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      1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 12th July 2022 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
J Walker (Chair), S. Fardon, M. Frampton, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, P. White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 
	

	
	Resident thanked Council for arranging clearance of the vegetation under Stafford Bridge.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: J. Abbott (illness), S Nicholas (illness), P. Phillips (illness), R Saunders (business),
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllrs. Sansom, Walker & White for item 7 as members of the OSSC.  Cllr. Sansom for item 16b) as the applicant.  Cllrs. Fardon & Olney for item 19 as Committee members.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th June 2022:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – broken tree on Dewlands verge had been reported to Bedford BC and would be replaced in the Autumn.  Tree officer  would check empty water bags on tree at Reynes Drive/High Street and Jubilee Tree.   Clerk to chase Bedford BC to replace/refill as needed.  Cllr. Jones noted that she had removed the water bags from the Ruffs Furze trees and was watering by hand.  Council thanked her.  Fly tipped scooter on the Green had been reported to Bedford BC and removed.
	Clerk

	
	Stafford Bridge – Pavenham Road would be closed at Stafford Bridge on 31.08.22. and 01.09.22. to clear vegetation under the bridge.  Clerk had advised resident who was concerned.
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 78 notices of intended prosecution were issued in May, 70 for speeds up to 40mph, 6 for speeds between 41 and 42mph, 1 for speeds between 43mph and 46mph and 1 for a speed of 56mph.
	

	
	Grass cutting – Pavenham Road verge at Willow Vale entrance had not been cut and Brockwell Meadow was not being cut regularly.  Clerk had asked contractor to cut in future.  Riverside meadow had been cut earlier than Linch Furlong to prevent pernicious plants such as cow parsley and false oat grass setting too much seed which would swamp the more interesting plants.
	

	
	Tree works - work to Council trees had been completed apart from stump grinding.
	

	
	Pension Re-enrolment – Clerk had completed the re-enrolment and re-declaration of compliance
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th June 2022: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	

	
	Meeting with ORA/OSSC 15.06.22.
	

	
	Resident had forwarded photographs of litter on the Field after the car meet 14.06.22.  OSSC noted that the Car Club was well managed and they were usually very conscientious about clearing up after events but Committee would discuss more bins, whether they needed relocating and more frequent commercial bin emptying.  Cllr. Walker noted that Council was not trying to intervene in the running of the OSSC but was passing on residents’ concerns.
Cllr. Sansom commented that neighbouring residents and some Club members considered two car events per month was too many due to the noise.  OSSC advised that there would continue to be two car meets p.m. until September when the position would be reviewed.  Two meets p.m. were agreed as usually some were rained off but so far this year that had not happened.  Noise was kept to a minimum as engines were not left running and most were gone by 9.00pm, all vehicles were taxed and therefore allowed on the road and 165+ local residents had attended the 14.06.22. meet.  After Covid, OSSC was in a precarious financial position and needed to attract new business to survive.  

Cllr. Jones commented that Councillors using the Village Hall had been unable to hear each other when vehicles left and mud and tyre marks had been left on the Field on one occasion.   OSSC noted that when the Council meeting was interrupted cars that were not classics had turned up and were discouraged from returning.   OSSC was also engaging with neighbours and would be holding a meeting with them.  One person had been asked to leave the event on 14.06.22. but there were no other issues.  The car meets had received positive feedback from many residents and encouraged those who would not normally use OSSC to come to the Club.  The groundsman decided whether or not the Field could be used.  

