OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.09.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 1st September 2020 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott (part), P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, S Nicholas, R Saunders, J. Walker, P White the Clerk, Mrs. Paice, Mr. Fuller MP & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:

	
	Cllr. Walker noted that residents were saddened that the cricket club had left the OSSC and Oakley.  Cllr. White had been informed that it was no longer economically viable for the OSSC to host the cricket club but he would pursue.  Council agreed to write to OSSC expressing their disappointment.
Cllr. Nicholas reported that residents were concerned about trees on the Green.  Clerk noted that the Green had been inspected as part of the annual survey (item 9c).

	
	

	2.
	Apologies: S Fardon (personal) M. Frampton (illness) 

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Nicholas for items 8 & 19c) as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. White for items  9a) & b) as known to the contractors, 13 as Chair of the Village Hall Committee & 19a) as a payment recipient.  Chair for item 14b) as an affected resident.  Cllr. Walker for item 19c) as a relative of an allotment tenant.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 7th July 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – residents were still concerned about parking on the Lincroft verge.  Bedford BC Enforcement Officer had advised that they needed video evidence before acting.  Cllr. Abbott was pursuing with Bedford BC.  Tree in Lincroft that was lifting the footway was dealt with as part of the resurfacing works.  Residents had requested footways in Farsands also be resurfaced.  Cllr. Abbott had had asked for Farsands & Grenidge Way to be added to the Borough’s work programme but had been advised work would not be possible this financial year.
	

	
	Grounds Maintenance – parts of verges had not been cut in Highfield Road and Lovell Road but were now being mown.  Bedford BC would replace water bags on Ruffs Furze green, damaged by their strimmer, once stocks were available and BC had repaired the fence damaged by mowers in Ruffs Furze.  Residents had complemented the Borough on the cutting of the Green.
	

	
	Local Council Funding – Mr. Fuller MP had advised that increased Government funding for local authorities had been announced as well as other support measures.
	

	
	VJ Day Event – commemoration had taken place at the War Memorial 15.08.20. but due to poor weather the afternoon event was cancelled.  Chair noted that the High Sherriff had attended and thanked the resident who maintained the Memorial, the resident who played music for the occasion and the W. I. for the poppy drapes.  Cllr. Jones had written formally to thank the W.I. 
	

	
	Christmas Lights – Church had requested a switch on date of 28.11.20. and contractor was content.  Contract had been signed.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 7th July 2020 :  none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Speed Watch team had compared traffic movements in Highfield Road in August and February 2020.  The average  number of motorists per day reduced by 14% in August likely due to coronavirus.  In both months the majority of motorists kept to the speed limit but the number fell from 92% in February to 88% in August.  Almost 20 vehicles per day were travelling at over 40mph in August and the number of speeders departing the village, so that speed could not be seen on the screen, increased by 30%.  Council thanked Speed Watch team for the analysis.  Chair noted that police and Highways would be unlikely to consider additional speed reduction measures on the basis of this data but Speed Watch would keep under review.  He asked if there were any other areas councillors would like considered and Cllr. Olney suggested Reynes Drive.
There were 5 crimes reported between 01.06.20. and 28.06.20, 1 assault without injury, 1 harassment, 1 sexual and 2 miscellaneous thefts.  August figures were not yet available.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	Clerk had requested quotations to clear the land between the allotments and orchard.  One contractor had quoted £800 + VAT.  Others had not responded.  Clerk noted that £1K had been included in the budget which had been spent on rent and the gate.  Council agreed to defer works for the present.

Business in Willow Vale had requested the ditch be cleared following flooding during recent rain.  Business would rod the pipe to the ditch and contractor had quoted £125 + VAT to clear vegetation around pipe or £500 + VAT to excavate lower part of ditch or £650 + VAT to cut back vegetation from the gate to the orchard.  
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	Contractor noted that vegetation was tangled in the wire fence, which might be pulled up during work.  Other contractors had not quoted.  Council agreed that ditch work was needed now and Cllr. Abbott volunteered to fund from his Ward Fund.  Council thanked him.
Business also had requested Willow Vale hedge be trimmed as it was very overgrown and contractor would carry out the work as part of the hedge cutting contract in September.

