OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.07.21.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 6th July 2021 in the Old School Hall

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), S. Fardon, P. Jones, S. Nicholas, P. Olney, G. Sansom, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, PC Harvey & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: J. Abbott (business), M Frampton (illness), R. Saunders (personal), P. White (illness)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom for item 9a) as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllrs. Fardon & Olney for item 21 as members of the Youth Club Committee
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st June 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Bedford BC had agreed to replace the Speed Watch sign brackets and clips removed when lamp posts were replaced without notice.  Clerk had reported the streetlight not working in Reynes Drive 
	

	
	Lincroft Zigzag camera – residents were concerned about a camera being placed outside their property and Bedford BC had advised that the post was put in place of an existing post which had a restriction sign on it and needed to be in this location in order to pick up the zigzag completely.
	

	
	Parking – photographs of vehicles parking on the footway in the High Street forwarded to police, who had spoken to the owner. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras – no information since February.  Maintenance was being undertaken in March and no enforcement was carried out in April.  Cllr. Abbott was chasing.
	

	
	Fly tipping – rubbish left in Judges Spinney and car parts in Church Lane and Lovell Road reported to Bedford BC, who had removed.
	

	
	Drugs – canisters and packets in Lovell Road, Station Road, Church Lane, the High Street, Riverside and the Village Hall reported to police and cleared by litter picker.
	

	
	Oakley Sports & Social Club (OSSC) – resident was concerned about drug taking at the OSSC.   OSSC had apologised to resident and advised that appropriate action would be taken that could possibly lead to a life ban under their strict drugs policy.  
	

	
	Litter/dog bins – bins by Oakley bridges and in Pavenham Road had not been emptied and Cllr. Jones had reported to Bedford BC.  Council thanked her.
	

	
	Grass cutting – councillors were concerned that areas had been missed in Station Road, Highfield Road, Pavenham Road.  Strimming had also been haphazard.  Clerk had pursued with Bedford BC who apologised and advised that cutting was taking longer because of how quickly grass was growing, staff leave and a member of the team leaving the Borough Council. 
	

	
	Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons – beacons would be lit countrywide on 02.06.22.  Cllr. Walker noted that the Carnival Committee would also be organising a small event to mark the Jubilee.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st June 2021: 
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that he had been unable to attend the OSSC June meeting and asked in which wards Pavenham and Stevington would be placed under the revised Boundary Commission proposals.  Cllr. Walker advised that Stevington would be included in a reconfigured Bromham Ward and Pavenham in the Sharnbrook Ward.  In two councillor wards each councillor usually focused on one area but they covered for each other as necessary.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Council raised the issues of young people congregating and drug taking at the Village Hall, the structure of the police force and concerns about e-scooters with PC Harvey. PC Harvey noted that during the last two months there had been no drug issues reported at the Village Hall and if incidents were not reported resources would not be allocated.  She advised that residents could report incidents anonymously online and via Crimestoppers and dates and times should be included in every report.  When incidents of drug taking or anti-social behaviour (ASB) were reported, any local officers would be sent to attend.  Reports for the local area were reviewed every day and if a problem was recurring it would be escalated.  Measures to make the Hall car park less accessible/private were welcome.
The structure of the force changed regularly but currently there was a focus on community policing with the local team consisting of 2 PCSOs, 2 PCs, 1 Sergeant and 1 Inspector covering 53 villages.  Major crimes, drug issues etc. would be resourced from one of the specialist teams.  There was more legislation to deal with ASB and police worked closely with Bedford BC as this was more effective than court cases. 
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	PC Harvey confirmed that police were working in schools once again and could also attend youth groups.  She advised that e-scooters were illegal unless hired from a Local Authority but many residents were not aware of this.  A campaign around e-scooters would begin w/c 12.07.21. and Council agreed to include information in the next Newsletter, along with a biography of PC Harvey.    
Chair noted that Council would assist police however they could and thanked them for dealing with the problem of a parked vehicle blocking the footway in the High Street.  He thanked PC Harvey for attending the meeting and invited police to attend future meetings when available.
There were 14 vehicle crimes in the 11 villages in May 2021 compared with 9 in April 2021 and 22 in May 2020.  There was 1 theft from a vehicle in Oakley in May 2021, but none in April 2021 or April 2020.  There were 3 crimes reported from 29.04.21. to 31.05.21, 1 assault in Station Road, 1 stalking offence and one theft from a vehicle in Dewlands and 4 in June, 2 assaults in Dewlands and Station Road, 1 business burglary and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle.  PCC’s virtual meeting with parishes had been postponed to 16.09.21.  
	

