OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.01.21.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 12th January 2021 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott, S. Fardon, M. Frampton, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, S. Nicholas, R. Saunders, J. Walker, P. White (part), the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: 
Chair expressed Council’s condolences to Cllr. Saunders and his family following the death of his mother.  She had supported John Saunders during his many years as a councillor and was a very well respected member of the community, particularly the church.  She would be fondly remembered by all.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  none

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Sansom for item 9 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Cllr. Walker for item 17 as a relative of a Home Office staff member.  Cllr. Abbott for item 19c) as a resident of The Furlong.  Cllr. White for item 20 as Chair of the Village Hall Committee

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 1st December 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported to Bedford BC that the drains from no. 54 High Street to the Bedford Arms were still blocked and the bollard at the junction of Station Road/High Street had been knocked over and the verge damaged.  Bedford BC had advised that the Chapel Pound pathway had not been adopted by the Borough and therefore they could not pursue the leaning fence.  Clerk had asked Anglian Water to replace the cover on the manhole by the picnic bench on the path to the weir. 
	

	
	Parking – residents were still concerned about parking at the junction of Farsands/Reynes Drive.  Residents were keeping a diary of incidents and a meeting to discuss to be held with police at the end of January.  The “no parking on verges” scheme was being installed in Lincroft and surrounding roads and Council thanked Cllr. Abbott for funding from his Ward Fund.  Photographs of vehicles parked over residents drives in Lincroft and blocking the footway in the High Street had been forwarded to police. 
	

	
	Speed Cameras - 8 notices of intended prosecution were issued in November, 6 for speeds up to 40mph and 2 for speeds of 41mph
	

	
	Bottle Bank – a new bottle bank had been installed by Bedford BC at the entrance to the Stevington Country Walk.  The site would be trialled for 3 months and if fly tipping or vandalism at the site increased the bottle bank would be removed.  Cllr. Saunders noted that it was being well used and Cllr. Olney that rubbish had been accumulating but Bedford BC had removed it.  Cllr. Sansom commented that Bedford BC should be responsible for dry waste recycling and Cllr. Abbott noted that the Borough had no vehicles to collect glass from kerbsides and no funds to purchase them without taking monies from other services.
	

	
	Strategic Planning leaflet – leaflet had been delivered to all households and Clerk had received three responses to date
	

	
	Highfield Road bridge – Network Rail had offered to meet to discuss works to the bridge and Clerk was chasing for a date.
	

	
	Allotments – Anglian Water had carried out a compliance test on 04.01.21. and two of the taps needed double check valves fitting.  Cllr. Nicholas had offered to replace taps and Council was content for him to purchase.  Site to be re-inspected 04.03.21.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st December 2020:  none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Comparison of burglary statistics for the North Rural Area showed a fall in December, with 10 being reported compared to 26 in December 2019.  Business burglary also saw a fall with 6 reported in December 2020 compared to 9 in 2019.  There were 3 attempted burglaries reported in December 2020, which matched those in 2019 and no attempted business burglaries in December 2020, compared to 1 in 2019.  In Oakley there was one business burglary in December compared to none in December 2019.
There were 9 crimes reported in November, 2 harassments, 1 assault, 1 business burglary, 1 attempted business burglary, 1 provocation of violence, 1 sending malicious communication, 1 criminal damage & 1 unspecified offence and 4 in December, 1 assault, 1 business burglary, 1 sexual and 1 drug offence.
Cllr. Abbott noted that Lincroft School was being targeted with several break-ins and IT equipment stolen.  Councillors would remind residents to remain vigilant.
	ALL
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	8.
	Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Unfortunately, the lights in the churchyard failed on 30.12.20. and although both Cllr. White and the contractor repaired them they subsequently tripped again on both occasions.  Contractor advised that Storm Bella had possibly fractured the wires and repairs could not be undertaken until they were removed to his workshop.  Derigging had been delayed because of the lockdown but lights would be removed 15.01.21.  Contract for 2021 and 2022 was due to be confirmed and Council was content to go ahead.  If replacement lights were needed Clerk to ask contractor about a new scheme.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Utility Access through Brockwell Meadow:
	

	
	Council had agreed that a legal document was necessary to protect both parties in the future.  Oakley Pre-School had suggested it was unnecessary for both Council & Pre-School to instruct their own solicitors which would double costs and that Council should approach their solicitor in the first instance and advise further. Council would be unable to use their usual solicitor as she acted for the Pre-School.