Cllr. Nicholas noted that posts on the main gates were beginning to rot and replacement metal posts should be included in 2021/22 budget
	JA
Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Tree Works:
	Action

	
	a) The Furlong
	

	
	Resident had requested trees from the bund overhanging their property be trimmed.  One tree surgeon had suggested that residents should be advised to cut back vegetation to their boundary as some wished to keep the screening.  There were also now a large number of trees within falling distance of the railway line.  Tree surgeon had requested a detailed specification for the work required and Clerk to arrange a site visit w/c 14.09.20.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Ruffs Furze greens
	

	
	Residents had requested a silver birch be reduced and were concerned about the safety of other large trees in recent strong winds.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to check the large trees, which were on the Highway green Silver birch was inspected in May and was healthy.  Tree surgeon had reinspected all the trees on the green   and advised that none required any work but Council could consider planting new trees.  On the basis of the expert advice Council agreed not to trim the silver birch and Clerk to inform residents.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) annual inspection
	Action

	
	Insurers had asked about Council’s tree inspection programme and Clerk suggested an annual inspection of all Council trees in the Autumn.  Clerk had request quotations and received one for £2,880 + VAT for all trees.  Work comprised  £1,370 for work to 14 trees and the copse on the Green, £290 to remove burnt laurel and deadwood ash at Brockwell, £80 to prune Parsonage Close maple away from streetlight, £440 for work to oaks at Reynes Drive/High Street, £280 to deadwood the ash & beech at Riverside (Cllr. Saunders to check that beech was a Council tree), £360 to dismantle dead elms and £100 to sever ivy from trees on island.  £2,000 was also included to pollard 7 willows at Linch Furlong and cut back the hedge around the parking bay, but as the willows were between the river and path they were not Council trees and Clerk had asked Bedford BC to inspect.  
Council agreed to seek further quotations and Cllr. Jones noted that a tree on Grange Green also needed checking following recent high winds.
Branches had broken on two trees on the Green and were unsafe so had been removed.  One had been removed at a cost of £100 + VAT whilst other tree works were carried out.          
	RS
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) Tree Policy
	

	
	No information had yet been received from the Woodland Trust.  Clerk suggested that an annual inspection be included in the policy and Council agreed.
	PO

	
	
	

	9.
	Linch Furlong: 
	Action

	
	a) additional information board
	

	
	Council had agreed to install an additional board with changing information about flowers and wildlife to be seen at that time.  Clerk had received quotations for £472 + VAT for a wooden board, £699 + VAT, £826.60 + VAT, all including delivery and one for £740 + VAT if Council collects.  One company had suggested that there could be drainage problems with a sloping board.  Clerk noted that £1K had been included in the budget for Linch Furlong excluding grass cutting.
Chair suggested a sealed board with a single poster as he was concerned who would change the information if the current contractor left.  Council agreed that changing information would encourage more interest in the environment and increase the number of visitors and the situation could be reviewed if the contractor left.
Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Olney that board for £740 + VAT be purchased to match the existing board
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) hedge trimming
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom had suggested that Linch Furlong hedge around the parking bay be trimmed.  Clerk had requested quotations and received one which was included in the Willow Vale works discussed in item 9c.
	Clerk
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	11.
	Maintenance Contract for Linch Furlong & Riverside:
	Action

	
	Five-year contract would end in 2020/21.  Current contractor was content to continue for three years at the current price.  Cllr. Sansom had suggested that a bi-annual trim of the shrubs between the willows in Linch Furlong, which were blocking the view to the river, should be included in the contract.  The area was only small but the contractor had suggested a meeting to discuss.  Cllr. Sansom to arrange to meet him.
Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that contract be continued for three years

