OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 21.04.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Virtual Council Meeting held on 21st April 2020 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), J. Abbott, S Fardon, M. Frampton, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 0 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session: none

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  none

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Sansom for item 10e) as a neighbour.  Cllr. White for 10b) as transacting business with an affected neighbour.

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 3rd March 2020 and 23rd March 2020:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of 3rd March 2020 and 23rd March 2020  : none
	Action

	
	
	

	6.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Priority Setting Meeting scheduled for 08.04.20. postponed due to coronavirus emergency.
	

	
	There were 10 crimes reported between 29.01.20. and 31.03.20, 4 sexual, 1 assault, 1 wounding, 1 harassment 1 sending malicious communications, 1 theft from a vehicle and 1 criminal damage to a vehicle.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Litter picker/Bus Shelter Cleaner Position:
	Action

	
	Litter picker/bus shelter cleaner was not currently working due to social distancing restrictions.  Government had stipulated that where employers receive public funding for staff costs, and that funding is continuing, employers should use that money to continue to pay staff in the usual fashion not furlough them.  
Council agreed to ask employee to pick litter pick if she was comfortable to do so.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	Tree Works at Riverside:
	Action

	
	a) Ruffs Furze Green
	

	
	Resident had requested the silver birch on Ruffs Furze green be reduced in size as it blocked out the sun from their garden and produced a lot of debris, especially in high winds.  One tree surgeon had advised that the work was not essential and should be left until the coronavirus restrictions were lifted, one had advised that the tree was in excellent condition and as silver birches only cast dappled shade and there were few growth points to which the tree could be pruned, no work was needed.  Third contractor had not commented.

Council agreed that no work was needed at present and would reconsider when the bird nesting season ended.
Clerk to advise resident.
Given the number of recent requests for tree works, Cllr. Sansom suggested Council put together a tree policy.  Council agreed and Clerk to consult Bedford BC Tree Officer.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Riverside Meadow
	

	
	Clerk had obtained a further quotation which was higher than those previously received.  However, contractors who had quoted the lowest (£900 + VAT to dismantle the fallen tree in the meadow and the one it has fallen onto plus £800 + VAT to remove the timber) had temporarily closed their business due to coronavirus.  Contractor who managed the Riverside meadow had therefore suggested a contractor he knew chip some of the existing cut wood to enable him to mow the path for no more than the £800 the tree surgeon would have charged to clear the new wood.  He would also try and push the fallen tree back off the path.
Council was content.
Cllr. Saunders and Riverside contractor had inspected the remaining trees and had recommended that the very tall poplar near the church was reduced as it was likely to fail at some point as it no longer had cover from surrounding trees and the willow on the island which was dying back and leaning heavily over the green space should be removed completely. One contractor had quoted £950 (no VAT).  Clerk had requested further quotations.  One contractor had suggested pruning the poplar would be a waste of money as they did not respond well to pruning and would quote to remove.  Council to consider again at May meeting.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	Cllr. Abbott reported that the Borough’s main focus was the response to the coronavirus emergency.  A community hub had been set up to help vulnerable residents with shopping and prescriptions, which was co-ordinating with village volunteer groups.  Borough Councillors also had lists of vulnerable residents in their area and were contacting them to ascertain if they needed help.  1,200 food parcels plus care packages had been distributed and £15 million of small business grants had been paid out.  Bedford BC was also contacting small businesses to ensure that they were aware of the grants.
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	Physical meetings had been suspended and Bedford BC was testing virtual meeting schemes this week.  Planning application decisions had been delegated to officers with Group Leaders, Chair of the Planning Committee or Chief Executive able to call in applications.  It was hoped to hold a virtual Planning Committee meeting in May.  Mayor & Chief Executive were providing regular briefings and staff were doing an excellent job ensuring help was provided where needed.  Bromham Bridge would not now re-open until summer and the Borough would carry out works in Ashburnham Road in the meantime.  Britannia Road and Manton Lane works had also been delayed but Sainsbury roundabout markings had been repainted.
Cllr. Fardon noted that the recently distributed Borough newsletter provided useful information for residents.
Chair advised that Village Hall, OSSC and Old School could be eligible for a grant and should apply.
	PW/PO

	
	
	

	10.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd March 2020
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00128/FUL – erection of standalone dining canopy at Lincroft School

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 31.03.20.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	20/00506/FUL – single storey front extension & raising flat roof to side at 12 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 08.04.20.


	
	Prior notification for temporary change of use from pub/restaurant to takeaway had been received from the Bedford Arms which was determined by government regulation and would apply until 23.03.21. unless withdrawn sooner by government.
	

	
	
	

	
	Five day notice had been given to remove dead sycamore tree with TPO at Chestnuts, Westfield Road 
	


	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd March 2020

	
	Application No.
	a) 20/00301/FUL – single storey rear extension at 21 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 20/00433/MAO – outline application for up to 20 dwellings including access on land west of Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Strong objection on the grounds that:

1. The proposed development does not comply with the Bedford BC Local Plan 2030. 

Policy 4S states that location of development in Oakley will be determined by the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan. The site is not included for development in the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan, which has recently been made. 

The site is outside the SPA – policy 5S. 

The site does not comply with the policies on development in the countryside – policy 7S or the development principles in the Bedford BC Landscape Character Assessment. The LCA highlights the importance of the Great Ouse Valley and the landscape and biodiversity in the Stafford Bridge area. 