Proposed by Chair, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk approach Woodfines

Resolved
Council agreed that Clerk should obtain written confirmation from Pre-School that they would pay Council’s costs and request a quotation from Woodfines to forward to Pre-School.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	a) annual and quarterly inspections
	

	
	Contractor had advised that most of the outstanding repairs had been completed and new gates were being fitted at The Furlong this week.  He had quoted £80 + VAT to replace bungs, paint the roof edge and remove algae at The Furlong and £920 + VAT to adjust gate timings and spray black, replace the seat, chain and cover assembly on the zip wire, repair wetpour around the slide, swing, roundabout and multiplay, remove graffiti & the unused bracket and replace the missing bung on the multiplay, repair the loose wooden deck underneath the roundabout, supply and fit a new shelf to the junior multiplay and remove grass around posts, replace the missing fixing & add soil to eliminate the trip hazard at the MUGA.
He had advised that the grass mats are uneven, worn and parted in places but there was no quick fix other than replacing them with an alternative surface. The grass might, however, recover by itself in the Spring.  He also commented that there were several rotten posts on the log climber and several that had pieces missing and were cracked so Council might want to think about replacing this unit.  Council agreed to obtain a quotation to replace the logs. 
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that quotations totalling £1,000 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) appointment of inspector
	

	
	Current playground inspector would be retiring at the end of January and had suggested Fenland Leisure as an alternative.  Clerk had requested a quotation from Fenland and they had quoted £280 + VAT for three inspections p.a.   Clerk had also requested quotations from other companies and awaiting responses.  Council to consider again in March. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) collars for wooden posts
	

	
	Council had agreed to fit metal collars around the wooden posts on play equipment at The Furlong and on the Green to prevent strimmer damage.  Clerk had received two quotations for £325.00 + VAT and £275.00 (no VAT).  Third contractor had not quoted as he had been unable to source suitable collars.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that quotation for £275.00 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	War Memorial:
	Action

	
	names of the fallen
	

	
	It had been suggested that Leopold Hector Plater’s name should be added to the Memorial as he was included on the Church Roll of Honour.  Chair had investigated the Plater family and advised that the family had not responded to enquiries and no further information was available.  Chair would ask for information in the March Newsletter and Cllr. Frampton would check Church records and advise Chair.
	MF/PP

	
	
	

	12.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	Parishes Group (NBCARE) had acknowledged Council’s agreement to join the Group.  No further meetings had been arranged.  EWR would be holding a briefing session in January to discuss the format of their upcoming consultation on the route.  The meeting would not be open to the public but two councillors from each parish would be invited.
	

	
	Cllr. Olney noted that podcasts were being held w/c 18.01.21. and would circulate link.  Clerk to ask EWR why parishes had not been informed.
	Clerk
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	Responses to strategic planning leaflet had suggested housing should only be allocated in the south of the country along the Oxford/Cambridge arc and therefore the route of EWR should run south of Bedford.  Concern had been raised about building in the area, particularly the poor siting of residential areas close to already stretched amenities and objections had been made to proposed building of new homes on the Oxford-Cambridge Arc, requesting that Council pursue with the Borough Council and National Infrastructure Commission.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Calendar of Meetings 2020/21:
	Action

	
	06.04.21. Annual Parish Meeting


02.11.21.

04.05.21. 




07.12.21.

01.06.21.




04.01.22. Finance Advisory Group 


06.07.21.




11.01.22.
 

07.09.21.




01.03.22.

05.10.21.




05.04.22. Annual Parish Meeting
Resolved to accept

	

	
	
	

	14.
	Trees on Ruffs Furze green:
	Action

	
	Resident was concerned that a silver birch on Ruffs Furze green was leaning and dropping branches into their garden.  Tree surgeon had examined all the silver birches on the green and advised that none required remedial work except for two trees growing near the side boundary at the top end, which had been disfigured in the past and were now very unhealthy and more prone to failures and collapse.  Contractor did not recommend spending money on maintenance of these two trees, as they were likely to require removal at some point in the future.  Cllr. Saunders suggested asking Bedford BC for advice and Council agreed.
Chair asked about the Tree strategy and Cllrs. Olney & Sansom volunteered to draft a strategy for the March meeting.
	Clerk
PO/GS

	
	
	

	15.
	Purchase of Morelock Viacount Device:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch Group had been borrowing the Viacount device and Morelock had now offered to sell it at 50% of the usual cost i.e. £1,400 + VAT.  Clerk noted that monies had not been included in the budget but £1,347 of the Christmas lights budget had not been used and the balance could be taken from the contingency.

Chair commented that the device was used regularly to provide the detailed Speed Watch reports
Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that the device be purchased with monies vired from the Christmas lights budget and the balance taken from the contingency
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	In response to Cllr. White, Cllr. Abbott confirmed that Bedford BC would enforce the Lincroft “no verge parking scheme.”
	

