Allotment Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Allotment weeds needed cutting back.  Clerk had obtained 2 quotations.  One contractor had quoted £125 per day, grass cutting contractor had quoted £22 per plot to cut down plus an additional cost for weed killing.
Allotment rents were due in October and Clerk would remind tenants of their obligation to keep plots free of weeds.  Council to consider maintenance once tenants had confirmed tenants had confirmed whether they intended to give up unused plots.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	a) high fences in Dewlands
	

	
	Resident was concerned about a high fence being erected in Dewlands, which went against the open front garden policy in the village.  As the open front garden policy was stipulated in residents’ deeds, only the developer could enforce it and he had ceased trading.   Council had no powers to enforce and   Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) planting of wild flowers on Lincroft green area
	

	
	Resident had approached Cllr. Olney about planting wild flowers on the triangle of land in Lincroft.  Land is part of the highway verge and therefore Cllr. Olney to advise residents to approach Bedford BC.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	c) Lovell Road cycle path
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC had obtained Sustrans funding for cycle paths and proposed that Council press for some of it to be used for a cycle path along Lovell Road, seconded by Cllr. Taylor    
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Hedge in Station Road was overgrown and Clerk to obtain quotations to cut back.  Hedge at the corner of Highfield Road/slip road was overgrown, 30mph signs in Pavenham Road were obscured by the hedge and green waste had been dumped in the Station Road hedge.  Clerk to report to Bedford BC.  River bank adjacent to Linch Furlong had been weed killed to create fishing sites.  Council was concerned about the impact on the otter holt and on the visual aspect of the area and Clerk to write to Bedford BC Property Service.  Dog bin in Pavenham Road was leaning and Clerk to obtain quotations to re-fix.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
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	20.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC was consulting on the new local consumer watchdog called “Healthwatch Bedford” which covered 5 local hospital areas and would help shape for health and social care services.  The compulsory order for the last piece of land for the Western Bypass had been served.  £6 million had been allocated for upgrading the bus station – Stagecoach had not contributed.  Community Rangers were now dealing with environmental crime and could issue fixed penalty notices.  Nominations were being sought for Community Service Awards.  Residents had requested a dog bin in Station Road near the Lincroft Playing Field and Bedford BC was considering.  Ward Councillor funding was available to community organisations in the village for capital items.   Organisations should contact Cllr. Olney.  
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd July 2012
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00731/FUL – replacement 1.9m high garden wall at 37 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.06.12.

	
	
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00850/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extensions following removal of existing garage at 7 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that the space at the front of the property is used for parking and not the verge.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.07.12.

	
	
	

	
	Application No:
	12/01008/FUL – 2 storey side extension, single storey front & rear extensions with garage conversion & new pitched roof over at 19, Pavenham Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 24.07.12. on the grounds that the size of the extension would lead to infilling, which would set a precedent and that the design of the extension related poorly to the original building and would have a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the surrounding area 

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd July 2012
	

	
	a) Application No:
	12/01429/TPO  – remove overhanging - mixed species at 2, The Spinney



	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 


	
	b) Allocations & Designations Plan Pre-Hearing 18.09.12. and Hearing 20.11.12.

	Action

	
	Chair & Cllr. Olney to attend
	PO/JW

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC Planning Enforcement Training 20.09.12
	

	
	Chair to attend
	JW


	22.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) CPRE – invitation to Living Countryside Awards 12.10.12.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom to attend.
	GS

	
	
	

	
	b) Mr. Burt MP – meeting with parishes & Chief Constable 02.11.12.
	

	
	Chair & Cllr. Olney to attend.
	PO/JW

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – Healthwatch consultation
	

	
	Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Bedford BC – Greenspace Strategy consultation
	

	
	Councillors were considering.  Deferred to October meeting.
	Clerk


	23.
	Grant Applications: 
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Youth Club
	

	
	Requested £2,900.00 for running costs September 2012 – August 2013.  Total projected spend for 2012/13 financial year was £3,923.00 and balance to be funded from cash assets.  All members were Oakley residents.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom seconded by Cllr. Phillips, that £2,900 be granted
Resolved – section 137 grant
	Clerk
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	b) Oakley Angling Club 
	

	
	Group setting up an angling club had requested £200.00 to secure water use.  Club would be open to Oakley families.  Deferred until completed application form received.
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 4th September 2012
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.12.
	£24,137.70
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.12.
	£21,646.26
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.08.12.
	£40,420.59
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 31.08.12.
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Hazel Kaye - Newsletter
	£140.00
	

	Saunders T - Newsletter
	£30.00
	

	Sports Injury Clinic - Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	ORA - Newsletter
	£60.00
	

	Day - allotment rent
	£1.00
	

	Bedford BC - Ward Cllr. Fund payment for Jubilee Beacon
	£330.00
	

	HMRC – VAT refund
	£3,358.99
	

	Interest/Bonus
	£86.25
	

	Interest from Bond
	£724.93
	


	Total
	£4,781.17
	
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ £48.41/wk (5 weeks)
	
	£242.05
	782

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning July
	
	£24.80
	783

	
	Warners of Bedford – grass cutting July & August
	
	£1,078.00
	784

	
	Bedford BC - Highfield Road dog bin 
	
	£234.00
	785

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 11.07.12. & 01.08.12.
	
	£169.20
	786

	
	The Tree People – tree works on the Green
	
	£1,200.00
	787

	
	Metrosigns 2000 - disabled parking signs
	
	£26.40
	788

	
	W Saunders - Riverside grass cutting
	
	£162.00
	789

	
	Anglian Water - allotment water
	
	£36.07
	790

	
	Friends of Old School – rent of room September - November
	
	£141.50
	791

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 04.09.12.  3hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£18.00
	792

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.07.12. – 31.08.12. 
	
	£1,316.56
	793

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning August
	
	£24.80
	794

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ £48.41/wk (4 weeks)
	
	£193.64
	795

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£4,867.02
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk


	
	b) S.106 monies for sports facilities:
	Action

	
	£385 had been allocated for wetpour repairs.  £12,279.73 remained.  ORA had requested dug outs and had obtained 2 quotations for £3,828.19 and £4,350.00.  Council agreed to wait until boule pitch completed before considering further projects.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) consultation on reforming payment methods
	

	
	DCLG had issued a consultation proposing reforms to parish council payments by means of a Legislative Reform Order (LRO) to remove the 2 signature rule and enable electronic payments to be made.  Alternative financial controls would need to be put in place including a regular pooling or sweeping of councils’ accounts.  Clerk noted that the current requirement for all expenditure to be authorised by two members’ signatures remains until such time as LGA 1972 s 150 (5) is repealed.
Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that 2 signature rule should be repealed; no necessary protection would be removed; proposals satisfied the preconditions for a LRO and negative Parliamentary resolution procedure should apply (ie SI will automatically become law unless there is an objection from either House)
Resolved
	Clerk
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	d) conclusion of audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.
	

	
	
	

	25.
	Date of next Council meeting: 2nd October 2012 
	














           Chairman
