OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 07.01.20.                          




         
             1.  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 7th January 2020 at the Village Hall 

PRESENT:
J. Walker (Chairman), S Fardon, P Jones, S Nicholas, P Olney, P Phillips, G Sansom, R Saunders, P White, the Clerk, Mrs. Paice & 8 members of the public
	1.
	Public Open Session:  

	
	Five residents were opposed to application 19/02643/FUL – erection of 5 dwellings & associated works at land behind 38 High Street on the grounds that the site was outside the Settlement Policy Area and not included for development in the Neighbourhood Plan, it would impact on the long views from the village protected in the Neighbourhood Plan, the access was dangerous on an already narrow road which had seen three accidents in three years, drainage was poor and had previously caused flooding in High Street properties and a cluster development behind existing houses would set a precedent for further back land development – see item 18b.  
Two residents were opposed to traffic calming measures in Highfield Road as speed cameras would require lighting and signs, thus urbanising the area, the majority of vehicles stay within the speed limit, noise from speed humps would be intrusive and road narrowing would increase emissions by preventing the free flow of traffic – see item 16b.
Resident was concerned that the lock on the junction box controlling parking court lights at The Furlong had been changed and residents could no longer access it.  Clerk to investigate and advise resident.  He also commented that parking at The Furlong junction had not improved and would forward photographs for Clerk to send to police – see item 16a.  Parking on the footway was a problem throughout the village and particularly at 4 High Street.  Clerk to write to householder.  Bags of dog mess were being left in Linch Furlong – see item 14 and bins were not being emptied. Chair noted that Clerk was constantly chasing Bedford BC to empty all the bins every collection.

	
	

	2.
	Apologies:  J. Abbott (business), M. Frampton (personal)

	
	 

	3.
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. Nicholas for item 12 as an allotment tenant.  Cllr. White for items 12 and 21b) as known to the contractors and item 20 as known to the owner of the property and the contractor

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes of Council Meetings held on 3rd December 2019:
	Action

	
	Resolved: to adopt the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report:
	

	
	Highways – Clerk had reported vehicles parked on the High Street footway and a vehicle partially blocking a resident’s driveway to the police and Bedford BC.  Bedford BC had made a site visit but had not seen any vehicles parked on the footway and had advised that would be unable to act as there are no restrictions in force.  Parking Services had advised that they could issue a warning notice and that residents should call 01234 718359 if vehicles are parked across driveways.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC to repair the raised manhole in Highfield Road.  Station Road would be closed 14.01.20. for the Bedfordia cross country race.  Plans of gas main works were on the website.
	

	
	Litter bins – Clerk had chased Bedford BC to empty all litter bins every collection and had asked them to re-fix the new bin at the Station Road bus stop, which was leaning.
	

	
	Trees behind Queens Close – still no response from Bedford BC about Tree Preservation Orders for the trees.  Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott to pursue.  Clerk had asked Bedford BC whether planning permission was needed for a caravan and had been referred to the planning enforcement website
	

	
	Bollards – remaining wooden bollards & collapsible bollard had been installed on Grange Green and the Green.
	

	
	Play Areas – Clerk was still pursuing damage to fence at The Furlong play area with Next.  New seesaw to be installed on the Green 08.01.20.
	

	
	Ruffs Furze Apple Trees- Cllrs. Jones & Nicholas had planted two new heritage apple trees on the Ruffs Furze green.  Tree surgeon to remove old apple trees 14.01.20.  Council thanked them.
	

	
	Speed Cameras – 132 notices of intended prosecution were issued in November.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of  3rd December 2019: none
	Action

	
	
	

	7.
	Police Report:
	Action

	
	Next Priority Setting Meeting was 08.01.20. and Cllr. Jones had volunteered to attend.  Council agreed that priorities were crime prevention/visible policing, serious crime & drug use/dealing and that crime prevention/visible policing was the highest priority.
	PJ

	
	
	

	
	There were 2 crimes between 27.11.19. & 17.12.19, 1 criminal damage in the High Street and 1 sending malicious letters 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon suggested Police & Crime Commissioner reports be posted on the website and Council agreed.
	Clerk
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	Cllr. White suggested a bylaw to prevent parking on the footway.  Cllr. Phillips advised that it was already an offence to drive on the footway and sending photographs to the police was most effective.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	2019 Christmas Lights:
	Action

	
	Lights had been well received and Clerk had thanked contractor and JAP Sound who had stored the cherry picker.  Awaiting quotations for 2020 lights.  One contractor had suggested leaving lights on trees all year and Clerk to discuss with current contractor.  Chair suggested another company that might be interested in quoting.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	9.
	Calendar of Meetings 2020/21:
	Action

	
	07.04.20. Annual Parish Meeting


03.11.20.

