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      1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on3rd May 2022 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
J Walker (Chair), J. Abbott, P. Jones, S. Nicholas, P. Olney, R. Saunders, G. Sansom, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Cllr. Phillips to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chair.  
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Cllr. Walker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chair.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session: 
	

	
	Resident was concerned about the scale of large events at the Oakley Recreational Association (ORA) in particular the noise, pollution and parking issues.  Over 200 vehicles attended vintage car rallies, which were now fortnightly rather than monthly and up to 400 motorbikes attended some Oakley Motorcycle Club events.  Parking for the fireworks event blocked roads preventing access by emergency vehicles and resulted in lit fireworks landing in neighbouring gardens.  Cllrs. Abbott & Sansom noted that they had recently begun to attend ORA meetings and had raised these issues.   Council had no legal powers to be involved in the running of the site but they would raise the number of large events and noise and pollution associated with them at the next meeting.  Cllr. Abbott commented that ORA had had a change of personnel recently and wanted to engage with the community.  Chair noted that Council had received no complaints about events so far this year but would ask ORA to circulate notes about upcoming events to neighbours in advance.
Resident commented that ORA was not fulfilling its charitable purpose to benefit Oakley residents and the last ORA accounts on the Charity Commission website, which were for 2019, showed a large administration charge, which was unexplained.  There was also no complaints procedure.  Chair confirmed that Council had seen draft accounts for 2021 but would raise these issues with the ORA at the next meeting.  She added that the OSSC was a separate trading arm to fund the ORA and not part of the charity.
Councillors suggested that residents contact Bedford BC Environmental Health Department about excessive noise and pollution and keep a record of dates and times.  They could also form a group and try and join the ORA Committee.  Council agreed to raise these issues in the next Newsletter.
	JA/GS
JA/GS

JA/GS

Chair

	
	
	

	4.
	Apologies:  S. Fardon (personal), M Frampton (personal), P. Phillips (illness), P. White (illness)
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 12 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllr. Nicholas for item 16 as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. Walker for item 16 as a relative of an allotment tenant.  Cllr. Saunders for item 17 and 19a) as owner of land at  Oakley bridges. 
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st March and Annual Parish Meeting on 5th April 2022:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives on other bodies:
	Action

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker (Reserve: M Frampton)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S Fardon, S Nicholas, P Olney

Footpath Officer: P Jones

Speed Watch Group: P Phillips, S Nicholas

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J Abbott

Oakley Directory: S Fardon

Oakley Recreational Association: J Abbott, G Sansom

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 


Tree Warden: R Saunders
Education Charity Trust: J Walker 



Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney
The Villager Community Minibus: S Fardon


Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney


Youth Club: S Fardon



	

	
	Resolved to appoint
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	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 22 notices of intended prosecution were issued in January, 19 for speeds up to 40mph, 1 for speed of 42mph and 2 for speeds of 44mph and 45mph.  45 notices were issued in February, 41 for speeds up to 40mph and 3 for speeds between 41 and 43mph.  78 notices of intended prosecution were issued in March, 69 for speeds up to 40mph, 2 for speeds between 41 and 42mph and 7 for speeds between 43mph and 46mph
	

	
	Street trading licences – applications had been made for licences to trade in Oakley by three ice cream sellers and a dessert company.  Council had no objections.  Resident was concerned that a fish & chip van was blocking Copthorne Close and Clerk had asked Bedford BC whether the van can stop in cul-de-sacs under the terms of its licence
	

	
	Grass cutting – Bedford BC had apologised for the late start to grass cutting because of issues with mechanics, training and a large covid outbreak at the depot and they had been concentrating on churches for Easter.  Pre-School had advised that temporary fencing would be removed from Brockwell by mid May to enable grass to be cut
	

	
	Litter Bins – bins were mostly being emptied every round.  Riverside bin was missed w/c 07.03.22. and Station Road bus shelter bin w/c 04.04.22.  Council thanked Cllr. Jones for checking and chasing Bedford BC.
	

	
	Linch Furlong - Clerk had reported concerns that horses were using the footpath through Linch Furlong to  Bedford BC, who had advised that they did not have walkers only signs and preferred gaps to gates for easier access.  They agreed to monitor the problem.  Clerk was chasing the vinyl sheet for the notice board.
	