Resolved
Clerk to thank contractor for the excellent work at both sites.
	GS

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Improving Biodiversity:
	Action

	
	a) Brockwell Meadow
	

	
	Council had allocated £1K in the 2020/21 budget for improving biodiversity and had agreed to hold site meetings with neighbouring residents as a first step.  Councillors had considered usage of the site but Cllr. Sansom had been unable to meet with the contractor to discuss, so deferred to October meeting.
Cllr. White noted that branches from a tree in the meadow were overhanging a property in Reynes Drive and were too large for the resident to cut back.  Clerk to include in the annual inspection.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) village verges
	Action

	
	Councillors had suggested that mowing could be reduced on the verges adjacent to Riverside and in Station Road to increase biodiversity.  Linch Furlong contractor had advised that verges were not suitable as Station Road verge is very narrow with many signs etc. in the way and trees overhanging the verge by Riverside were too low to get a tractor underneath.  Council agreed not to pursue.
Cllr. White noted that the hedge was overhanging the footway in Church Lane opposite Riverside meadow.  Clerk to ask householder to cut back.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Bottle Bank:
	Action

	
	Resident adjacent to the bottle bank was concerned about the noise and broken glass and had asked for the unit to be relocated or removed.  Bromham had obtained their bell banks from Bedford BC but were having problems re-lining them.  Bedford BC had advised that bells cost £420 each to purchase & sound proofing was additional.  Bedford BC could empty but the cost to empty 3 banks from the Village Hall would be approximately £118 per visit.  As bell banks hold less glass and need emptying more frequently, based on January to March 2020 there would be a net loss to Council of  £387.65 per quarter.  Borough would not take on Oakley’s bank  & did not have any land to relocate it onto.  
As no other suitable site could be found, proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that Council reluctantly remove the bottle bank from the village
Resolved
Council discussed disposal of the skip and Clerk to ask Riches if they would want it.  If not, Clerk would ask Bedford BC to remove.
Cllr. White confirmed that there was no alternative site at the Village Hall for the blue waste bins so Clerk to ask the litter picker if she still wanted to use one of both of them and, if so, ask the Old School if they would be content to site them there.  
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Railway Schemes:
	Action

	
	a) East West Rail (EWR) Meeting 18.08.20. to discuss line from Bedford to Cambridge
	

	
	Mr. Fuller MP commented that infrastructure projects such as EWR might be re-considered in the next Parliament, given the cost of the coronavirus measures and feedback from parish councils on the importance of continuing EWR would be helpful.  He, Chair & Cllrs. Olney & Walker had attended the meeting and none considered it very constructive as certain parishes had monopolised proceedings.  Council discussed the route and some would have preferred a southern option with a parkway station at Wixams, as brownfield land was available for associated housing, traffic into Bedford would be reduced and the line could link with the existing A421 transport corridor.  Others considered that it was economically vital for Bedford that the route passed through the town.  Mr. Fuller commented that the route was unlikely to be changed but the whole scheme could be paused.  Council discussed the possibility of a station north of Bedford and Mr. Fuller noted that there was no funding for a such a station at present. He added that housing associated with EWR would put pressure on the rural area and a station would result in more traffic in the north.  
Mr. Fuller requested Council’s views within four weeks and Council thanked him for attending and would discuss again at the October meeting.
Clerk had suggested the towpath proposal to EWR, the two local MPs, Bedford BC, Cambridge CC, SEMLEP and CPRE.  Both MPs & CPRE were supportive.  Mayor had advised that Bedford BC was meeting EWR on a regular basis and would raise the issue of a towpath for their consideration.  Borough would also continue to consider provision for all road users as any new road designs are developed.
	Clerk
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	b) works to Highfield Road bridge and parapets
	

