OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.06.21.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 1st June 2021 in the Village Hall

PRESENT:
J. Walker, (Chairman), J. Abbott, S. Fardon, P. Jones, R. Saunders, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Apologies: M Frampton (illness), S. Nicholas (illness), P. Olney (personal), P. Phillips (personal), G. Sansom (personal), P. White (business)
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:
	

	
	Cllr. Jones for item 15e) as known to the applicants
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 19th May 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Lamp columns were replaced in the village without notice and Bedford BC had removed the Speed Watch sign brackets and clips.  Clerk had requested they be returned or replaced.  Footpath 4 from Station Road to High Street would be closed from 31.05.21. for up to 6 months for sewer works.
	

	
	Pavenham Road Speed Limit – Clerk had requested an extension of the 40mph speed limit between Oakley and Pavenham to slow traffic entering and leaving Pavenham Road.  Awaiting Bedford BC decision   
	

	
	Parking – photographs of vehicles parking dangerously at The Furlong forwarded to police. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras – no information since February.  Cllr. Abbott was chasing.
	

	
	East West Rail – Clerk had forwarded Council’s response to the consultation requesting a re-consultation on route E against southern route B and expressing concerns about the environmental impact, the role of freight, project costs, lack of economic benefit, electrification of the line, number of tracks, loss of Bedford’s character and housing potential associated with the line.  
	

	
	Oakley Sports & Social Club (OSSC) – OSSC had advised that that incorrect opening hours had been posted on Facebook in error and in future posts would be checked before being issued; club was currently closing at 9.00pm at weekends and would revert to 11.30pm as restrictions lifted; OSSC would welcome Council members on their Committee; complaints should be addressed to the club in the first instance at ifo@oakleyssc.com and they would forward AGM minutes and annual accounts.  They were also concerned about cannabis smoking in the Village Hall car park and police had been asked to pursue. 
	

	
	Anti-vaccination stickers – stickers had been posted all over the village and councillors had attempted to remove.  Council thanked Cllr. Jones.  Bedford BC had advised that they would remove but those reported in Oakley had not been removed.  Cllr. Abbott to pursue.
	

	
	Litter/dog bins – Cllr. Jones had continued to check that bins had been emptied and Council thanked her
	

	
	Bottle bank – Bedford BC had confirmed that, following the trial, the bottle bank at the Stevington Country Walk would be retained. 
	

	
	Play equipment - zip wire had been re-tensioned.  Cllr. White had attempted to tighten the bolts on the group swing but the design was such that they could not be tightened.  He had checked that the swing was safe and had ordered new bolts.  Council thanked him.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 19th May 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	 There were 9 vehicle crimes in the North Rural area in April 2021 compared with 6 in March 2021 and 35 in April 2020.  There were none in Oakley in April 2020, March 2021 or April 2021.  There were 3 crimes reported in April, 2 assaults in Station Road and 1 sexual offence.  Police had contacted a resident whose fence was vandalised and would be attending the July meeting to discuss village issues.
New PCC wanted to meet parishes and had arranged a virtual group meeting for 29.07.21.  Councillors to advise Clerk if they wished to attend.
Cllr. Jones noted that the PCSO had been very helpful with advice on removing the stickers.
	ALL

	
	
	

	8.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	a) Brockwell Meadow
	

	
	 Council agreed to defer setting a date for the site meeting until Covid levels subsided.
	Clerk
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	b) tree planting
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had offered to assist with parish tree planting schemes and had requested information about new trees planted in parishes.  Council agreed to pursue for Brockwell meadow. 
Resident had suggested planting an oak tree in a prominent location to remember the Covid pandemic.  Contractor had suggested planting a number of oaks at Brockwell as a memorial grove but if this was insufficiently visible, Chair suggested Riverside meadow.  Council to plant later in the year.
Clerk noted that packs of 15 mixed trees were available form the Woodland Trust and Clerk to apply for one.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9. 
	CPRE Living Countryside Awards
	Action

	
	Application had been submitted for Linch Furlong, the Community Orchard and Riverside Meadow and judging had taken place 24.05.21.  Awaiting results.  Cllr. Jones had printed photographs for the new notice board and Council thanked her.
	