	
	Riverside Meadow – Cllr. Sansom had planted poplars in the meadow and Council thanked him.  Clerk had chased Anglian Water about continual sewage leaks in the meadow
	

	
	Bridleways 10 & 33 – bridleways adjacent to Browns Wood would be temporarily closed from 23.05.22. to 01.07.22. for Anglian Water works.  As the bridleway provided access to the Beacon site Clerk had asked Bedford BC about opening the path for the Jubilee event. 
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st March and Annual Parish Meeting on 5th April 2022: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom suggested that Council should use a PA system and provide powerpoint presentations at Annual Parish Meetings in future.  Council agreed and Cllr. Nicholas to check the availability of a microphone at the Village Hall.  Cllr. Abbott noted that Bedford BC was hoping to provide councils with audio visual equipment.
	JA

	
	
	

	10.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	a) East West Rail Representatives’ Meetings 02.03.22. & 20.04.22.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that at the meeting on 02.03.22. EWR discussed public engagement and noted that 160,000 issues had been raised in the 2021 consultation so the consultation report was not now expected until late summer.  EWR was still considering the BFARE proposal, had funding into 2023 and was reviewing the business case.  They were also carrying out surveys on Rights of Way and councillors had asked for details.  EWR asked for topics for the next meeting and updated costings and the process to the Development Control Order submission was suggested.  Meetings would be held 6 weekly at present.
Cllr. Olney reported that there was little progress in the meeting on 20.04.22 and would circulate minutes once issued.  EWR had agreed to keep recordings of meetings in future and the new CEO would attend the next meeting.
	PO

	
	
	

	
	b) BFARE letter to DfT and meeting 12.04.22.
	

	
	BFARE met 12.04.22. and agreed to send a letter to Mr. Fuller MP requesting a meeting to discuss the provisional EWR public event 18.05.22, the Ombudsman query and invitation for Beth West, the new EWR CEO, to meet the Group; chase Ms. West for a meeting and contact Cambridge Approaches about the 18.05.22. event.  BFARE had advertised the 18.05.22. event.  Network Rail had published a Strategic Statement considering how EWR would fit with the wider network and one of BFARE’s members was reviewing.  The strategy indicated that north/south routes out of London were at capacity so 6 tracks would be needed to accommodate EWR
	

	
	
	

	
	c) East West Rail provisional public meeting 18.05.22.
	

	
	EWR had provisionally scheduled a public meeting at Wyboston Lakes on 18.05.22. from 2.00pm to 8.00pm.  Shuttle buses would be run to and from the event and information had been posted on the website.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police were reviewing their Community Engagement Model which would change the way in which  priorities were set so they had decided to extend the current priority of crime and anti-social use associated with vehicles for the period May to July 2022.
	

	
	There were 5 crimes reported in February,4 assaults without injury and 1 theft  and 9 in March, 3 assaults without injury, 1 attempted burglary, 1 controlling behaviour, 1 harassment, 1 public fear offence, 1 sexual and 1 theft from a vehicle.
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	12.
	Brockwell Meadow Fence:
	Action

	
	Landowner of field where new Pre-School was being built had asked for the fence between the site and Brockwell to be replaced and a gate inserted to allow Pre-School to use the meadow.  The limb of the tree in Brockwell overhanging the fence would need to be removed as it had broken the fence and could allow unauthorised access to Pre-School.  Contractor carrying out the tree works in the village had quoted £80 + VAT to remove the limb but was concerned that it would increase the chance for the remainder oof the tree to fail from winds.  Landowner had noted that the overhanging limb was grafted onto the tree and did not want the whole tree felled.
Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £80 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
Clerk had applied to Bedford BC’s social value project fund for a replacement fence and gate and awaiting a decision.  If the bid was unsuccessful Cllr. Abbott had offered to contribute the cost of the gate from his Ward Fund and Council thanked him.
Council agreed that a legal agreement would be needed with Pre-School on access to the Meadow and that an agreement should also be put in place with residents who had gates onto the Meadow.  Clerk to investigate a standard agreement.
Cllr. Sansom suggested that a planting time scale would be useful for the Meadow and volunteered to provide for discussion at the June meeting.  
Chair noted that a resident had volunteered to put information about things to see in Riverside and Linch Furlong on the website and Facebook and Council thanked them.
	Clerk
Clerk

GS

	
	
	

	13.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	a) trimming trees on the Green
	

