OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.07.12.                          




         
        1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 3rd July 2012 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Mrs. Walker (Chairman), Mrs. P Olney, Mrs. S Fardon , R Baily, P Phillips, G Sansom, J Saunders, R Saunders,  
M. Taylor, P White the Clerk and  1 representative from website company. 
	
	

	1.
	Public Open Session: 

	
	Representative of website company suggested an informal workshop to formulate a brief for the website, then a site plan (information on home page, quick links etc.) and website plan (organisation of pages) could be formulated.  Each website designed by the company was bespoke with a fixed fee and would not quickly date as the current one had.  Company would provide training and Council would update the site.  Chair thanked representative for attending.  

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  D Jones (personal)


	3.
	Declarations of Interest: 
None

	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th June 2012:

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes.


	5.
	Clerk’s Report:

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to repair Church Lane/Ruffs Furze junction as a matter of urgency and edge footways.  Bollard had been installed in Burleigh Place but had been sited so that vehicles could still drive through the gap.  Clerk to request an additional bollard..

	
	Judges Spinney – Bedford BC rangers had inspected but had not found signs of human occupation.  Would continue to check site.

	
	Linch Furlong – Clerk had arranged meeting with fishing rights holder but he had been unable to attend and meeting to be rescheduled.  Clerk to collect disabled parking signs 04.07.12. and Cllr. Sansom volunteered to install.

	
	Grass cutting – Clerk had requested contractor to amend route through Riverside meadow and avoid Lovell Road and Station Road at school start and finish times.

	
	Church Lane bins – lock had been repaired on litter bin and Clerk had chased Bedford BC to empty litter and dog bins.  Cllr. Olney to chase.

	
	Paths for Communities – Clerk had suggested completion of the Stevington walk from Mushroom Hill to the river to Bromham PC.

	
	Audit Return – submitted to BDO

	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from minutes of Meeting held on 12th June 2012:
None
	Action



	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	a) North Bedfordshire Parishes Meeting 20.06.12.

	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that PCSOs attended and police cover and speeding were discussed.  5 PCSOs were based at Riseley with 3 on duty over 2 shifts each day and officers from Bedford attending serious incidents.  Minerals & Waste Core Strategy, broadband access and Neighbourhood plans were also discussed.  A meeting had been arranged between the chairs of Oakley, Pavenham & Stevington PCs plus Cllr. Olney to consider a feasibility study for a joint Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr. Sansom was very concerned that a joint Neighbourhood Plan should not be considered until an Oakley plan had been formulated and Chair confirmed that she would not commit Oakley to any joint plan.  Councillors agreed that Council should start work on an Oakley plan and Clerk to include on September agenda.
	Clerk


	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 3 recorded crimes during June of which 1 was a theft, 1 was criminal damage to a building and 1 common assault.  Reported crime had reduced from 12 for the period April/May/June 2011 to 9 for the same period in 2012.  Cllr. Phillips reported that neither Sgt. Geary nor PCSO Sharratt had attended the meeting on 02.07.12. which was very disappointing as Council was trying to create a close link with the police.  2 PCSOs who covered the Bromham/Turvey and Keysoe – Wymington areas had attended in their place and Council raised the issues of human fouling in Judges Spinney, parking on pavements/verges particularly in High Street and Pavenham Road near the crossroads and speeding.   Although PCSOs had taken on board the issues raised, Council considered that they lacked support from regular officers and Clerk to invite Sgt. Geary to October Council meeting.  Chair noted a new police strategy would be formulated when the Police Crime Commissioner was elected in November.
	Clerk
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	9.
	New Boule Pitch:
	Action

	
	Clerk had yet to receive a plan or detailed estimates from the ORA.  Clerk arranging a site meeting with residents.  Cllr. Baily suggested Council consider trying to site the pitch by the Bedford Arms if the ORA was no longer interested.  Clerk to arrange meeting between Cllrs. Baily & Olney and ORA. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Register of Land Holdings:
	Action

	
	Clerk tabled draft Register and would forward copies to Cllrs. Baily & Sansom.  There were no details on file for some land areas and Council agreed that Clerk to undertake a Land Registry search for these.  Clerk noted that Riverside land lease expired in 2013 and to check renewal process.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	WI donation for Diamond Jubilee tree:
	Action

	
	Awaiting confirmation from WI on how much they wished to spend on the plaque.
	


	12.
	Website:
	Action

	
	Council discussed presentation under item 1 and agreed that they wanted to meet the other company.  Clerk to invite to September meeting.   Chair was concerned that the Day Care Centre site, which was also set up by the presenting company, was very difficult to find without the precise address.  Council agreed to seek advice on how to choose a website and proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Clerk approach Oakley IT

Resolved
	Clerk

	 
	
	

	13.
	Tree Works on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received 3 quotations for crown lifting 5 ash, 1 plum and 1 willow tree of £160, £300 & £375 all + VAT.  Contractors had also suggested removing 2 dead cherries (£250 and £125 including stump grinding and £120), felling 1 almost dead chestnut (£125 including stump grinding & £150).  One contractor suggested also felling all 3 horse chestnuts & the whitebeam and crown lifting & deadwooding all the ash and plum trees for a cost of £1,000 for all the works to all the trees.  One contractor suggested felling whitebeam, reducing willow by 30% & reducing ash by 50% for an additional £1,600.  
Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £1,000 for all the works be accepted