	
	
	

	10.
	Litter Pick 2021:
	Action

	
	Council had agreed to hold an Oakley litter pick once Covid restrictions were lifted.  Scout Group would like to take part again and serve refreshments on the Green.  Cllr. Abbott confirmed that the ATC would also like to be involved and both groups had requested dates.  Council agreed a Saturday in July before the schools broke up, provided Covid levels had dropped.  
Chair noted that litter picking equipment was no longer available for Council to keep but could be borrowed for the event.  Clerk to arrange with Bedford BC once a date was finalised.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	11. 
	Meeting with Pre-School 25.05.21:
	Action

	
	Chair & Cllr. Phillips had met with Pre-School to discuss their new building.  They had explained that there was no s.106 money for education from the Parrott’s Close development and that Council did not have any other large sums of money that they could give to Pre-School to finish the building work.  Several of the Pre-School grant funders would not release money until work had been completed so Clerk had asked, on their behalf, for Bedford BC to release the Rural Grant on the basis of the groundworks already undertaken and monies already spent on the project.  Cllr. Abbott to chase.      
Chair had advised Pre-School that they could apply for new grants to equip the building once construction was completed and had suggested they apply again to Council at the end of the year.
	JA

	
	
	

	12.
	Oakley Green:
	Action

	
	a) wetpour repairs
	

	
	Chunks of wetpour had been pulled up and were a safety hazard therefore contractor had repaired at a cost of £180 + VAT.  Council ratified the cost.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) resident request for dogs to be excluded from the Green
	

	
	Resident was concerned about dogs on the Green and requested a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) excluding dogs from the Green and The Furlong play areas.  Clerk noted that there were already dog grids at The Furlong and the enclosed play area on the Green preventing dogs entering and when PSPOs were introduced by Bedford BC in 2017 areas had to be enclosed by a fence to be considered.  Cllr. Abbott confirmed that was still the case.  Councillors noted that dog fouling was not a problem on the Green and agreed there was nothing further they could do.  Clerk to advise resident. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) resident request for a skate ramp
	

	
	Young people had requested a skate ramp on the Green as all the skate parks around Bedford were too far from Oakley.  Skateboarders were struggling to find places to skate without causing a disturbance and a skate park would contribute to improving health & fitness.  They suggested locating it between the table tennis table and Grenidge Way.  The group was looking to get funding from grants but would appreciate support from Council.   
Chair commented that Council had previously considered and had a mobile ramp in the village as a trial, but it was not pursued because of the noise.  The site suggested was very close to houses and similar issues would be likely.  She noted that there were skate parks in Harrold/Odell and Rushden so not all were far from Oakley.  There was no other Council owned land that was suitable but Council agreed that Clerk should suggest the group contact L&Q who were promoting the development of 500 houses in Clapham.  Council agreed that if the group could find a suitable location they would try and help them.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	Resident refused permission to purchase land for a parking space had commented that the occupier of no. 2 The Furlong had extended into the ditch.  Cllr. Phillips had visited the site and considered that the two locations were different as to make a usable parking space, damage would be caused to roots, trees and the hedge.  Cllr. Abbott added that planning permission had been granted for the work at no. 2 The Furlong.  Council agreed that the decision should stand and Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk
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	Councillors were concerned that buses had been unaware of the emergency road closure at Church Lane/Lovell Road and that street lamps had been replaced without the parish being notified, resulting in the loss of the Speed Watch brackets.  Cllr. Abbott was pursuing why work was being carried out without notification. 
Councillors were also concerned about water continually pooling under the Lovell Road rail bridge.  Cllr Abbott advised that major work would be required to change the shallow fall of the drain so Bedford BC would continue to clear as necessary.

The intermittently flashing speed sign in Lovell Road was distracting but Bedford BC would charge to remove it.  Cllr. Abbott suggested removing the battery.
	JA

	
	
	

	14.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that a virtual workshop would be held 02.06.21. to discuss Bedford BC’s response to East West Rail.  Bedford BC would mostly be responding to the consultation questions and the Mayor and Executive would ratify agreements reached at the meeting.  Some Borough Cllrs. had received abuse because of their views which was unacceptable.  
Works at All Hallows were complete and High Street works were continuing.  No contractor had yet been appointed for the next stage of work at Sainsbury’s roundabout, which was disappointing and Cllr. Abbott was pursuing with the Borough.

Holding face-to face meetings was proving difficult.  The Planning Meeting held at the Corn Exchange had not been effective as residents shielding could not attend and there were technical issues with the sound.  Chair noted that a hybrid system was being introduced, which it was hoped would be more successful.  

There was currently no Chief Executive at the Borough as the interim appointee was on sick leave.  A temporary internal appointment would be made whilst a permanent replacement was recruited.

The Local Plan would be issued for consultation shortly and Wyboston/Little Barford was the site selected for a new settlement.  Additional housing would still be required in the town/villages. 
	