	
	Resident had requested trees on Green adjacent to 82,84 & 86 Grenidge Way be lopped whilst contractor was working.  They were not identified as needing work in the inspection report.
Proposed by Cllr.  Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that trees be trimmed very lightly up to a cost of 300.00 + VAT
Resolved
Residents had also asked for the  tree behind 22/24 Ruffs Furze to be trimmed but the tree is on Borough land and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to inspect
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) new label for replacement orchard tree
	

	
	Supplier had quoted £15.00 + VAT to provide a label to match those on existing trees
Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £15.00 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Jubilee Trees:
	Action

	
	a) residents’ sponsorship
	

	
	Resident had asked if they could donate towards the cost of a Jubilee tree or trees.  Tree on the Green was provided by Bedford BC and Council agreed that to suggest they donate trees for Brockwell meadow.  If residents wanted a plaque they would need to provide it and pay for installation and Clerk to advise if it deteriorated in future, residents would need to replace it or Council would remove. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) plaque for tree on the Green
	

	
	A Jubilee oak tree had been planted on the Reynes Drive/Grenidge Way corner of the Green and a resident had requested a plaque for it.  Clerk noted that an A5 one to match the VJ plaque, would cost £155 including engraved stainless steel plaque and delivery + VAT.  Post, plinth and A6 plaque would cost £105 + VAT 
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £155 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022:
	Action

	
	Resident had confirmed that she would play the bugle call at the Beacon lighting event.
Councillors noted that ORA would be holding a party on Friday 03.06.22. with a brass band.  Council discussed a contribution to the event and 
Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that Council contribute up to £500 towards the cost of the brass band for the afternoon, providing car parking would be adequately marshalled 
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Unused Allotment Land:
	Action

	
	The Allotment Committee had suggested that the cleared allotment land could be used for more allotments, wider tracks and some additional fruit trees and Council was content.  
	

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.05.22.
	4.

	
	Ground would need to be harrowed/levelled first.  Clerk had requested quotations to break up and level the ground and received one for £195 + VAT 

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £195.00 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Licence for land at Riverside Island:
	Action

	
	Landowner had given notice to terminate the licence for Riverside island w.e.f. 01.05.22. as he wanted to sell the land.  He was content for Council to remove the seat by the river.  As the seat was a memorial seat Cllr. Nicholas to ask the family if they would like it moved to either Riverside meadow or the orchard. 
	SN

	
	
	

	18.
	Environment Agency (EA) Borehole on Cricket Field:
	Action

	
	Meeting was held 18.03.22. between Oakley Properties (the landowner) ORA and Council (the tenants) and EA to discuss a lease for the borehole, which was used to monitor ground water levels and possibly for pollution tests.  The original lease for the borehole had expired around three years ago and EA was looking to renew.  Oakley Properties suggested that the simplest solution would be for the ORA/Council to grant a sub-lease to the EA for the rest of the term of the ORA/Council lease.  If the landlord exercised the break clause the EA lease would end but the EA could be given the option to renew.  The break clauses were set at March 2031 and March 2051 and EA was content that a 20 year interval would fit with their standard model.  There was currently a prohibition on sub-letting except to sports clubs so a Declaration would be needed or the new lease would be in breach of the current lease.  EA would pay ORA/Council solicitor costs within reason and would be responsible for maintenance of the borehole and reinstatement or recompense for any damage to the land.  Oakley Properties solicitor might be able to act for the ORA and Council if there was no  conflict of interest.  Clerk noted that solicitor who had previously acted for Council now moved to Roythornes in Peterborough. 
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that Council appoint their own solicitor and Clerk investigate whether the solicitor who previously dealt with the lease would act and the cost involved 
Resolved
There was a soakaway adjacent to the borehole and EA had suggested ORA might wish to investigate whether there was a better location for it or a means to address the existing soil conditions to allow it to be more effective.  If the soakaway flooded water could enter the borehole.  
Cllr. Sansom noted that a resident was concerned about the soakaway flooding the ditch between the field and neighbouring properties.  Clerk to advise ORA and EA. 
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	a) barbed wire fence at Oakley bridges
	