Resolved

Cllr. R. Saunders to consider which trees should be replanted 
	Clerk

RS

	
	
	

	14.
	Highways Matters:
	Action

	
	parking in Station Road
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that camera van visits regularly and 31 tickets issued in the last 12 months.  Van visited again w/c 25.06.12.  Clerk had asked schools to remind parents not to park on yellow lines and zigzags.  Lincroft had advised that they remind parents monthly and that the site manager is on duty on Station Road every evening moving parents along.  Headteacher suggested extension of parking restrictions to 24 hours on the zig-zag lines would help as parking is permitted after 4.30pm, which is the busiest time due to after school activities.  Clerk to pursue with Bedford BC and advise school.
Bedford BC had advised that the yellow buses serving Lincroft are operated by Stagecoach and that they had asked them to remind drivers not to park on the yellow lines.  Clerk had reported residents parking in bus layby to police.
Councillors noted that hedge was growing across the footway at 38, Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask resident to cut back
	Clerk

Clerk


	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that consultation on the Children’s Centres  finished on 27.07.12. and consultation on proposals for packages for schools to purchase, such as payroll, would begin in July.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 12th June 2012
	

	
	Application No:
	12/00759/FUL - detached single storey annexe at 61 Church  Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of inappropriate development in a garden setting, which would set a precedent for other garden developments

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 20.06.12. with the condition that it forms an annexe to the main dwelling and is at no time occupied as a separate or self-contained unit
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	Application No:
	12/00839/FUL – garage conversion including raising roof height over existing flat roof at 19, Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.06.12.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 12th June 2012
	

	
	a) Application No:
	12/01008/FUL – 2 storey side extension, single storey front & rear extensions with garage conversion & new pitched roof over at 19, Pavenham Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 


	
	b) Bedford BC – consultation on accommodation assessment methodology for gypsies & travellers
	Action

	
	Cllr. Olney tabled draft response following discussion at meeting on 20.06.12.  which Council agreed.
Three Bedford BC councillors had discussed consultation with Planning Department which had taken on board their comments.  


	

	
	Cllr. Sansom commented that Neighbourhood Plans were statutory documents so that areas allocated for development could not be later removed from the Plan.  Neighbourhood Plans could take 2 years to formulate and the bigger the area covered by the Plan the more diluted it would become as groups of villages would not necessarily agree on land allocated for development.  Council therefore needed to ensure that Oakley’s interests were protected. 
	


	17.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Plantscape – solar powered Christmas Trees 
	

	
	Solar powered trees were available at a cost of £210 + VAT per tree with a minimum order of 10.  Trees are hired and Plantscape install and remove.  Council agreed that the system was more appropriate for urban areas and agreed not to pursue.  
	


	18.
	Grant Applications: none
	Action

	
	
	

	19.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) Accounts for period up to 3rd July 2012
	


	Income and balances:
	
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.12.
	£28,251.54
	

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.12.
	£18,013.49
	

	NatWest Bank – Bonus Saver account balance at 30.06.12.
	£40,336.12
	

	NatWest - Fixed Rate Bond at 30.06.12.
	£140,000.00
	

	
	
	

	Received since previous meeting
	
	

	Sparrow (Phoenix Trading) - Newsletter
	£50.00
	

	Whately – allotment rent
	£1.00
	


	Total
	£51.00
	
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	None
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	
	Wildman Transport - emptying bottle bank 20.06.12.
	
	£56.40
	769

	
	W H Saunders & Son - mowing Riverside meadow
	
	£162.00
	770

	
	Kallkwik - printing Newsletter
	
	£485.00
	771

	
	H M Parrott - mend lock on Church Lane litter bin
	
	£48.00
	773

	
	SLCC - General Power of Competence training
	
	£48.00
	777

	
	Bedfordshire Police Partnership Trust - s.137 donation
	
	£250.00
	774

	
	HMRC - PAYE
	
	£669.68
	775

	
	Clapham PC - half of Jubilee Beacon event cost
	
	£709.00
	776

	
	Oakley Village Hall – Committee Room hire 02.07.12. & 03.07.12.  4hrs @ £6/ph 
	
	£24.00
	778

	
	Clerk – salary and expenses 01.06.12. – 30.06.12. 
	
	£670.58
	779
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	M Hobbs - bus shelter cleaning June
	
	£24.80
	780

	
	J Walker – litter collection @ £48.41/wk (3 weeks)
	
	£145.23
	781

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total payments this meeting
	
	£3,292.69
	


	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment.  
	
	
	Clerk


	
	As there was no meeting in August proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that Clerk should pay grass cutting contractor when invoices received

Resolved
	Clerk
	
	


	
	b) S.106 monies for sports facilities:
	Action

	
	Clerk had obtained two quotations of £525 + VAT and £385.00 + VAT for wetpour repair.  Other companies approached had not responded.

Proposed by Cllr. Baily, seconded by Cllr. R. Saunders that quotation for £385.00 be accepted

Resolved  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of next Council meeting: 4th September 2012 
	














Chairman
