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         1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th October 2021 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman) S. Fardon, P. Jones, S. Nicholas, G. Sansom, R. Saunders, P. White, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: J. Abbott (illness), M Frampton (illness) P. Olney (personal)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 9 as a relative of a Brockwell resident, Cllr. Nicholas for item 11 as an allotment tenant and Cllr. Saunders for item 16d) as a relative of the applicant
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th September 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested overhanging vegetation be removed from Lincroft path and blocked drains in High Street and Station Road be cleared.  Bedford BC was aware of the problem with the drain under Lovell Road bridge and was waiting for information from Network Rail on their pipe layout to resolve.  Councillors noted that students walking to and from school and pedestrians were being soaked.
Bedford BC and UKPN were disputing responsibility for the hedge adjacent to the sub-station in Westfield Road and Clerk was pursuing with Bedford BC.  Residents had been trimming and Clerk had thanked them
	

	
	Parking – vehicle regularly parked on the junction of Farsands/Reynes Drive had been reported to police who would speak to the owner.  Notices had been placed on vehicles parking on the verge in Dewlands asking owners to park more considerately and vehicles had been moved.  Councillors were concerned about parking on the Church Lane/Ruffs Furze junction and Clerk to report to police.
	

	
	Speed Cameras - Clerk had asked Police & Crime Commissioner about monitoring levels and request had been passed to police.  Awaiting a response.  40 notices of prosecution had been issued in August, 36 up to 39mph, 1 at 40mph, 1 at 44mph and 1 at 49mph.
	

	
	Litter Pick – unfortunately had had to be cancelled as equipment was not available to borrow from Bedford BC.
	

	
	Remembrance Service – two services would be held at the Church and Methodist Church to enable more residents to attend followed by a wreath laying service at the War Memorial.
	

	
	Drone Corridor – Cranfield University drone trial corridor which would extend over Oakley would be active between 23.09.21. and 24.11.21.  Information posted on website.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th September 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Oakley Recreational Association Meeting 14.09.21.
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom reported that ORA/OSCC spent around £10K p.a. on the maintenance of the field.  A new container would be installed shortly so football equipment could be locked away thus reducing the incidents of young people using it in the evenings, which had caused annoyance to some nearby residents.  ORA/OSSC advised that the plastic fence around the football field was an FA requirement now the Oakley team was in the First Division as a larger number of spectators were expected.  He raised the complaints that Council had received regarding noise, disruption and parking issues caused by ORA/OSCC events.  When Council met in September, the classic car rally attendees had taken all parking spaces at the Village Hall, were trying to park across the entrance to the Hall and were making it difficult for parents collecting their children from Village Hall classes.  There was also excessive noise from the cars disturbing those using the Village Hall and nearby residents.  ORA/OSSC had agreed to review and report back to Council.  Cllr. Sansom had commented that it was very important for the ORA/OSCC to discuss plans with Council as joint leaseholders and improving communication with neighbours would minimise the impact of events.  Cllr. Sansom explained that 5 minutes speaking time was standard practice at Council meetings but that longer meetings with the ORA/OSCC could be arranged at any time.  He reminded ORA/OSSC that they should provide a copy of their annual accounts to Council and that funding might be available from local housing developments or charitable bodies.
	

	
	Councillors were concerned that the Field should be run for the benefit of Oakley residents and many of the sports teams’ members were not Oakley residents.  Council discussed ORA/OSSC responsibilities and Clerk to ask BATPC for advice on whether Council was the legally accountable body.  A meeting would then be arranged with ORA/OSSC to discuss issues.  Cllrs. Abbott, Fardon, Sansom and the Clerk to attend.  Cllr. White offered use of the Committee Room and Council thanked him.
	JA/SF/GS

Clerk
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	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	a) Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) meeting 16.09.21.
	

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that the PCC had introduced himself and asked about issues in the villages.  Speeding and lack of visible policing were the main problems.  PCC agreed that police should be more visible and advised that he was recruiting.  PCC had been appointed as National Lead for the ‘Prevention’ portfolio and was responsible for ensuring that early intervention and prevention of crime was the primary strategy and focus for policing priorities across the country.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) priority setting meeting 07.10.21.
	

