OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 04.05.21.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 4th May 2021 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott, S. Fardon, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, S. Nicholas, R. Saunders, J. Walker, P. White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 2 members of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Walker that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips to sign and return the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chair.  

He thanked councillors for their support 

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair
	Action

	
	Resolved
	

	
	Cllr. Walker to sign and return the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chair.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session:
	

	
	Residents were concerned about opening hours at the OSSC.  They asked if Council was content that the current licence allowed the club to be open indoors until 1.00am on Fridays and Saturdays, what Council’s legal responsibilities were regarding the OSSC, whether Council had an active relationship with the OSSC and whether residents should channel any concerns about the Club through the Council. They were concerned that late hours could attract drinkers to the village and encourage vandalism, that no Council representative had been appointed to the Oakley Recreational Association (ORA) Committee as specified in the lease and that the ORA only reported back major changes and their accounts.  They suggested Council should receive copies of the minutes of all ORA meetings.  Discussed under item 19.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Apologies: M Frampton (illness)
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Sansom for item 13 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllr. Abbott for item 16 as a resident of The Furlong.  Cllr. Olney for item 25a as Chair of Trustees of the Day Centre and 25b) as a member of the PCC.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd March and the Annual Parish Meeting on 6th April 2021:
	

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives on other bodies:
	

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker

(Reserve: M Frampton)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S Fardon, S Nicholas, P Olney

Speed Watch Group: P Phillips, S Nicholas

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J Abbott

Footpath Officer: P Jones
Oakley Directory: S Fardon
Oakley Recreational Association: J Abbott, G Sansom
Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker 

The Villager Community Minibus: S Fardon
Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders

Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney  
	

	
	Resolved to appoint
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	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported unlit width restriction signs at the High Street/Station Road crossroads and damaged road sign at Grange Close to Bedford BC.  Lovell Road would be closed overnight at railway bridge 14 – 15.05.21. for a bridge inspection.  Anti-vaccination stickers had been removed from lamp posts and signs and Council thanked Cllr. Jones.  Residents were concerned about work to replace lamp columns on their land in Parsonage Close.  Issue had been resolved between residents and Highways.  Cllr. Abbott had pursued resident’s concern about overhanging vegetation in Lincroft preventing social distancing with Highways.
	

	
	Pavenham Road Speed Limit – Pavenham PC had not responded to Council’s suggestion for a joint application for an extension of the 40 mph speed limit between Oakley and Pavenham.   Chair suggested that Council pursue 
	

	
	Parking – photographs of vehicles parking dangerously at The Furlong and on the footway in Station Road had been forwarded to police. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras - 9 notices of intended prosecution were issued in February, 7 for speeds up to 40mph and 2 for speeds between 41mph & 42 mph.
	

	
	Litter/dog bins – Cllr. Jones and Clerk had been chasing Bedford BC to empty all the bins every round as bins in Station Road, Pavenham Road, on the Green and at Riverside had been missed over recent weeks.
	

	
	Grass cutting – Councillors and residents had reported that grass on the Green, Brockwell meadow and Station Road bank had not been mown and strimming was not carried out.  Clerk had pursued with contractors and issues had been resolved
	

	
	CPRE Living Countryside Awards – Clerk had submitted an application for work in Linch Furlong, the orchard and Riverside Meadow and judges would be visiting the sites between 17.05.21. and 27.05.21.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 2nd March and the Annual Parish Meeting of 6th April 2021: none
	Action

	
	
	

	10.
	Crisis Communications Webinar 31.03.21:
	

	
	Clerk had attended and reported that the webinar considered how to prepare for, respond to and recover from a crisis.  It was suggested that all councils should have an emergency plan for disasters such as flooding, which should include emergency service and press contacts, decision making arrangements, resources, where and how the plan should be stored and data protection considerations.  Councils should assess the risks, rehearse the plan and undertake regular reviews.  They should consider how to manage public reaction, who would be the spokesperson if needed, review the handling of any crisis and incorporate what was learned into the crisis plan.  Council agreed that a risk assessment should be carried out and a basic plan would be sensible. Clerk to ask to see a copy of Clapham PC’s plan. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Meeting Venues:
	Action

