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      1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th September 2022 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
J. Abbott (Chair), M. Frampton, P. Jones, P. Olney, R Saunders, G. Sansom, P. White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, & 2 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 
	

	
	Resident explained that water was overflowing from the drain outside his property in Pavenham Road and into his house.  The ditch, which had not been maintained for around 30 years and was silted up, was preventing the water flowing away and needed clearing to below the level of the pipe.  See item 16.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: S. Fardon, (personal), S Nicholas (personal), P. Phillips (illness) J Walker (personal)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 10 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllrs. Abbott, Sansom & White for item 20a) as members of the OSSC.  Cllr. White for item 21 as Chair of the Village Hall Committee.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 12th July 2022:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported water continuing to pool on the Grenidge Way/Dewlands path to Bedford BC.  Drains in Pavenham Road and under Lovell Road bridge had been jetted.  Clerk had requested Lovell Road, Church Lane and Station Road drains also be cleared.  Chair was also chasing for drains to be unblocked.  Clerk had asked for twin bridges be inspected again as there appeared to be further damage to the stonework and for the broken Lincroft name plate to be replaced.  Residents were concerned about builders’ rubbish on the verge in Dewlands and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to pursue.
	

	
	Highfield Road bridge – road had been permanently closed for bridge repairs until 04.09.22. as a void had been discovered in one of the buttresses, which was letting in water, so the buttress was in danger of collapsing.  Two-way traffic lights would be in operation until 18.09.22. to enable completion of the work
	

	
	Parking restrictions – Clerk had chased Bedford BC for H bars and bollards in The Furlong and the Borough had advised that no verge parking schemes could not be introduced unless paid for by parish councils.
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 73 notices of intended prosecution were issued in June, 65 for speeds up to 40mph, 4 for speeds between 41 and 42mph and 4 for speeds between 43mph and 46mph.  27 were issued in July 25 for speeds up to 40mph and 2 for a speed of 43 mph.
	

	
	Fly tipping – rubbish dumped in High Street and Browns Wood  reported to Bedford BC and removed
	

	
	Jubilee Tree – plaque had been installed and Bedford BC had confirmed that they were watering the tree.  Cllr. White noted that the water bag on the Reynes Drive/High Street green had yet to be replaced.
	Clerk

	
	Pre-application planning advice - Bedford BC had advised that pre-application advice was confidential but Neighbourhood Plans are taken into account and developers are advised to undertake early engagement with parish councils.  They would ask developers if they would mind the parish being notified that they are asking for pre-application advice but developers would not be obliged to agree to the information being divulged.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 12th July 2022: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	

	
	ORA Committee Meeting 02.08.22.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom had attended and reported that it was a very short meeting as all but two club members were away.  Representative from the Football Club advised that the advertising boards were proving popular and   Motorcycle Club representative noted that c. 400 had attended the American event.  Cllr. White noted that OSSC would be applying for additional advertising boards on the field.  Cllr. Sansom had raised concerns about noise at the recent OSSC event.  Committee had advised that this would need to be considered at an OSSC meeting but they would discuss with neighbours.  Cllr. Jones commented that a Bromham resident was concerned about motorbikes attending Oakley events driving through Bromham and Bromham PC had asked police to carry out speed checks.  The number of motorcycles attending events was expected to reduce in the winter and the last car event for 2022 would take place on 13.09.22.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	a) local representatives’ meetings 27.07.22. 
	

	
	Transcript, recording and slides from 27.07.22. local representatives’ meeting which discussed overview of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process and how this related to the Development Consent Order process were available on the community hub - https://communityhub.eastwestrail.co.uk/  Next meeting was 08.09.22. when the business case process would be discussed.
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	b) letter to Prime Minister requesting cancellation of EWR
	

	
	Following Mr. Shapps MP’s comments that if he were Prime Minister he would cancel stages 2 and 3 of EWR, several BFARE members had written to Mr. Sunak MP and Ms. Truss MP to request cancellation.
A new Transport Minister had yet to be appointed and Council to consider writing to him/her at the October meeting. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police had advised that 111 crimes relating to motor vehicles took place across the group of villages including Oakley between May and July, which was 22 less than in 2021.  73 were against local residents and all received either a reassurance visit or letter from the team.  As the police Community Engagement Model was still under review, it had been decided to extend the vehicle priority to September.
North Rural personnel had changed and Insp. Cunningham was the new team leader and Sgt. Carl Perri the new team sergeant.  Clerk to thank Sgt. Killick for his work in the community.
Annual PCC Parish Council Conference would be held 04.10.22. the same evening as the October Council meeting.
There were 4 crimes reported in July, 3 obscene publications offences and 1 malicious communication and 4 in August, 2 obscene publications offences, 1 assault and 1 harassment.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	a) grass & shrub cutting
	