	
	Resident was concerned about the barbed wire fence at Oakley bridges and had asked for the iron fence previously there to be replaced.  Land was not owned by Council or Bedford BC and Cllr. Saunders confirmed that the fence was legal and landowner was not intending to replace as it would be knocked down again by floods.  Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC weed spraying of verges
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that  weed spraying of verges would begin 25.04.22.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Bedford BC was still spraying weeds when many other councils had stopped for environmental reasons and were using alternatives such as weed burners.  Council agreed to write to Bedford BC asking them to consider more environmentally friendly methods.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the £150 Council Tax rebate had been paid to 21 thousand residents.  Cllr. Rider was stepping down as portfolio holder for Adult Services to be replaced by Cllr. Crofts and Martin Purbrick had been appointed as Director of Children’s Services.  A first past the post system of voting would be used for the May 2023 elections including the Police and Crime Commissioner post and a requirement for voters to show ID was due to be introduced during the current Parliament.  Temporary markings at the Clapham roundabout were not working well and had been amended.  The resurfacing programme had been published and traffic lights were currently being installed.  All were expected to be operational by the end of June.  

The Local Plan 2040 consultation would run from 15.06.22. to 29.07.22. and Government would not allow Bedford BC to delay the process.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that the Central Area Growth Board was making decisions on the central area of the Oxford/Cambridge arc but no information was available on the Borough website.  Milton Keynes Council had published details on their website.  Cllr. Abbott to update Council at the June meeting.  232 visas had been issued for Ukranian refugees.  Longholme lake was 100 years old in 2023 and work was being carried out to improve it.  The fee for Jubilee street party road closures had been waived but residents needed to apply for a closure by 22.05.22.

Cllr. Saunders was concerned that parking on yellow lines in St. Peter’s Street was restricting traffic to one lane.
	JA
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	21.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting –1st March 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00130/TPO – works to 9 trees at Foxley, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 07.03.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00131/TPO – works to 4 trees at Oak Lodge, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 07.03.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/03346/FUL & 21/03347/LBC - renovation and alterations to existing annexe accommodation at 29 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.03.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00349/S73 – variation/removal of condition 1 of 17/00702/S73 to allow for retention of fishing lodge at Willow Vale

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided that Condition 1 of the original decision of the Planning Permission is retained so that planning permission would need to be renewed again after a further 5 years and that the fishing lodge remains a temporary building built of temporary materials.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.03.22. for  a further 5 years with the condition that it is only used as a fishing lodge/recreational use and shall at no time be occupied as a separate or self-contained dwelling unit

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00464/TPO - works to 18 trees at Village Hall, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.04.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01263/FUL - erection of oak framed cart shed with home office above at 29 Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the height does not adversely impact neighbours.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 21.04.22. on the grounds that the proposal would disrupt the historic relationship between buildings within the site and introduce a bulky, incongruous building that fails to reference the character of the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00283/FUL – garage conversion to form home office & gym and extension to form store at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.04.22.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	22/00492/FUL - two storey side extension, single storey rear extension & canopy to front at 16 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.04.22.

	
	
	

	
	Prior notification for single storey rear extension(s) between 4 and 8 metres depth had been given for Hartford House, Church Lane
	


	
	21/02394/MAO - houses off Station Road.  Bedford BC had advised that applicants were undertaking further capacity testing and more work on noise and highway issues.  They had also requested more information regarding open spaces and the case officer had yet to receive comments from the housing officer.  An extension of time until the 30.05.22. had been agreed with the applicants.  Mr. Fuller MP had commented that planning issues were principally a matter for the Borough Council but he was grateful for being kept advised.
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st March 2022
	

	
	Application No.
	a) 22/00464/TPO - works to 18 trees at Village Hall, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 22/00492/FUL - two storey side extension, single storey rear extension & canopy to front at 16 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 22/00414/TPO - works to group of sycamores and one oak at Milford House, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection
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	Application No.
	d) 22/00556/TPO - works to 8 trees, including felling one lime, at The Laurels, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 22/00559/TPO - work to three trees at Parklands, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 22/00571/TPO - works to 10 trees at Spinney Bungalow, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 22/00283/FUL - garage conversion to form home office & gym with extension to form garden store at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	h) 22/00582/FUL - single storey rear extension at 29 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	i) 22/00740/FUL - single storey rear extension at 8 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	j) 22/00744/MAO - outline application for a residential development of up to 12 dwellings including access, with all other matters reserved at land west of Pavenham Road





