OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 03.11.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2020 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), S. Fardon, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, S. Nicholas, R. Saunders, J. Walker, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J. Abbott (business), M. Frampton (illness), P. White (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest:  Cllr. Sansom for item 8 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.    Cllr. Walker for item 20d) due to a conflict of interest.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 6th October 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported concerns that the tree trapped under the twin bridges was damaging the structure to Bedford BC and Environment Agency.  Clerk had also asked for the drains in Lovell Road and High Street between Post Office and Bedford Arms to be cleared.  Bedford BC had advised that the tree on Ruffs Furze verge was not damaging the highway but the Tree officer would contact the resident about damage to the driveway.  Lane would be closed on Clapham Road for gas works indefinitely and there were emergency overnight closures of Highfield Road 24/25.10.20, 02 – 06.11.20 and 09 -13.11.20. for railway works.  Oakley bridge was closed 8.00am to 6.00pm 29 – 30.10.20. for utility works, 
	

	
	Parking – photographs of dangerous parking on the Pavenham Road side of The Furlong junction and Reynes Drive/Farsands junction had been passed to police
	

	
	Bottle Bank – Bedford BC had suggested the front of the Village Hall or Pavenham Village Hall as alternative sites.  Village Hall Committee did not want the unit at the front as it would not resolve the noise problem and would detract from the setting of the Hall.  Clerk had advised Bedford BC.  Borough Council would need to agree a site in Pavenham with Pavenham PC/Village Hall Committee. Clerk to respond to Bedford BC advising that if the bottle bank was not removed within a week Council would dispose of it.
	

	
	Highfield Road Bridge – Council had objected to the proposed parapets as they would be out of keeping with the area and Mr. Fuller MP had agreed to pursue repairs to the bridge and embankment with Network Rail.
	

	
	The Furlong tree works – appointed contractor had advised that he could no longer carry out the works so a new quotation for £550 + VAT, which was less than the agreed price, had been accepted
	

	
	Reynes Drive green – old fence and debris had been cleared
	

	
	VJ Day plinth – plinth had been installed and Council thanked Cllr. White
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 6th October 2020 :  none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch had monitored Pavenham Road 05.09.20. – 05.10.20. and compared the data with October 2019.  The average number of vehicles per day was 23% less in 2020 and 98% were under 36mph, the same as in 2019.  A total of 32 motorists were travelling at 60mph and over, one at 86mph and one at 87mph.  Council thanked the Speed Watch team.  Given the speeds over 85mph, Chair suggested the stretch of road between Pavenham and Oakley should be reduced to 40mph.   Council should share the data with Pavenham PC and both Councils could pursue with Bedford BC.  Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Clerk pursue with Pavenham PC
Resolved
There were 3 crimes reported between 30.09.20. and 27.10.20, 1 coercive behaviour, 1 causing harassment and 1 sexual.
	Clerk



	
	
	

	8.
	Improving Biodiversity in Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom to sketch out a scheme which Clerk would circulate to councillors.  Insurers had advised that a bog area would be covered by Council’s public liability insurance but reasonable precautions would need to be taken to protect against or prevent injury or damage arising. They recommended a written risk assessment and signage, if Council considered this necessary, to provide safety guidance to visitors.  Cllr. Fardon was concerned about the risk of drowning if young people were unsupervised and Cllr. Sansom advised that the area would just be wet land and would not pose a risk of drowning.
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	9.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	a) annual inspection
	

	
	Annual inspection was carried out 30.10.20. and awaiting the report.
Following the last quarterly inspection, contractor had quoted £515 +VAT to drill out the bolt and refit the cover on the dog grid, tighten loose slats and remove and dispose of the damaged fence panel & post and install a new panel & post at The Furlong.  Contractor had also quoted £1,000 + VAT to repair the wetpour around seesaw and roundabout and replace the bracket washer on the MUGA.  Three beams and upright logs were split and rotten on the trim trail and he had quoted £100 + VAT to remove each end leaving just the two upright logs with the chains in between them or £140 + VAT to remove and dispose of the whole item.  
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotations for £515 + VAT, £1,000 + VAT and £100 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) gates at The Furlong
	

	
	Council had included £3,500 including VAT in the budget for new gates at The Furlong play area.  Contractor had quoted £2,900 + VAT to supply and install 

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Walker that quotation be accepted

Resolved 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Remembrance Sunday:
	Action