	
	Contractor had suggested that future maintenance of the Brockwell Meadow would be easier if the mowing of the whole area was undertaken by him and had quoted an additional £100.00 p.a. to carry out the work i.e. £850 total in year 1 and £600 p.a. in subsequent years
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for an additional £100 be accepted
Resolved

Cllr. Sansom had met contractors on site to discuss cutting back shrubs at the entrance to the meadow and Clerk had received two quotations, one for £180 (no VAT) including pulling out the stump at the end of the passage and one for £200 (no VAT) which included grinding the stump to ground level

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £200 be accepted as the stump was close to the tarmac which could be damaged by pulling it out
Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) tree planting
	Action

	
	Clerk had ordered bare rooted trees and shrubs and fruit trees for Brockwell Meadow at a total cost of £333.80 + VAT.  Trees and shrubs would be delivered in November and fruit trees in December/January. 
Council agreed to arrange a planting day once delivery dates were confirmed.  Clerk to ask Brownies, Scouts, ATC and Youth Club if they would like to be involved and contact tree/shrub suppliers in December for a delivery date
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Licence for Pre-School Access to Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Solicitor had advised that there was no need for an agreement to erect a gate in an existing boundary line but if Pre-School wished to have pedestrian access across the Council’s land, then a licence to occupy which granted Pre-School use over the meadow and placed restrictions on its use could be put in place.  The licence could be terminated within a notice period of Council’s choice if Pre-School was in breach of the restrictions, or if Council no longer wished to grant access.  The cost would be around £800 + VAT and it would be reasonable to except the Pre-School to cover Council’s costs
Clerk had requested quotations for a new fence and gate and received one for £1,997 + VAT plus £55 + VAT for a key operated long throw lock.  Awaiting further quotations.  Chair noted that he and Pre-School had met with Bedford BC contractors, Hanson and were awaiting confirmation whether they would install the fence as part of Bedford BC’s social value project fund.  If not, Chair might be able to fund from his Ward Fund.  Chair to chase a decision.
	JA

	
	
	

	12.
	Shrub Planting at Village Entrances:
	Action

	
	Council had previously agreed to plant low maintenance shrubs at the entrance signs to the village.  Cllr. Jones suggested hypericum but councillors were concerned that they would become unsightly with no-one to maintain them and agreed not to pursue at present.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	 Memorial Furniture Policy:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft policy for memorial furniture
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Chair that policy be adopted

Resolved

Clerk noted that the memorial seat at Riverside needed repair.  Cllr. Saunders volunteered to pursue with the family.  
	Clerk
RS
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	14.
	Environmental Issues in the Village:
	Action

	
	Residents were concerned about air pollution in the village and Cllr. Sansom was concerned about sewage from Odell treatment plant discharging into the river as Oakley residents were swimming in water that had passed the plant.
Council already had very sound environmental principles that it was following for the village – installation of average speed cameras helping to reduce the number of vehicles rat running through the village; a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), with designated green spaces, emphasis on sustainable transport and policies on how Oakley should look and feel to create a pleasant environment; areas of biodiversity (Linch Furlong, The Orchard, Riverside Meadow, Brockwell Meadow) all professionally managed; a litter picker to keep Oakley clean and tidy and community litter pick days; a tree strategy to ensure that trees are protected and not removed without good reason; a planning group to review and comment on all planning applications and involvement in issues that affect the wider environment such as East West Rail.  Council also discouraged fouling by dogs on the footpaths and vigorously monitored the emptying of bins within the village.  The NDP Group would be evaluating the environmental policies in its review of the Plan and would be meeting in October to discuss.  
Cllr. Sansom noted that the Mayor had discussed sewage discharges with Anglian Water and Council agreed to write to Anglian Water and the Environment Agency asking if it was safe for residents to swim in the river and about the continuing issue of sewage discharging in Riverside Meadow.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Conversion of Speed Indicator Device to Solar Power:
	Action

	
	Council had budgeted £2,000 for a solar panel on Highfield Road speed watch sign plus new posts for speed watch signs, if these were not installed by Bedford BC.  Company had quoted 3,040.00 + VAT for a new solar speed indicator device (SID) or £625 + VAT to convert the existing device to solar.
Chair confirmed that Bedford BC would be installing new posts.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. White that quotation for £625.00 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Pavenham Road ditch
	