	
	
	

	8.
	East West Rail - Adjournment Debate 28.06.21:
	Action

	
	The Adjournment Debate enabled Mr. Fuller MP to put on the official record some of the concerns that had been raised with him and he would be following up environmental assessments and costings.  Council had forwarded concerns about flaws in the consultation process to the Transport Minister and Minister of State prior to the debate.  The Minister of State had said that he would ensure Mr. Fuller would have a meeting with East West Rail to review the cost assumptions.  EWR CEO had also agreed to walk the route through North Bedfordshire.  Council agreed to write and thank Mr. Fuller for his efforts, expressing disappointment that the Minister was not prepared to pursue the flaws in the 2019 consultation process because it was a non-statutory.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	a) Brockwell Meadow
	

	
	 Council agreed to either Saturday 09.10.21. or 16.10.21. for the site meeting, so it could be advertised in the September Newsletter.  Cllr. Sansom volunteered to arrange with the contractor and write an article for the Newsletter.  He would also amend the sketch to remove the wet area and circulate.  Clerk would then write to householders backing onto Brockwell inviting them to the meeting.
Cllr. Walker volunteered to provide a gazebo for the site meeting.
	GS

Clerk

JW

	
	
	

	
	b) tree planting
	

	
	Bedford BC had offered to assist with parish tree planting schemes and Clerk had registered Oakley’s interest. 
Resident had suggested planting an oak tree in a prominent location to remember the Covid pandemic.  Contractor had suggested planting a memorial oak grove at Brockwell but if this was insufficiently visible, Chair had suggested Riverside meadow.  Clerk had successfully applied for a pack of 15 mixed trees from the Woodland Trust, which were likely to be rowan, hazel & crab apple and these would be delivered in November.
Council agreed to also purchase an oak tree and a tree to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee to plant in the Autumn.  Contractor had suggested walking round the village to consider planting sites and Cllr. Sansom to arrange with him for October.
Cllr. Olney suggested that trees should be planted along the bypass behind Station Road and along the river towards Stevington.  Clerk to ask Highways and the landowner.
	GS
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Tree Works on the Green:
	Action

	
	Trees in the Grenidge Way corner of the Green had developed a yellow fungus and Clerk had asked tree surgeons to inspect.  One had advised that the yellow growth was lichen which was a sign of clean air so not a concern.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Litter Pick 2021:
	Action

	
	Clerk had suggested 10.07.21. or 17.07.21. to Scouts but they were not available on 17.07.21. and ATC had not responded.  As Covid restrictions had been extended to 19.07.21. Scouts would now prefer to defer to September.  Council agreed to postpone to 04.09.11. or 11.09.21. and Clerk to suggest dates to Scouts and ATC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Emergency Plan:
	Action

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft emergency plan and Council agreed to add aircraft disaster contacts to the list of organisations.  Chair would be the plan co-ordinator, the Vice-Chair the deputy co-ordinator and Cllrs. Fardon, Jones, Nicholas, Olney and Sansom plus the Clerk would be Team members.
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that the Plan be adopted as amended
Resolved

Clerk to draft a summary sheet for the Newsletter and website.
	Clerk
Clerk
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	13.
	Play Area Inspections:
	Action