Cllr. Walker noted that Council had no official position as they could not legally interfere in the running of the OSSC.  They had told residents to contact Environmental Health as complaints had to be lodged by the affected resident.
Cllr. Olney noted that calls for food were very loud and OSSC would ask the kitchen to reduce the volume.  Cllr. Sansom suggested they use a screen instead.
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	OSSC noted that the new Treasurer was investigating the resident’s issues with the 2019 accounts and suggested Council advise concerned residents to contact OSSC direct or pursue with the Charity Commission.  All the issues raised would be discussed at the ORA/OSSC Committee meetings which Cllrs. Abbott and Sansom attended.
Clerk had written to residents who had expressed concerns explaining that Council passed on residents’ concerns but could not interfere in the running of the OSSC and that noise issues had to be pursued with Environmental Health by the person affected.
Cllr. Sansom commented that Sharnbrook ran a successful sports & social club which did not inconvenience neighbours as sports clubs paid fees for the use of the facilities and there was no need to host groups from outside the village.  He would suggest that OSSC consider a different business model at the next meeting on 19.07.22. and would also reiterate neighbours’ concerns when hosting the car club was reviewed in September 
Cllr. Sansom noted that OSSC had asked about yellow lines around the Dewlands junction to prevent parked cars blocking the view of vehicles exiting the site.  Chair commented that it was not Council policy to request yellow lines except where there were serious safety issues as they were very urbanising.  Cllr. Sansom to advise OSSC. 

Chair noted that vehicles exiting Dewlands were unable to see as the OSSC sign blocked their view and Clerk to ask them to move it back in future.
	GS

GS

Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	local representatives’ meetings 27.07.22. and 08.09.22.
	

	
	Transcript, recording and slides from 07.06.22. local representatives’ meeting were available on the community hub - https://communityhub.eastwestrail.co.uk/  Next meeting was 27.07.22. when the Environmental Impact Assessment would be discussed and then 08.09.22. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	OPCC meeting with parishes 15.06.22. & business conference 06.09.22.
	

	
	OPCC had met with parishes 15.06.22. but councillors had been unable to attend.  OPCC would be holding a business conference 06.09.22. for all businesses in Bedfordshire.

There were 7 crimes reported in June, 2 harassments, 2 thefts, 1 assault with injury, 1 public fear offence and 1 burglary.
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	timetable for improvement works
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom had discussed a planting timetable with the contractor and circulated. Wildflowers would be set September/October and 60 shrubs, 6 birch trees and 6 plum and apple trees set December/January.  Total cost was likely to be £500 
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that £500 be allocated for new shrubs/trees

Resolved
Cllr. Sansom to finalise the trees/shrubs required with the contractor and Clerk to order 
Contractor had suggested that future maintenance of the Brockwell Meadow would be easier if the mowing of the whole area was undertaken by him.  Clerk to discuss the cost with the contractor and Council to consider at September meeting.  Cllr. Sansom noted that a legal agreement would be needed to allow Pre-School to access the Meadow through a gate in the fence and Clerk to discuss with Council solicitor.
	GS/Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Tree Policy:
	Action

	
	Clerk had revised the Tree Policy to include a section on memorial trees.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that revised policy be adopted

Resolved

Clerk suggested a similar policy for memorial benches as the memorial seat at Riverside needed repair.  Council agreed and Clerk to draft.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Plaque for Jubilee Tree:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations for £58 (no VAT) and £80 (no VAT) to concrete the post into the ground
Proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotation for £58 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Meeting with Mr. Fuller MP 08.07.22:
	Action

	
	Chair & Cllr. Jones attended and had asked Mr. Fuller MP to confirm that the Secretary of State for Education had been made aware that Council was strongly opposed to the sale of any part of the Lincroft School Playing Field.  Mr. Fuller MP would send a letter to DfE reiterating Council’s position.
Cllr. Sansom was concerned that expansion of Lincroft would require building on the Field and asked for the issue to be discussed at the September meeting.  Chair noted that Lincroft plans had been discussed at the June meeting and the Head had informed Mr. Fuller MP that Lincroft had no intention of building on the Field.
	Clerk
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	14.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	a) footway parking at The Furlong
	

	
	Chair & Cllr. Abbott had met a resident on site 14.06.22. to discuss parking in The Furlong.  Resident  had lived in the Furlong for 15 years and parking and traffic had been getting worse.  Vehicles were blocking the footway and the entrances to the garages, dustcarts struggled to access the rear most part of the development and the kerb outside no 19 The Furlong had been damaged due to a vehicle with an oil leak being parked there on a regular basis although the owner had now moved.  Cllr. Abbott had asked the PCSO/Rural Team to visit in the evening to review the parking but resident had suggested installing H bars over dropped kerbs and bollards to prevent parking on the footway in key locations.   Cllr. Abbott had volunteered to fund from his Ward Fund.
Council discussed whether it was better to try and engage with residents, where else they could park and whether the camera van could act.  Chair noted that there was usually space on the opposite side of the road to the garages and that the camera van was concentrating on parking at schools.  Cllr. White commented that bollards had been refused by Bedford BC in Burleigh Place because of the danger to motorcyclists and  suggested a Borough wide no parking on footways scheme.  