	
	Resident was concerned about flooding into his property from the Borough road drain in Pavenham Road.  Chair noted that Bedford BC had jetted some of the drains in Pavenham Road and were on site again 06.09.22.  He would continue to chase and would raise with the Portfolio Holder.  Council agreed Clerk to write to the Mayor and Portfolio Holder.
The drain was installed by Bedford BC and discharged into the ditch.  Bedford BC had advised that the ditch was Council responsibility but the transfer plan for The Furlong indicated that the verge and ditch was not passed to Council.  Cllr. Abbott had forwarded a copy of the plan to Bedford BC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom asked about the water flowing over the footpath in Linch Furlong.  Clerk noted that she and Cllr. Nicholas were dealing.
	Clerk/SN

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that five of the Borough’s parks had been awarded Green Flags and Active Adult active courses were being run.  A review to decide whether the traffic lights on the Sainsbury roundabout should be full or part time would be carried out around Christmas.  Some of the markings on the roundabout would need to be changed and the slip road was still causing issues although it had been checked and complied with Government standards.  Diversion signs had not always been clear during emergency road works over the Summer and the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee would be considering minimising disruption during roadworks plus attracting new business and enforcing moving traffic violations at their September meeting.  Bedford BC was facing a shortfall of £27 million and was looking at saving energy costs.  Initial environmental work had begun for Wixams Station and the A428/Black Cat roundabout works had been approved by Government.  Electric road sweepers would shortly be in operation and Bedford BC was the first authority to have an all electric fleet.  2,500 tonnes of salt had been purchased for Winter gritting and 1,500 category 1 potholes and 2,500 category 2 potholes had been repaired at a cost of £0.5 million.  The Government bus recovery grant would continue so bus services would not be cut and more buses would be routed through the Park and Ride.  Bedford BC was also reviewing the planning of facilities such as play areas on new estates.
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	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 12th July 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02490/FUL - demolition of two garage blocks & erection of detached bungalow (revised proposal) at land at 104 – 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the proposed bungalow is still cramped, would be harmful to the character of the area and would adversely impact neighbours.  The access road is still narrow and exits onto the zig zag lines of the zebra crossing and opposite the school field entrance, both of which are heavily used by school students.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 28.07.22. on the grounds that it would result in back land development that fails to reflect the locality, would result in a cramped and contrived form of development, harmful to the character and appearance of the area, it would not provide suitable waste collection arrangements and fails to demonstrate the achievement of biodiversity net gain.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/01286/FUL - single storey side extension at 40 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.08.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/01486/FUL - replace flat roof of single storey side & rear element and porch with pitched roof at 21 Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.08.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00740/FUL - single storey rear extension at 8 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.08.22.


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 12th July 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 22/01795/TPO for various tree works including removal of two cypress groups, an elm, the front hedge and a hawthorn and shrub group at Hartford House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection to hedge and trees being removed provided the hedge was replaced but in line with the Oakley NDP. No objection to the pruning works but Council would not want the trees removed unless diseased or unsafe.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 22/01942/FUL - proposed render finish to replace existing tile hanging at Hartford House, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection


	
	c) status of applications 21/02394/MAO for up to 40 dwellings on land off Station Road and 22/00744/MAO - outline application for a 
residential development of up to 12 dwellings
	


	
	Clerk had chased Planning Department for a decision on these applications and as yet no decision on either.  Chair noted that a decision on 21/02394/MAO would be made shortly and he would chase a decision on 22/00744/MAO
	JA


	19.
	Planning Policy:
	Action

	
	layout and maintenance of new developments
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned how parish councils could get involved in the design, type and layout of new homes on sites already agreed for development.  In particular, S106 agreements with developers, CIL commitments and ownership and long term maintenance of open green space in new developments.  He considered that Bedford BC should be instructing developers to discuss with parish councils.  Chair noted that Bedford BC was aware of Council’s views and as a statutory document the NDP, which contained design briefs for both allocated sites, would carry significant weight.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) residents’ concerns about music noise at Oakley Sports & Social Club (OSSC)
	

	
	Two residents had copied their concerns about loud music at the OSSC event on 23.07.22. to Council.  OSSC had responded emphasising the importance of the Club to the village and advising that the events they run fund the Club and are enjoyed by many residents, so they are unable to abandon them but would minimise as far as possible any disturbance to adjoining property owners.  Councillors commented that the level of concern was higher than complaints indicated as residents did not want neighbour disputes to show up on house sale searches.  Chair noted that the Borough Licensing Department had advised that cars and motorbikes did not constitute a statutory nuisance and the OSSC licence permitted music events.  Licensing and EH would need data from residents to pursue any complaints.  Cllr. Olney reiterated that OSSC needed income from events to survive.
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	Cllr. Sansom suggested that Environmental Health (EH) should monitor ambient noise levels and compare with events and asked for EH to attend a Council meeting to explain why they would only accept complaints from individuals, not parish councils.  Council agreed that Chair to ask EH to attend.  He would also follow up the issue with EH.
	JA

	
	