	
	Network Rail (NR) had advised that they were waiting for information from Bedford BC on their proposed permanent parapet solution and once received Council and local residents would be consulted.  Bedford BC had commented that they would not discuss the design with Council until they were content and Cllr. Abbott had challenged this approach.  He noted that Bedford BC would prefer the brickwork to be extended but NR had advised that the bridge was not strong enough to bear the additional weight.  The height and shape of the parapets would be unchanged as this design was necessary to restrict access.
NR was also planning works to stabilise the embankments around the bridge and erect temporary fencing beside the parapets following unauthorised access onto the line.  Council had asked for the parapet and embankment works to be carried out at the same time but Cllr. Abbott had been advised that the stabilisation work was unlikely to be carried out before 2021.  Chair noted that the ground was falling away and the security fence leaning and Council agreed to ask NR & Bedford BC if a survey had been carried out before deciding to programme the works for 2021.  Cllr. Abbott was trying to arrange a site meeting between NR, Bedford BC and Council to discuss works.  
	Clerk/JA
JA

	
	
	

	15.
	Highway Matters
	Action

	
	England’s Economic Heartland consultation on draft Transport Strategy
	

	
	Strategy included measures to trial and deploy cleaner and smarter connectivity across the region; champion investment in better digital connectivity to increase people's ability to work from home; maximise the potential of East West Rail to transform public transport across the region; enhance walking and cycling infrastructure and 'shared transport' and ensure the region's freight and logistics needs continue to be met, while lowering their environmental impact.  Cllr. Sansom suggested that Council put forward the EWR towpath in response.  Cllr. Olney would be attending a presentation 15.09.20. and volunteered to brief Council at the October meeting.
	PO

	
	
	

	16.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the number of coronavirus infections was reducing and Bedford BC had been removed from the Government “areas of concern” list.  Permanent test centres were available at Borough Hall and Prebend Street car park.  Work was restarting on Manton Road footbridge and work to install traffic lights on the Sainsbury roundabout would begin shortly.   Libraries and the Higgins had re-opened and Bedford BC was discussing with Fusion the re-opening of leisure centres.  Fusion had requested monies from the Borough but, unfortunately, as the service was outsourced, no funding was available from Government.  Green waste collections returned to fortnightly from 17.08.20. as collecting monthly was more costly.  Residents were putting green waste in black bins and this had to be separated out by Bedford BC.  The Environment Bill currently going through Parliament might increase recycling targets in future.  Cllr. Sansom was concerned that information on transport schemes was not available to residents e.g. Bedford BC’s submission to EWR was not on their website.  In addition, three new, influential growth bodies had been established and residents knew nothing about the Borough’s input.  Cllr. Abbott to continue to pursue with Bedford BC.
	JA

	
	
	

	17.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 7th July 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01198/FUL & 19/01199/LBC – replacement single storey rear extension to link dwelling to annexe & internal & external alterations at 29 Church Lane  

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.07.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00933/TPO – fell horse chestnut & redwood at Church Close, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless trees are diseased or unsafe.  If felled they should be replaced.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 14.07.20. with a condition that they should be replaced.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00815/FUL – demolition of redundant garage blocks & erection of two 1.5 storey dwellings at land behind 104 – 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of lack of parking and dangerous access.  The four parking spaces would have to serve the two new houses plus 106 and provide access for 108.  There would, therefore, be insufficient parking for the new houses, which have no garages.  In addition, there is poor visibility along the access road which exits by the pedestrian crossing and more traffic would increase the danger to pedestrians.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 23.07.20. on the grounds that it would be cramped & harmful to the character & appearance of the area; would overlook properties in Parsonage Close; there would be insufficient parking & turning space and additional traffic on a substandard driveway.

	
	
	


	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 01.09.20.
	5.