05.05.20. 




01.12.20.

02.06.20.




05.01.21. Finance Advisory Group 


07.07.20.




12.01.21.
 

01.09.20.




02.03.21.

06.10.20.




06.04.21. Annual Parish Meeting

Resolved to accept





	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	2020 Remembrance Service:
	Action

	
	Churches had advised that they would be deciding on the location for the 2020 Remembrance Service at their meeting on 27.01.20.  Cllr. Abbott had confirmed that Lincroft School would allow their hall to be used for the Service but as safe guarding and security had been reviewed, access would in future be via the SPA entrance to protect information stored in reception and prevent access to other areas of the School.  Hire costs had risen to cover staff costs only and issues surrounding DBS checks could be overcome.  Clerk had forwarded the information to the churches and Council had no further comments.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Revised NALC Disciplinary & Grievance Procedures:
	Action

	
	NALC had revised Disciplinary and Grievance policies since Council review in November 2019.  Clerk had circulated revised policies and proposed by Cllr. White, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that they be adopted
	Clerk

	
	Resolved
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Allotment Maintenance:
	Action

	
	Clerk had received one quotation for £518 (no VAT) to supply and install two steel gate posts and rehang gates.

Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Olney that quotation be accepted

Resolved

Cllr. Nicholas suggested that the land between the allotments and orchard be cleared, levelled and grassed and allotment tenants could be asked to plant flower beds at a later date.  Cllr. Nicholas to consider the costs involved and Council to discuss again in March.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	13.
	Quarterly Play Inspection:
	Action

	
	Inspection had revealed that the gates at The Furlong needed adjusting and the gate and fence painting.  New gates discussed under item 21c.  Fence had been damaged and Clerk was chasing Next for  repairs as their lorry had hit it.  At the green, decaying leaves needed cleaning from the shop, grass mats needed relaying around the swing, silver multiplay, supernova and zip wire, tarmac on the path and around table tennis table was cracking and the table tennis net was loose, grass needed removing from the basketball court and fixing pad replacing, corrosion on the fence and gates needed painting and one gate mechanism needed adjusting, algae needed cleaning from the slide and spinner, graffiti needed removing from the swings and paint & graffiti from the silver multiplay, beam on trim trail needed tightening, bolt caps needed replacing on the log balance and grass removing from the surfacing.  Clerk had requested a quotation for repair 
Proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Jones that Clerk be authorised to spend £500 on repairs as there was no meeting in February

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14.
	Dog Mess Sign for Linch Furlong:
	Action

	
	Resident was concerned about the amount of dog mess left around the site and had suggested a sign.  There were already some signs on site and Cllrs. Jones & Olney to consider whether new signs were needed.  As there was no meeting in February, proposed by Cllr. Sansom, seconded by Cllr. Joes that Clerk be authorised to purchase A5 signs if required
Resolved
	Clerk
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	15.
	Spring Litter Pick:
	Action

	
	Bedford BC had requested dates for litter picks in 2020 and advised that Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean initiative would be taking place between 20.03.20 and 13.04.20.  Clerk noted that rural skips were usually in the village the first weekend of April and Easter was 11/12th April.  Council agreed Saturday  18th or 25th April provided that the Scouts were available.  Clerk to check.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Highways:
	Action

	
	a) yellow lines at the entrance to The Furlong
	

	
	Vehicles were still parking on the junction and a resident had forwarded photographs of dangerous parking, which Clerk had sent to police.  Council agreed that yellow lines would not resolve the problem and Clerk to ask Cllr. Abbott to request a police operation as this had been effective previously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Resident request for traffic calming in Highfield Road
	

