OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.06.12.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th June 2012 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, R Baily, D Jones (part), P Phillips, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders,  
M. Taylor, P White the Clerk and 3 members of the public 
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Residents in Church Lane were concerned about siting the boule pitches behind their properties.  Football pitch, tennis court, the motorcycle club and the Fair were all sited their end of the Field and they suggested the boule pitch was built nearer the Club house or on the Green.  Residents were also concerned about regulation of the pitch, as the tennis court was regularly used after the 9.00pm closure, it being used as a sand pit and it interfering with maintenance work to their fences/hedges.  Cllr. Baily noted that boules was a sedate sport which should not cause disturbance to residents.  Other areas of the Field had been considered, but the ORA had assured Council this was the only suitable site that would not impinge on football and cricket.  The pitches were constructed of hardcore, gravel and dust so could not be used as a sand pit and the exact location had yet to be agreed.  Cllr. Baily volunteered to arrange a meeting with residents and ORA on site.   Council would pursue the issue of tennis court being used after the closure time with the ORA.
Cllr. Jones noted that residents would be writing to Council about dangerous parking in The Furlong

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  Mrs. S Fardon (business)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
Chair for item 22d) as a relative of an employee

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 8th May 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Bedford BC had confirmed that tree outside 58 Dewlands would be replaced in the autumn subject to a survey of underground services.  Residents were concerned about conifers on land behind Ruffs Furze and Clerk had requested Bedford BC to trim.  Bedford BC had advised that the fence along the northern edge of The Furlong was not their responsibility.

	
	Playground – Clerk had ordered new harness which had been delivered to resident with disabled child

	
	Linch Furlong – Clerk had thanked Mr. Leaper for his assistance in installing the orchard and sculpture boards

	
	Land assets – Clerk had notified Cricket Field, Browns Wood, Linch Furlong, allotment and orchard site, land under Village Hall and land under Old School

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 8th May 2012:
Chair was concerned that the 3 villages plan mentioned in the Borough Council report should not proceed until an Oakley plan had been formulated.  Cllr. Olney commented that a feasibility study only was being discussed and agreed that an Oakley plan would be needed in the first instance. 
	Action

PO

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford Borough Assembly 16.05.12:

Chair and Cllr. Olney attended.  There were no issues for Oakley arising.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacon 04.06.12:
	Action

	
	Oakley half of beacon cost i.e. £330 to be funded from Cllr. Olney’s Ward Councillor Fund and could be used at future events.  Oakley share of band, toilets and generator would be £379.00.  Residents had enjoyed the event and Council thanked Cllr. R. Saunders for providing the wood and Chair, Clerk & Cllr. Taylor for helping to organise the event.   
	


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 recorded crimes during May of which 1 was a theft and 2 were criminal damage to vehicles.     
	

	
	
	

	9.
	New Boule Pitch:
	Action

	
	 Clerk had written to five residents whose properties backed onto the proposed site for the pitch and their concerns had been raised in Open Forum.  Clerk had yet to receive a plan or detailed estimates and Cllr. Jones to chase ORA.
	DJ

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.06.12.
	2.

	10.
	To consider Cricket Field lease:
	Action

	
	Clerk confirmed that advice documentation was attached to minutes.  Cllr. Sansom commented that Council needed to ensure that lease was registered and that Council should consider buying the land as grants were available.  Clerk noted that solicitor was waiting for Oakley Properties title to be registered before the lease could be registered and that cricket field had been included in the list of community assets notified to Bedford BC.  Council to review leases/land holdings monthly. 
	

	
	
	

	11.
	WI donation for Diamond Jubilee tree:
	Action

	
	Clerk had written to WI asking how much they wished to spend on the plaque.  Awaiting a response.  Cllr. Baily to ascertain suitable tree over the summer and Cllr. J. Saunders to discuss siting of tree with church.
	RB/JS



	12.
	Dog Waste Sack Dispensers:
	Action

	
	Cllrs. Phillips and White had investigated costs for waste sack dispensers but had not found any cheaper than those suggested by Clerk at May meeting.  Cllr. Phillips noted that other councils were divided on whether sack dispensers were a positive initiative or a potential litter problem and suggested a trial in a few locations only.  Councillors commented that responsible dog owners would carry bags but irresponsible owners would not use the sacks.

