 OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.12.21.                          




      
      1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th December 2021 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman) J. Abbott, S. Fardon, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, S. Nicholas, R. Saunders, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice &       1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 
	

	
	Resident was concerned that the access issue had not been resolved before the Brockwell Meadow plan was circulated.  No meeting with neighbours and the machine had taken place, the minimum width of the path had not been agreed and other methods of clearing the grass had not been considered.  In addition, the time scale had been reduced with planting scheduled for early 2022 rather than the Autumn.  Resident noted that Pre-School works would be blocking the path into January – see item 9.  
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: M Frampton (illness), J. Walker (illness,) P. White (business)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 9 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllr. Olney for item 15 as a member of Church Council.  Cllr. Nicholas for item 16 as an allotment tenant and item 22 as a relative of a Village Hall Committee Member.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd November 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Chair had confirmed to AKS Tuning that Council would not want, nor had funds available to change the surface of Willow Vale and future discussions would be for AKS Tuning, the Borough and where necessary the residents.  No engine idling notices had disappeared from outside Lincroft School and Cllr. Abbott had asked Bedford BC to replace.
	

	
	Parking – parking on Church Lane/Ruffs Furze junction was still a problem and Police were pursuing. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras – no response from police about monitoring levels.   32 notices of prosecution were issued in October, 23 up to 39mph, 5 at 40mph, 2 at 42mph, 1 at 43mph and 1 at 48mph.
	

	
	Litter Bins - bin in Pavenham Road was finally emptied 16.11.21. after six weeks but Riverside Meadow and bin by High Street bus stop missed.  Riverside bin was missed again 29.11.21.  Clerk had discussed Riverside bin with Bedford BC and they had proposed relocating it on the verge side of the fence at their expense so it was more visible to refuse collectors.  Council was content.
	

	
	Gates and fences – contractor had advised that he could not fit new posts on allotment and Linch Furlong gates as a digger would be needed.  Clerk was seeking new quotations.  Willow Vale fence had been removed. 
	

	
	Christmas Lights – lights had been switched on 27.11.21.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd November 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	

	
	Network Meeting 04.11.21.
	Action

	
	Cllr. Jones had attended and reported that the Police Commissioner had been unable to attend so the meeting discussed planning and infrastructure.  There was an update on the Local Plan 2040 indicating 1275 dwellings p.a. would be required.  Responses to the consultation were being analysed and Government policy did not include new infrastructure to manage the higher population, road overcrowding and lack of amenities.  A large number of houses had been allocated to Stewartby as they were needed for the Oxford Cambridge Arc.  The current plan to 2030 needed to accommodate an extra 305 houses or developers would be able to build on any green field land.  The Borough Planning Department was very short of staff but was interviewing to increase numbers.  Planning consent had been granted for a drive through McDonalds at Fairfield Park and the A6 would need to carry traffic from the 500 new homes at Clapham.  Cllr. Olney noted that traffic from development at Sharnbrook and smaller villages would also need to use the A6.  Cllr. Abbott added that the Clapham development was on hold due to Environment Agency concerns about sewage disposal.   East West Rail was due to announce the preferred route next Spring and the statutory consultation would follow in the Summer.  High Street works would be completed in November and Clapham Road and Ampthill Road works by Spring 2022.  
Cllr. Jones had raised the issue of bins not being emptied and the Mayor would investigate and report back within two weeks.  Another attendee noted that Russell Park bins were overflowing and the Mayor commented that Bedford BC was short of drivers as they were leaving for better paid jobs.

Mayor advised that the Clean Streets app was no longer used by Bedford BC, despite originally being recommended by the Borough, because the website was being run by a different company which was not licensed to use it.  Cllr. Jones had commented that the reporting page of the Borough website was very poor.
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	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	priority setting meeting 19.01.22.
	

	
	Meeting to discuss priorities for next quarter to be held 19.01.22. and Cllr. Jones to attend.  Council priorities remained visible and community policing, including police visits to schools.  Chair noted that he had met with the Speed Watch Assistant Co-ordinator and raised the issues that the camera data was insufficiently detailed to enable targeted speed watch events and that no response had been received about frequency of monitoring.  Assistant Co-ordinator was pursuing.
	PJ


	
	
	