	
	Cllr. Jones to attend.  Council agreed that Oakley priorities were visible and community policing, including police visits to schools.
	PJ

	
	
	

	
	There were 10 vehicle crimes in the 11 villages in August 2021 compared with 9 in July 2021 and 21 in August 2020.  There were no vehicle crimes in Oakley in July or August 2021.  No other crime figures were yet available for September.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Speed Watch forward plan
	Action

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that some Speed Watch members were disappointed that there was no forward plan.  The expense and impact of new equipment could be reduced depending on the type of panels used and the Group needed to keep recruiting new volunteers.  Many villages had several speed indicator devices and residents were still concerned about speeding.  Chair noted that Speed Watch Group was signed up to the Bedfordshire Police scheme and activities would continue.  Group members had been carrying out additional analysis and Council thanked them but they had decided not to continue to do so.  Council had generously spent over £5K on Speed Watch equipment and the decision had been made not to purchase further equipment.  Council continued to support the Speed Watch scheme and agreed that if the Speed Watch Group wanted to put together a plan to sustain the Group they could bring it back to Council for consideration.
Clerk noted that locations for Speed Watch poles in Highfield Road, High Street & Lovell Road had been approved and awaiting confirmation whether Bedford BC would install the new poles.
	SN

Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	Chair, Cllr. Sansom, Mr. Knight, a representative from Pre-School and residents had attended the meeting 03.10.21. to discuss the meadow.  Council had explained that the plan was for discussion and Council was seeking residents’ suggestions.  Many residents did not like the wet area, one was concerned with loss of playing/picnicking space and those either side of the entrance wanted cover from the shrubs maintained.  Concerns were also raised that Brockwell would be used by parents/carers dropping off/picking up Pre-School children so the gate to Pre-School would need to be kept locked.  The entrance would need to be widened to accommodate the maintenance tractor so a collapsible bollard would be needed to prevent unauthorised access.  Residents had requested that the tree overhanging Reynes drive and the ash tree by the fence be trimmed.  The no dogs sign on the lamp post and the old streetlamp also needed to be removed.  The cover on the new streetlight was not secure and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to fix.
Cllr. Sansom and Mr. Knight would prepare a new plan for the site to present to Council and circulate to residents.  Council thanked Chair, Cllr. Sansom and his family and Mr. Knight for running the event.
	Clerk

Clerk



	
	 
	

	10.
	Linch Furlong:
	Action

	
	Fence around the parking area had rotted and Clerk had requested quotations to repair it and the vehicle gate.  One contractor suggested replacing two posts at the entrance and connecting to railings in the bushes and trimming back the brambles as it would be very expensive to remove all the brambles and replace the fence and had quoted £425.00 (no VAT) to carry out this work, another was not be prepared to just replace part of the fence and had quoted £1,833.38 (no VAT) to replace the entire fence and £321.70 to replace the posts on the vehicle gate as the gate itself was in good condition.  Other contractors had not responded.
Council agreed that the fence was no longer necessary now the hedge had grown up and Clerk to obtain quotations to remove.
Council discussed metal posts for the gate but agreed that wood was more in keeping and 
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation for £321.70 be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	Clerk had asked Bedford BC to repair the leak and they had advised that under the terms of the lease it was Council’s responsibility to repair any underground conduits.  Clerk had asked for a plan of the pipe but Property Services had been unable to provide one.  Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott to obtain a plan of the pipes.
Cllr. Jones commented that photographs had yet to be put in the new notice board.  Clerk noted that she had contacted the supplier about a key and they had advised that it had been included with the sign.  Cllr. White volunteered to ascertain if he could provide a key and Council thanked him.  
	Clerk/JA
PW
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	11.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to repair the gates and one contractor had advised that he was not prepared to quote unless Council was definitely going ahead with the work, one had quoted £321.70 (no VAT) to replace the posts as the gate was in good condition and others had not responded.
Proposed by Cllr.  Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation for £321.70 be accepted

Resolved
AKS Tuning was concerned about the ditch along Willow Vale as it was overgrown and the drainage outflow pipe was covered by standing water which was backflowing to their property.  One contractor had quoted £375 + VAT to clear the ditch at one end to reveal the drainage pipe and clear it, with the proviso that the work was subject to what they might find once the greenery had been cleared.  Further work would need to be quoted separately once the pipe was cleared.  One did not want to quote and others had not responded.