	
	Parish Comments
	Objection on the grounds that the application does not conform to either Bedford BC Local Plan 2030 or Oakley Neighbourhood Plan (NDP).  Sufficient affordable housing had been provided in the sites allocated in the NDP and no new survey of Oakley residents had been carried out to determine their need for additional affordable housing.  Any new sites required to meet affordable housing targets in the 2040 Local Plan would be allocated by Council/NDP Group.  Development would also  have a detrimental effect on the Great Ouse valley, the views across the valley and the setting of Stafford Bridge contrary to the NDP policy.  In addition, the Planning Inspector had already dismissed an appeal for housing on this site as it would be an incongruous and unsympathetic addition to the settlement in this location, a different layout or reduced number of dwellings would not be able to achieve an acceptable form of development and additional planting would not alter the poor integration with the rest of the village. 

Cllr. Sansom had advised neighbouring residents of the application and Cllr. Abbott had called it in to be discussed by the Planning Committee.  Council discussed whether Cllr. Abbott, as a member of the Committee should vote on the application.   Chair suggested that it was unwise as it would be difficult to prove that he had considered the application with an open mind and this could jeopardise the Borough’s decision in the event of an appeal. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	k) 22/00796/S73 - variation of approved plan 20/02658/FUL condition 2 to allow for changes to the appearance/design on single storey front extension with garage conversion & lanterns to flat roof over existing rear extension at 84 Lincroft


	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	l) 21/03047/S73 additional information - for variation of condition 12 attached to 20/02361/S73 (which replaced 18/02691/FUL) to allow for increased hours of operation at Oakley Pre-School on land behind Methodist Church, High Street


	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	m) 22/00893/FUL - demolition of existing 2 storey dwelling, removal of existing pool & erection of new 2 storey dwelling with single storey rear annexe/garden room at Orchard Lea 15 Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	n) 21/00068/REF - appeal against refusal of 20/02359/OUT (outline application with all matters reserved except access for erection of two dwellings) on land  61 to 69 Oakley Road, Clapham

	
	Parish Comments
	Council had no comments as the application was unlikely to affect Oakley.


	22.
	Planning Policy:
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC Local Plan 2040 consultation
	

	
	Draft Local plan 2040 would be issued for consultation in June.   Bedford BC had advised that they were not able to offer early consultation about the sites proposed to be allocated in the Local Plan 2040.  The consultation would be for eight weeks and all representations made would be passed on to the Inspector, who would take them all into account.  NDP Group would be meeting in June and Council to agree a response to the consultation at the July meeting.
	Clerk
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	b) review of Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	The Neighbourhood Plan was due for review as it had been “made” for two years. The review would commence in May and Cllr. Olney would be arranging a meeting of the NDP Group.  Cllr. Sansom suggested Council ask Bedford BC how to carry out the review as they are in the process of preparing a new Local Plan.  Council agreed.  
	PO
Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Bedford BC request for bids for social value projects
	

	
	Applications had to be submitted by 30.04.22. and Clerk had applied for a new fence and gate between Brockwell meadow and Pre-School.  Awaiting a decision from Bedford BC on whether the bid was successful.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	a) Village Hall
	

	
	Village Hall had requested a grant of £1,800.00 to cut back trees overhanging the road and Scout Hut and fell the lime tree overhanging the sub-station.  Total cost of project 1,800.00 and balance, if necessary, would be taken from reserves.  All 8 Committee Members were Oakley residents.
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that £1,000.00 be granted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Country Days
	

	
	Country Days had requested a grant of £1,000.00 to improve facilities for their outdoor learning courses.  In particular, to build two more rain shelters, make improvements to their compostable toilet facilities and develop more biodiversity at the Nature Reserve by planting a hedgerow alongside the new perimeter.  Total cost of project 30,000.00 and balance would be sought from fundraising, donations and other funders

15 young people that either live in Oakley or come from the primary schools in the area had attended the courses.  
Council had previously agreed not to support the organisation unless Oakley residents were using the courses 

Proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £100 be granted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	25.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th April 2022
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.22.
	£44,482.00

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.042.22.
	£7,257.19

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,999.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£84,377.01


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Post Office
	Directory
	20.00
	

