 OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 11.01.22.                          




      
      1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 11th January 2022 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chair), J. Abbott, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, P. White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: S. Fardon (personal), M Frampton (illness), S. Nicholas (illness), P. Phillips (illness), R. Saunders (personal)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 9 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllrs. Abbott, Sansom & Walker for item 12 as members of the ORA.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th December 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had asked Bedford BC to clear leaves from Church Lane footway as it was slippery and dangerous and resident in Reynes Drive to cut back vegetation overhanging the footway.  Following reports of dog mess on the gate, Clerk had requested a dog bin at the entrance to the  Stevington Walk and also by railway line.  Bedford BC had advised that that due to financial pressures they would only install new bins in extreme circumstances.  Following concern from a resident, the Tree Officer had inspected the poplar trees in Chapel Pound from the path and could not see anything that indicated they are a danger to people or property.  As they are on private land the Borough Council could not pursue further.  Further replacements of lighting columns in poor condition were programmed to start in mid-January until early March and disruption was expected to be minimal.  Manhole cover by the sluice near the twin bridges had been left off and Cllr. Abbott had replaced.  Council thanked him.
	

	
	Speed Cameras – no response from police about monitoring levels.   21 notices of prosecution were issued in November, 18 for speeds up to 40mph and 3 for speeds between 43mph and 49mph.
	

	
	Parking – vehicle blocking the footway in Lovell Road had been reported to police.
	

	
	Litter Bins - Riverside Meadow bin was missed again w/c 13.12.21, 27.12.21. & 10.01.22. Station Road bin was also missed 10.01.21.  Reported to Bedford BC.
	

	
	Christmas Lights – bulb had blown on lights at churchyard on 10.12.21. but Cllr. White had re-set and Council thanked him.  Derigging had been completed and contractor had advised that one of the three sets of lights on the small tree no longer worked and one set had broken wires, which he might be able to repair but Council might want to consider purchasing new more robust lights – see item 23b).  Cllr. White noted that there was no longer a starburst effect on churchyard lights and Clerk to pursue with contractor.
	

	
	Orange Sacks – Bedford BC had advised that they are not currently providing orange sacks for residents with orange bins.  Extra recycling placed in a cardboard box or clear sack will be collected alongside the orange bin.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th December 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Calendar of Meetings 2022/23:
	Action

	
	05.04.22. Annual Parish Meeting


01.11.22.

03.05.22. 




06.12.22.

07.06.22.




03.01.23. Finance Advisory Group 


05.07.22.




10.01.23.
 

06.09.22.




07.03.23.

04.10.22.




04.04.23. Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	Resolved to accept
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) had advised that an increase in the police precept would be needed for Bedfordshire Police to maintain its current position and meet the costs of pay and price increases.  Government would allow PCCs to raise their precept by up to £10 p.a. for a band D home and PCC was asking whether this would be supported.  Council supported the increase but would want additional resources used in the rural area as well as the town.
	Clerk

	
	There were 7 crimes reported in December, 3 assaults, 1 malicious communication, 1 harassment, 1 possession of drugs and 1 theft
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	9.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft tender document.
Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Olney that document be approved

Resolved  Clerk to issue 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Annual Tree Inspection:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £4,000 (no VAT) for works to trees in Riverside Meadow, the island, Parsonage Close, Ruffs Furze green, the Green, High Street/Reynes Drive green, Grange Green, Linch Furlong and The Furlong.  Clerk had requested further quotations and was awaiting one.  Other companies were not interested.  Council suggested additional companies.
Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk be authorised to accept the lowest quotation received by 01.02.22.
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	 
	

	11.
	Tree Planting
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to supply 3 black poplars and 25 mixed, native shrubs for Riverside Meadow and awaiting responses.  Cllr. Sansom noted that an apple tree had died in the orchard and Council agreed that Clerk to purchase a replacement heritage tree.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Oakley Sports & Social Club:
	Action

	
	NALC had advised that Council was a custodian trustee and must not be involved in the running of the facility. If the charity became unviable Council could seek the agreement of the Charity Commission to become the sole trustee and to run the facility.  Councillors had requested clarification on Council’s role as the accountable body of last resort if the Oakley Recreational Association (ORA) became financially unviable and in representing residents’ concerns.  NALC had responded that if the ORA ceased to exist then Council would still be a party to the lease and have obligations to the landlord.  However, it would not be responsible for the operation of the charity as it is not a trustee.  If the ORA ceased to be viable it would be a matter for the Charity Commission as to what happened to the charity assets (including its interest in the land) and not a decision for the Parish Council.  The position of Council as a custodian trustee gave it no rights only obligations to the landlord on behalf of the charity.
ORA had advised that their constitution had not been changed but it was outdated and they would be reviewing.

