OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.05.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 12th May 2020 

PRESENT:
P. Phillips (Chairman), J. Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J. Walker the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 1 member of the public
	1.
	Election of Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Cllr. Phillips be elected as Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Phillips to sign and return the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chair.  

He thanked councillors for their support during his illness last year and Cllr. Walker for her work as Chair

	
	

	2.
	Election of Vice Chair:

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Cllr. Walker be elected as Vice-Chair

	
	Resolved

	
	Cllr. Walker to sign and return the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Vice-Chair.

	
	

	3.
	Public Open Session:

	
	Resident had joined the meeting to observe and had no issues to raise.

	
	

	4.
	Apologies: S Nicholas (illness), P White (business)

	
	 

	5.
	Declarations of Interest: none

	
	
	

	6.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 21st April 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Advisory Group Members and Council Representatives:
	Action

	
	Finance Advisory Group: Chair, G Sansom, M Frampton, J Walker (Reserve: none)

Planning Advisory Group: Chair, P Jones, P Olney, G Sansom, R Saunders, J Walker
(Reserve: M Frampton)

NDP Group: M Frampton, P Olney, G Sansom, J Walker

Allotment Group: S Nicholas, P Olney

Speed Watch Group: P Phillips, S Nicholas

Bottlebank: P White

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J Abbott

Footpath Officer: P Jones

Oakley Recreational Association: none

Village Hall: P White

Oakley Carnival Committee: P Olney 

Education Charity Trust: J Walker 

The Villager Community Minibus: S Fardon
Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney

Tree Warden: R Saunders

Yarls Wood Liaison Committee: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon

Twinwood Liaison Forum: Chair, P Olney  
	

	
	Resolved to appoint
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had requested Bedford BC to monitor speeding in Highfield Road.  Bedford BC had requested suggestions for areas to monitor with mobile camera and Cllr. Abbott to suggest Highfield Road.  Police had attended 88A Lovell Road concerning inconsiderate parking and gas works in the village had been postponed.
	JA

	
	Grass Cutting – contractor had been instructed to stop spraying and strim instead.  Various areas had been missed on the first cuts and contractor had been reminded to include.  Contractor was short of staff due to coronavirus so maintaining cutting was increasingly difficult.  Chair noted that resident had been cutting Pavenham  Road.
	

	
	Play Areas – Next had not responded to request for payment for damage to The Furlong fence.  Fenced play areas had been closed due to coronavirus w.e.f. 24.03.20.  Cllr. Walker noted that tennis courts could now be re-opened and Clerk to ask ORA to unlock.
	Clerk
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	Burleigh Place Trees – Clerk had asked Bedford BC to replace with smaller more suitable species.  They had inspected and advised that they do not remove healthy trees due to their size, leaf fall, blocking light etc. and the trees did not require pruning at present.  Trees played a crucial role in combating climate change and many had been lost in the last few years due to the hot, dry summers.  It was also more difficult to establish young, newly planted trees and therefore important to protect the existing tree stock wherever possible.  Resident had been advised.
	

	
	Litter picker – work had resumed 23.04.20. still respecting social distancing
	

	
	Waste bins – Clerk had asked Bedford BC to empty overflowing dog and litter bins.  Bins had now been emptied.
	

	
	Fly tipping – Clerk had asked Bedford BC to remove waste dumped in Browns Wood and investigate the individual whose name was on the waste.
	

	
	Community Litter Pick – postponed due to coronavirus
	

	
	EastWest Rail – exhibitions about the proposed routes had been postponed due to coronavirus
	

	
	Website – new WCAG 2.1 compliant website was now live
	

	
	Linch Furlong Nature Walks – walks had been cancelled due to coronavirus.  Clerk to post on notice boards and website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 21st April 2020  : none
	Action

	
	
	

	10.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	There was 1 crime reported between 01.04.20. and 28.04.20, 1 unclassified theft in Lovell Road.