	
	Churches would be unable to hold services due to the new lockdown but had offered to read prayers at the War Memorial.  Socially distanced services at Memorials were still permitted and Council agreed to go ahead.  Clerk to thank the Church and accept their offer.  Clerk had circulated a risk assessment and Council was content.  Beavers would visit the War Memorial 04.11.20. and would lay two wreaths.  Cllr. Walker would arrange for contact details of those attending on Sunday to be recorded for NHS Test and Trace and for the event to be live streamed on Facebook.
	Clerk

JW

	
	
	

	11.
	Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Council had agreed to consider designs for replacement entrance signs as the current signs had not weathered well.  Clerk had requested quotations and received the following.  One for £62.44 + VAT per sign for a flat aluminium composite sign with just the wording and oak leaves logo or with wording and the pictures printed on the panels.  One for £125 per sign + delivery + VAT for aluminium composite flat panels with wording and pictures (3 -5 year life span) or £240 per sign + delivery + VAT for powder coated flat aluminium with direct to substrate printing, graffiti resistant coating with bolts tack welded to the corners so they can be fixed into the stone (10 years + life span).  One for £772.50 for the tooling plus £662.46 per sign + £35 delivery + VAT in solid rigid polyurethane with letters, borders and motifs cast in relief and painted according to Council instructions, drilled for wall fixing and supplied with brass screws painted to match.   One for £1,200 for tooling & patterns plus £597 + VAT per sign + VAT.  Council agreed that pictures were difficult to see on small panels and relief panels were too expensive.  Monies for four flat long lasting panels should therefore be included in 2021/22 budget. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Replacement Bin:
	Action

	
	Clerk had asked Bedford BC to approve the Station Road site for a dual purpose dog/litter bin and they were content to empty.  Bedford BC had quoted £550 + VAT to supply and install on a new concrete base.  Cost of a bin from the supplier would be £308.85 + VAT and one contractor had quoted £195+ VAT to install and dispose of the old bin.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that quotation from Bedford BC be accepted
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	School Run Parking:
	Action

	
	a) Station Road/Reynes Drive/Flax Close
	

	
	Following a minor accident on 05.10.20. Chair, Cllrs. Abbott & Olney Mr. Rose Sharnbrook Academy Federation (SAF), Mr. Prigmore, Bedford BC and Sgt. Killick met on site to discuss parking during school drop off and pick up.  Meeting agreed that community police would be present sometimes in the morning and particularly afternoons; SAF would write again to parents, Chair would sign the letter and police could also be asked to sign; SAF would cone the driveway of the Primary School as parents were using this and ensure that the cones were removed each day; Lincroft School would encourage Oakley children to use the Lincroft gate; Bedford BC would on occasion send the Enforcement Officer to take action against those not dropping off and picking up students safely and Bedford BC would develop a proposal to put yellow lines at the junction of Station Road/Reynes Drive and Station Road/Flax Close for consideration by Council.  Resident had asked for Lincroft to be considered for any measures too as residents had problems accessing their properties during the school run.
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	Cllr. Abbott had suggested that the Village Hall could be a possible drop off point to enable the children to walk to the Lincroft gate but this would need to be agreed by the Village Hall Committee.  He would also pursue funding for a wider footway for students walking from Clapham as part of safer routes for schools.  Chair commented that photographs of dangerous parking should continue to be sent to the police and he would put an article in the next Newsletter about safe and considerate parking.  Council agreed that an article should also be put in the Bromham and Clapham newsletters.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Lovell Road
	

	
	Resident and businesses were concerned about parking in Lovell Road particularly during school drop off and pick up times.  Vehicles were parking on both sides of the road blocking access by large vehicles including buses and emergency vehicles and on the footway blocking pedestrian access.  Clerk had asked PCSO to speak to offending motorists.  PCSO had also visited businesses but had no further suggestions.  
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Communication and Engagement with Residents:
	Action

	
	Chair was concerned to improve communication with residents on village issues.  Agendas and minutes were posted on the notice board and website and Newsletters delivered to every house and available online but agendas were no longer posted on Facebook due to lack of interest.  Clerk had attended a webinar on communication by councils which advised that Facebook was the most used social media and councils should prioritise this.  Images and short videos were particularly effective and e-newsletters were an easy and effective way to keep residents updated and gain feedback.
Council agreed to post agendas and consultations on which Council was asked to comment on FB.  Videos from VE & VJ Day and Linch Furlong had been very popular and Council agreed to post more.  Council’s official Facebook page was at https://www.facebook.com/oakley.bedfordshire/ and councillors to forward items to Clerk to post.
Cllr. Sansom noted that it was difficult to explain issues such as those in item 16 through minutes and the Newsletter was only published quarterly so an e-newsletter in between editions would be useful.  Cllr. Fardon suggested considering items for the Newsletter at the meeting two months before it was due to be published.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Policy Documents:
	Action

