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         1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th September 2021 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott, P. Jones, S. Nicholas, P. Olney, G. Sansom, R. Saunders J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 3 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 
	

	
	Pre-School representatives reported that work had begun on the new build but due to Covid 19 and Brexit costs had increased by around £40K.  They had sufficient funds to construct the building but cash flow was a problem as many grants were not paid until work had been completed.  They asked if Council knew of any other funding streams and councillors suggested the Public Works Loan Board, Bedfordshire Charitable Trust, House of Industry and the Connolly Foundation.  Cllr. Nicholas offered to approach a grant consultant and NatWest and Councillors suggested they also ask Bedford BC about CIL monies from the new development off Station Road and the Lousada family.  Council had provided grants previously and Pre-School would like to apply again.  Council advised that they could apply once during a financial year.
AKS Tuning noted that rainfall in winter caused potholes in the Willow Vale track and it took up to 18 months for Bedford BC to repair.  Then 3 – 4 months later they reappeared.  They were not seeking a standard road surface for the access, the surfacing they had suggested would look like a track but be more robust – discussed under item 17. 
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: M Frampton (illness) S. Fardon (personal) P. White (business)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 10a) and 11 as a relative of a Brockwell resident, Cllr. Abbott for item 12 as a resident of The Furlong, Cllr. Nicholas for items 16 and 23d) as an allotment tenant and Cllr. Walker for item 19d) as the applicant and 23d) as a relative of an allotment tenant.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 24th August 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested additional 30mph signs in Highfield Road, reported the streetlight not working in Copthorne Close and asked for the overhanging vegetation in the Dewlands/Ruffs Furze alleyway be cut back.  Residents had requested the white line around the High Street/Church Lane be repainted to encourage motorists to keep to the correct side of the road and Clerk had forwarded to Bedford BC
	

	
	Parking – photographs of vehicles parking on the footway in Pavenham Road had been passed to police
	

	
	Speed Cameras – there were 6 notices of intending prosecution in July
	

	
	Litter/dog bins – bins by Oakley bridges and in Pavenham Road had still not been emptied regularly despite reports from Cllr. Jones and Clerk.  Cllr. Abbott was pursuing with Bedford BC
	

	
	Station Road hedge – Clerk had asked Bedford BC to trim but in the meantime a resident had cut back overhanging brambles and Chair had thanked him
	

	
	Twin Bridges – Environment Agency had advised that previous report of trees in October 2020 was sent to the Borough Council as debris trapped on bridges is for them or the riparian landowner to organise removal
	

	
	Oakley Sports & Social Club (OSSC) – resident was concerned about noise at an OSSC event.  OSSC was dealing.  
	

	
	Emergency Plan – Clerk had forwarded to Bedford BC
	

	
	CPRE Living Countryside Awards – Linch Furlong/Community Orchard/ Riverside Meadow had been Highly Commended in the Better Places to Live category.  Chair thanked all those involved in maintaining the sites to such a high standard.
	

	
	Christmas Lights – Lights would be turned on Saturday, 27th November
	

	
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons – beacons would be lit countrywide on 02.06.22. and Clapham had suggested the Clapham & Oakley beacon be lit near Browns Wood and other North Bedfordshire parishes be invited.  Council supported.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 24th August 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Reports:
	Action

	
	Great Ouse Trust Meeting 08.07.21.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the Trust had been set up to support parishes in achieving their NDP environmental policies, support an increase in biodiversity along the Great Ouse Valley, support better public access to the river whilst minimising its impact on wildlife and support efforts to achieve designation as a protected natural landscape.  
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	Residents from Stevington had suggested a group be formed as there were no representatives for the Great Ouse in Bedfordshire on national bodies.  Cllr. Olney was Chair and representatives included Bromham, Clapham, Oakley and Stevington parish councillors and members of local environment groups.  Carlton was also interested in joining.  Governance documents were being prepared and the Trust was looking to achieve charitable status.  They had set up a Facebook page and were setting up a website.  A response had been sent to the Local Plan 2040 consultation and they were considering Local Nature Recovery Strategy legislation.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There were 5 vehicle crimes in the 11 villages in June 2021 compared with 14 in May 2021 and 12 in June 2020 and 9 in July 2021 compared with 7 in July 2020.  There were no vehicle crimes in Oakley in June, July or August 2021.  There were no other crimes reported in July and 3 in August, 2 malicious communications and 1 assault with injury in Queens Close.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Speed Watch:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Nicholas reported that Speed Watch Team had recommended purchasing three new Speed Indicator Devices (SID) and converting the existing SID to solar power at a total cost of around £8,800 as members were finding it increasingly difficult to move the existing SID constantly.  These four devices would be permanently located at the sites of three new poles in Lovell Road, Highfield Road and the High Street plus the existing Speedwatch pole on Pavenham Road.  If finances did not permit, then they recommended 2 new SIDs and still converting the existing SID at a total cost of £6,300.  The existing Viacount vehicle counter would remain moveable to hot spot locations.  Costings did not include the installation of the poles as it was hoped Bedford BC would fund these.  
Clerk noted that monies had not been budgeted for new equipment and the posts issue had now been passed to an engineer who had only recently started at the Borough.  Chair noted that Bedford BC had promised a new pole in Highfield Road and Cllr. Abbott confirmed that this would be provided.
Cllr. Walker suggested that four new signs were too many and would urbanise the village and Council agreed.  Chair was concerned that speed cameras were not all operating all the time, especially as Council had contributed significantly to the cost and Council agreed Clerk to write to PCC asking for them to be monitored more frequently and for Council to be informed how often they are monitored.  Council thanked Speed Watch members for their analysis and continuing work and noted that they might reconsider additional speed signs in future.  Cllr. Nicholas suggested Council consider some kind of aid to lifting the batteries in the meantime.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	a) Brockwell Meadow
	

