OAKLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 12.01.15.          
1. 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2015 at the Methodist Hall, Oakley

PRESENT:
Cllr. Olney (Chair), Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Kellett, Mr. Musgrave, Mrs. Randall, Mr. Saunders, Cllr. Walker & the Clerk,
	1.
	Apologies 
	

	
	R Baily, M Carr, A Randall, G Sansom 
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
	Action

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Minutes of Previous Meeting
	Action

	
	Minutes of the meeting of 1st December 2014, which had been circulated were approved by those present.  
	

	
	
	

	4.
	a) Review of 2014
	Action

	
	Group reviewed the events of 2014 for new members.  Clerk noted that unspent grant monies of around £5,000 would have to be repaid at the end of January 2015 and it was not yet known how new funding from April 2015 would be allocated.   Terms of Reference & Governance document to be added to the website and circulated with January minutes.  More web pages might be needed and Clerk to invite the website manager to the next meeting to discuss.
	Clerk
Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Initial Tasks for 2015
	Action

	
	The initial tasks for 2015 were to analyse the Launch comments, obtain the views of young people, review the vision and objectives, carry out the landscape assessment & develop the questionnaire. 

The Launch comments needed to be allocated to objectives and Mr. Saunders volunteered. 
It was agreed to ask Sharnbrook to allow consultation with Year 9 pupils & Mrs. Randall volunteered to co-ordinate with Sharnbrook geography department.  Clerk to ask Bromham & Clapham if they would like to be involved.  Group would also take Launch material to Lincroft.
Consultant had provided a pro-forma questionnaire which Clerk to circulate to new members.  Questionnaire would be available in paper format and online and arrangements would need to be made to distribute, collect and analyse it.  
	NS

JR
Clerk
Clerk


	
	
	

	
	c) Timeline
	Action

	
	The timeline had slipped from the original scheme and the questionnaire was unlikely to be issued before May 2015 but the Bedford BC Local Plan scheme was also likely to be delayed.  Consideration of green spaces in the Borough was the next stage in gathering information for the Local Plan.  Between now and May the Group would need to carry out further consultation, develop the questionnaire & pilot it with a small number of residents.  Mr. Kellett volunteered to consider the manageability of the draft questionnaire.
	TK

	
	
	

	
	d) Vision & Objectives
	Action

	
	The draft vision was agreed as to protect the village community & the landscape within which it sits.  Draft objectives were agreed as:-

1. understanding current housing stock, identifying future requirements and if a need was established, looking to identify sites; 

2. protecting views across the countryside & green spaces of significance; 

3. maintaining a sustainable community (including sustainable business) with adequate infrastructure & facilities;
4. identifying & enhancing links to the countryside, other villages & Bedford Town.
Clerk to put on the website.  Both vision & objectives would be subject to change based on the responses to the questionnaire.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	5.
	Landscape Assessment
	Action

	
	Bedford BC’s landscape assessment had included useful information on Oakley.  A consultant would be used to provide a more detailed assessment for the village and would use the 2008 Village Plan as the starting point.  Green spaces of significance were agreed as Browns Wood, Judges Spinney, Linch Furlong, the cricket field, riverside meadows, the Green and the smaller greens throughout the village.  The Borough application form for consideration of green spaces to be included in the Local Plan was so detailed that Clerk to ask for an extension to 04.03.15.  The Parish Council would be asked to allow the Group to respond if an extension was not granted. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	6.
	Next Meeting Monday 9th February 2015 & Monday 9th March 2015 at 7.00pm in the Methodist Hall
	Action