	
	Resident was concerned about speeding in Highfield Road and had requested speed cameras and path widening or traffic calming measures.  Speed Watch data from 2019 indicated that most residents obeyed the speed limit but some were exceeding it, occasionally at very high speeds.  Other residents were opposed to traffic calming (see Open Forum).  Cllr. Phillips suggested asking Bedford BC and the Speed Watch Group to monitor the road to obtain up to date statistics.  Chair commented that Bedford BC would be unlikely to carry out monitoring as there was no money at present for traffic calming here.  Cllr. Sansom suggested asking Network Rail to consider narrower parapets when the temporary structures were replaced.  Council agreed to ask Speed Watch to monitor the road and if speeding was an issue to ask Bedford BC to monitor.  A 20mph zone could also then be requested if needed.
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Fardon suggested that traffic and parking be made priorities and Council publicise what they and residents could do to resolve the problems.  Issue would be discussed at the Annual Meeting and highlighted in the Newsletters.  Cllr. Fardon also suggested encouraging residents to “love their pavement” or a Pride in Oakley scheme and would draft an article in conjunction with the editor for the next Newsletter.
	Clerk

SF

	
	Vegetation was overhanging in Copthorne Close and Grenidge Way and Clerk to ask householders to cut back.
	Clerk

	
	The entrance to Parrotts Close was regularly flooding and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to pursue with builders.
	Clerk

	
	The soakaway on the path from Grenidge  Way to Dewlands had not resolved the flooding problem and Clerk to ask Highways to revisit.
	Clerk

	
	Leaves on the Church Lane footway were slippery and dangerous and Clerk to ask Bedford BC to remove
	Clerk

	
	Wood in Riverside had been moved by the floods and Cllr. Nicholas to investigate removing the smaller pieces.
	SN

	
	
	

	17.
	Borough Councillor’s Report:
	Action

	
	No report in Cllr. Abbott’s absence.  Report would be emailed to councillors.  
	JA

	
	
	

	18.
	Planning Applications and Decisions and other planning matters: 

Decisions notified since last Council meeting – 3rd December 2019
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01740/FUL – single storey rear extension at 4 Dewlands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.12.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01244/FUL – erection of detached garage at Yew Tree House, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 05.12.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/02109/TPO – reduce maple & horse chestnut at Tamarind, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.12.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/02272/FUL – demolition of garage & erection of 1 & 2 storey rear/side extension with internal alterations at Jasmin, 96a Station Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Conversion of bungalows is contrary to the Neighbourhood Plan and as the original bungalow will be largely demolished, the street scene will be changed.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.12.19. on the grounds that the extension is generally in keeping with the character & appearance of the street scene and not harmful to neighbours
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	Application No.
	19/01507/P18 amended – proposed alterations to railway bridge at Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Strongly object.  Whether green or grey, the parapets remain out of keeping with the bridge, which is a prominent feature in a rural location.  Council would not want any temporary permission to be extended indefinitely.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Temporary permission for one year 11.12.19. to enable electrification to proceed and provide time for more suitable parapets to be devised

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01741/FUL – single storey rear/side extension at 52 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 11.12.19.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/01497/TPO – fell beech & sycamore.  Reduce sycamore by 50% at land at Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection until we have seen the Tree Officer’s report.  If that confirms the need to fell we will support but ask that the trees be replaced

	
	Decision/Date:
	Disposed of 20.12.19. as the trees are outside the TPO area

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/02231/TPO – reduce 2 oaks and group of yews.  Remove sycamore at Oakley House, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 16.12.19. with a condition that the sycamore is replaced

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	19/02333/TPO – fell 2 elms, 1 oak & 1 ash at Rivendell, Westfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection.  Alternatives to felling should be investigated first.