	

	
	b) correspondence from Mr. Fuller MP concerning Lincroft School
	

	
	Mr. Fuller MP had copied his letter to DfE asking about funding for repairs at Lincroft and reiterating Council’s concern that the playing field should not be built on to Council and would forward DfE’s response in due course.  Clerk to thank him.
Cllr. Olney noted that the application for the new dining hall would be coming forward shortly.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Lincroft had been given insufficient funding when it moved from three to two tier.  Chair noted that Lincroft had been given significant funds and Bedford BC had also invested in the expansion of Biddenham School.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that students from the new developments at Clapham & Bromham would be allocated places at Lincroft so there would be pressure to sell the field to accommodate them and he asked what contributions developers of Clapham and Bromham sites were making to Lincroft.  Clerk to ask Planning Department. 
Chair noted that Bedford BC was currently reviewing secondary school places and some of the catchment areas might be reconsidered.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Forest of Marston Vale – grants for woodland planting schemes
	

	
	Forest of Marston Vale had personnel and grants available to support the creation of areas of woodland 0.1 hectares or higher and had offered to attend a Council meeting to discuss.  Council agreed to invite to October or November meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) group asking councils to purchase hedgehog highway surrounds for fences
	

	
	Hedgehogs R Us was asking councils to purchase 50 Hedgehog Highway Surrounds (to fit round gaps at bottom of fences) for Council and residents & 50 information leaflets at a cost of £150.  Organisation did not appear to be a registered charity and Council agreed not to pursue
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Village Hall had requested a grant of £4,880.00 for internal decoration.  Total cost of project was estimated at £4,880.00 as contractors would not guarantee quotations due to inflation and balance, if necessary, would be taken from reserves.  Village Hall would be spending an additional £6,136 approximately on other internal improvements – LED lighting, refurbishment of wooden floor and panelling on lower walls. 

All 8 Committee Members were Oakley residents and balance of £23,256.76 plus investments of £13,334.46 at 31.08.21. 

Clerk noted that Council had already granted £1,000 for tree works in May 2022 and £2,400 remained in the grant budget.  
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £1,000 be granted
Resolved  S. 137 donation
Chair suggested that Village Hall apply to Bedford BC Rural Grants Fund and volunteered pursue with the Borough
	Clerk

JA

	
	
	

	22.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 31st August 2022
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.22.
	£27,055.55

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.22.
	£7,258.67

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,999.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£84,377.01


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Rooney
	Allotment rent 
	1.00
	

	
	Gallagher
	Allotment rent 
	1.00
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	0.58
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	0.66
	

	
	
	Total
	£3.24
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.
	

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms July & August
	307.66
	s/o
	

	
	Salaries
	July & August payment
	2363.44
	s/o
	

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	S. 137 donation 
	3000.00
	1780
	

	
	Paice
	Expenses April - June
	53.70
	1781
	

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	July payment
	454.19
	1783
	

	
	Oakley IT
	Laptop repair
	113.99
	1784
	

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	July additional payment
	21.34
	1785
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	2617.76
	1786
	

	
	White Hart 
	Printing Summer Newsletter
	825.00
	1787
	

	
	Joslin
	Installing Jubilee Tree plaque
	58.00
	1788
	

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	August payment
	475.53
	1789
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments Made:
	
	
	
	

	Mazars
	External audit 
	360.00
	1790

	Knight
	Managing Linch Furlong, Orchard & Riverside 
	1500.00
	1791

	Village Hall
	Hire of room 06.09.22.
	18.00
	1792

	
	Total
	12168.61
	

	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	
	
	
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) insurance renewal
	

	
	Renewal was due on 01.10.22.  Clerk had completed the pre-renewal questionnaire and had requested quotations for this meeting but was still awaiting them.  
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that Council agree on a quotation by email and ratify at October meeting to avoid being uninsured 
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) completion of audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention.  Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) external audit arrangements 2022/23 – 2026/27
	

	
	Under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SAAA was responsible for appointing external auditors to all applicable opted-in smaller authorities.  The next 5-year appointing period ran from 2022-23 until 2026-27 and SAAA had appointed auditors to each County area.  Councils had the option to opt out of this scheme but would need to make arrangements to appoint their own external auditors. Council had previously opted into the central scheme
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Council remain opted in 
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) allotment rent 2023
	

	
	Allotment rents were increased to £18 for a half plot and £36 for a full plot in 2020/21.  Council currently had no waiting list.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that rents remain unchanged in 2022/23
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Date & Venue of Next Meeting: 4th October 2022 
	

	
	Lincroft School had advised that the October Council meeting could be held at Lincroft preceded by a tour of the site for councillors only.  Council agreed that they would like to tour the site but would not want to hold the meeting on site 
	Clerk


 m