	
	Government had decided not to extend remote meeting regulations beyond 07.05.21.  A case had been brought to court, supported by NALC, arguing that the authority to meet remotely already exists within the 1972 Act but had been rejected.  The Committee Room in the Village Hall was too small for socially distanced meetings but the main hall was available for the June meeting, as it was half term.  Village Hall had confirmed that numbers were limited to 25 in June and Clerk had booked.  Council agreed that a meeting in the Committee Room should be permissible by July but Council would review in June if necessary. 
Risk assessments would need to be carried out before meeting in person and Clerk had circulated a draft Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that risk assessment be accepted

Resolved
Government had launched a call for evidence on the use of virtual meetings and Council supported their continue use.  Clerk to complete the questionnaire.
	Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Following a decrease in burglaries in 2020, the police priority for the North Rural Area from 01.04.21. had been set as vehicle crime as numbers of vehicle crimes and complaints from residents were increasing.  

There were 4 crimes reported in February, 1 harassment, 1 sexual, 1 sending malicious communications & 1 theft.  There was 1 reported crime in March, a sexual offence.  
Chair noted that Speed Watch had now resumed.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Improving Biodiversity in Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom had written an article in the March Newsletter.  Council agreed that it was too early to set a date for the site meeting and would consider again in June.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Tree Policy and Tree Planting:
	Action

	
	Tree policy had been updated following comments from Bedford BC and a copy posted on the website.

Resident had suggested planting trees in Linch Furlong and planting an oak tree to remember the Covid pandemic.  Council agreed that there were sufficient trees in Linch Furlong and Riverside Meadow would be preferable as trees had been lost there in recent years.  Clerk to ask contractor for advice. 
	Clerk
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	15.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	a) zip wire barrier
	

	
	Resident was concerned that the zip wire platform had no safety barrier and that children had fallen.  Clerk noted that quarterly and annual inspections had not raised any safety issues with the platform but had asked the manufacturer if there were any safety barriers that they could fit to the platform.  Manufacturer had advised that during the design and certification of the product they did consider the use of a rail around the platform, however, after a risk assessment, it was discounted as being a far higher risk than an open platform.  If users are pushed back to the launch platform they could collide with a rail, a rail would provide an elevated take-off point, which could lead to higher risk fall injuries and would provide easier access to the higher parts of the cableway structure.  As the platform is less than 1m in height, the risks from any falls are within commonly accepted thresholds, the platform has been designed to be ‘not easy’ to access and the open platform design has been accepted in the market for many years.  Specifically for Mantis there were hundreds of these products provided throughout Europe and they had a very good safety record.  Council therefore agreed not to pursue and Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) quarterly inspection report
	

	
	Inspection noted that at The Furlong fixings in the fence needed securing but no work was needed to the equipment.  At the Green, rotten timber in the log balance needed replacing and rough edges smoothing and the wetpour around the swings and the junior multiplay needed repairing.  The balance beams had also rotted since the inspection was carried out and all but one post had now been removed.  Recently, chunks had also been pulled out of the wetpour.  Clerk had requested quotations to repair the wetpour.  
Contractor had been unable to repair the wood underneath the roundabout as it had been welded together over many years but this had not been raised by the inspector as an issue.  Clerk had received two quotations for repairs, one for £1,559.84 + VAT and one for £715.00 + VAT to replace logs in the log balance and tighten the fence fixings as other work except the wetpour had been completed.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £715.00 + VAT be accepted.  
Resolved
Cllr. Walker noted that the log balance and roundabout would soon need replacing and suggested that Council would need to budget to replace these and the balance beam in the future.  Council agreed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Land at The Furlong:
	Action

	
	Resident had asked to purchase land adjacent to 1 The Furlong to create parking.  Cllr. Abbott had not yet received any information from Bedford BC about any restrictions in the S. 106 agreement.  Councillors were concerned that work to create parking space would damage the roots of the hedge and proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that request be refused

Resolved 

Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	a) meeting with Minister 15.03.21.
	