	9.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	Following the site meeting on 03.10.21, the plan had been updated so that there was more mown, open space in the centre for a play area and a wide, mown, open space around the entire area.  The shrubs adjacent to fences of properties would be left untouched, shrubs/trees overhanging properties on Reynes Drive would be cut back, the “naturally wet grassland area” would be replaced by an “area of natural wildflower grassland” and an area would be planted with fruit trees.  Discussions would be held with neighbours to ensure that clearing of shrubs along the path from Brockwell to allow access for a mini tractor/mower would be kept to a minimum, a removable, locked bollard would be installed on the path to prevent unauthorised access and gate to/from Pre-School would enable children to use the Meadow during lesson time only.  It would not be available at Pre-School opening and closing times.  Clerk had circulated a letter and a copy of the revised plan to residents in Brockwell, Reynes Drive and Bevery Close explaining the changes, the timescale for the work and requesting tree guardians to water new trees.  Cllr. Sansom noted that the plan reflected the comments made by residents and needed to be agreed before tenders for the work could be issued.  Council had agreed to meet with neighbours to discuss the reduction of the laurel hedge and bring the grass clearing machine and would do so.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that laurel was not a native species and had little biodiversity value and suggested replacing it with hawthorn.  Council agreed that Clerk to prepare tender documents which would require contractors to specify the machine to collect the grass from the wildflower areas and would ask for suggestions for alternative grass collection methods.  Grass cutting the rest of the Meadow was included in the current contract and would be excluded from the tender. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Annual Tree Inspection:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £4,000 (no VAT) for works to trees in Riverside Meadow, the island, Parsonage Close, Ruffs Furze green, the Green, High Street/Reynes Drive green, Grange Green, Linch Furlong and The Furlong.  Clerk had requested further quotations and received none.  One company was booked up until March 2022 and others had not responded.  
Councillors suggested two other companies and Clerk to request further quotations for January meeting.
	Clerk

	
	 
	

	11.
	Tree Planting
	Action

	
	Woodland Trust tree had been delivered and Cllr. Sansom had planted in Riverside Meadow.  

In line with tree walk discussions Council agreed Clerk to obtain quotations to supply 3 black poplars and 25 mixed, native shrubs for Riverside Meadow and residents/local organisations would be asked to assist with planting.  A planting plan would be required for the Green and so trees would be planted in 2022.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	12.
	Bollards on the Green:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received two quotations to replace two bollards which had rotted and been knocked out of the ground. One for £320 + VAT for treated oak posts and one for £185 + VAT for treated softwood posts.  Other contractors were not interested in quoting.
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £320 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Litter Bins:
	

	
	a) re-fixing bin in Station Road
	Action

	
	Station Road bin had been removed from its base and Clerk had received one quotation to re-fix it for £50.00 (no VAT)
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £50.00 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) replacement bin for High Street opposite Hazel Kaye
	

	
	Council had included £660 in the 2021/22 budget for Bedford BC to replace the bin opposite Hazel Kaye.  Bin there was larger than those at Lovell Road bus stops, which still had small blue bins, so proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Council agreed to replace the bin at the Old School bus stop instead. 
Resolved
Clerk had discussed Bedford BC and they had no objection in principle but would need to carry out a site visit to ensure there was room for the larger bin.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to make a site inspection and replace the bin if feasible.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	Cllr. Saunders was concerned that there were no dog bins along the paths to Stevington and beside the railway line as theses were heavily used by dog walkers and dog mess was regularly left.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC if they would empty dog bins at these locations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Oakley Sports & Social Club:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested advice from BATPC on accountability under the joint lease.  They had forwarded to NALC for a legal opinion and awaiting a response.  Residents and councillors were concerned about parking during recent OSSC fireworks events, as emergency vehicles would not have been able to pass through the village and during Saturday football training.  ORA had advised that numbers at the fireworks event were far in excess of those usually attending and apologised to residents for the disruption.  They were considering advance ticket sales or hiring additional parking for future events and would be discussing at the next ORA meeting to be held shortly.  Cllr. Sansom commented that residents expected large numbers at annual/one off events but numbers attending regular events such as football and car rallies should be restricted to the parking available.  Cllr. Abbott had also received complaints about the fireworks event and was checking whether ORA licences had been contravened.  Clerk to respond to ORA requesting that meeting be held shortly and Cllrs. Abbott & Sansom to attend.  Cllr. Sansom noted that ORA constitution had been changed and Clerk to obtain a copy of the new document.  Council to discuss again when legal advice received
	Clerk

JA/GS

Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022:
	Action

	
	Jubilee celebrations were taking place from 02 – 05.06.22.   Oakley and Clapham would be lighting a beacon at Browns Wood on 02.06.22. and surrounding villages would be invited.  Clerk had asked if the Carnival Committee was organising an event and had not received a response.  Church had suggested a service of thanksgiving and celebration at St Mary's on the same Bank Holiday weekend or one of the adjacent weekends and Council agreed.
Bedford BC was looking to plant a large, native tree, such as oak or hornbeam, in a prominent position in each ward as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy and was looking for suggestions for sites.  Councillors agreed that the Green would be the best site as it was Council owned and open to the public.  Residents could also be asked to help keep it watered. 
	Clerk
JA

