OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.10.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 6th October 2020 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott, S. Fardon, P. Jones, P. Olney, G. Sansom, S. Nicholas, R. Saunders, J. Walker, P. White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, Mr. Hodgson, Mayor of Bedford Borough (part) & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  M. Frampton (illness) 

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Abbott for item 9b) as a resident of The Furlong.  Cllr. White for items  9a) & b) as known to the contractors.  Cllr. Sansom for item 11 as a relative of a Brockwell resident.  Chair for item 21c) as an affected resident.  

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 1st September 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested drains near Hazel Kaye be cleared and work had been carried out.  Residents had asked for drains from the Post Office to the Bedford Arms be cleared too to prevent flooding.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to inspect their trees in Ruffs Furze as residents were concerned that they might fall in recent strong winds and remove the dead tree.  Bedford BC had confirmed that the dead tree would be removed.  Oakley bridges would be closed from 8.00am to 6.00pm on 29-30.10.20. for utility works.  Cllr. Abbott would be using his Ward Fund to implement a no verge parking scheme in Lincroft, Hunts Path and Copthorne Close and Council thanked him.
	

	
	Parking – notice had been placed on vehicles parking dangerously at The Furlong entrance and photographs of inconsiderate parking in Pavenham Road passed to police
	

	
	Hedges – contractor had begun work to cut Council hedges.  Fallen tree in the path from Highfield Road to Station Road pushing bushes over the path had been reported to Bedfordia who had cleared.
	

	
	Bottle Bank – Bedford BC had advised that they would visit Oakley to consider any alternative sites and complete assessments for access.  If no alternative site was located, then they would give notice to residents and remove the container.  The Old School had confirmed that Council could store the litter picker’s bin on their site.
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 29 notices of prosecution were issued in August, 17 for speeds up to 40mph, 3 between 41 and 46 mph and one for 74 mph
	

	
	War Memorial – resident had made a plaque for the War Memorial site and Council had thanked him.
	

	
	Clerks’ Salary Scales – scales w.e.f. 01.04.20. had been issued and Bedford BC had updated Clerk’s salary
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 1st September 2020 :  none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Police had been unable to hold priority setting meetings because of coronavirus.  Therefore, on the basis of reported crime & ASB data and community surveys had decided that the priority from 01.10.20. should be burglaries.  Police would be carrying out engagement events over the coming months in relation to burglaries  offering crime prevention advice, reassurance and providing up to date crime figures for burglary offences in this area.  Chair commented that visible policing with a view to preventing/detecting burglary and vehicle crime should be the priority and Cllr. Jones suggested dog thefts.
Inspector Bates was the new Inspector for the Riseley and north rural area.
There was 1 crime reported between 29.07.20. and 31.08.20, a wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm at The Furlong and there were 0 crimes reported between 01.09.20. and 29.09.20.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	8.
	East West Rail (EWR):
	Action

	
	Mr. Fuller MP had requested feedback from parish councils on the importance of continuing EWR as Government might reconsider large infrastructure projects such as EWR given the cost of the coronavirus measures.  Council agreed that EWR should go ahead but would not support the proposed northern route because of the impact on the environmentally sensitive Great Ouse Valley.  A southern route connecting to the A421 and a parkway station at Wixams was preferable.  Clerk to advise Mr. Fuller MP.
	Clerk
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	9.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	a) annual inspection
	

	
	Insurers had asked about Council’s tree inspection programme and Council had agreed to an annual inspection of all its trees in the Autumn.  Clerk had requested quotations and received one for £2,880 + VAT for all trees.  Clerk had requested three further quotations and received none.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £2,880 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) The Furlong
	