	
	Inspection at The Furlong had indicated that there were loose fixings in the fence and on the multiplay and one of the timber steps on the multiplay was damaged.  At the Green, there were loose fixings on the group swing which Cllr. White had subsequently replaced, logs on the climber were rotten and splintered, which had already been replaced, surfacing around zipwire was damaged, which had been repaired and bolt caps were missing on the seesaw.  Gaps in the surfacing around the group swing, slide, swings, multiplay should be monitored.  Clerk had requested quotations for repairs and awaiting responses. 
As there was no meeting in August, proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Clerk be authorised to spend up to £500 for repairs

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Council had allocated £1K in the budget to refurbish the entrance signs.  Clerk had received quotations for 4 x aluminium composite signs with front facing bolts for £385 including delivery + VAT, 4 x powder coated aluminium tray signs with vinyl cut letters and digitally printed oak leaves fixed to the front face of the wall for £865 including delivery + VAT, 4 x powder coated 3mm aluminium with direct to surface print and 10 year UV/graffiti coating for £1,025 including delivery + VAT, 4 x cast polyurethane signs with text and logo in relief plus 2 different village images on each sign also in relief, with hand painted finish for £3,608 + VAT and 4 x 3mm aluminium composite sign panels direct digitally printed in full colour and laminated with an exterior protective film for £249.76 + VAT
Clerk to request a sample of the material for the signs costing £865 and £1,025 + VAT and Council to consider again in September.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Speed Watch:

Bedford BC had advised that all the Speed Watch signs needed to be removed from lamp posts as they were too heavy.  Clerk had requested alternative posts from the Borough and was awaiting a response.
Cllr. Nicholas reported that Speed Watch was operating once more and Council thanked the volunteers.  The Transport Laboratory had published research indicating it was more effective to move speed signs around regularly.  Given the need to constantly move equipment and replace batteries, Speed Watch Group had suggested purchasing new devices so they could be left in place permanently and switched on and off as needed.  They would prefer 3 signs that also recorded data, which with associated infrastructure would cost approximately £3,500 each but 2 signs would be feasible.  They were therefore seeking Council approval to prepare full costings.  Clerk noted that monies had not been included in the budget for new devices.
Council agreed that Clerk should ask again about putting signs on lamp posts and Speed Watch Group would report to the September meeting.
Resident was concerned about disregard for speed limits by a large number of motorists in Highfield Road, which was supported by evidence from the Speed Watch sign and events, and had suggested an additional, advisory, large 30 sign just before the railway bridge and a similar one on the island as you exit the mini roundabout having just entered the 30mph area.  Council agreed that additional signage would be helpful and Clerk to pursue with Highways
	Action
Clerk
SN

Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Walker reported that bushes/brambles were overhanging Station Road adjacent to Grange Close properties.  Clerk to ask Highways to trim now and cut back hard in the Autumn.
Cllr. Sansom noted that Bedford BC had suggested the developers of the housing at Milton Road, Clapham be asked to provide a joint pedestrian/cycleway along Lovell Road and Council agreed to ask for this to be included in the S. 106 agreement.
Cllr. Fardon was concerned about trees wedged under the arches of the twin bridges.  Clerk noted that this had previously been reported to Bedford BC and the Environment Agency but no action had been taken.  Clerk to report again.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	In Cllr. Abbott’s absence, Cllr. Walker reported that £22.6 million had been received from Government to regenerate the station and Midland Road area, improve St. Paul’s Square, town centre junctions and pedestrian & cycling infrastructure.  An interim Chief Executive, Mark Stephens, had been appointed.  A6 roadworks had resumed to provide a right turn into Sainsbury and then a new lane and traffic lights on the roundabout.  A new cycle shelter which could only be accessed through an app had been installed in Harpur Square and a similar shelter could be installed at the station.  Full Council meetings were being held in the Corn Exchange with a limited number of attendees but were being live streamed.   
In response to councillors, she noted that the works at the top of the High Street were nearly complete but once that part of the road was re-opened the bottom would be closed for similar work.
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	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st June 2021
	Action

	
	Application No.
	21/01077/FUL & 21/01078/LBC – single storey side extension to form garden room at Yew Tree House, Westfield 
Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.06.21.