	
	Parishes raised concerns about the 2019 consultation, the environmental impact of freight passing through Bedford and close to villages and the influence of Bedford BC, who support the northern route E.  The Minister had decided that the consultation was open and fair and there was no reason to re-consult, EWR would be implementing noise and pollution reduction measures and there was no evidence that Bedford BC exerted undue influence on the outcome of the 2019 consultation.  Minister had also advised that if consultees preferred other routes they could include in their response to the current consultation.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) EWR briefings 31.03.21, 08.04.21. & 21.04.21
	

	
	Cllr. Olney had circulated a report.   EWR was seeking views on the customer experience of travel - the station experience, train experience and customer information.  They outlined the work they had completed to date and works proposed.  From Bletchley to Bedford, there would be track improvements, less stopping stations and possibly no electrification.  At Bedford St John’s Station the track curve would be re-aligned, the station relocated either closer to the hospital or to the south and a new bridge built over the river.  Bedford Station would be moved because the EWR line will need more platforms and a further two tracks.  Ford End Road and Bromham Bridges would require altering again and buildings would be demolished in Ashburnham Road.  A viaduct would be built over the river, A6 and Clapham Road and the tracks would continue between Clapham and Brickhill.  Tunnelling was suggested but EWR advised that they planned a cutting and using the earth to build embankments.  
Five possible route alignments were proposed from Clapham Green to Cambridge.  The emerging preference was for purple - South of Ravensden, Wilden, Roxton, Tempsford, Cambourne North, Cambridge South and dark blue - North of Ravensden, Wilden, Roxton, Little Barford, Cambourne North, Cambridge South.  
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	The reason given for a route through Bedford was that it would create more jobs leading to more prosperity in and around the town.  Questions were about raised about freight, the viaduct over the A6, where the line would go through Bedford, the impact on Brickhill, noise, electrification of the line and the number of stops.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) consultation 31.03.21. – 09.06.21.
	

	
	Bedford BC would be holding public meetings on EWR 12.05.21. 12pm-2pm and 13.05.21. 6.30pm-8.30pm.

Both BFARe and CPRE had issued briefings on the consultation. 
Council was very concerned about the impact of the line on residents and the environment and the disruption during construction.  Council agreed that Cllrs. Olney & Sansom and the Clerk would meet 10.05.21. to draft a response to the consultation and Council would meet again on 19.05.21. to finalise.  Response would be published on the website, Facebook and on notice boards.
	PO/GS/

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Football Club request to use the Green for training:
	Action

	
	AFC Oakley had requested permission for the under 6s to under 8s to use the Green for training as the football season had been extended to the end of June and pitches at Lincroft were not available.  Council had agreed, as a decision was needed before the May meeting, on the condition that before starting teams should leaflet surrounding households and the leaflet should state that the permission was temporary until the end of June, parents/carers had been asked to park responsibly when dropping off/collecting team members i.e. not blocking driveways or junctions and not driving on verges or footways and that Covid protocols would be followed.  Lincroft had subsequently re-opened their pitches and to date the Green had not been required.  Cllr. Nicholas noted that AFC Oakley was very grateful for Council’s support.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Opening Hours at the Oakley Sports and Social Club post Lockdown:
	Action

	
	Council discussed residents’ concerns about the OSSC.  Cllr. White noted that the 1.00am closing time was discretionary and previous stewards had only remained open for specific functions.  He added that members would be unlikely to stay that late unless there was a function.  Chair noted that the Borough Licensing Department had visited the OSSC and explained the regulations to them and that it was in their interest to run orderly premises.  The Committees for the ORA and OSSC were the same and Council agreed to write to the ORA, advising that Cllrs. Abbott & Sansom had volunteered to share the role of Council representative on the Committee, asking that they observe the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding i.e. forward annual accounts and AGM minutes to Council and inviting them to the June Council meeting.
Council agreed that residents should direct any complaints to the ORA/OSSC in the first instance and if they could not be resolved pursue with the Licensing Authority or, in the case of noise issues, the Borough Environmental Health Department.  Council would appreciate copies of any complaints so that they were aware of any problems
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Litter Pick 2021:
	Action

	
	Keep Britain Tidy had scheduled the 2021 Great British Spring Clean for 28.05.21 – 13.06.21. and Council agreed to hold an Oakley litter pick once Covid restrictions were lifted.  Scout Group had been involved in previous years and Clerk to ask if they would like to take part again and when they were available.  Cllr. Abbott noted that the ATC was also interested in taking part and he would discuss dates with them.
	Clerk

JA

	
	
	

	21.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	request for litter bin in Church Lane
	

	
	Following reports of litter at the Old Forge in Church Lane, Charles Wells had cleared the site and had requested a new litter bin.  They had advised that they might possibly contribute to the cost.  Cllr. White had suggested replacing the small blue bin at the bus stop with a dual-purpose dog/litter bin near the seat on the corner.  Bedford BC had confirmed that they would not empty a dual-purpose bin at this site as it is near a bend on a main road and unsuitable for Borough staff to park and empty the bin safely.