Cllr. Abbott reported that due to coronavirus speed camera data would not be available until July, when a quarterly report would be issued.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Allotments:
	Action

	
	a) maintenance
	

	
	Cllr. Nicholas had suggested that the land between the allotments and orchard be cleared, levelled and grassed and trees and/or flower beds planted.  Deferred to June meeting in Cllr. Nicholas’ absence.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) resident request to shoot rabbits on site
	

	
	Resident had offered to shoot rabbits on the allotments to reduce their numbers.  The resident had a full firearms licence but would use an airgun.  Councillors were concerned about liability in case of an accident  and decided not to pursue.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	VE & VJ Day Commemorations:
	Action

	
	Public events had been cancelled due to coronavirus restrictions, therefore Cllr. Phillips had attended the War Memorial at 11.00a.m. with a resident who maintains the Memorial for the two-minute silence and Chair had attended at 3.00pm for the National Toast to the Heroes of WW2.  Both had been live streamed on Facebook so that residents could participate from home.

Resident had proposed purchasing a flag at a cost of £35 for events at the War Memorial and Council had agreed by email.  Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Fardon that decision to purchase be ratified

Resolved
For VJ Day, Chair suggested a commemorative event in the morning at the War Memorial if restrictions on social gathering had been lifted by August and an event on the Green in the afternoon.  A local musician had volunteered to play and residents could be invited to listen and bring picnics.  Council to monitor the situation and make a decision nearer the time.
	Clerk



	
	
	

	13.
	2020 Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Clerk had met two contractors on site and received two quotations.  One for £2,820 +VAT and contractor was willing to maintain this price per year for a three year period and would include testing, cleaning and storage of the lights during the term of the contract.  Contractor was recommended by Ampthill TC.  Second for £1,549.28 + VAT.  Third contractor had not quoted.  Clerk to confirm whether the cheaper quotation included drying, packing & testing and Council to reconsider in June.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Summer Newsletter:
	Action

	
	Council discussed whether to issue a summer edition of the Newsletter and now restrictions on exercising had been relaxed agreed to issue a paper version as usual.  Cllr. Fardon offered to deliver for those who were shielding at home.
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	15.
	Play Inspection Report:
	Action

	
	Quarterly inspection indicated that gates at The Furlong were not closing properly (Council had budgeted for new gates and fencing damaged (no response received from Next about damage by their lorry).  On the Green, grass mats under the group swing & silver multiplay needed realigning, grass around pirate ship, supernova, zip wire and one of the seats needed reseeding, tarmac around table tennis table & on path needed repairing, grass needed removing from roundabout & MUGA surfacing and MUGA edge levelling, fixing on MUGA needed replacing, corrosion on fencing, gates & roundabout needed painting, bolt cap needed replacing on silver multiplay and fixings on trim trail needed tightening.  Contractor had not quoted for repairs as he had temporarily closed his business due to coronavirus and was undertaking emergency/safety repairs only.  
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Tree Works at Riverside:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Saunders and Riverside contractor had inspected the remaining trees and had recommended that the very tall poplar near the church was reduced as it was likely to fail at some point and the willow on the island which was dying back should be removed completely. One contractor had quoted £950 (no VAT) to reduce the poplar by two thirds and remove the willow.  One contractor had suggested pruning the poplar would be a waste of money as they did not respond well to pruning and had quoted £800 to remove, chip the branches and remove timber but had not quoted for the willow.

Third had quoted £400 + VAT to fell the poplar and leave the wood on site and remove the chip or £550 + VAT to remove all wood and chip from site and £175 + VAT to  pollard the willow at the main fork with the chip spread into the undergrowth and wood stacked up near the trees.  However, he recommended that the two trees next to the willow are also pollarded to approximately 20-25ft to reduce the risk of failure in the future at a cost of £400 + VAT if carried out at the same time.
Cllr. Saunders was concerned about the amount of wood on the island and proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that the quotations for £550 + VAT, £175 + VAT and £400 + VAT be accepted
Resolved
Clerk was chasing Bedford BC for information on their tree policy.  Cllr. Olney suggested approaching the Woodland Trust for information.  Clerk noted that free trees were available from the Woodland Trust and Council to consider planting next year
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	17.
	Maintenance on the Green:
	Action

	
	a) resident request to remove trees adjacent to Grenidge Way
	

	
	Resident had requested trees outside numbers 78, 80 and 84 Grenidge Way be removed as they are a similar distance from houses as the ash trees removed.  Councillors noted that the ash trees had been removed on the instructions of insurers but this was not the case with the other trees.  As a general principle Council would not remove healthy trees.  Clerk to advise resident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) replacement stand for plaque
	

	
	Stand had rotted away and Clerk had received one quotation for £85 + VAT for a single oak post with an oak plinth on which to mount the plaque.  Awaiting further quotations.