	
	Resident had requested trees from the bund overhanging their property be trimmed.  One tree surgeon had suggested that residents should be advised to cut back vegetation to their boundary as some wished to keep the screening and commented that there were now a large number of trees within falling distance of the railway line.  Cllrs. Jones, Sansom & Clerk had visited the site 18.09.20. and suggested that an alder and sycamore at the back of the site be pruned and a dead birch removed, the apple tree overhanging resident’s property should be removed and vegetation cut back 1m from fence.  Also, the hedge at the entrance needed trimming back both sides and a dead tree removing.  A dead tree needed removing from the allotment hedge too.  Council agreed that once The Furlong hedge was pruned it could be included in the annual hedge cutting contract. Clerk had requested quotations and received one for £950 (no VAT).  One contractor had requested a site visit with councillors to clarify works needed.
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £950 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	Maintenance Contract for Linch Furlong & Riverside:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom had suggested that a bi-annual trim of the shrubs between the willows at Linch Furlong to open up the view, be included in the contract.  Contractor had advised that the work would need Bedford BC consent as the land was outside the leased area.  Clerk had requested permission from Bedford BC to cut back  a 3m strip and awaiting a  decision.
Memorial seat had been delivered and Clerk had received quotations for £125 + VAT and £280 (no VAT) to install.  Resident who had donated the seat would reimburse Council for installation costs.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £125 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
Councillors commented on the excellent work by Cllr. White to repair the Linch Furlong sculptures 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Improving Biodiversity in Brockwell Meadow:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Sansom had discussed options for improving biodiversity with the Linch Furlong contractor and had sketched out a scheme which Clerk to circulate to councillors.  There were three issues that needed to be addressed, the access, which was currently too narrow for a tractor, access from the new Pre-School and use of grey water from the new Pre-School roof for a wet area.  Clerk to consult insurers about a wet area.  If coronavirus allowed Council would arrange a meeting with residents next Spring to discuss the scheme.  Chair noted that Council would need to consider whether to consult all residents as the site was a village facility.  Council thanked Linch Furlong contractor for his input. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Broken Fence at Reynes Drive Green:
	Action

	
	Neighbour had been advised by Rentokil that the area around the broken fence which could not be strimmed might be an area for rats to congregate.  Clerk had requested quotations to remove fence and debris and received one for £345 + VAT and one or £240 (no VAT) 
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that quotation for £240 be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Play Equipment:
	Action

	
	a) restriction of access due to Covid-19
	

	
	Zip wire and swing were still chained up and Council considered whether the group swing should also be taken out of use.  As play areas were now open and Covid-19 precautions notices displayed Council agreed to unchain all equipment.  Cllr. White to unchain.
	PW

	
	
	

	
	b) resident concerns about safety of multiplay
	

	
	Resident had asked for the multiplay inside the fence to be removed on safety grounds after one child was pushed from it and another fell.  Clerk noted that the most recent inspection in July had not raised any concerns about the safety of the unit or the safety surface.  Council agreed that no action was needed.
Cllr. White had repaired the play area fence after a child stuck their head through railings that had been bent and Council thanked him.
	Clerk
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	14.
	Works to the Green:
	Action

	
	a) replacement bollards
	

	
	Two of the bollards had come loose and Clerk had received one quotation for £180 + VAT to replace them with oak posts.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation for £180 + VAT be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) installation of replacement VJ Day plinth
	

	
	Replacement plinth had been delivered and Clerk had received one quotation for £90 + VAT to install

Proposed by Cllr. Fardon, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk seek additional quotations and accept the lowest
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15.
	Remembrance Sunday:
	Action

	
	Churches had asked Clerk to request the usual road closure but Bedford BC had advised that large Remembrance Sunday events were unlikely to go ahead this year.  Cllr. Olney to ask churches for an update on their plans.  Cllr. Jones noted that the W.I. would present the poppy strips they had made to the Council and Council thanked them.  Chair commented that a resident would fly the flag and lower it at 11.00am on Sunday 08.11.20. and again on 11.11.20.  Cllr. Walker noted that Bedford BC had allocated time slots for organisations to lay wreaths and Cllr. Abbott to ascertain whether Scouts and ATC wanted to lay wreaths.  If a small event was possible Cllr. Walker volunteered to arrange for it to be live streamed on Facebook.
	PO
JW

	
	
	