	
	Council’s Community Engagement Strategy, Complaints Procedure, Disciplinary & Grievance Policy, Equality & Diversity Policy, Health & Safety Policy, Newsletter Advertising Policy and Training Policy were unchanged.  Website accessibility policy had been added and Council was content with the documents.  
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Impact of Bedford BC Local Plan Review, Oxford-Cambridge Arc, East West Rail (EWR) and Development at Key Rural Service Centres(KRSC):
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that residents were not aware of the impact of the Bedford BC Local Plan review and major developments.  He commented that a northern EWR route and the Oxford-Cambridge arc were driving development in North Bedfordshire and large areas of land around Twinwood Business Park, Colworth and between Radwell and Sharnbrook had been submitted in the Borough’s Call for Sites as development land. The allocation of 500 homes in each of Bromham, Clapham, Sharnbrook and Great Barford would already result in the loss of large areas of greenfield land.  He suggested that the route of EWR could be changed in the same way that the Oxford-Cambridge expressway had been put on hold following large scale protests by residents and that residents should be advised to write to local councillors, the Mayor and Mr. Fuller MP if they wished to object.  Cllr. Fardon noted that EWR and the arc would bring benefits too e.g. new jobs and suggested a scoring system to analyse benefits against detriments.  Cllr. Sansom volunteered to provide an article for the December Newsletter and Council thanked him.  Cllr. Olney noted that a parishes group had been formed to challenge EWR and suggested Oakley join.  Clerk to forward information on the group for consideration at the December meeting.   No response had yet been received to Council’s letter to the Mayor about housing in the KRSCs and Clerk to chase.
	GS

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Participation at October Meeting by Mayor:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Fardon commented that the attendance by the Mayor had been very useful and suggested that he be invited to attend a meeting every year.  Council agreed that it would be useful to invite him to discuss a series of issues when the opportunity presented itself.  Cllr. Saunders noted that the Borough Planning Department was performing very poorly compared to other Local Authorities and Council agreed to write to Chief Executive, copied to the Head of Planning expressing their concern.  Cllr. Walker noted that the Planning Department was very short staffed and that PWC was currently reviewing various aspects of Bedford BC work including digitising the planning system
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Highway Matters:
	Action

	
	a) zebra crossing at Parrott Close, Lovell Road
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that the development was finished but the crossing had yet to be installed.  Dropped kerbs had been put in and Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott when work would be completed. 
	Clerk
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	b) damage to verge in Lincroft from vehicles
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon was concerned that a vehicle was still damaging the verge by driving and parking on it.  Cllr. Abbott had funded a no verge/footway parking scheme from his Ward Fund and work would be carried out before the end of the financial year.  Cllr. Walker confirmed that offenders would be fined every time they parked on the verge and Council could ask the Borough Enforcement Team to attend if vehicles were on the verge.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. White had reported that Church Lane drains were blocked and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to clear.  
Cllr. Olney noted that Station Road drains were also blocked on the odd number side and the edge of the road was sinking opposite the schools.  Clerk to report to Bedford BC.

Vegetation overhanging 64 High Street had not been cut and Clerk to chase.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	In Cllr. Abbott’s absence, Cllr. Walker reported that the service at the Bedford War Memorial was going ahead with 30 participants all seated.  The Community Hub had re-opened to provide support for vulnerable residents during the lockdown and Covid marshals were operating in the town and giving advice to parents at schools.  Bedford BC ranked 175th of 213 Local Authorities for coronavirus cases w/c 25.10.20. and hoped to return to tier 1 once the lockdown ended.  Bedford BC was continuing to urge residents to wash hands, wear face coverings and maintain social distancing.
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 6th October 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01784/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 5 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 09.10.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01341/FUL & 20/01342/LBC – demolition of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at Rectory Cottage, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the Conservation Officer is content

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 12.10.20.