Cllrs. Abbott & Sansom had attended the ORA/OSSC meeting 11.01.22. and commented that discussion was positive.  They had noted that everyone wanted the facility to be successful and councillors were only present to represent residents’ concerns.  ORA/OSSC would try and arrange additional parking for large events in the future, possibly at Lincroft School and were looking at mitigation measures for regular events such as car rallies.  They invited councillors to attend the various clubs or visit the facilities.  They would also provide Council with the names of club leaders but Cllr. Abbott had commented that it was ORA/OSSC responsibility to resolve any problems.  
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022:
	Action

	
	Beacon timings had been amended so that they would be lit at 9.45pm.  Pipers would play at 9.35pm (Clapham had sourced a piper) and buglers had been requested to play a specially commissioned call at 9.40pm and choirs asked to perform a Song for the Commonwealth as the beacon was lit.  Clerk to ask the Oakley bugler if she would be interested in playing and if Lincroft choir would like to perform.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Allotment and Linch Furlong Gates:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations and received one for £541.20 + VAT for treated softwood posts and one for £639.00 + VAT for treated oak posts
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £639.00 + VAT be accepted as oak posts would be more durable
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Allotment Works:
	Action

	
	a) digging out ditch
	

	
	Outlet pipe had been cleared and contractor had advised that ditch should be dredged to prevent water flowing back along the pipe in heavy rain.  Clerk had received quotations for £800 + VAT to excavate (contractor would cut back vegetation and would try to keep the fence but it might be pulled up) and £600 + VAT including flailing vegetation & hedge and reaching over the fence.  Spoil would be deposited on the far side of the ditch.
Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £800 + VAT be accepted so hedge was not flailed
Resolved
	Clerk
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	b) clearing unusable plot
	

	
	One quotation had been received for £2,364 (no VAT) to cut down vegetation and remove rubbish (excluding building materials & tyres) from the site.  Green waste would be recycled.  One quotation had been received for £2,080 (no VAT) to level the area, dig out bramble roots, re-establish a roadway using materials from the site for base and supply and lay 10 tonnes of recycled MOT hardcore for the roadway.

Council agreed that brambles roots should be removed as part of the clearance work and Clerk to obtain quotations.  Work to establish a roadway to be discussed in March.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Playground Inspections and Repairs:
	Action

	
	Quarterly inspection had indicated that no work was required at The Furlong.  At the Green, the surfacing was damaged around the group swing and zip wire, fixings were loose on the group swing and the slide was damaged.
Kompan had quoted £1,964.70 + VAT to supply new slide and side panels.  Contractor would charge £200.00 + VAT to remove and dispose of the old slide and fit the new one.  
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr.  Olney that quotations for £1,964.70 and £200 + VAT be accepted

Resolved

Chair noted that she had been contacted by a company about removing moss from the play area and company would contact Clerk.
Clerk noted that painting and wood treating identified in the annual inspection could not be carried out until the weather improved.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	New Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to install new signs and received one for £200 (no VAT) and one for £120 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. /Abbott that quotation for £120 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	responsibility for green areas in Dewlands/Ruffs Furze
	

	
	Highways had advised that there were no water pipes under land between Dewlands and Ruffs Furze and they had requested information on other utilities.  Once resolved the tree team would discuss with Council how many and what species of tree could be planted and whether they would be parish or Borough responsibility.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Abbott noted that resurfacing of the roads at Church Lane triangle had been included in the 2022/23 Borough programme.  Councillors commented that Lovell Road beyond the junction also needed resurfacing.
Cllr. White reported that the bpha fence at the Lovell Road/Station Road junction was falling down and Clerk to ask bpha to repair.  
	JA

Clerk

	+-*
	
	

	19.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that Bedford BC was proposing a 1.99% increase in the core Council Tax and a 2.00% increase for adult social care.  Income from Council Tax in 2021/22 was £4 million more than expected and there were no cuts anticipated to frontline services.  The additional monies would be used for road repairs including  £1.25 million on improving the concrete road in Thurleigh.  Clapham Road works were on time and the Borough Council was still reviewing the slip road onto Manton Lane as, although it met Government standards, residents were concerned about the visibility.  The new PSPO for the town centre would exclude skateboards and e-scooters as well as bicycles and Government grants were available via Bedford BC to hospitality and leisure businesses affected by Omicron.  The Borough Council had granted £1K to Oakley Pre-School for decking on their new building and Cllr. Abbott had also donated £2K from his Ward Fund to the new Pre-School.  The Planning Service was being reviewed and engagement between councillors and officers was considered good.  There was still a shortage of officers and Bedford BC was trying to recruit short term staff to reduce the workload.  They were also hoping to offer pre-application advice again by March.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned about an increase in building without permission then seeking retrospective approval.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the Enforcement Team was being rebuilt to help combat the problem.  Chair commented that the digital review of the Borough Council had not yet considered Planning. 
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 7th December 2021
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01721/S73 - variation of approved plans conditions 2 & 3 of 20/02658/FUL to allow for changes to front extension at 84 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.12.21.
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	Application No.
	21/01459/FUL – single storey front extension at 12 Hunts Path 

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 10.12.21.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that Bedford BC had confirmed that planning permission was not needed for a side extension and garage conversion at 10 Copthorne Close.