Cllr. Frampton suggested that the plaque be relocated as the tree surgeon had advised that the oak was not in good health.  Council agreed that the plaque should be placed in the same position and the tree replaced if necessary.

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that Clerk be authorised to accept the lowest quotation

Resolve
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) replacement bollard
	

	
	One of the bollards had rotted and Clerk had received one quotation for £80 + VAT to replace.  Awaiting further quotations so deferred to June meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Memorial Seat in Linch Furlong
	Action

	
	Former resident had requested a memorial seat in memory of her son who had recently passed away.  Family used to live in Willow Vale and would like Council to install the seat and invoice them.  Clerk had circulated various designs and Council agreed to suggest either of the two cheapest to the family.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Highway Matters
	Action

	
	Cllr. Saunders noted that the gate near the bridge had yet to be repaired and volunteered to chase.
Cllr. Jones was concerned about the condition of the fence in Highfield Road adjacent to the railway towards the viaduct.  Cllr. Saunders noted that only certain parts of the fence were being replaced but Clerk to report to Network Rail.

Cllr. Jones reported that the entrance to Ruffs Furze needed resurfacing and Clerk to report to Highways.

Cllr. Fardon commented that the road near the railway station was in a poor state of repair and Cllr. Abbott to ascertain whether it was in the programme for repair.  He noted that many roads were in poor condition following the very wet winter.
	RJ
Clerk

Clerk
JA
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	20.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott noted that he had circulated a report on the last 12 months which had been posted on the notice board and website.  Currently the Borough Council was moving towards virtual meetings which residents were welcome to attend.  600 volunteers were assisting the coronavirus Community Hub and 1,000 residents had requested help.  As a result of coronavirus, there would be a £6m shortfall in the budget, which the Government would be unlikely to fund so a revised budget for the rest of the year would be issued in June.  The Borough had been expecting to make savings of £24m to 2024 but this had now increased to £40m, so services would be affected.  Green waste collections had resumed on a monthly basis.  The tidy tip had re-opened with a permit system and a new green waste facility had been created at Oasis Pool.  Additional recycling would be collected if placed in secure containers or bags but not in black sacks.  Manton Lane road   works were finished and Britannia Road works had restarted.  The re-opening of Bromham Road had been postponed until the summer.  Cllr. Abbott confirmed that the pedestrian/cycle path would be going ahead.
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 21st April 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00435/FUL – erection of single storey front porch extension and single storey rear extension at 110 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 22.04.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00459/FUL – 2 storey side & single storey rear/side extension at Brownwood Farm, Twinwood Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 04.05.20.

	
	
	


	
	Appeal against failure to determine application 18/02671/MAO – 80 dwellings on land adjacent to Oakley Road, Bromham had been refused.
	


	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 21st April 2020

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/00575/FUL – erection of carport extension to existing detached garage at 55A Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site and impact on neighbours.  Proposed carport would dominate the garden area for a large number of neighbouring houses and would set a precedent for other buildings of this scale in other gardens in the area.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 20/00815/FUL – demolition of redundant garage blocks & erection of two 1.5 storey dwellings at land behind 104 – 106 Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection because of lack of parking and dangerous access.  The four parking spaces would have to serve the two new houses plus 106 and provide access for 108.  There would, therefore, be insufficient parking for the new houses, which have no garages.  In addition, there is poor visibility along the access road which exits by the pedestrian crossing and more traffic would increase the danger to pedestrians.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/00933/TPO – fell horse chestnut & redwood at Church Close, Church Lane

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection unless trees are diseased or unsafe.  If felled they should be replaced.

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon noted that residents had asked whether fencing was permitted in the front gardens in Burleigh Place, given covenants that were in place.   Councillors noted that so many houses were contravening the covenants it would be difficult to pursue any one individual.  The Neighbourhood Plan included maintenance of the open aspect of the centre of the village and councillors to view and reconsider in June.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom requested an update on the access to the new Pre-School building.  Cllr. Abbott advised that he was still pursuing but residents were not prepared to provide easements for the visibility splays so there had been no progress yet.
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	a) Oakley Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that the NDP had been “made” by Bedford BC and was now a statutory planning document.  It had already been used to object to the proposed development off Pavenham Road.  The NDP Group was continuing their work and were monitoring and reviewing the Plan in line with the new Local Plan from 2030. 
	