Council agreed to request H bars and bollards for the first bend in The Furlong by the garages and to ask Bedford BC for a Borough wide no footway parking scheme. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) weekday closure of Highfield Road bridge 25.07.22 – 02.09.22.
	

	
	Network Rail would be closing Highfield Road bridge with a diversion in place 25.07.22. – 02.09.22. from 08:00 to 17:00 Mondays to Fridays.  Single file traffic would be able to cross the bridge during the week outside these hours managed by traffic lights.  After 17:00 on Fridays and during the weekends the road would be fully open to traffic in both directions.  Pedestrians would be able to cross at all times.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon noted that the name plate at the entrance to Lincroft was broken and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to replace.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott had forwarded a report in his absence.  Bedford BC was asking for residents’ views on a review of polling districts and polling places in the Borough.  The ward boundaries had been reviewed and Oakley village had joined Clapham in a new Clapham Oakley ward.  As a result of the new ward arrangements, the Borough Council had to undertake a full review of all polling districts and polling places for the new wards to ensure that all electors had accessible and convenient facilities to vote from.  No change was expected for Oakley or Clapham, with the polling stations proposed to remain at the two village halls.  The consultation was open until 10.08.22.and details of the proposals were at www.bedford.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/elections-and-voting/review-of-polling-districts-and-places/ 
The final consultation on the new draft Local Plan was underway and the deadline for comments was 29.07.22.  More information at  www.bedford.gov.uk/LocalPlan2040  

The Northern Gateway Works were finally almost finished.  All traffic lights were now in operation and the right hand turn into Sainsbury’s open.  The improved road layout seemed to be working with more consistent travel times into Bedford at any time of day.  There was still some tidying up to do and possibly a review of lane makings from Manton Lane to Fairhill, as currently all traffic for the A6 North could only use the right hand lane until it branched out by the roundabout. The traffic lights operation would be reviewed later in the year (with a decision on part time or full time). 

There was no update on the Oxford/Cambridge Arc, as mentioned at the last meeting.  The 6 councils were looking to put a bid in for level 2 funding from the Government levelling up fund.  The new Minister appointed to replace Michael Gove MP, had been a previous backer of the Arc, so having seen the Arc fall away as a priority this might change.

Work had started on looking at the future of the leisure provision within Bedford Borough from 2023 onwards when the current contract with Fusion Leisure expired.  There had been some soft marketing testing with local providers to understand how leisure facilities (including Blue Peris in Wales) could be successfully run for the benefit of local users.

A revised Capital Programme 2022/2023 to 2024/2025 was being presented at Full Council on 13.07.22.  Due to slippage and increased costs the Borough was looking at an increase of £2.765 million in the Council’s requirement to borrow since the Capital Programme was approved by Full Council on 2 February 2022.

Chair noted that Bedford BC would be letting out three floors of Borough Hall as most officers were still working from home.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 7th June 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00852/FUL - single storey front extension at 1 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.06.22.
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	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th June 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 22/01286/FUL - single storey side extension at 40 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 22/01486/FUL - replace flat roof of single storey side & rear element and porch with pitched roof at 21 Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 22/01517/S73 – variation of condition 1 attached to 18/02802/FUL to allow for substitution of a window for a Juliet balcony at 14 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection


	17.
	Planning Policy:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC Local Plan 2040 consultation
	

	
	Draft Local plan 2040 had been issued for consultation on 15.06.22.   NDP Group had suggested commenting that housing numbers were too high and that EWR should be routed along the A421.  The Local Plan 2040 stated that new developments at Kempston and Little Barford at the intersections of EWR stations and the A421 would enable road and rail connections, therefore an EWR route alongside the A421 would support the new developments and provide true transport hubs for both road and rail links.  NDP Group also suggested continuing to support up to 50 houses in Oakley to 2040.
Cllr. Sansom suggested that Council should comment that the standard method of calculating housing allocations was inaccurate and inappropriate and that water resources and sewage disposal for new developments had been insufficiently considered.  Cllr. Olney suggested that more information was needed on new senior school places as Lincroft had no space to expand and that Council should challenge the housing numbers associated with the Oxford/Cambridge Arc. 
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. White that NDP and additional comments be forwarded as Council’s response
Resolved
Cllrs. Olney and Sansom to provide an article for the September Newsletter on Council’s position.
	Clerk

PO/GS

	
	
	

	
	b) review of Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	NDP Group had met 20.06.22. to review the NDP.   Council had asked Bedford BC for advice and been told to review the NDP against the 2030 Local Plan but mention the draft 2040 Plan in the review report.  Most sections of the NDP would not, therefore, change as they already conformed to the 2030 Local Plan and the NPPF had not been updated since the Plan was made.  Policies in the Environment Act would be expressed in the 2040 Local Plan and the NDP Group would make reference to it in that context.  There was no new Government advice on housing policy and currently no process to implement changes e.g. whether a new referendum would be required.   Group discussed whether the 2040 Plan Call for Sites should be reviewed and whether an updated Housing Needs Survey was needed as no new houses were required in Oakley in the 2040 Plan.  Group agreed that if they could demonstrate that housing needs had not changed it would weaken any speculative applications.  The Borough had carried out a Housing Needs Survey and the recent census had more up to date information and Cllr. Olney would consider these against the mix of housing which was included in the NDP.  Group would discuss at next meeting in September and prepare a review report for Council as Group would need to wait until the 2040 Plan was adopted before carrying out a fuller review.  
Cllr. Sansom noted that the Group had also discussed pre-application consultations and Council agreed Clerk to write to the Planning Department asking for parish councils to be consulted at an early stage in the application process to ensure that NDP policies were fully considered.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	agent request for information about drainage for land opposite Bedford Arms
	

	
	Land agent had requested information on drainage in the High Street in connection with the development site opposite the Bedford Arms.  Council had advised that they had no information about how the drains were currently used and had suggested that the agent discussed with Highways or Anglian Water.  Council had invited the agent to a Council meeting to discuss the site once the drainage issue was resolved.  Cllr. Sansom suggested that the Planning Department should be advised that Council had asked the developer to contact the Borough Council and Anglian Water and that the Borough should be asked to keep Council informed about any correspondence with the developer.  Council agreed.

	Clerk
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	19.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Youth Club had requested a grant  of £3,000 for July 2022 to August 2023.  Projected annual expenditure was £4,475.10 and the balance at 28.06.22. was £3,111.19.  Council had granted £1,500 in 2021 and £4,500 in 2020. There were 17 - 25 attendees a week, primarily from Oakley. Youth leader and 2 assistants were stepping down but Committee had appointed replacements and the Club would start again in September with a new team.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. White that £3,000.00 be granted
Resolved  S. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th June 2022
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.22.
	£41,371.38

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.22.
	£7,258.43

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,999.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£84,377.01


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Pedley
	Donation for Jubilee trees
	50.00
	

	
	Methodist Church
	Directory 
	50.00
	

	
	Oakley Building Service
	Directory 
	130.00
	

	
	Arnold
	Allotment rent 
	20.00
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	0.60
	

	
	
	Total
	£250.60
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.
	

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms June
	153.83
	s/o
	

	
	Salaries
	June payment
	1181.72
	s/o
	

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	35.11
	d/d
	

	
	Oakley Day Centre
	S. 137 donation 
	500.00
	1776
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments Made:
	
	
	
	

	Metrosigns
	Replacement orchard tree marker
	18.00
	1777

	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	June payment
	350.18
	1778

	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	879.04
	1779

	
	Total
	3117.88
	

	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	
	
	
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr.  Jones that expenses of £53.70 for the period April to June 2022 be paid
Resolved
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Date of Next Meeting: 6th September 2022 
	


 m