	
	Carpet Bowls
	Directory
	7.00
	

	
	VC Property
	Directory
	70.00
	

	
	Floor Heat
	Directory
	65.00
	

	
	Preece
	Directory
	40.00
	

	
	NLW
	Directory
	30.00
	

	
	Young 's Yoga
	Directory
	20.00
	

	
	Forestry Fuels
	Directory
	30.00
	

	
	Bays Media
	Directory
	20.00
	

	
	Badminton
	Directory
	15.00
	

	
	Village Hall
	Directory
	20.00
	

	
	Day Centre
	Directory
	25.00
	

	
	Whites 
	Directory
	70.00
	

	
	EMC
	Directory
	40.00
	

	
	Ideal Builds
	Directory
	65.00
	

	
	NLW
	Newsletter
	108.00
	

	
	Just-In Line
	Directory
	70.00
	

	
	O for Coffee
	Newsletter
	72.00
	

	
	Barton 
	Directory
	70.00
	

	
	Oak. Ringers
	Directory
	20.00
	

	
	CMAT (Lincroft)
	Directory
	70.00
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	0.06
	

	
	Bedfordia
	Directory
	70.00
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	Oakley Upholstery
	Directory
	40.00
	

	
	Woodworth
	Directory
	40.00
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - first half
	27875.00
	

	
	HTB
	Interest 
	628.12
	

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	0.51
	

	
	
	Total
	£29,600.69
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.
	

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March & April
	307.66
	s/o
	

	
	Salaries
	March & April payment 
	2582.49
	s/o
	

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	March & April payment 
	754.66
	1748
	

	
	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	937.79
	1749
	

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	15.35
	d/d
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	2,617.75
	1750
	

	
	Warners of Bedford
	Clearing allotment plots
	1,068.00
	1751
	

	
	Oakley Properties
	Cricket Field rent 2022/23
	805.85
	1752
	

	
	Paice
	2021/22 pay increase
	144.50
	1753
	

	
	V C Property Maintenance
	Installing village entrance signs
	144.00
	1754
	

	
	Information Commissioner
	Data protection fee 2022/23
	40.00
	1755
	

	
	Paice
	Replacement apple tree for orchard
	36.00
	1756
	

	
	Village Hall
	Hire of Hall 05.04.22.
	36.00
	1757
	

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March & April
	307.66
	s/o
	

	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	April payment
	350.18
	1758
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Payments Made:
	
	
	
	

	BATPC
	Affiliation fee 2022/23
	539.00
	1759
	

	Riches
	Internal audit fee
	135.00
	1760
	

	Lewis
	April pay not in s/o
	23.42
	1761
	

	Village Hall
	Hire of Hall 03.05.22.
	18.00
	1762
	


	
	Total
	10205.47
	
	

	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	
	
	
	Clerk


	
	
	

	
	b) internal Audit report
	

	
	Internal audit had been carried out 29.04.22.  Auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  Council thanked the Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Annual Governance Statement
	

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Clerk and Chair signed section 1 of the audit return.  
	

	
	
	

	
	d) 2021/22 end of year accounts
          
	

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that accounts and section 2 of the audit return be approved.

Resolved 
Responsible Financial Officer and Chair signed accounts.
Clerk and Chair signed section 2 of the audit return.  
	

	
	
	

	
	e) annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2022/23.  

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom, that risk assessment be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	f) annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2022/23.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk
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	g) review of direct debits & standing orders
	

	
	Council reviewed payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School, allotment rent and allotment water.  

Standing orders for monthly salary payments would need to be amended so proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Olney that standing order be changed to pay litter picker/bus shelter cleaner £383.69 p.m. from May 2022.  Standing order for Clerk’s salary to be amended in June. 

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Council continue to make monthly standing order payments of £153.83 to the Old School, annual direct debit payment of £420 to Bedford BC for allotment rent, to pay variable direct debit payments to Anglian Water for allotment water and to cancel Zoom subscription as meetings were now being held in person again
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) website renewal
	

	
	Bays Media had quoted £1,200 to continue to host and manage the website for 2022/23, £60 for hosting mailboxes and £20 domain name renewal totalling £1,280 (no VAT)

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the quotation for £1,280 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i) clerks’ 2021/22 pay award
	

	
	National pay award for 2021/22 had been agreed and back pay of £227.04 had been paid with March salary. 

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that Clerk’s salary be increased to £13,009.44 p.a. (scale point 30) for 14 hours p.w. w.e.f. 01.04.21.
	

	
	
	

	
	j) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that expenses of £136.98 for January – March be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	26.
	Date of Next Meeting: 7th June 2022 
	


 m