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that whilst the “no verge parking scheme” signs were being installed Borough employees had been aggressively challenged by a resident not complying with Covid restrictions and they had withdrawn.  Bedford BC would complete the work shortly.  Cllr. Abbott thanked Cllr. Saunders for installing temporary fencing during flooding at Christmas so Church Lane could be re-opened.  Forty properties had flooded across the Borough.  Permanent works would be starting in March in Bedford High Street and businesses would be offered relief because of loss of trade.  Work on Manton Lane footbridge would begin at the end of January and whilst roads were quieter, work would also begin on the Clapham roundabout.  Budget deficit had reduced to £16m but applications for Council Tax relief were expected to increase.  Business grants had been paid and Bedford BC was reviewing the cases of two businesses in the village originally considered ineligible.  Additional temporary accommodation was being erected at Yarlswood for up to 200 male asylum seekers, who would be arriving shortly.  Home Office did not require planning permission and consultation with the local area had been very poor, only taking place after work had begun.  Asylum seekers would access the site from Twinwood Road, Clapham and would be free to come and go within Covid lockdown rules.   Council agreed that Clerk should raise concerns with Mr. Fuller MP and Home Office and put information and the stakeholder pack on the website.  Cllr. Walker would post on FB.
	Clerk

JW

	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st December 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	20/02427/FUL – single storey rear extension & front porch at 22 Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.12.20.
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	Application No.
	b20/02469/FUL – single storey rear extension including re-roofing to existing conservatory, garage conversion and extension to form new double garage with ancillary family accommodation above at 9 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site and adverse impact on neighbours.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 16.12.20. on the grounds it would that create a discordant feature within the street scene that is detrimental to the visual amenity and the character of the area

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01522/FUL - single storey side extension to replace conservatory at 1 Queens Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.12.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	 20/02169/FUL – alterations & extension to workshop & conversion to single storey granny annexe at 12 Parsonage Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that it could be used as an independent dwelling, it does not reflect the character of the area, it is contrary to the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan and would have a detrimental impact on 13 Parsonage Close

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 21.12.20. on the grounds that the scheme would create a new independent dwelling unit at the rear and would harm the amenity of no. 13 due to increased activity facing directly towards their rear garden.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/02216/FUL – demolition of garage blocks & erection of bungalow & detached garage at land behind 104 - 106 
Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment, lack of parking and constrained access. The access is very narrow and joins Station Road beside the zebra crossing to the Playing Field. The area set aside for visitor parking and turning appears to be needed to be kept clear to avoid cars having to reverse out onto Station Road. From the drawings of the garage area, it seems unlikely that cars are going to be parked easily in the garage which means they will occupy the turning area and prevent it being used as a turning point. Also the proposal does not address the condition that number 106 should have off road parking at the rear of the house, unless they too park in the turning area.
Resident had forwarded a response to Council’s comments and requested a site meeting but this was not possible due to lockdown.  Councillors had visited individually since the response had been received and had agreed that the objection should stand.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 23.12.20. on the grounds that proposed development would be harmful to the character and appearance of the area, additional traffic on a driveway, which is substandard, would result in an increased risk of accidents, there would be inadequate provision for turning and there was no suitable bin storage. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/02653/FUL – single storey side extension & relocation of main door at 51 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.01.21.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st December 2020 

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/02878/FUL – new dormers to east & west roof slopes at The Pumphouse, 2 Willow Vale Cottages, Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection


	
	Application No.
	b) 20/02945/FUL – erection of front porch at 24 Reynes Drive


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/02983/FUL - single storey rear extension, garage conversion, pitched roof to replace existing flat roof & new detached garage at 3 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but material for garage would need to be chosen with care to minimise impact on the street scene.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 20/03048/TPO – fell one apple, one acer & four chestnuts and prune one oak at Glenmore, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but would want felled trees replaced if possible

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 20/03051/TPO – fell one ash and one maple at Kingwood, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but would want felled trees replaced if possible

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Abbott noted that an appeal had been lodged against refusal of application 20/01393/FUL - car port extension to existing garage at 55A Church Lane.
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	19.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) London Luton Airport (LLA) - arrival flightpaths consultation
	

	
	LLA was proposing to separate LLA’s arrivals flightpaths from Stansted’s and establish a new hold for LLA to reduce delays and assure safety for the future.  The new holding area would be centred over the Huntingdon/St. Neots area and Oakley was in the 9,000 feet area and outside the low-level arrival zone i.e. below 8,000 feet.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) resident suggesting Council plant trees in village to address climate change
	