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. J. Saunders that no sack dispensers be purchased but issue continued to be highlighted in Newsletter
Resolved
Cllr. Olney volunteered to contact Lincroft and Sharnbrook Schools about dog fouling and litter education.
	PO

	
	
	

	13.
	Disabled Parking Signs for Linch Furlong:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom to deliver letters to residents who were parking in parking spaces once signs erected.   Clerk had obtained 3 quotations for A5 disabled parking signs.  2 dibond @ £30.00, 2 aluminium @ £20.00 + £8.00 delivery and 2 aluminium @ £22.00.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation for £22.00 be accepted
Resolved

Fishing rights holder had requested permission to put a sign in Linch Furlong giving his details.  Council agreed that a site meeting should be held with the holder to discuss siting fishing platforms away from the wild willow area and the otter holt.  Cllrs. Olney and Sansom volunteered to meet and Clerk to arrange. 
	Clerk

PO/GS
Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received quotations for £1,875 to construct a new website + £20.83 per month hosting and £150.00 + £100 pm for hosting and maintenance.  The £20.83 would cover training and security (website would be on a small server with other Council/charity websites and therefore less open to hacking) but updates would need to be done by Council.  Updates could be done by the company but would incur additional costs.  Council requested 5 minute presentations from each company at the next meeting and Clerk to arrange.  Clerk also to circulate addresses of other websites the companies had set up.
	Clerk
Clerk

	 
	
	

	15.
	New Code of Conduct:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated new Code of Conduct which had been adopted by Bedford BC on 07.06.12. and which would be subject to amendment once the Borough had adopted regulations on pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests.  Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that Code of Conduct be adopted by Council

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Judges Spinney:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Phillips noted that human fouling had become a problem at the roundabout end of the Spinney.  Clerk had asked PCSO to investigate and would contact Bedford BC who manage the Spinney.  Council agreed that another meeting with Sgt. Geary to discuss this and other issues would be useful and Clerk to arrange.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	Grass Cutting Contract 

New contractors had missed some areas which were now being cut.  Residents had complained about the standard of cutting and contractor had advised that as grass is growing very fast & is only cut three weekly at Oakley (fortnightly in other contracts), grass stays wet & the finish is not what they would like.  It would improve as the ground dries and growth slows but they would pay particular attention to
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	the areas complained about.  Clerk noted that each additional cut would cost £539.00 and Council agreed that extra cuts were not necessary.  Cllr. White suggested the route round the Riverside Meadow be altered as there was a hole near where the picnic bench used to be and Clerk to advise contractor.
Councillors had received complaints about illegal parking on yellow lines, zigzags, bus stops and footway in Station Road.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to visit with camera van, which would issue tickets and ask how many tickets had already been issued.  Chair noted that schools regularly reminded parents about parking but Clerk to ask them to remind again.  School buses had also been parking on yellow zigzags and Clerk to advise Bedford BC.

Junction of Church Lane/Ruffs Furze was breaking up badly and Clerk to chase Bedford BC to repair.
Grass was growing across the footways particularly in Reynes Drive, round the Green and along the path from the church to the river.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to edge the footways.  Burleigh Place bollard had yet to be installed by Bedford BC and Clerk to chase again.

Trees on the Green needed crown lifting and Clerk to obtain quotations.

Door on litter bin in Church Lane was damaged and Clerk to arrange repairs if possible and remind Bedford BC to empty it.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk


	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Bedford BC summer playscheme would run from 30.07.12 – 20.08.12. on Mondays and Tuesdays from 1.30pm – 3.00pm at the Village Hall.  Bedford BC was consulting on the accommodation assessment methodology for gypsies & travellers.  Consultation would be discussed at parishes meeting on 20.06.12. and Cllr. Olney would circulate a note of the meeting.  Council to consider at July meeting.  National policy would require additional pitches in future years and permitted gypsy & traveller sites in service villages.  As Clapham was a service village Browns Wood was not excluded form consideration.
	PO

	
	
	

	19.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 8th May 2012
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00717/S73 – variation of condition to allow further 5 year or permanent retention of fishing lodge at Willow Vale, Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to a further 5 year term

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 28.05.12.

	
	
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00396/FUL – single storey side extension & new double garage.  One & two storey rear extensions at 45, High Street (amended plans)

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.05.12.

	
	
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00668/FUL – change of use of agricultural land to residential and the erection of a single storey side extension for form a double garage together with associated access at 17 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that it is a large and inappropriate building outside the SPA – a double garage does not constitute the “very limited extension” referred to in the Inspector’s report; the land forms part of a long view to the north across the Ouse valley and should be protected from development; the Inspector’s report suggests a landscaping scheme to the east but there is no evidence of this in the application.  Council was also concerned that the applicant had implied that Council had no objection when Council had yet to comment on the plans.  Clerk to obtain details of reason for permission and conditions.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.06.12.

	
	
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00794/FUL – erection of 2 storey science & technology block & associated works at Lincroft School


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.06.12.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 8th May 2012
	

	
	a) Application No:
	12/00396/FUL – single storey side extension & new double garage.  One & two storey rear extensions at 45, High Street (amended plans)

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	
	

	
	b) Application No:
	12/00731/FUL – replacement 1.9m high garden wall at 37 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	c) Application No:
	12/00794/FUL – erection of 2 storey science & technology block & associated works at Lincroft School

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	d) Application No:
	12/00850/FUL – 1 & 2 storey rear extensions following removal of existing garage at 7 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that the space at the front of the property is used for parking and not the verge.