2. The proposed development does not comply with the Made Oakley Neighbourhood Plan. ONP HG1 allocates two housing sites which meet the need in the Local Plan and the BRCC Housing Needs Survey. 

ONP LE1 3 states that development should not adversely impact the landscape of the Stafford Bridge area but should contribute to and enhance it and the proposal will not do so. ONP LE1 map shows that the site is within a “locally significant landscape view.” The proposed development conflicts with the Oakley Village Landscape Character Assessment which underpins the landscape policies and details the importance of the Great Ouse River Valley, its biodiversity and its landscape. The Oakley LCA also states that no further linear development of the village should take place towards Stafford Bridge.

ONP TR1 indicates that the contribution of the network of narrower roads to the character of Oakley must be taken into account. Highway expansion to increase capacity and accommodate development must only take place where it would not cause significant harm to the character of Oakley. Highway expansion at this location would cause significant harm to the character of the area. 

Oakley Neighbourhood Plan Group undertook a detailed assessment of this site in February 2018. The report noted the challenges and constraints as well as the opportunities. The challenges and constraints are that the site is outside the settlement boundary; ecological considerations; no defensible boundaries and protected in the Ouse Valley Landscape Assessment. 

	
	
	In addition, the Inspector at a planning inquiry stated “there should be no building north” of the village. There are also road width constraints in Lovell Road, High Street and Church Lane and highway issues. 500 additional houses each in Bromham and Clapham in the catchment area of Lincroft School will increase traffic over and above that which already uses Oakley roads to access the A6, A421 and A428. 
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	In conclusion, the proposal is contrary to the Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030 and the Made Oakley Neighbourhood Plan, there is no need for additional housing in the village, development of the site would extend the village beyond its most northern extremity and adversely affect the landscape character of the area. It should not therefore be progressed given that more appropriate sites have been allocated.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 20/00459/FUL – 2 storey side & single storey rear/side extension at 
Brownwood Farm, Twinwood Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 20/00506/FUL – single storey front extension & raising flat roof to side at 12 Hunts Path

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 20/00684/FUL – single storey side & rear extensions including garage conversion at 23 Pavenham Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	f) 20/00737/FUL & 20/738/LBC – demolition of conservatory & construction of single storey extension with timber decking & balustrade at Bedford Arms

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	g) 20/00789/TPO – felling of dead sycamores & elm & pruning sycamores & elm at Bedford Arms

	
	Parish Comments:
	Support but the whole spinney should be managed properly and then new trees should be replanted to replace those felled

	
	
	

	
	h) Bedford BC Planning Committee Meetings during coronavirus emergency
	Action

	
	Council was very concerned about the Bedford BC decision to stop Planning Committee meetings for four months due to coronavirus and delegate planning decisions to officers, as members of the public and developers would be prevented from speaking for or against an application.  Council had written to Bedford BC requesting that they hold virtual planning meetings instead.  Bedford BC had responded that the Local Government Act 1972 gave a Committee the statutory right to delegate decisions to officers and this was done on a regular basis.  Group Leaders, the Chair of the Planning Committee or the Chief Executive could still call in decisions and now regulations had been passed to allow virtual meetings, it was anticipated that arrangements would be in place to allow the next Planning Committee in May to be held as a virtual meeting if necessary.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	a) accounts for period up to 31st March 2020
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.03.20.
	£6,362.88

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.03.20.
	£17,249.06

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£59,495.74

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£82,421.90


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Old Road Securities
	Directory
	£985.00

	
	Oakley Upholstery
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	Gardening Club
	Directory
	£15.00

	
	Lincroft School
	Directory
	£70.00

	
	Oakley Motorcycle Club
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Woodworth Architecture
	Directory
	£40.00

	
	NatWest
	Interest
	£3.02

	
	Nationwide
	Interest
	£797.68

	
	Hampshire Trust Bank
	Interest
	£1,295.82

	
	
	Total
	£3,266.52


	
	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms March
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions March
	£1,716.57
	d/d

	
	Oakley Village Hall
	Rent for bottle bank
	£100.00
	1602

	
	Oakley Day Centre
	S. 137 donation 
	£500.00
	1603

	
	Bedfordshire Scouts
	S. 137 donation 
	£500.00
	1604
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	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Paul Riches Skips
	Emptying bottle bank 11.02.20, 02.03.20. & 11.03.20.
	£252.00
	1605

	Bays Media
	New WCAG 2.1 compliant website 
	£850.00
	1606

	V C Property 
	Installing seat in play area & fixing bollards on the Green
	£180.00
	1607

	White Hart Press
	Printing Spring newsletter
	£740.00
	1608

	Oakley Properties
	2020/21 cricket field rent
	£737.11
	1609

	BATPC
	2020/21 affiliation fee
	£538.00
	1610

	Loades
	Quarterly play area inspection
	£76.00
	1611

	Information Commissioner 
	2020/21 data protection renewal
	£40.00
	1612

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 03.03.20.  3 hrs @£6 p.h.
	£18.00
	1613

	
	Total
	£6,267.51
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) payroll provision 2020/21
	

	
	Bedford BC had advised that the cost of payroll provision for 2020/21would rise from £252 + VAT p.a. to £257 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Council continue to use Bedford BC for payroll provision

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) 2020/21 website renewal
	

	
	Bays Media had quoted £1,200 (no VAT) to continue to host and manage the website for 2020/21, the same as in 2019/20.  
Proposed by Cllr. Nicholas, seconded by Cllr. Frampton that the quotation be accepted

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.
	Date of Next Meeting – 12th May 2020
	