	
	Resident had suggested planting trees, particularly oaks to combat climate change.  Council had agreed to plant trees in Brockwell Meadow and Chair commented that tree policy could incorporate the suggestion.  Clerk had advised resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) resident request to purchase land at The Furlong
	

	
	Resident had asked to purchase land adjacent to 1 The Furlong to create parking.  Bedford BC would need to grant planning permission for additional parking and were clarifying whether Council could dispose of a strip of land.  Councillors were concerned that the hedge should not be damaged and would discuss again in March.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Bedford BC consultation on Housing Allocations Scheme
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on proposals for prioritising applicants in need of social & affordable housing.  These included explicit inclusion of priority for victims of domestic abuse, amended eligibility criteria for those employed in the Borough & for persons moving on from supported accommodation and updated income and savings thresholds.  Council supported the proposals but Cllr. Olney was concerned that allocations in villages were not addressed as families with strong links to a village should be able to stay in that village.  Clerk to respond.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Bedford BC consultation on Active Travel Funding
	

	
	Bedford BC was proposing to use a funding grant for a protected cycle lane along Goldington Road from the existing traffic lights to the junction of Norse Road.  Cllr. Sansom commented that the scheme covered a short length of road which did not connect to other cycle paths and Bedford BC should be looking to provide integrated and segregated cycle routes.  It was disappointing that the works in the High Street would not include a cycle path.  Cllr. Olney suggested requesting monies be used for a joint cycle/ pedestrian path along Lovell Road from Clapham to Station Road as many students walked to school and residents used the route for exercise.  Council agreed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Oakley Village Hall had requested £1,944 to improve the Hall ventilation to ensure compliance with COVID regulations.  The Hall has housings for six roof fans but four are not working and are beyond repair. Current ventilation is adequate for hirers in small groups, but four fans needed replacing to enable the Hall to host larger groups.  PIR controls also needed to be fitted so that the ventilation would turn off when the Hall was not in use.

Total cost of the project was £1,944 including VAT which the Hall could not reclaim.  Balance, if necessary, would be taken from reserves.  During the COVID crisis the Hall was running at a loss.
Village Hall had been granted £264 for tree management in May 2020.  All 7 Committee Members were Oakley residents and balance of £39,978.21 at 31.08.20.  
Clerk noted that £668 remained in the budget and the Day Centre would be applying for a grant in March

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that £668 be donated to the Village Hall and Day Centre application be considered in April
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 31st December 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.20.
	£18,980.92

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.20.
	£17,255.67

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Whatley
	Allotment rent
	40.82

	
	Hutson
	Allotment rent
	20.41

	
	Just-in Line
	Directory advertising
	£70.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.15

	
	
	Total
	£131.38
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	6.


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions December
	£1,784.23
	d/d

	
	Oakley Pre-School
	S. 137 donation
	£1,000.00
	1655

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£48.11
	d/d

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 03.11.20, 17.11.20. & 20.11.20.
	£252.00
	1656

	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works at Linch Furlong, Brockwell Meadow, Parsonage Close, the Green and Riverside Meadow
	£2,958.00
	1657

	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	£2,591.84
	1658

	CPM Playgrounds 
	Play equipment repairs
	£1,890.00
	1659

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter & planning leaflet
	£930.00
	1660

	Warners of Bedford
	Clearing allotment ditch
	£780.00
	1661

	Mazars
	2019/20 external audit
	£480.00
	1662

	Oakley Properties
	2021 rent for land at Riverside
	£100.00
	1663

	Loades
	Quarterly playground inspections
	£76.00
	1664

	
	Total
	£13,044.01
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) budget and precept 2021/22
	

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2021/22.  Finance Group had recommended three new items of expenditure for 2021/22

£1,000 for new village entrance signs, 

£1,000 for improvements to Brockwell Meadow – delayed due to Covid 19,

£660 for a new dual purpose bin to replace the one in the High Street opposite Hazel Kaye if approved by Bedford BC.  

Remainder of the budget would be spent on replacing rotten bollards on the Green as necessary or a new piece of equipment to replace the trim trail if the play equipment budget was insufficient.

The number of households paying Council Tax in 2021/22 was expected to reduce due to unemployment as a result of Covid 19.  Therefore, Finance Group recommended a precept of £54,700 which would increase the band D rate by 1.9% from £55.68 to £56.73 p.a.  

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that the Brockwell project and new signs be funded from the Directory advertising 

Resolved
Proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that the proposed budget be adopted and a precept of £54,700 be set for 2021/22 
Resolved

Chair & Clerk to sign the precept request
	Clerk
PP/   Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that expenses of £84.96 for October - December be paid

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of Next Meeting:  2nd March 2021
	


 m