	16.
	Village Signs:
	Action

	
	Council had agreed to consider designs for replacement entrance signs as the current signs had not weathered well.  Councillors Abbott, Sansom & Walker suggested signs in relief similar to Bromham’s.  Chair preferred   plain white signs with Welcome to Oakley Village and oak leaves logo.  Clerk to obtain quotations for both to include in 2021/22 budget.
Clerk had successfully applied for free tulip bulbs for community groups from Bedford BC and Chair to plant in village entrance gardens and at crossroads. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Replacement Bin:
	Action

	
	Council had included monies in the budget for a new dual purpose bin either to replace the one in the High Street opposite Hazel Kaye or to replace the dog bin at the Station Road field entrance if approved by Bedford BC.  Council agreed that Clerk to ask Bedford BC to approve the Station Road site and obtain quotations for a new bin.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Ward Boundaries:
	Action

	
	Boundary Commission was consulting on proposed changes to Bedford Borough Wards and had suggested Clapham, Oakley, Pavenham & Stevington form one ward with two Borough Councillors.  Cllr. Walker advised that usually each councillor would cover a particular part of the Ward but would be available for the other part if needed and that  councillors would represent small villages equally with larger ones.  Cllr. Abbott noted that Pavenham and Stevington were opposed to joining a Ward with large villages like Oakley and Clapham.  Council agreed that a larger Ward should not present difficulties and supported the proposal.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Highway Matters
	Action

	
	Resident had requested Bedford BC be asked to include resurfacing Station Road footways in its Highways programme.  Council agreed but after the gas main works had been completed.  Cllr. Abbott noted that work would not be carried out before 2021/22. 
Cllr. White noted that the footway had sunk in Reynes Drive outside 1 Copthorne Close.  Cllr. Abbott reported that he had asked Highways to inspect the footway at Reynes Drive/Farsands and at the corner of Bevery Close and would ask for Reynes Drive/Copthorne Close to be inspected at the same time.
Hedge in the High Street was overhanging the footway and Clerk to ask resident to cut back.
Cllr. White commented that Bedfordia’s hedge in Station Road had been cut by contractor.  Clerk noted that hedge had been cut in error and hedge on school side would be cut shortly by hand because of parked cars. 
	Clerk
JA

Clerk


	
	
	

	20.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that Robinson Pool had re-opened and the Athletics Stadium was open for club activities only.  Other leisure facilities remained closed.  Bedford BC had prosecuted 48 individuals for fly tipping and each had been fined £300.  Transporting Bedford leaflet had been delivered to all households and work on the Manton Lane footbridge would begin in December.  Because of flooding, Bedford BC would be installing soakaways on the road from Oakley to Stevington.  Bus lanes would become ultra-low emission lanes and taxi drivers were concerned that they would not be able to use them but Bedford BC needed to address climate change.  Traffic levels in the High Street were higher than those in October 2019 but traffic was flowing well.  Orange sacks were not available at present as supplies were limited and resources to collect them stretched.
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	All Government coronavirus support had been spent and over £1.6 million had been distributed to over 300 local businesses.  68 “bugs & bees” projects had been identified which would include creation of wildflower meadow and less cutting on some verges.  Four Borough parks had been awarded green flags again this year. The cycle/pedestrian footbridge in Bromham Road was being reviewed as the bridge would need to be removed again for EWR works but Cllr. Abbott supported installation of the footbridge now as EWR work was unlikely for 10 years. 

Cllr. Abbott confirmed that zebra crossing at Lovell Road would be installed but there was no date yet for the work.
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 1st September 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01475/FUL – alterations & extension to workshop to form granny annexe at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but request a condition that the extension must remain part of no. 12 and cannot be converted into a separate property

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 02.09.20. on the grounds that the scheme would create a new independent dwelling at the rear and would therefore fail to reflect the existing pattern and built form in this locality and would be harmful to the character and appearance of the area. 