Bedford BC would charge £550 + VAT to supply and install a dual purpose bin on a concrete slab at the bus stop.  Bin would cost £308.85 + VAT plus cost of installing to purchase direct
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that the quotation for £550 + VAT be accepted.  
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott was unable to provide a report due to internet issues.
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	23.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 2nd March 2021
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00007/FUL - single storey rear extension, new front porch & external alterations including ramp access at 18 Lovell Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.03.21.


	
	Application No.
	21/00248/FUL - garage conversion, single storey side extension to form new garage, new front porch & external alterations at 22 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.03.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00004/FUL - 2 storey rear extension at 98 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.03.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/02745/S73A - retrospective permission for 2 air conditioning units at 27 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection to the visual impact but neighbour was concerned about noise and Council did not have the technical expertise to comment on this. 

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.03.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00403/FUL – single storey rear extension at 32
Brockwell

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 13.04.21.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	21/00451/FUL - single storey rear extension, storm porch and loft conversion with rear dormer at 6 Bevery Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 13.04.21.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that Bedford BC had decided prior approval was not required for the forestry storage building on land at rear of Queens College Farm, Queens Close
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 2nd March 2021 

	
	Application No.
	a) 21/00617/FUL - demolition of existing redundant garage blocks. Erection of bungalow and detached double garage (revised proposal) at land rear of 104 - 106 Station Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that 

1. the development is still cramped and would be harmful to the character of the area. 

2. the garage entrance is constrained and unlikely to be used by two vehicles therefore limiting parking on site. 

3. the access road is still narrow and exits onto the zig zag lines of the zebra crossing and opposite the school field entrance, both of which are heavily used by school students.


	
	Application No.
	b) 21/00842/FUL - dropped kerb and vehicle crossover at 64 Lovell Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 21/01074/ TPO – various tree works at 2 The Spinney, Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided replacement trees are planted


	
	Application No.
	d) 21/01159/TPO – remove 2 oaks at Kingwood, Westfield Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided replacement trees are planted

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 21/01077/FUL & 21/01078/LBC – single storey side extension to form garden room at Yew Tree House, Westfield 
Road


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 21/01036/FUL - change of use from hairdressers/beauty salon to dwelling house & external alterations at Hazel Kaye, 40 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	Application No.
	g) 20/02157/P18 - application for prior approval for proposed 
alterations to Milton Road Railway Bridge in Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that the proposed parapets would still be detrimental to the amenity of the area at one of the main entrances to the village, as they are out of keeping with the rural setting.  A sympathetic rebuild using materials similar to the existing should be carried out.

	
	
	

	24.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	resident request for a footway along Highfield Road
	

	
	Resident had requested a footway along Highfield Road as inconsiderate drivers were in danger of hitting pedestrians.  Clerk noted that Clapham PC had requested a footway from the site promoters of the Milton Hill development.  Cllr. Sansom commented that a hoggin path would be preferable to tarmac given the setting and that Bedford BC had stated that the Milton Hill developers might also fund a cycle/pedestrian path along Lovell Road.  Clerk to ask Bedford BC to pursue both paths with the site promoters.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	25.
	Grant Applications:  
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Day Centre
	

	
	Oakley Day Centre had requested a grant at Council’s discretion to provide activities for elderly clients and a break for carers.  Total cost of providing services in 2019/20 was £73,844.  £106,434 was held in reserve in case no further funding, grants or donations are received and to cover redundancies/relocation if the centre had to close.  Balance would be obtained from grants and donations.  Two clients were Oakley residents.  Balance at 31.03.20. was £105,874.  Audited 2020/21 accounts were not yet available but Centre had an operating loss of £6K for 2020/21.

