Oakley’s Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council has recently registered with the Borough Council to start it’s own Neigh- bourhood Plan and has set up a sub-group con- sisting of Parish Councillors and interested resi- dents. The sub-group will develop the Neigh- bourhood Plan over the next 2 years.
What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

The Government has placed a new emphasis on planning at a local level. A key component of this new approach to planning is the Neighbour- hood Plan. This new type of plan will mean that local communities will have the opportunity to shape the future of their area.
It is similar to the Village Plan that we complet- ed in Oakley in 2005 with the difference that the processes are much more specific and that the whole of our community will have to agree to the plan through a referendum of registered voters.
Once agreed, the Neighbourhood Plan is incor- porated into the Bedford Borough “Local Plan”. Unlike the Village Plan planning decisions will have to conform to it, so it is an important doc- ument.
What period will the Neighbourhood Plan cover?

The Plan is expected to be completed by 2016 and it will cover the period from 2016 to 2032.
What sort of things can a Neighbourhood Plan include?

Typical things that a Plan can include are:
· 

 Development of housing including afforda- ble housing – how much, what type and lo- cation 
· 

 Provision for local businesses 
· 

 Transport and access - including issues around roads, cycling, walking, buses and access for disabled people 
· 

 The development of schools, health & lei- sure facilities, community and youth centres 
· 

 The design of new buildings 
· 

 Protection and creation of open space, na- ture reserves, allotments, sports pitches, play areas, parks, planting of trees 
· 

 Protection of buildings and historic assets 
· 

 Renewable energy projects 
What is a Neighbourhood Plan not allowed to do?

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot conflict with stra- tegic policies in the Bedford Borough “Local Plan”.
It cannot be used to prevent development that is included in the “Local Plan”.
Why has the Parish Council decided to start Oakley’s Neighbourhood Plan now?

We have decided that now is the right time to begin our Neighbourhood Plan because Bedford Borough Council is also starting the new Bor- ough “Local Plan”. We believe that it is in the best interest of our community to be positively involved in the development of plans which will effect the future of our village and that by being involved we can influence the outcome.
Who will be involved in the Neighbourhood Plan?

It’s our objective that all residents will have the opportunity to have their say and participate in the Plan making process. There will be a very wide consultation process through public meet- ings and events, workshops and questionnaires, notices in this Parish Council Newsletter and the notice boards, meetings with community organ- isations and leaflets.
We really hope that residents will join us to help create the Oakley of the future.
If any resident would like to join the sub-group or would be interested to help with specific is- sues please contact me, Jane Walker.
OAKLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 03.02.14.          
1. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd February 2014 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
Cllrs. Walker (Chair), P Olney, R Baily, G Sansom,  the Clerk, Mr. Atkinson.  Mr. Wickersham, Mr. Munro (Planning Consultant)
	
	
	Action

	
	Chair explained that the Parish Council had agreed to prepare an NDP so that the village had identified any development needed and where it should be sited if Bedford BC decided to allocate development to the rural area and specifically Oakley.  Growth in Oakley had been around 10% over recent years which had had little impact on the village.  Without an NDP the village would only receive 15% of the Community Infrastructure Levy (monies for community facilities collected from market housing) but with an NDP it would receive 25%.  However, given the technical, planning centred nature of NDPs, the Group needed professional assistance to complete the Plan. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Munro noted that continual consultation must be the basis of an NDP and the Group discussed how to engage local residents in the process and whether consultation should include areas that the Parish Council could pursue outside of the NDP.  The two statutory elements comprised designation of Oakley as a Neighbourhood Area, which had been completed and the consultation before submission for referendum.  The statutory 6 week consultation would need to be undertaken throughout the parish and the NDP would need to be amended as necessary.  If the amendments were significant it might be necessary to re-consult.  Documents detailing the consultations and indicating how the basic conditions had been met had to accompany the NDP when submitted to Bedford BC.  The Borough would then validate the draft Plan, would publicise it for 6 weeks and pass to an independent examiner, whom the Group could select from a choice of three.  The examiner would recommend any changes and the Borough would carry out the referendum.  Registered electors would be eligible to vote and a simple majority of 51% would be sufficient for the Plan to succeed.  If the examiner considered that the Plan would have a major impact on neighbouring parishes the referendum might have to be extended to those parishes.  The process from the beginning of the 6 week consultation to the referendum would take approximately 7 months.
	

	
	
	

	
	The NDP would take approximately 2 years to complete and would need to comply with relevant EU and local strategic policies.  The NDP could not therefore allocate less development than in the Bedford BC Local Plan.  Bedford BC was currently preparing a new Local Plan to 2032 and parishes would need to be aware of emerging policies as once the new Local Plan was adopted, if NDPs were not in conformity they would be disregarded.  Development included in the NDP also needed to be realistic i.e. sites that landowners and builders would be prepared to develop.  A plan in Sussex had recently failed as it had not carried out a strategic environmental assessment nor obtained a landowner’s agreement to develop one of the allocated sites.   
	

	
	
	

	
	The conditions test was the most technical part of the process and to comply the NDP would have to 
	

	
	1. Accord with national legal provisions
2. Comply with the National Planning Policy Framework

3. Conform with adopted Local Plans including housing, employment land and renewable energy targets

4. Conform with EU Directives

5. Contribute towards the achievement of sustainable development
	

	
	The Group would need to keep in mind that the NDP was a long term plan for approximately 15 years and would need to consider demographic changes and the impact of a possible move to 2 tier education.   Opportunities for infill, style of any new housing and protection of open spaces and local gaps could also be included in the Plan.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Munro advised that the key skills required in the Group were planning knowledge, communication/public speaking, project planning/managing volunteers, editorial/report writing and publicity/artwork skills.  The Group should identify who had time available and who would lead the Plan.  A website and good web manager were also essential.   He tabled copies of relevant legislation and guides and Clerk to circulate.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Group agreed to contact other interested residents and reconvene without Mr. Munro to discuss how best to use their skills.  Clerk to arrange a meeting.  The Group would then meet again with Mr. Munro to progress the Plan.
	Clerk

	
	
	