	
	
	

	15.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 4th May 2021
	


	
	Application No.
	20/02361/S73 – erection of new Pre-School including variation of condition 2 of 18/02691/FUL concerning parking scheme at land behind Methodist Church

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council supported the new Pre-School but was concerned about parking.  Pre-School had assumed that the Methodist Church car park could be used for Pre-School and Council understood that this had not been agreed with the Church.  Access along Chapel Pound had also yet to be agreed.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 30.04.21. with a condition that the car park should be used for unrestricted parking by staff and the standing of vehicles while servicing the premises (delivery vehicles) and should be ready for use prior to the occupation of the building

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/02878/FUL – new dormers to east & west roof slopes at The Pumphouse, 2 Willow Vale Cottages, Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.05.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00483/FUL - single storey rear extension, garage conversion, pitched roof to replace existing flat roof & new detached garage (revised scheme) at 3 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.05.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00617/FUL - demolition of existing redundant garage blocks. Erection of bungalow and detached double garage (revised proposal) at land rear of 104 - 106 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 

1. the development is still cramped and would be harmful to the character of the area. 

2. the garage entrance is constrained and unlikely to be used by two vehicles therefore limiting parking on site. 

3. the access road is still narrow and exits onto the zig zag lines of the zebra crossing and opposite the school field entrance, both of which are heavily used by school students.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refused 19.05.21. on the grounds that the proposed bungalow would result in a back land development that failed to reflect the pattern and built form in the locality and if permitted would result in a cramped and contrived form of development with poor design and which would be harmful to the character and appearance of the area.  In addition, the proposed layout did not provide a suitable bin storage point and was over 40 metres away from the nearest collection point contrary to Local Plan policies.
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	Application No.
	20/02157/P18 - Application for Prior Approval for proposed alterations to Highfield Road Railway Bridge

	
	Parish Comments:
	The proposed parapets would still be detrimental to the amenity of the area at one of the main entrances to the village, as they are out of keeping with the rural setting. A sympathetic rebuild using materials similar to the existing should be carried out.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 25.05.21. with a condition that the mesh railings proposed on the northern and southern elevation of the bridge should be finished in black.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 4th May 2021 

	
	Application No.
	 a) 21/01263/FUL - erection of oak framed cart shed with home office above at 29 Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the height does not adversely impact neighbours.


	
	Application No.
	b) 21/01183/S73A - single storey side extension with front door & rear door to garden (development already carried out) at 2 Burleigh Place


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 21/01378/TPO - remove & grind out stump of willow in front garden at 3 Ruffs Furze


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the tree is an important and iconic memorial tree which softens the entrance to Ruffs Furze.  Tree has previously been cut back and Council would prefer it to be trimmed again.  If it has to be felled a replacement should be planted.


	
	Application No.
	d) 21/01435/TPO – fell hawthorn and trim/deadwood ten trees at Rievaulx, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 21/01478/TPO – fell one oak and replant oak at Five Oaks, Church Lane


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the tree should not be felled unless diseased.  

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 21/01149/S73A - retrospective application for continued use of hard standing at East End, Pavenham


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 

1. important, uninterrupted views across the Great Ouse Valley will be damaged.  Whilst this area was used during the line electrification work, the view over the open countryside was adversely affected.  These views are particularly important from the slip road from Paula Radcliffe way and approaching Highfield Road and would be harmed by the proposed development. 

2. The danger from HGVs accessing the location from Highfield Road and Pavenham Road, Oakley.  The footways over Highfield Road bridge are very narrow and when turning at the Highfield Road/Pavenham Road junction HGVs are forced to use the entire road width, sometimes mounting the footways, in order to make the turn.


	16.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Boundary Commission – new draft proposals for Bedford Borough
	

	
	Boundary Commission was consulting on new draft proposals for Bedford Borough.  Proposal for Oakley & Clapham had changed as Pavenham and Stevington had been removed from the ward.  The ward would comprise Oakley and Clapham only and would have two councillors.  Final recommendations for the whole Borough would be issued on 31.08.21.  Council was content with the proposals.
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 31st May 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.05.21.
	£36,099.84

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.05.21.
	£7,256.07

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Grass cutting contribution 2021/22
	£1,200.00

	
	ORA
	Newsletter advertising 2020/21
	£432.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.06

	
	
	Total
	£1,632.06
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms April
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Oakley Day Centre
	S.137 donation
	£500.00
	1686

	
	Oakley PCC
	S.137 donation
	£500.00
	1687

	
	Paice 
	Expenses January - March 2021
	£102.52
	1688

	
	Bays 
	Website hosting & management 2021/22
	£1,280.00
	1689

	
	Lewis
	May salary
	£355.07
	1690

	
	Paice 
	May salary
	£798.03
	1691

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	May payment 
	£333.42
	1692

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	BATPC
	Affiliation fees 2021/22
	£535.00
	1693

	CPM Playgrounds
	Playground repairs
	£330.00
	1694

	V C Property 
	Installing notice board at Linch Furlong
	£117.60
	1695

	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillator pads
	£51.60
	1696

	
	Total
	£5,057.07
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Date of Next Meeting: 6th July 2021
	


 m