	
	Decision/Date:
	Permission 06.01.20. with a condition that felled trees are replanted

	
	
	

	
	Applications received since last Council meeting – 3rd December 2019

	
	Application No.
	a) 19/02575/FUL – installation of condenser unit at Unit 2 & 4 Highfield Parc, Highfield Road

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	b) 19/02643/FUL – erection of 5 dwellings & associated works at land behind 38 High Street

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection as the site is not allocated for development in the Neighbourhood Plan, which has now reached referendum stage and there is no need for additional houses.  The development would impact on the long views from the village protected in the Neighbourhood Plan.  The access would be dangerous on an already narrow road which has seen three accidents in three years, visibility would be obstructed by a telegraph pole and the Hazel Kaye sign and the access would run alongside the Hazel Kaye access causing a potential conflict.  On street parking narrows the road further, making it difficult for residents to enter/leave their properties and additional vehicles from the development would exacerbate the situation.  Drainage on the site was a problem and water from the site had previously flooded High Street properties.  A cluster development behind existing houses would set a precedent for further back land development.
Cllr. Olney noted that if the application was recommended for approval it would be discussed at a Borough Planning Meeting and residents would be able to speak against the proposal.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	c) 19/02677/FUL – single storey side extension at Courtyard Barn, The Drive

	
	Parish Comments:
	Objection on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site which is in the curtilage of a listed building and the impact on the landscape.  The overall strategy of the Borough and Oakley Landscape Character Assessment is to conserve and enhance the river valley.

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	d) 19/02732/FUL – single storey front extension at 7 Farsands

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	Application No.
	e) 19/02766/FUL – single storey rear extension at 3 Queens Close

	
	Parish Comments:
	No objection

	
	
	

	
	f) Bedford BC process to determine planning applications
	

	
	Cllr. Sansom noted that an appeal had been lodged for application 18/02671/MAO – 80 dwellings & ancillary works on land east of Oakley Road, Bromham – as Bedford BC had not determined the application within the time limit.  Bedford BC had held a pre-determination meeting, which had no public representation and had decided that they would have approved the application if it had come to the Planning Meeting.  The Local Plan had now been accepted by the Inspectors and the Borough should therefore accept Bromham’s allocation of  housing in their Neighbourhood Plan under policy 3S.  Council agreed to support Bromham and object again to the application on the grounds that it had not been allocated by Bromham, it would be outside the Settlement Policy Area, would add to linear development in Bromham, would impact adversely on the landscape and  traffic from the development would impact on Oakley’s roads.
	Clerk
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	d) Meeting with Bedford BC Planning to discuss CIL projects
	Action

	
	Meeting with Bedford BC to discuss Council priorities for Oakley’s CIL receipts and potential s. 106 contributions had been arranged for 27.01.20. at Borough Hall.  Chair and Cllrs. Frampton, Jones, Olney, Samson to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19.
	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):
	Action

	
	a) referendum on Oakley Plan 
	

	
	Cllr. Olney reported that Bedford BC had published the Decision Statement 17.12.19. agreeing to proceed to referendum.  This had been advertised on the website and notice boards.  The referendum would take place on 27.02.20. and Electoral Services had advised that views for or against could not be published by Council and no information apart from official notices should be published or placed on Council notice boards or website.  Cllr. Olney suggested a flyer should be distributed a week before the referendum to remind residents to vote.  NDP Group was meeting 09.01.20. and would decide on the text.  Draft flyer would be emailed to councillors and an additional meeting would be held to discuss if needed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan consultation
	

	
	Bedford BC was consulting on the Bletsoe NDP.  Council had no comments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20.
	Correspondence:   
	Action

	
	a) No Expressway Group – requesting support against the proposed Oxford/Cambridge expressway
	

	
	Group had requested support against the proposed Oxford/Cambridge expressway asking councils to write to their MPs and sign the petition.  Area most affected was from Oxford to Junction 13 of the M1 and although it would not impact directly on Oakley, Council agreed it would adversely affect the environment and biodiversity.  Clerk to write to Mr. Fuller MP
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) residents requesting to use land for metal detecting
	

	
	Residents had requested to use land for metal detecting on a hobby basis and were content for a written agreement concerning any finds.  Council agreed not to allow as it would set a precedent.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) Bedford BC – consultations on 2020/21 budget and capital works schemes
	

	
	Bedford BC had requested comments on its 2020/21 budget and capital works schemes.  Savings of more than £18 million were needed by 2025 and proposals included more online services, improved procurement services, reviewing department budgets, increasing commercial activity and looking at changes to services

Capital schemes included monies for Wixams & Riseley schools, resurfacing All Hallows, upgrading Bedford Park Cricket Pavilion and CCTV at Norse Road

Cllr. Sansom suggested a north/south off-road cycle path from Milton Ernest to Wixams, parts of which were already in place and Council agreed to submit.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Ash Trees on the Green
	