	
	Council had agreed Sunday, 03.10.21. 2.00pm to 4.00pm for the site meeting and it had been advertised in the September Newsletter.  Cllr. Sansom had amended the sketch and circulated and Clerk would write to householders backing onto Brockwell and Brockwell residents inviting them to the meeting.  Cllr. Sansom noted that it was intended to use low maintenance planting and once the scheme had been agreed planting would begin.
	Clerk



	
	
	

	
	b) tree audit and planting
	

	
	Mr. Knight had volunteered to lead a walk around the village to carry out a tree audit and consider sites for new trees either 14.10.21. or 21.10.21.   Councillors preferred 14.10.21. and Cllr. Sansom to liaise with Mr. Knight.  Woodland Trust trees would be delivered between 01. and 12.11.21.
	GS


	
	
	

	11.
	Deed of Easement over Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Pre-School had requested a deed of easement to enable them to lay services from their new building to Brockwell.  A draft deed had been prepared and Pre-School had requested inclusion of Mr. Knight as a party to the deed, removal of the relocation provision, a revised plan, extension of re-instatement timeframe to 4 weeks, statement that Pre-School will not pay for the easement, two additional covenants preventing Council installing pipes, drains etc. over the easement strip and preventing excavation of the strip without pre-warning Pre-School & Mr. Knight & allowing them to attend and a revised description of the media including two empty ducts for future use.  Concern had been raised about future redevelopment of the Knights’ land and a clause had been added to the deed to restrict the use of the services against connections into residential housing.  Clerk noted that the clause would require the disconnection but not removal of the services and that the deed would also allow access over unbuilt land to maintain the services.  Solicitor had suggested that a premium payable by the Knights to benefit from the easement could also be negotiated. 
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that deed be agreed in its current form

Resolved 
Cllrs. Olney & Walker signed the deed, witnessed by the Clerk
	Clerk
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	12.
	Tree Works at The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Resident had requested trees & bushes in the bund at The Furlong be cut back.  One tree surgeon had advised that the trees did not require pruning, there was no undergrowth to cut down and that residents be advised that they are legally entitled to prune anything overhanging back to the boundary.  Other tree surgeons had not responded.  Council agreed Clerk to advise resident to cut back overhanging branches to the boundary.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Council had allocated £1K in the budget to refurbish the entrance signs and had requested samples of materials for 4 x powder coated aluminium tray signs with vinyl cut letters and digitally printed oak leaves fixed to the front face of the wall for £865 including delivery + VAT and premium 4 x powder coated 3mm aluminium with direct to surface print and 10 year UV/graffiti coating for £1,025 including delivery + VAT.  Companies had been unable to provide samples but had advised that premium panels had a look of vitreous stove enamel signs with either a gloss or satin finish, had a graffiti/uv resistant top coat, and were guaranteed for 10 years against fading.  Tray signs were bent and welded 3mm aluminium, powder coated for a hardwearing finish with marine application vinyl lettering applied to the front face, which should not fade.  Oak leaves logo would be digitally printed and laminated, which, depending on the site of installation in relation to the sun, might fade over time.
Proposed by Cllr.  Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Jones that 4 x premium signs with a satin finish be purchased at a cost of £1,025.00 + VAT        
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	War Memorial:
	Action

	
	Resident who looked after the Memorial had requested permission to plant wildflowers on the land adjacent to the Memorial.  Contractor who maintained Linch Furlong and Riverside Meadow would train the resident to manage the site and a 30cm strip would be left around the road name plate and speed camera support.  Land was owned by Council and 
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that permission be granted with the proviso that planting should be low to maintain sight lines
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Linch Furlong Fence:
	Action