An appeal had been also lodged against refusal of application 21/01795/FUL for a single storey side extension at Courtyard Barn, The Drive.  Council had objected on the grounds that the proposed extension would still overdevelop the site and be out of keeping with the surrounding buildings and there was no opportunity to make further comments.
Cllr. Sansom asked about progress on the application for houses off Station Road and Cllr. Abbott to pursue.
	Action
JA

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th December 2021 

	
	Application No.
	a) 21/03233/FUL – single storey rear & side extension.  Replacement higher roof over garage to create storage at 68 High Street


	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 21/03275/FUL - two storey front extension at 22 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 21/03346/FUL & 21/03347/LBC - renovation and alterations to existing annexe accommodation at 29 Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments
	No objection


	21.
	Planning Policy:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC was carrying a full review of the planning process and had specifically asked whether Council received timely notice of planning applications, about access to plans, given paper copies were no longer available and how Council contacted Planning and how easy it was to do so.  Council was content that applications were circulated in a timely manner but Councillors had had difficulty accessing online plans and plans were not labelled so it was time consuming to identify information.  Cllr. Abbott noted that applicants labelled plans in different ways therefore the V number system was used to provide uniformity.  The online planning system used by the Borough Council was used by most Local Authorities and a contents list was now provided to identify the information in documents but it would be too costly to change to a new system.  Clerk noted that it was quicker to contact Planning by email as calls were routed to customer services.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – consultation on street trading licence for fish & chip van operator
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on renewal of street trading licence for a fish & chip van which operated in Oakley.  Council had no objections.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Fire Service – consultation on budget 2022/23
	

	
	Fire Service was consulting on a proposal to increase their precept by 1.99%, i.e. a Band D charge of £104.45 p.a. or an increase for a Band D property of £2.04 p.a.  Council appreciated the work of the Fire Service and supported the proposal.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 31st December 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	atWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.21.
	£32,544.02

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.21.
	£  7,256.50

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Oakley Building Company
	Newsletter advertising
	£432.00
	

	
	Walker
	Allotment rent 
	£19.91
	

	
	Hutson
	Allotment rent 
	£19.91
	

	
	NatWest 
	Interest 
	£0.06
	

	
	
	Total
	£471.88
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Salaries
	December payment 
	£1,158.30
	s/o

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£67.25
	d/d

	
	Oakley Village Hall
	S.106 donation
	£1,054.80
	1732

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	December payment
	£333.42
	1733


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Warners
	Clearing allotment ditch pipe
	£450.00
	1734

	P Murfitt
	Removing Linch Furlong fence
	228.00
	1735

	White Hart Press
	Printing Winter Newsletter
	£795.00
	1736

	DM Payroll Services
	Payroll administration - second half 2021/22
	£96.00
	1737

	Bishop
	Re-fixing Station Road litter bin
	£50.00
	1738

	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£836.41
	1739

	
	Total
	£5,223.01
	

	 
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk
	

	
	
	

	
	b) budget and precept 2022/23
	

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft budget.  Finance Group had recommended three new items of expenditure:- 

£9,906 to replace the log climber or roundabout from CIL monies that needed to be spent by May 2023

£2,000 for a solar panel on Highfield Road speed watch sign plus new posts for speed watch signs, if these were not installed by Bedford BC, 

£1,000 for improvements to Brockwell Meadow – delayed due to Covid 19 and funded from Directory income.
Clerk noted that the contractor had advised that 1,000 new, more robust, low voltage lights for the small tree at the churchyard would cost £445.00 + VAT.  As the solar panel for the sign was likely to cost around £800,  

proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £445.00 be included in the new projects budget for new Christmas lights

Resolved 
Finance Group recommended a 1.9% increase in the precept to £55,750 which would decrease the band D rate by 0.3% from £56.73 to £56.55.  
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that budget be adopted and a precept of £55,750 be set for 2022/23 

Resolved
Chair & Clerk signed the precept request
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr.  Jones  that expenses of £112.01 for October - December be paid

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of Next Meeting: 1st March 2022
	

	
	
	


 m