	
	
	

	16.
	Allotment Maintenance, Safety and Animal Keeping:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that the infrastructure was deteriorating.  The fence was rotting and rubbish was accumulating.  Clerk noted that a contractor had been appointed to replace posts on allotment and Linch Furlong gates but could no longer carry out the work and Clerk was seeking new quotations.  Council agreed that controlled burning of rubbish could be carried out

A tenant who had a greenhouse adjacent to the path had been asked to cover the glass but had not done so and Clerk to write and ask for it to be covered immediately.  Council considered whether safety/emergency procedures were needed and Cllr. Jones to investigate.  Cllr. Fardon noted that insurance was available through the National Allotment Society and Allotment Committee to consider. 
Resident had requested permission to keep two hand reared pigs on the land on the allotment land unsuitable for cultivation.  Pigs were currently banned from the allotments under the lease with Bedford BC and the lease would need to be amended to enable pigs to be kept.  Clerk noted that under Defra regulations pet pigs were subject to the same regulations as farmed pigs.  They had to be registered, tattooed/tagged if they were moved, movements had to be reported and recorded, and they could not be fed waste from any domestic or commercial kitchen.   
Resident had offered to clear and fence the plot and would install cameras to monitor the pigs but would want use of the land for eight years.  Councillors were concerned that the plot would not be large enough to sustain pigs for that length of time and that it would set a precedent for tenants to keep other livestock.  Cllr. Abbott noted that he had been approached as a Borough Councillor and shared concerns about the welfare of the animals.
Council agreed that the concerns outweighed the benefits and would not support the request.  Cllr. Abbott would pursue with Mayor but would inform him of Council’s reservations.

Cllr. Nicholas noted that monies would need to be allocated in the 2022/23 budget to clear the land and he would investigate costs.
	SN

Clerk

PJ

SN

JA

SN

	
	
	

	17.
	Donation of Red Telephone Box:
	Action

	
	Resident had offered to donate a red telephone box to Council.  Councillors were concerned about the cost of moving, installing, maintaining and insuring it and agreed not to pursue.  
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	responsibility for green areas in Dewlands/Ruffs Furze
	

	
	Bedford BC Property Services had advised that land between Dewlands & Ruffs Furze was not owned by Bedford BC but might be adopted and managed by Highways.  Clerk had asked Highways about underground utilities and was awaiting a response.  Cllr. Abbott to chase.
	JA
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	19.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the Civic Carol Service in Clapham on 05.12.21. had been a very enjoyable event and he thanked Cllr. Walker as Speaker of the Borough Council for arranging.  A case of the Omicron Covid variant had been identified in Bedford and as it was spreading faster than other variants, Bedford BC was seeking more volunteers for vaccination centres.  The problems with green bin collections, due to a lack of drivers, had been resolved and the final collection for 2021 had been made.  Bedford BC still needed to make cuts so was moving to digital services wherever possible.  Mayor had recently given a presentation about the Oxford/Cambridge Arc and had expressed concern about the lack of funding for infrastructure as local councils had insufficient funds to provide.  All councils along the Arc had indicated that they could not accept additional housing without accompanying infrastructure.  The planning scheme of delegation had been revised and the Borough Council was looking to revise it further so that reserved matters applications could be considered by the Planning Committee once the outline application had been granted consent.  At present,  only the initial outline application could be discussed.  Planning Department was currently being reviewed  by the Planning Advisory Service.
Changes had been made to the road layout at the Clapham Road works to reduce congestion leaving Bedford.  Concerns had been raised about the new slip road into Manton Lane and although it complied with national standards, visibility was poor even when barriers were removed so Bedford BC was reviewing.  High Street had re-opened and traffic was flowing faster than when two lanes were available as parked lorries were not blocking vehicles.  Bedford BC was enforcing as vehicles were parking on the footway.  A Borough vehicle had been repurposed into a school parking enforcement van and 29 tickets had been issued in its first week of operation.  The van would also deal with idling outside schools and Cllr. Abbott had asked for it to visit Oakley.  
Cllr. Sansom commented that it was a poor decision not to include a cycle path along the High Street and asked why the waterworks in Clapham Road was no longer being maintained.  Cllr. Abbott noted that there was insufficient space for a cycle lane in the High Street and would ask about the waterworks.
Cllr. Saunders noted that Bedford BC had jetted 8m of the drain under Lovell Road bridge and responsibility for the remainder of the pipe was with Network Rail.  He thanked Highways for an excellent job.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the drain would be jetted again if necessary.  
	JA

	
	
	