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that donation of £500.00 be made
Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) St. Mary’s Church
	

	
	St. Mary’s Church had requested £3,000 towards the renovation and restoration of the Church clock.  Total cost of the project was approximately £11,500.  Balance would be obtained from further grants and donations.  90% of members are Oakley residents.  Balance of £40,813.06 at 31.12.20.  Money held for repairs - £15,121.40 was restricted to the fabric of the church and the clock was not considered as fabric.
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that donation of £500.00 be made
Resolved – s.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Country Days
	

	
	Country Days (an educational charity providing outdoor learning for 7 – 11 year olds at Felmersham Nature Reserve) had requested a grant at Council’s discretion to increase the scope of their courses and run them safely for the number of participants they aimed to have.  In particular, they needed an additional landing stage at the pond, an additional science shed, two more compostable toilets, pond equipment and two marquees.  Total cost of the project was approximately £30,810.  Balance would be obtained from fund raising, course fees, donations and other trusts.  This year and in the past a number of young people had signed up for the courses that attend local primary schools in and around Oakley.  Balance of £50,677 at 31.12.20.
Council agreed not to donate unless Oakley young people were using the courses.  Clerk to ask Country Days to confirm and would reconsider if confirmation received.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	26.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 31st March 2021
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.03.21.
	£37,282.16

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.03.21.
	£  7,256.01

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£83,748.89


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	

	
	Oakley Upholstery
	Directory advertising
	£40.00

	
	Tudor Rose
	Directory advertising
	£35.00

	
	O for Coffee
	Directory advertising
	£35.00

	
	Oakley Building Services
	Directory advertising
	£55.00

	
	ORA
	Directory advertising
	£30.00

	
	Barton 
	Directory advertising
	£7.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - first half
	£27,350.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.06

	
	
	Total
	£27,552.06
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions March
	£1,784.23
	d/d

	
	Anglian Water 
	Allotment water
	£49.38
	d/d

	
	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting 2020/21
	£2,591.83
	1677

	
	CPM Playgrounds
	Play equipment repairs
	£912.00
	1678

	
	Oakley Properties
	Cricket Field rent 2021/22
	£747.26
	1679

	
	Fenland Leisure
	Quarterly play area inspections
	£312.00
	1680

	
	Information Commissioner 
	Data Protection renewal
	£40.00
	1681

	
	Paice 
	April salary
	£365.47
	1682

	
	Lewis 
	April salary
	£798.23
	1683

	
	Bedfordshire Pension Fund
	April payment
	£333.42
	1684

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms April
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Sue Ryder St. John's
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£60.00
	1685

	
	Total
	£14,495.52
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Internal Audit report
	

	
	Internal audit had been carried out 19.04.21. and auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  He had requested that his fee of £60 be donated to St. John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger.  Council thanked Clerk and the internal auditor.  Clerk noted that auditor was considering moving out of the area and a new auditor might be needed for 2021/22
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Annual Governance Statement
	

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Clerk had signed section 1 of the audit return.  Chair to sign 
	

	
	
	

	
	d) 2020/21 end of year accounts
	

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that accounts and section 2 of the audit return be approved.

Resolved – Responsible Financial Officer had signed accounts.  Chair to sign and return.

Clerk had signed section 2 of the audit return.  Chair to sign 
	

	
	
	

	
	e) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2021/22 which took account of the virtual meetings due to Covid.  

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that risk assessment be adopted
	Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	f) Annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2021/22.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged

Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that the Audit Plan be adopted
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	g) Review of direct debits & standing orders
	

	
	Council reviewed payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School, allotment rent and allotment water. Salary payments could no longer be made by direct debit so proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr.  Olney     that standing orders be set up to pay Clerk (£798.23) and litter picker/bus shelter cleaner (£365.47)

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that Council continue to make monthly standing order payments of £153.83 to the Old School, annual direct debit payment of £420 to Bedford BC for allotment rent and to pay variable direct debit payments to Anglian Water for allotment water.
	

	
	Resolved
	Clerk
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	h) website renewal
	

	
	Bays Media had quoted £1,200 to continue to host and manage the website for 2021/22, £60 for hosting mailboxes and £20 domain name renewal totalling £1,280 (no VAT)
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that the quotation be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that expenses of £102.52 for January – March be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	27.
	Date of Next Meeting:  1st June 2021
	


 m