	
	Fence around the parking area had rotted and Clerk had requested quotations to repair.  One contractor suggested replacing two posts at the entrance and connecting to railings in the bushes and trimming back the brambles as it would be very expensive to remove all the brambles and replace the fence. Contractor had quoted £425.00 (no VAT) to carry out this work.  Awaiting further quotations. 
Councillors commented that the Linch Furlong vehicle gate and allotment main gate had also rotted and Clerk to ask contractors to quote to repair these also.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	AKS Tuning was concerned about the ditch along Willow Vale.  It had been cleared in December 2020 but it was again overgrown and vegetation and sediment were preventing any flow along its course.  The drainage outflow pipe was covered by standing water which was backflowing to AKS Tuning and had caused regular ingress of water into their reception area.  Cllr. Sansom noted that the drainage pipe was the responsibility of Bedford BC and Clerk to ask them to inspect.  Clerk also to ask contractors to investigate the outflow pipe.
Clerk noted £2080 remained in the allotment budget and Council to consider again in October.
	Clerk 

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Willow Vale Track
	

	
	AKS Tuning had been corresponding with Bedford BC about repairs to the track and reinstating it to a tarmaced surface.  Under the terms of the Linch Furlong & allotment leases Council was obliged to pay a fair proportion according to user of the cost of repair & maintenance but was not obliged to pay to put the track in any better condition than at the date of the allotment lease evidenced by the photographs attached to the lease.  Site meeting had been held 16.08.21. attended by Cllrs. Nicholas & Olney and a quotation for £10,392.03 + VAT to scrape, roll and compact the surface then lay 70mm tarmac mix over the top which would last 10 years had been discussed.  Resurfacing the allotment entrance and Linch Furlong parking bay would cost an additional £1,420 + VAT and £1,448 + VAT respectively.  AKS Tuning had suggested a small working group to examine the sharing of costs.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that the sub-base was a problem and if not repaired, any new surfacing would not last.  He was also concerned that not all the costs had been included in the quotation to repair and volunteered to discuss with a road engineer.  Council agreed that they would contribute but the access should remain as a track.   Clerk noted that monies had not been included in the budget for any work.  AKS Tuning to continue to negotiate with Bedford BC.
	SN
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	18.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the Boundary Commission had issued its final recommendations for Bedford Borough and Oakley and Clapham would be one ward with two councillors.  Pavenham would be part of Sharnbrook Ward and Stevington part of Bromham.  He confirmed that most wards would have one councillor and that the total number of councillors would increase from 40 to 46.  Changes would be implemented in 2023.  A new Chief Executive, Laura Church, had been appointed who was previously deputy Chief Executive for Luton Council and she had visited villages in the Borough during the summer.  Works to the top part of the High Street had been completed and work had begun on the bottom section to be completed in February 2022.  Works at Clapham roundabout were ongoing and Cllr. Abbott was pursuing complaints that only one lane was open when the road was wide enough for two.  Cllr. Jones noted that litter bins had not been emptied again 06.09.21. and Cllr. Abbott would pursue with Cllr. Roydon.  Cllr. Jones was also concerned that issues could no longer be reported on Clean Streets or by email as the Borough website was difficult to use.  Cllr. Abbott noted that this was part of the move to a digital model to save money.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since Council meeting – 6th July 2021
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01036/FUL - change of use from hairdressers/beauty salon to dwelling house & external alterations at Hazel Kaye, 40 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.07.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01074/ TPO – various tree works at 2 The Spinney, Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided replacement trees are planted

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.07.21. without a replacement condition due to restricted space to reinstate trees close to the boundary where trees proposed to be removed are located

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01435/TPO – fell hawthorn and trim/deadwood ten trees at Rievaulx, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.07.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01532/FUL -conversion of existing garage into habitable accommodation including internal alterations, rear extension and addition of part mono-pitch roof at 54 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	Not circulated to Council

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.07.21.


	
	Application No.
	21/01378/TPO - remove & grind out stump of willow in front garden at 3 Ruffs Furze


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the tree is an important and iconic memorial tree which softens the entrance to Ruffs Furze.  Tree has previously been cut back and Council would prefer it to be trimmed again.  If it has to be felled a replacement should be planted.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 27.07.21. on the grounds that it is not fully grown and there is a risk of further damage to utilities & footway and risk to public safety.  There is a condition that a replacement tree is planted to reinstate amenity.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01478/TPO – fell one oak and replant oak at Five Oaks, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the tree should not be felled unless diseased.  