	20.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 2nd November 2021
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02619/TPO to fell or reduce whole tree by 2-3m from top & sides at Oakland House Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to reduction.  If it has to be felled for safety reasons, it should be replaced

	
	Decision/Date:
	Following Council comments application was amended to reduce whole tree by 2-3m from top and sides and permission granted 25.11.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02614/TPO - remove lowest limb of oak & reduce width of upper canopy by 2-3m at Kingwood, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.11.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02724/TPO – remove 8 ash trees along boundary fence and cut row of blackthorn trees to approximately 1m stumps at Bedford Arms, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection.  Tree Officer should make the decision.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 01.12.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02685/FUL - single storey rear extension, infill utility room between house & garage, new side elevation windows at ground floor level at 9 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.12.21.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd November 2021 

	
	Application No.
	21/03047/S73 - increase in hours of operation at Oakley Pre-School, on land at rear of Methodist Church, High Street


	
	Parish Comments
	No objection


	21.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford BC – Corporate Plan consultation
	

	
	Because of budgetary pressures the Plan sought to use digital technology where possible.  The Highways reporting tool needed improving as old reports were removed from the system very slowly and it was then impossible to log new reports in the same area.  Cllr. Abbott was pursuing.  Council had no other comments.
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	b) Bedford BC – consultation on Dog Control Orders and Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) for Town Centre from 2022-25
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on extending Dog Control Orders and the PSPO for the Town Centre for a further three years from June 2022.  There were no enclosed areas in Oakley where dogs could be excluded except the fenced play areas on the Green and at The Furlong, both of which had dog grids and Council agreed that these were sufficient.  For the Town Centre, Bedford BC was proposing to include the existing cycling restrictions and additional restrictions on e-scooter use (not including mobility scooters) and skateboarding.  Chair commented that they would need to be enforced and asked whether Bedford BC could seize property preventing further use and how the powers concerning e-scooters dovetailed with the powers that the police had.   Cllr. Abbott noted that there was currently only a power to seize in London not elsewhere but it was hoped that Government would be extending this power in the New Year. 
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – consultation on street trading licences for two ice cream van operators
	

	
	Bedford BC had received applications from two ice cream sellers for Borough wide street trading licences.   Council had no objections.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Village Hall had requested a grant of £1,054.80 to fund replacement of the strip lighting in the foyer, corridor and committee room with inset LED ceiling panels.  Total cost of project 1,054.80 and balance, if necessary, would be from reserves.  All seven Committee Members were Oakley residents and balance of £23,256.76 plus investments of £13,334.46 at 31.08.21.  
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that donation of £1,054.80 be made

Resolved  s. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th November 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.11.21.
	£42,378.55

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.11.21.
	£7,256.44

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Fordham
	Newsletter advertising
	£40.00
	

	
	Devlin
	Allotment rent
	£19.91
	

	
	Elsby
	Allotment rent 
	£10.00
	

	
	NatWest 
	Interest 
	£0.06
	

	
	
	Total
	£69.67
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms November
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Salaries
	November payment 
	£1,158.30
	s/o

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	November payment
	£333.42
	1724


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	The Christmas Decorators
	2021 Christmas lights
	£3,384.00
	1725

	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	2,617.75
	1726

	Arien Designs Ltd
	Replacement entrance signs
	£1,230.00
	1727

	SLCC
	Membership renewal
	£171.00
	1728

	Oakley Properties 
	Rent for land at Riverside 2022
	£100.00
	1729

	RBL Poppy Appeal
	Remembrance wreath - S. 137 donation
	£18.00
	1730

	Oakley Village Hall
	Hire of rooms November & December
	£36.00
	1731

	
	Total
	£9,202.30
	

	 
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) review of litter picker & bus shelter cleaner performance & wages
	

	
	Council was content with the performance of the litter picker and bus shelter cleaner and Clerk to thank her for her work.  Living wage to increase w.e.f. 01.04.22. to £9.50 per hour equating to £353.09 per month
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that salary be increased to £353.09 per month w.e.f. 01.04.22. 
Resolved
	Clerk
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	Bus shelter cleaning wage was within the living wage but proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr.             Fardon that it be increased by 2% to £35.00 per month w.e.f. 01.04.22.

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) budget 2022/23
	

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2022/23.  Replacing the log climber and/or roundabout was included as a CIL project and installing speed watch poles, if Bedford BC would not do so, and trees for Brockwell Meadow were included as new projects.  Council had agreed that money from the Directory advertising should be used for Brockwell meadow works.  Clerk to include additional monies in allotment budget for work to clear the unusable plot.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of Next Meeting: 4th January 2022 – Finance Group



          11th January 2022 - Council   
	


 m