	
	Application No.
	21/00842/FUL - dropped kerb and vehicle crossover at 64 Lovell Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.06.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/01149/S73A - retrospective application for continued use of hard standing at East End, Pavenham

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 

1. important, uninterrupted views across the Great Ouse Valley will be damaged.  Whilst this area was used during the line electrification work, the view over the open countryside was adversely affected.  These views are particularly important from the slip road from Paula Radcliffe way and approaching Highfield Road and would be harmed by the proposed development. 

2. The danger from HGVs accessing the location from Highfield Road and Pavenham Road, Oakley.  The footways over Highfield Road bridge are very narrow and when turning at the Highfield Road/Pavenham Road junction HGVs are forced to use the entire road width, sometimes mounting the footways, in order to make the turn.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 21.06.21. on the grounds that that it is out of keeping with the area, it does not satisfy the criteria for new employment development and limited information was provided on the items to be stored, how the green infrastructure would be protected and the impact of movements to and from the site.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st June 2021 

	
	Application No.
	a) 21/01721/S73 - variation of approved plans conditions 2 & 3 of 20/02658/FUL to allow for changes to front extension at 84 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	b) 21/01795/FUL - single storey side extension at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment in the curtilage of a listed building and out of character with the surrounding dwellings

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 21/01744/M73 – variation of condition 3 of 14/01789/MAF 
to extend lifetime of solar farm to 50 years from grid connection at The Baulk, Clapham


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	19.
	Local Plan 2040:
	Action

	
	Local Plan 2040 had been issued for consultation.  Workshops would be held 12.07.21. and 17.08.21. and Cllrs. Olney & Sansom to attend.  Four development options had been proposed and many of the policies were likely to be amended by future studies or Government requirements.  Deadline for comments was before Council’s September meeting so Council agreed that the NDP Group would brief Council after their meeting on 05.08.21. and a short meeting to discuss the response to the consultation only would be held 24.08.21.
Cllr. Walker noted that it was important to state in the response that Council agreed with the exclusion of Twinwood and Colworth as development sites.

Cllr. Olney noted that there were problems accessing the documents on the Borough website and she had requested an extension to the deadline.  She was also concerned that the draft took insufficient account of the Environment Bill and that there were no development briefs for sites.  Cllr. Walker noted that development briefs were being prepared and would be included in the next consultation. 

Clerk to pursue website issues with Bedford BC.
Cllr. Sansom commented that the Government’s standard method of calculating housing needs would result in houses being built for those migrating into Bedford rather than satisfying local need.  Based on ONS data, 15,400 new homes were needed but the standard method added an additional 8,800 new homes to the total.  CPRE would be issuing a briefing on the consultation shortly. 
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Correspondence: none
	Action
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	21.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Youth Club had requested £1,500.00 for the period July 2021 to August 2022.  Balance at 01.06.21. was £5,072.73, with salaries for June & July, rent and equipment costs still to be paid.  Youth Club had been closed for much of 2020 because of Covid so reserves were higher than usual.  Estimated expenditure for 2021/22 was £5,675.00
Proposed by Cllr.  Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that £1,500 be granted

Resolved – s. 137 donation
Chair thanked Youth Club Committee and staff for their work.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th June 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.06.21.
	£55,771.31

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.06.21.
	£7,256.13

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Rural Grant to Oakley Pre-School 
	£25,000.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.06

	
	
	Total
	£25,000.06

	
	
	
	


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms June
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Salaries
	June payment 
	£1,158.30
	s/o

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	June payment 
	£333.42
	1697

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	CPM Playgrounds 
	Play Area repairs
	£840.00
	1698

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£785.00
	1699

	HMRC
	Quarterly PAYE
	£836.21
	1700

	Oakley Pre-School
	Rural Grant 
	£25,000.00
	1701

	Lewis
	Refund of tax
	10.40
	1702

	
	Total
	£29,117.16
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that expenses of £84.09 for April – June be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	23.
	Date of Next Meeting: 7th September 2021
	


 m