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 29.07.21. on the grounds that there is no evidence to suggest the tree is hazardous or presents a safety risk to justify its removal

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	 21/01159/TPO – remove 2 oaks at Kingwood, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided replacement trees are planted

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 03.09.21. with a condition that replacement trees are planted

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that prior notification had been given for a single storey rear extension at 62 Grenidge Way
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th July 2021 

	
	Application No.
	a) 21/02138/FUL & 21/02139/LBC – internal & external alterations at 23 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	b) 21/02249/FUL - single storey front extension, two storey side extension & alterations to existing dwelling at 64 Lovell Road









	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.09.21.
	5.


	
	Application No.
	c) 21/02253/FUL – single storey side & rear extensions at 31 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 21/02254/FUL – single storey rear extension at 11 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 21/02292/FUL - single storey front extension at 66, Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that application 21/02394/MAO for up to 40 dwellings on land off Station Road had recently been issued.  Chair reported that Clerk had obtained an extension for comments and requested a meeting with the planning consultants so it could be discussed at the October meeting.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Planning Policy:
	Action

	
	Vision for Oxford Cambridge Arc Spatial Framework & scope of Sustainability Appraisal
	

	
	Government was consulting on the vision for Oxford Cambridge Arc & scope of the Sustainability Appraisal.  The Spatial Framework would have the same standing as the NPPF once adopted and would form part of the legal planning policy, which Local Plans would need to take into consideration.  It was intended to adopt it in 2023 but it would not inform the Local Plan 2040 as this was due for adoption before the Framework was completed.  NDP Group had discussed and commented that the questions in the consultation were very general with no context and no mention of the scale of development so the responses were unlikely to be informative.  They suggested the response should highlight concerns about loss of biodiversity suggesting a minimum 20% net gain, diminishing water resources and problems around disposal of sewage.  The importance of place making and the role of NDPs to achieve this should also be noted.  Council agreed
Cllr. Sansom noted that a Stop the Arc Group had been set up, chaired by David Rogers, Professor of Ecology at Oxford University, to try and prevent environmentally unsustainable development plans for the Arc.  The Group had put forward an alternative proposal and Cllr. Sansom to circulate the link
	Clerk
GS

	
	
	

	21.
	Correspondence: none
	Action

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Bedfordshire Police Partnership Trust had requested £500 or more to provide video doorbells to enhance home security.  Video doorbells that worked solely on a sim card would be purchased and any video doorbells purchased by Council’s grant would solely be used for Oakley residents.  Total cost of providing doorbells was unlimited as it was an ongoing scheme.  Grants from the three local authorities of approximately £30,000 were for the Trust to help victims of domestic abuse, not for video doorbells.  Bobby Scheme running costs were £132,170 in 2019/20. and 2020/21 accounts were not yet available 

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Walker that £500 be granted

Resolved – s. 137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 31st August 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.21.
	£27,740.65

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.21.
	£7,256.20

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	
	Clapham PC
	Zoom contribution
	£53.93

	
	HMRC
	Vat refund 2020/21
	£5,345.63

	
	NatWest 
	Interest 
	£0.06

	
	
	Total
	£5,399.62


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms July and August
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Salaries
	July & August payment 
	£2,316.60
	s/o

	
	Paice
	Expenses April - June 2021
	£84.09
	1703

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	S.137 donation
	£1,500.00
	1704

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	July payment 
	£333.42
	1705

	
	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	£2,617.76
	1706

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	August payment
	£333.42
	1707

	
	Bedford BC
	Allotment site rent 
	£420.00
	d/d
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Knight
	Maintenance of Linch Furlong/Orchard/ Riverside Meadow 2021/22
	£1,500.00
	1708

	Mazars LLP
	External audit
	£360.00
	1709

	Village Hall
	Hire of Hall May, June & August
	£35.00
	1710

	
	Total
	£9,807.95
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) insurance renewal
	

	
	Council insurance was due for renewal on 01.10.21. at a cost of £2,076.96 under the long-term agreement.  

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that insurance premium of £2,076.96 be paid
Resolved      
Clerk noted that additional cyber insurance was available to mitigate data loss through a variety of services. Cover would require Council to maintain a commercial grade firewall and anti-virus software.  Cost would be around £320 for one year.  Council agreed not to pursue at present.
	Clerk



	
	
	

	
	c) completion of audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) allotment rent 2021
	

	
	Allotment rents were not raised in 2017, 2018 or 2019 but would be increased to £18 for a half plot and £36 for a full plot in 2020/21.  Council currently had a short waiting list.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that rents remain unchanged in 2021/22
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Date of Next Meeting: 5th October 2021
	


 m