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01379/FUL – erection of detached garage to front at Kenmore, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the garage is in front of the building line and the application does not conform to the Neighbourhood Plan which seeks to protect the wooded area along Church Lane

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 07.09.20. on the grounds that the Borough tree officer was content, the Neighbourhood Plan would not be contravened and the design & form of the proposal were in keeping with the character of the site & its setting, were not unduly harmful to neighbours and would not affect the access and parking within the site.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01468/FUL – single storey rear extension & part garage conversion with external alterations at 19 Brockwell

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 11.09.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01169/FUL - 1 & 2 storey rear extension & single storey front porch extension at 112 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided there is sufficient off road parking

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 22.09.20.

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Abbott noted that the appeal after the judicial review on land at Oakley Road, Bromham - application 18/02671/MAO had now been withdrawn. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 1st September 2020 

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/01602/S73 – erection of shed and boundary fence at 2 The Furlong

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 20/002005/FUL – roof extension & 2 storey front extension to existing garage block to form annexe at Old Post Office, 43 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment and adverse effect on the character of the site.  Concerned also that it might be used as a separate dwelling.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/02157/P18 – prior approval for alterations to Highfield Road railway bridge

	
	Parish Comments:
	Cllr. Olney advised that an amended plan would be circulated shortly and Clerk to request a copy.  Councillors were concerned about the structure of the bridge and the embankment and that work to replace parapets would delay repairs.  Ice on the footways due to standing water was dangerous and the parapets prevented it melting on the southern side.  Cllr. Abbott had chased Bedford BC and Network Rail about repairs to the embankment and Clerk to ask Mr. Fuller MP to pursue.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 20/02127/FUL - single storey front extension, porch roof, & new roof over garage/side elevation/activity room at 72 Ruffs Furze

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 20/02169/FUL – alterations & extension to workshop & conversion to single storey granny annexe at 12 Parsonage Close


	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds that it could be used as an independent dwelling, it does not reflect the character of the area, it is contrary to the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan and would have a detrimental impact on 13 Parsonage Close

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 06.10.20.
	5.

	
	f) Oxford/Cambridge Arc developments – setting up of “Growth Boards”
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom was concerned that Growth Boards had been established but their method of operation and Bedford BC’s input into them had not been published.  MHCLG had written to Local Authorities about establishing Growth Boards to deliver housing and infrastructure projects and Bedford BC had not published the letter but other authorities had.  Mayor advised that the National Infrastructure Commission had suggested one million houses along the arc and MHCLG had decided that Growth Boards were needed as MHCLG was not willing to discuss with individual Local Authorities.  Growth Boards would be used to secure infrastructure funding but no terms of reference or powers had yet been agreed for them.  The arc had a higher than average carbon footprint because of poor public transport and needed money for transport schemes.  The Transport Forum had been  open to the public since the Mayor had been Chair.  Bedford BC had not relinquished any decision making powers, was currently working to Local Plan housing numbers and the whole cabinet supported EWR.  Discussions were ongoing about a joint spatial strategy for the arc and if one was agreed, it would be a non-statutory body so developers could not make use of it.  Mayor commented that he wanted to work with CPRE and parishes on housing numbers across the arc.
	

	
	
	

	
	g) Bedford BC Local Plan 2030 – Housing numbers for Key Rural Service Centres (KRSC)
	