	
	
	

	
	OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 12.05.20.
	5.

	
	b) consultation on Thurleigh Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	Bedford BC was carrying out the Regulation 16 consultation on Thurleigh NDP.  Council agreed that is was unlikely to impact Oakley but agreed to support.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23.
	Correspondence: none
	Action

	
	
	

	24.
	Grant Applications:
	Action

	
	Autism Bedford had requested £250 towards their Loads of Autistic Fun project which provides social activity & family support for children with autism up to age 12, their siblings and parents/carers.  Total cost of the 2020/21 project was £18,540 and they were expecting £10,000 to be allocated from Bedford BC and had secured £6,000 funding from Henry Smith Charity.  Remainder of £2,540 to be secured from other trusts, donations, fundraising & session fees.   25 members in Oakley were supported.  2019/20 accounts not available.  Balance at 31.03.18. was £86,490 for all activities.  

Proposed by Cllr. Walker, seconded by Cllr. Abbott that a grant of £250 be donated

Resolved – S.137 donation
	Clerk

	
	
	

	25.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 30th April 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 30.04.20.
	£30,188.82

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 30.04.20.
	£17,249.06

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Oakley Garden Care
	Directory
	£15.00

	
	Youngs Yoga
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Precept - first payment
	£27,200.00

	
	Bedford BC
	Glass recycling
	£657.53

	
	
	Total
	£27,892.53


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms April
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions April
	£1,725.65
	d/d


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Paul Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 03.04.20, 15.04.20. & 28.04.20.
	£252.00
	1614

	Bays Media
	Website hosting & maintenance 2020/21
	£1,200.00
	1615

	Carlton Arborists
	Tidying waste wood and fallen trees at Riverside
	£800.00
	1616

	Sue Ryder St. John's
	Donation of internal audit fee
	£50.00
	1617

	
	Total
	£4,131.48
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Internal Audit report
	

	
	Internal audit had been carried out 26.04.20. and auditor had no matters to bring to Council’s attention.  He had requested that his fee of £50 be donated to St. John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger.  Council thanked Clerk and the internal auditor.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Annual Governance Statement
	

	
	Council considered the Annual Governance Statement and 

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Annual Governance Statement be approved.

Resolved 
Clerk had signed section 1 of the audit return.  Chair to sign and return
	Chair

	
	
	

	
	d) 2019/20 end of year accounts
	

	
	Clerk had circulated accounts.  

Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Olney that accounts and section 2 of the audit return be approved.

Resolved – Responsible Financial Officer  had signed accounts.  Chair to sign and return.

Clerk had signed section 2 of the audit return.  Chair to sign and return
	Chair
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	e) Annual review of risk assessment policy
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft risk assessment for 2020/21 which took account of the “made” Oakley NDP.  Cllr. Fardon had analysed the document and traffic was shown as the greatest risk.  She suggested that the traffic risk be reduced as loss of the Clerk and data were the biggest risks to the Council.  Council agreed to reduce the risk against traffic and include speeding, make loss of the Clerk & data the greatest risk and include temporary incapacity of the Clerk and incursion of travellers as risks. 

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Jones that amended risk assessment be adopted
	Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	f) Annual review of internal audit system
	

	
	Clerk had circulated draft Audit Plan for 2020/21.  Terms of Reference remained unchanged

Proposed by Cllr. Frampton, seconded by Cllr. Saunders that the Audit Plan be adopted
	Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	
	g) Review of direct debits & standing orders
	

	
	Council reviewed payments for rent of the upper rooms at the Old School, allotment rent, allotment water and salary payments 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that Council continue to make monthly standing order payments of £153.83 to the Old School, annual direct debit payment of £420 to Bedford BC for allotment rent and to pay variable direct debit payments to Anglian Water for allotment water and Bedford BC for salaries.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	h) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Abbott, seconded by Cllr. Olney that expenses of £59.03 for January – March be paid
	

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	26.
	Date of Next Meeting:  2nd June 2020
	