	
	
	

	
	e) Application No:
	12/00839/FUL – garage conversion including raising roof height over existing flat roof at 19, Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	f) Minerals & Waste Core Strate:gy
	Action

	
	There were no strategic sites in Oakley.   Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that a CD of background documents to the Allocations & Designations Plan was now available.
	


	20.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – consultation on future of Children’s Centres 
Children’s Centres contracts were to be retendered in September therefore Bedford BC was consulting on the services that should be offered in the future.  Council agreed that outreach work in Oakley should be carried out by the Clapham Centre, rather than the Bromham Centre as at present, as it was easier for families to travel to Clapham.  Clerk to advise Bedford BC. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC – Paths for the Communities Scheme 
Paths for Communities Scheme had been set up by Natural England to develop and enhance the network of Public Rights of Way in England.  The aim of P4C was to encourage and support local communities including Parish Councils to work with land owners to make improvements to the network of Public Rights of Way.  P4C projects must include some element of new Public Right of Way creation and £2 million had been set aside to fund the project in the next two years.   Council suggested completion of the Stevington walk from Mushroom Hill to the river.  However this would fall into Bromham parish and Clerk to suggest to Bromham PC.
	Action
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) North Beds Parishes Group – meeting 20.06.12.  Cllr. Olney to attend
	PO


	21.
	Grant Applications: 
	Action

	
	Bedfordshire Police Partnership Trust had requested Council join at a cost of £250 p.a. or make a donation at Council’s discretion.  The Trust is a charity that delivers driver awareness training, grants to local communities to improve community safety and the Bobby Scheme to improve security in the homes of elderly and vulnerable residents free of charge.  £250,000 p.a. required to run charity and balance funded by grants & donations, fund raising and investment income.  No previous grants made and Trust advised that many residents had benefited from the Bobby Service in the past and grants had been made to Oakley based community groups.  Cllr. White was concerned that the scheme was not specific to Oakley and that police should be preventing crime  in the first instance.
Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Council join at a cost of £250.00
Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 8th May 2012
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.12.
	£31,867.16
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.12.
	£17,997.49
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 31.05.12.
	£40,336.12
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 31.05.12.
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Bateman - Newsletter
	£15.00
	

	Campbell – allotment rent
	£1.00
	

	Interest from Bond
	£356.71
	


	Total
	£372.71
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Oakley Air Cadets – s. 137 donation
	
	£600.00
	753

	
	Oakley Diamonds Netball Team – s. 137 donation
	
	£250.00
	754

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 09.05.12. & 30.05.12.
	
	£112.80
	755

	
	Warners of Bedford – grass cutting May & June
	
	£1,078.00
	756

	
	BATPC - affiliation fee
	
	£474.00
	757

	
	H M Parrott - playground repairs
	
	£210.00
	758

	
	Sue Ryder  - donation of internal auditor's fee
	
	£50.00
	759

	
	Friends of Old School – rent of room June - August
	
	£141.50
	760

	
	SMP Playgrounds Ltd - replacement harness for swing
	
	£84.00
	761

	
	Anglian Water - allotment water
	
	£19.06
	762

	
	Mrs. Hrynkiewicz-Sudnik - Directory expenses
	
	£26.02
	763

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 12.06.12.  3hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£18.00
	764

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.05.12. – 31.05.12. 
	
	£678.93
	765

	
	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning May
	
	£24.80
	766

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ £48.41/wk (5 weeks)
	
	£242.05
	767

	
	Phillips Planning Services Ltd – advice re. cricket field lease
	
	£649.39
	768

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£4,658.55
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk

	
	
	
	
	


	
	b) 2010/11 audit:


         


           
       
	Action

	
	Internal auditor had no recommendations.  Chairman signed sections 1 and 2 of audit return.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Audit Commission – consultation on appointment of external auditor for 2012/13 and beyond:
	Action

	
	Audit Commission was proposing to re-appoint BDO LLP for the next 5 years.  Council had no objections
	

	
	
	

	
	d) monthly payment of salaries outside of Council meetings:
	Action

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Taylor that Clerk be authorised to pay salaries in months when no Council meeting held
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) S.106 monies for sports facilities:
	Action

	
	In accordance with paragraph 27 of Council Standing Orders, Cllrs. Walker, Baily, Olney and Sansom proposed a special resolution that the decision in Item 21d) of Council Minutes 06.03.12. be rescinded as ORA had obtained a grant of £20,000 from the Football Foundation since the resolution was passed and allocation of £12, 664.73 s. 106 monies be reconsidered.  Clerk had obtained quotation of £525 + VAT for wetpour repair.  Another contractor would be visiting site 13.06.12.  Awaiting further quotations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Date of next Council meeting: 3rd July 2012 
	














Chairman