Clerk noted £2,080 remained in the allotment budget.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that quotation for £375 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

Clerk 

	
	
	

	12.
	Zip Wire:
	Action

	
	The cover on the seat chain had become detached and was crumpled on the seat.  Contractor would need to order a cover and had quoted £60 + VAT to supply and fit.  Cllr. White had inspected the seat and advised that it was not necessary to chain the seat up in the meantime.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr.  Walker that quotation for £60 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Litter Bins:
	Action

	
	Council was concerned that all litter bins were still not being emptied every collection round.  Those in Pavenham Road and Riverside had not been emptied without chasing since Spring.  Cllr. Jones and Clerk had made regular reports to Bedford BC and Cllr. Abbott had pursued with Borough Portfolio Holder but bins were missed again w/c 20.09.21.  Bins had been emptied w/c 05.10.21. and Council thanked Cllr. Jones for her efforts.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Willow Vale Track
	

	
	Council had agreed that they would contribute to the upkeep under the terms of the allotment and Linch Furlong leases i.e. proportionate to usage but that the access should remain as a track.   Chair and Clerk had met AKS Tuning on site and agreed that the section from the disabled parking to AKS Tuning property was in worst condition and that Council use of the track, particularly that section, was minimal.  Clerk noted that monies had not been included in the budget for any work.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to carry out a site visit and they had advised that they did not have the resources to contribute £5,000 to resurface the track, as suggested by AKS Tuning, but Highways would be asked to inspect the track, in particular the section from the parking bays to AKS Tuning and would continue to fill potholes.   
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Saunders noted that residents were concerned about traffic parking on the Station Road bend opposite the entrance to Brockwell as drivers could not see vehicles coming in the opposite direction.  Parking was not illegal but Clerk to ask PCSO to speak to any motorists parking dangerously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	In Cllr. Abbott’s absence, Cllr. Walker reported that works had begun in Ampthill Road 04.10.21. until 18.10.21. which would necessitate overnight closures.  Resurfacing in Bromham had been postponed until 2022 after the works to Clapham Road had finished.  Clapham Road works would shortly move to the central reservation to create a right turn into Sainsbury so one lane would be closed on the northbound carriageway.  Residents were concerned about lack of activity on the site and this had been raised with the Mayor.  He had advised that there was a fixed sum contract for the work so it was in the interest of the contractors to complete as soon as possible.  The cygnet bus ticket had been launched enabling one ticket to be used on buses from all companies and taxis were available to take residents who had no transport to Covid vaccination sites.  A Task and Finish Group of councillors had been set up to examine issues with the planning portal e.g. no information on documents to indicate their content and any comments should be sent to Cllr. Walker to forward to the Group.  Cllr. Sansom noted that posts were rusting and bushes had not been cut back at the Clapham Water Treatment Plant.  Cllr. Walker was unaware of the reason and would pursue.  She commented that Bedford BC owned land adjacent to the site and was chasing Anglian Water about the continual leaks through their land and that of the neighbouring house.   
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	16.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 7th September 2021
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02254/FUL – single storey rear extension at 11 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 17.09.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01795/FUL - single storey side extension at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment in the curtilage of a listed building and out of character with the surrounding dwellings

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 29.09.21. on the grounds that the proposal is disproportionate to the existing building and the design and materials do not appear sympathetic to the modest form of the parent property and other brick and stone built development in the locality

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	 21/02253/FUL – single storey side & rear extensions at 31 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.09.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/02216/FUL - garage conversion with single storey front and first floor side extensions with new roof over ground floor element and render to front elevation at 18 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 10.08.21.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that a lawful development certificate had been issued, confirming that planning permission was not needed for a single storey rear extension at 36A High Street
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting –7th September 2021 

	
	Application No.
	a) 21/02394/MAO (all matters reserved other than access) for 
development of up to 40 dwellings on land off Station Road



	
	Parish Comments:

	Objection on the grounds that 

1. Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030 allocates 25-50 new dwellings in Oakley over the period of the plan.  10 dwellings have already been constructed in Parrotts Close and the Oakley NDP allocates about 30 dwellings only off Station Road and about 10 dwellings only off the High Street.  Therefore, the housing should be limited to 30.  (NDP policy HG1, page 20).  
2. The Settlement Policy Area (SPA) in the NDP was clearly shown as indicative and an amendment to the SPA boundary would need to be agreed with Bedford BC (NDP paragraph 11.1. and map page 45).  The SPA should be defined by the number of houses not the land available and NDP paragraph 11.1. states that the SPA should be amended to accommodate up to 30 dwellings.  In addition, the red line delineating the site does not extend to the northern limit of the field whereas the NDP takes the fence as the boundary (NDP SPA map, page 45). 
3. NDP Policy HG1 requires that planning applications for the development of the allocated sites should have regard to the design brief set out in Annex 4 (page 49).  Annex 4 provides a Housing Site Design Brief for the type of housing on the site and this should have been used to determine the land required for 30 dwellings.  Applicant should have discussed with Council before submitting an application and has incorrectly stated in the application documents that this has been done.  
4. If consent is granted, a condition should be included that Council is consulted at an early stage by the developer on the layout of the site and management of open space.

Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott to call the application into the Planning Committee.  Cllr. Walker noted that 
Officers had retained powers delegated during the Covid lockdowns and so few applications were being heard by the Committee.


	
	Application No.
	b) 21/02490/FUL - demolition of two garage blocks & erection of detached bungalow (revised proposal) at land at 104 – 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the proposed bungalow is still cramped, would be harmful to the character of the area and would adversely impact neighbours.  The access road is still narrow and exits onto the zig zag lines of the zebra crossing and opposite the school field entrance, both of which are heavily used by school students.


	
	Application No.
	c) 21/02614/TPO - remove lowest limb of oak & reduce width of upper canopy by 2-3m at Kingwood, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	d) 21/02619/TPO to fell or reduce whole tree by 2-3m from top & sides at Oakland House Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to reduction.  If it has to be felled for safety reasons, it should be replaced

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) North Northamptonshire application 18/01284/FUL - construction and operation of a broiler rearing unit at Rushden which includes storing & spreading of manure on Bedfordia land in Oakley

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the storing and spreading of manure on fields adjacent to residential properties in Oakley would adversely affect residents by contributing to air pollution, create the potential for polluting the river and is contrary to the objectives of the NPPF.  Intensive chicken units elsewhere in the UK have caused very serious pollution of important river systems e.g. River Wye in Wales and climate change will exacerbate the potential for pollution as rain will wash nitrates from the manure into the watercourses and into underground water systems.  The proposal does not support the NPPF’s objective to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development as intensive livestock systems emit large amounts of greenhouse gases and ammonia. 


	17.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Bedford BC consultation on Statement of Gambling Licensing Principles
	

	
	Clerk noted that there were no major changes to the statement and Council had no comments.
	

	
	
	

	18.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Pre-School had requested a grant or loan of £25,000 towards cost of new Pre-School building and outdoor facilities including a forest school.  Total cost of project was £500,726 and balance from Leaderfund (£262,295), Garfield Weston Foundation (£30K), Bedford BC Rural Grant (25K), Mrs. Robinson’s Charitable Trust (£10K), Wixamtree (£5K), Bedford BC (5K), Parish Council (£2K), Tesco (£1K), outstanding grants applied for (£43K), Pre-School reserve (£50K), overdraft (£50K), Harpur Trust interest free loan (£20K) and donations (£6,350).  73% of staff and children were Oakley residents and Pre-School had a balance of £26,740.86 at 31.07.21. 

Clerk had checked Council powers concerning loans and these could only be made to organisations providing athletic, social or recreational facilities

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £1,000 be granted

Resolved – s. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th September 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.21.
	£46,985.63

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.21.
	£7,256.32

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - second half
	£27,350.00

	
	Kilby
	Allotment rent
	£19.00

	
	Sellars
	Allotment rent
	£19.91

	
	Percival
	Allotment rent
	£39.82

	
	Clark (Jackson)
	Allotment rent
	£59.73

	
	Gater
	Allotment rent
	£39.82

	
	Munro
	Allotment rent
	£19.91

	
	Fordham
	Allotment rent
	£19.91

	
	Taylor
	Allotment rent
	£19.00

	
	Gilbert
	Allotment rent
	£19.91

	
	Cox
	Allotment rent
	£39.82

	
	NatWest 
	Interest 
	£0.06

	
	
	Total
	£27,646.89


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Salaries
	September payment 
	£1,158.30
	s/o

	
	Came & Company
	Insurance renewal
	£2,076.96
	1711

	
	Beds. Police Partnership
	S. 137 donation
	£500.00
	1712

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	September payment
	£333.42
	1713
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£740.00
	1714

	Bedford BC
	Replacement litter bin
	£660.00
	1715

	CPRE
	Membership renewal
	£36.00
	1716

	Village Hall
	Hire of Hall September & October 
	£36.00
	1717

	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£836.41
	1718

	
	Total
	£6,530.92
	

	 
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) half yearly budget review
	

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated and Clerk noted that overall totals were higher than expected because of the Bedford BC grant of £25K paid to Pre-School through the Council account.  Other income and expenditure was as expected.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Walker that expenses of £178.67 for July – September be paid

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of Next Meeting: 2nd November 2021   
	


 m