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 6th October 2020 

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/02216/FUL – demolition of garage blocks & erection of bungalow & detached garage at land behind 104 - 106 
Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment, lack of parking and constrained access. The access is very narrow and joins Station Road beside the zebra crossing to the Playing Field. The area set aside for visitor parking and turning appears to be needed to be kept clear to avoid cars having to reverse out onto Station Road. From the drawings of the garage area, it seems unlikely that cars are going to be parked easily in the garage which means they will occupy the turning area and prevent it being used as a turning point. Also the proposal does not address the condition that number 106 should have off road parking at the rear of the house, unless they too park in the turning area.
Resident had forwarded a response to Council’s comments and requested a site meeting but this was not possible due to lockdown.  Councillors had visited individually since the response had been received and agreed that the objection should stand.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 20/02256/FUL – single storey rear extension, garage conversion & first floor front extension at 86 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/02385/TPO – works to 2 oak trees and severing of ivy at base of 5 trees at Electricity Sub Station in Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 20/02361/S73 – erection of new Pre-School including variation of condition 2 of 18/02691/FUL concerning parking scheme at land behind Methodist Church

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council supported the new Pre-School but was concerned about parking.  Pre-School had assumed that the Methodist Church car park could be used for Pre-School and Council understood that this had not been agreed with the Church.  Access along Chapel Pound had also yet to be agreed.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 20/02427/FUL – single storey rear extension & front porch at 22 Dewlands


	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection
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	f) Bedford BC – response to MHCLG consultation on Planning for the Future
	

	
	Bedford BC had circulated a copy of their response to the consultation.  Cllr. Sansom commented that their comments were in line with NALC and Council objections to the proposals.  Council agreed to write to Bedford BC in appreciation of their support.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Government consultation on ethical standards in public life
	

	
	Committee on Standards in Public Life was reviewing institutions, processes and structures in place to support high standards of conduct.  Consultation was seeking comments on how well ethical standards are upheld and what are the threats, whether the Seven Principles of Public Life were sufficient, whether ethical standards are robust and effective and effectiveness of standards regulator.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Transitions UK had requested £300 towards their Achieve project which offered a two year mentoring & befriending programme to young people aged 14 – 25 with learning disabilities.  Total cost of the project was £40,481 and £30K had been received from Children in Need, Harpur Trust, and Luton and Bedfordshire Community Foundation.  Funding was also received from fundraising activities, fees paid by families and sponsors and corporate supporters so approximately £10K was being sought from other trusts.  Transitions UK had had no previous grants from Council and were supporting one young person in Oakley.  Balance at 31.05.19. was £12,311.  Clerk noted that £1,986 remained in the budget.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that £300 be donated

Resolved – S.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 31st  October 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.10.20.
	£28,924.40

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.10.20.
	£17,255.37

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Sellars
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Gilbert
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Cox
	Allotment Rent
	£40.82

	
	Nicholas
	Allotment Rent
	£40.82

	
	Skipper
	Allotment Rent
	£40.82

	
	Keyte
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Chalker
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Walker A
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Cerski
	Allotment Rent
	£24.08

	
	Marshall
	Allotment Rent
	£40.82

	
	Day
	Allotment Rent
	£40.82

	
	Day
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Walker S
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Clapham PC
	Zoom payment
	£29.96

	
	Tudor Rose 
	Newsletter advertising
	£72.00

	
	Gascoyne 
	Newsletter advertising
	£144.00

	
	O for Coffee
	Newsletter advertising
	£72.00

	
	Oakley Angels
	Newsletter advertising
	£144.00

	
	Almond
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Hazel Kaye
	Newsletter advertising
	£432.00

	
	Peacocks
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	
	Lane & Holmes 
	Newsletter advertising
	£432.00

	
	Select Travel
	Newsletter advertising
	£60.00

	
	Oakley IT
	Newsletter advertising
	£216.00

	
	Testa 
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Bottle bank glass
	£767.11

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£0.14

	
	
	Total
	£3,172.26
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms October
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions October
	£1,784.23
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses July - September 
	£58.77
	1644

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Metrosigns 2000
	Notice board for Linch Furlong
	£888.00
	1645

	Bishop
	Clearing Reynes Drive/High Street green
	£240.00
	1646

	
	Total
	£3,124.83
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) payroll provision from 01.04.21.
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that from 01.04.21. they would no longer provide payroll services to parish councils.  Council agreed that Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott to enquire why the service had been ended.  CVS was developing a list of providers that are either used to dealing with voluntary sector organisations or are based locally and had so far suggested seven organizations.  Clerk to obtain quotations. 
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) grass cutting 2021/22
	

	
	Council had agreed to include a requirement that no chemicals should be used and that The Furlong hedge should be included in the hedge cutting contract.  Council agreed that Brockwell meadow should remain in the contract for 2021/22.
Cllr. Jones noted that Bedford BC had yet to replace water bags damaged by the grass cutters and Clerk to chase
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) new projects 2021/22
	

	
	Council agreed Clerk to include new village signs, replacement trim trail, new dual purpose bin opposite Hazel Kay, replacement bollards on the Green and cost of purchasing the Morelock device currently on loan in the  draft budget for consideration at December meeting. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of Next Meeting:  1st December 2020
	