	
	Application No.
	20/01128/TPO – fell 1 oak & 2 sycamore and reduce 1 oak at land at Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but trees removed should be replaced if possible

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 29.07.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01127/TPO – remove 5 trees, coppice 1 tree , totemise 1 tree and prune 1 tree at Bedford Arms, High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.08.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/02251/FUL – construction of MUGA with perimeter fence at Oakley Primary

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Council appreciates that the older students need more facilities but is concerned about the impact of noise and access on local residents.  There is insufficient information on whether the MUGA would be hired out outside school hours, which could cause parking, noise and lighting issues.  

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.08.20. with conditions that an acoustic fence needs to be erected, it cannot be hired out and there will be no external lighting.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01253/FUL – garage conversion & external alterations to form ground floor bedroom & ensuite at 11 Reynes Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 18.08.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01341/FUL & 20/01342/LBC – demolition of conservatory & erection of single storey rear extension at Rectory Cottage, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection provided the Conservation Officer is content

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 21.08.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/01393/FUL – erection of carport extension to existing detached garage at 55A Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had not received the application

	
	Decision/Date:
	Refusal 026.08.20. on the grounds that height and scale of the extension proposed would be out of keeping with the character and context of the area and would have an adverse effect on neighbouring amenity.  However, certificate had been issued 26.08.20. that the proposed outbuilding at 55A Church Lane does not require planning permission.

	
	
	

	
	Clerk noted that permission for a statutory review had been granted for application 18/02671/MAO land off Oakley Road, Bromham
	

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 7th July 2020 

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/01393/FUL – car port extension to existing garage at 55A Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Council had not received the application

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 20/01468/FUL – single storey rear extension & part garage conversion with external alterations at 19 Brockwell

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/01475/FUL – alterations & extension to workshop to form granny annexe at 12 Parsonage Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection but request a condition that the extension must remain part of no. 12 and cannot be converted into a separate property

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 20/01522/FUL - single storey side extension to replace conservatory at 1 Queens Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 20/01714/FUL – extensions & alterations to remodel existing dwelling at Tall Trees, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 20/01784/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 5 Lincroft

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Saunders noted that an application for 500 houses on land between the A6 and Judges Spinney was likely to be submitted within the next two months and that land opposite the Bedford Arms, included in the NDP was for sale. 
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	g) Bedford BC – Local Plan Review consultation on Issues & Options and Call for Sites
	

	
	Cllrs. Olney & Sansom had drafted a response to the consultation which had been circulated.  Council thanked them and agreed to send.  Cllr. Olney noted that the NDP Group had also submitted a similar response.

Bletsoe PC had suggested North Beds parishes collectively hire a planning consultant to provide a joint response to the Local Plan review at a cost of less than £50 per parish.  Council was concerned about joining the group before a draft response had been issued and proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas  that Council thank Bletsoe and decline the offer at present but would review when more information was available.

Cllr. Sansom asked Cllr. Abbott whether he was taking a position as a parish councillor or as a member of his political group.  Cllr. Abbott advised that his political group had yet to respond and he had yet to decide his position.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) MHCLG – consultations on Changes to Current Planning System, Planning for the Future and Transparency & Competition: data and land control
	

	
	Under the proposed changes land would fall into three new areas - Growth Areas, Renewal Areas and Protected Areas (green belt, AONBs etc).  Full planning applications would only be required for new schemes within Protected Areas.  Planning would be automatically secured for areas categorised for growth and some development would be allowed in renewal areas.  S. 106 agreements would be replaced by a new Infrastructure Levy, developments which complied with local design codes would be given faster permissions and the Duty to Co-operate would be abolished.  Renewal Areas were likely to include villages such as Oakley as these would cover “existing built areas where smaller scale development is appropriate.”   Mr. Fuller MP commented that the intention was to speed up the planning process and ensure that houses with permissions were built.  Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans would provide templates for pre-approval for small developments but the process was more detailed for large developments.  Government would also expect infrastructure to be built before housing.  He accepted that the proposals did not require developers to deliver what they had agreed in terms of build schedule and design and suggested that penalties should be introduced for failure to do so.  Cllr. Sansom noted that the affordability component of the standard housing calculation was encouraging the building of large numbers of houses along the Oxford/Cambridge arc to bring affordability down.  Local circumstances needed to be considered rather than a calculation applied nationally.  Mr. Fuller noted that housing number calculations had been produced by consultants and under the existing formula Bedford BC would need to deliver 1,300 homes p.a. which was the number they were currently providing. Under the new formula this would reduce to 1,100 p.a.  The figure of 1 million new houses associated with the Oxford/Cambridge arc included 230K London overspill houses and he was pressing Government to remove these as unnecessary.  Other authorities were also pushing housing toward Bedfordshire e.g. the protection of the green area around Cambridge was driving housing to Bedfordshire.  Cllr Olney suggested a separate meeting to provide a briefing paper on these issues and she, Cllr. Sansom, Clerk & any other interested councillors to prepare and circulate.
	PO/GS/

Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Correspondence: 
	Action

	
	a) Bedford Arms – proposal to take over management of spinney adjacent to premises
	

	
	Bedford Arms was seeking Council support to take over the spinney adjacent to the pub but had yet to put together a proposal for discussion.  Deferred until proposal available.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bedford BC - consultation on splitting Self-Build & Custom Housebuilding Register
	

	
	Bedford BC was considering whether to divide the Register into two parts – part 1 for those with a local connection and part 2 for those who do not to give priority to those with a local connection.  Bedford BC would then be required to meet the demand evidenced by Part 1 only.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	accounts for period up to 31st August 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.08.20.
	£12,370.14

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.08.20.
	£17,254.94

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Bedford BC
	Glass recycling
	876.70

	
	NatWest 
	Interest
	0.28

	
	
	Total
	£876.98
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms July & August
	£307.66
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions July & August
	£3,489.44
	d/d

	
	Bedford BC
	Allotment site rent 2020/21
	£420.00
	d/d

	
	Paice
	Expenses April - June 
	£156.73
	1627

	
	Oakley Village Hall
	S. 137 donation
	£264.00
	1628

	
	Oakley Youth Club
	S. 137 donation
	£4,500.00
	1629

	
	Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 07.07.20, 15.07.20 & 28.07.20.
	£288.00
	1630

	
	Bedford BC
	Quarterly grass cutting payment
	£1,727.90
	1631

	
	Heritage Arboriculture
	Tree works on the Green and Grange Green
	£684.00
	1632

	
	Loades
	Quarterly play area inspections
	£76.00
	1633

	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	P Knight
	Management of Linch Furlong & Riverside 2020/21
	£1,500.00
	1634

	Christmas Decorators
	Deposit for 2020 Christmas lights
	£846.00
	1635

	Whites Engineering 
	Repairing Linch Furlong sculptures
	£672.00
	1636

	Arien Signs
	Replacement post & board for VE Day plaque
	£102.00
	1637

	
	Total
	£15,033.73
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) insurance renewal

    

           
	

	
	Council insurance was due for renewal on 01.10.20. at a cost of £2,017.92 under the long-term agreement.  

Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that insurance premium of £2,017.92 be paid
Resolved      
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) allotment rent 2020
	

	
	Allotment rents were not raised in 2017, 2018 or 2019.  Council currently had a short waiting list.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that rents be increased to £18 for a half plot and £36 for a full plot in 2020/21
Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	d) purchase of laptop
	

	
	Clerk had been borrowing a laptop to enable virtual meetings but that machine was no longer available.  Clerk had therefore purchased an HP 250 G7 at a cost of £471.30 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Clerk be reimbursed £565.56 including VAT           

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) donation from OSSC for veteran related activity
	

	
	OSSC had offered to donate around £200 from the cancelled VJ Day event ticket sales for veteran related activity.  Purchasers could not be traced therefore Council agreed to accept and that the monies should be ring fenced for War Memorial maintenance.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Date of Next Meeting:  6th October 2020
	