	
	Since the agenda had been issued, insurance company had advised that Council should remove two ash trees on the Green that might be causing damage to a property.  Clerk had received quotations for £1,200 to fell and grind stumps of two trees and £380 + VAT to fell and grind stump of one tree.  Clerk had requested a revised quotation from the second contractor and proposed by Cllr. Saunders, seconded by Cllr. Phillips that Clerk be authorised to accept the lowest quotation as there was no Council meeting in February

Resolved
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21.
	Finance Matters:
	Action

	
	Accounts for period up to 31st December 2019
	

	Income and balances:
	

	NatWest Bank - Current account balance at 31.12.19.
	£27,129.23

	NatWest Bank – Business Reserve account balance at 31.12.19.
	£17,237.44

	Nationwide - Savings Bond
	£58,698.06

	Hampshire Trust - Savings Bond
	£81,126.08


	
	Received since last meeting:
	
	
	

	
	Cox
	Allotment rent
	£39.34

	
	Willsher
	Allotment rent
	£39.34

	
	Oakham Decorators
	Newsletter advertising
	£108.00

	
	Oakley Village Hall
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Carpet Bowls
	Directory
	£7.00

	
	Bays Media
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Deverick
	Directory
	£20.00

	
	Barnwell
	Directory
	£15.00

	
	
	Total
	£2,427.54
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	Payments Already Made:
	
	
	Chq. No.

	
	Old School
	Rent for upper rooms December
	£153.83
	s/o

	
	Bedford BC
	Salaries/pensions December
	£1,716.57
	d/d

	
	Anglian Water
	Allotment water
	£53.13
	1582

	
	Lewis Woodland Services
	Supplying and fitting collapsible bollard to Grange Green and replacing 5 bollards at the Green
	£874.20
	1583


	
	Payments Made:
	
	
	

	Light Refreshment
	2019 Christmas lights - second payment
	£3,000.00
	1584

	Paul Riches Skips 
	Emptying bottle bank 05.11.19.
	£84.00
	1585

	White Hart Press
	Printing Winter Newsletter
	£740.00
	1586

	Oakley Properties 
	2020 Riverside land rent 
	£100.00
	1587

	Loades
	Quarterly play area inspections
	£72.00
	1588

	Village Hall
	Hire of rooms 02.01.20. & 07.01.20.  4 hrs @ £6 p.h.
	£24.00
	1589

	
	Total
	£6,817.73
	

	
	Resolved: to approve the accounts for payment
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b) grass cutting 2020/21
	

	
	Clerk had requested six quotations for 2020/21.  Two contractors had advised that they could not quote because of ongoing contracts and Clerk had received quotations for £10,740+ VAT and £8,639.46 + VAT  for both grass and hedge cutting.  Council was pleased with the current contractor’s work but could not justify accepting a much higher quotation.

Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that quotation for £8,639.46 be accepted 
Resolved      
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c) budget and precept 2020/21
	

	
	Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2020/21.  Finance Group had recommended three new items of expenditure for 2020/21:-
£3,500 including VAT for two new gates at The Furlong play area 

£1,000 for improving biodiversity at Brockwell

£500 for a new dual purpose bin either to replace the one in the High Street opposite Hazel Kaye or the dog bin at the Station Road field entrance if approved by Bedford BC.  Group recommended that Council ask Cllr. Abbott to fund a no verge parking scheme in Lincroft from his Ward Fund.  

Finance Group recommended a precept of £54,400 which would increase the band D rate by 2% from £54.58 to £55.68 p.a.
Proposed by Cllr. Olney, seconded by Cllr. Sansom that the proposed budget be adopted and a precept of £54,400 be set for 2019/20 
Resolved

Chair & Clerk signed the precept request
	

	
	
	

	
	d) Investment Bond
	

	
	Nationwide 95 day notice bond had been invested for one year.  Finance Group proposed that notice need not be given at present to transfer interest but Council would review in July or before if necessary.  
Resolved to agree Finance Group’s proposal
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	e) Clerk’s expenses
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr. Nicholas that expenses of £55.95 for the period October – December 2019 be paid

Resolved
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Date of Next Meeting – 3rd March 2020
	