	
	CPRE had circulated a paper stating that 500 homes in each of Bromham, Clapham, Great Barford and Sharnbrook in the Local Plan 2030 were not needed.  1,300 homes had been built in each of the last three years compared to a Plan target of 970 p.a. and therefore 1,000 fewer homes were need in KRSCs.  Mr. Fuller MP had circulated figures from Lichfield Planning Consultancy, who were advising Government, which also showed over delivery of housing.  CPRE considered the unnecessary new homes would adversely affect surrounding villages and local biodiversity, would encourage commuting and would be environmentally unsustainable.  Mayor advised that although 1,300 houses p.a. had been built recently, in previous years less than 970 p.a. had been constructed so numbers evened out.  Local Authorities had asked to use either 2016 or 2018 ONS data for the standard method in the next Local Plan rather than that from 2014 but Government had refused.  Opinion Research Services had produced a better method which would require just over 800 houses p.a. but Government wanted to target growth in areas that had previously seen growth.  Mayor commented that he wanted to work with CPRE on the standard formula for calculating housing need for the next Local Plan.  The current Local Plan prioritised housing in the urban area, then brownfield sites then KRSCs.  Bedford BC wanted pupils to be educated in their own villages as far as possible to avoid increasing their carbon footprint by transporting them elsewhere and 500 houses was the minimum needed to support a one form entry primary school.  Chair thanked Mayor for attending and hoped that further discussion could take place on these issues.  Cllr. Sansom suggested writing to Mayor asking Bedford BC to reduce the number of houses in KRSCs, copied to Mr. Fuller MP.  Council agreed.
Cllr. Fardon thanked the Mayor for excellent work resurfacing Lincroft footways.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) Bedford BC – responses to Call for Sites
	

	
	2,300 responses to the Issues & Options paper and 440 sites had been put forward during the consultation, which represented 77K new homes. Bedford BC was removing personal information before publishing responses but site maps were available at https://bedford.opus4.co.uk/planning/localplan/maps/planning
Clerk to put the link on the website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i) MHCLG – consultations on Changes to Current Planning System and Planning for the Future
	

	
	Cllrs. Olney, Sansom & the Clerk had met 25.09.20. to discuss consultations and draft responses had been circulated.  Councillors were content with the response to Changes to the Current Planning System which had  been submitted as the deadline was 01.10.20.  Councillors were content with the draft response to the Planning White paper and Clerk to forward, copied to Bedford BC and Mr. Fuller MP.  Council thanked them for their work on the consultations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	Fun Fair request for an event in Oakley
	

	
	Thurstons had approached Council about holding a fun fair in the village.  Cllr. Abbott noted that Bedford BC was refusing this type of event at present because of rising coronavirus numbers.  Council discussed an event on the Green and agreed that they would need to consult residents and one in the summer would be preferable to avoid damaging the grass.  Clerk to advise Thurstons.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 30th September 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.09.20.
	£30,290.34

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.09.20.
	£17,255.23

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90
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	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - second half
	£27,200.00

	
	Oakley Upholstery
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Badminton Club
	Directory
	£12.00

	
	Wright
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Fordham
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	Munro
	Allotment Rent
	£20.41

	
	NatWest 
	Interest
	0.16

	
	
	Total
	£27,313.39


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms September
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions September
	£1,981.80
	d/d

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£63.58
	d/d

	
	Came & Company 
	Insurance renewal
	£2,017.92
	1638

	
	Paice
	Purchase of laptop
	£471.30
	1639

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 05.08.20, 17.08.20, 28.08.20. & 14.09.20.
	£384.00
	1640

	The Tree People
	Tree work at Riverside 
	£1,440.00
	1641

	White Hart Press
	Printing Newsletter
	£740.00
	1642

	CPRE
	2020/21 Membership 
	£36.00
	1643

	
	Total
	£7,288.43
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) completion of audit
	

	
	External auditors were content with the accounts and had no matters to draw to Council’s attention. Closure of the audit had been advertised.  Council thanked Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	c) half yearly budget review
	

	
	Receipt and payment figures had been circulated and Clerk noted that website and allotment spending were higher than budgeted as the invoices for the work to comply with new accessibility requirements and the new allotment gate, which were agreed in 2019/20, fell in the 2020/21 financial year.  Grass cutting spending included only one quarterly invoice from Bedford BC but the total annual cost of mowing Linch Furlong and Riverside.  The cost of emptying the bottle bank was higher than anticipated due to the coronavirus lockdown but Council had recently taken the decision to remove the skip so future expenditure would reduce.  Receipts from glass recycling were higher than anticipated again because of the coronavirus lockdown but other income was as expected.
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that expenses of £88.77 for July - September be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	24.
	Date of Next Meeting:  3rd November 2020
	


